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FIRST REPORT. 



BY THE LORDS COMMITTEES appointed a Select Com- 
mittee to consider of the Means by which Colonization 
may be made subsidiary to other .Measures for the Im- 
provement of the Social Condition of Ireland, and by 
which, with full regard to the Interests of the Colonies 
themselves, the Comfort and Prosperity of those who emi- 
grate may be effectually promoted ; and to report to the 
House : and to whom Leave was given to report from 

Time to Time to the House ; and to whom were referred 
several Documents relating to the Subject Matter of 
the Inquiry : — 

ORDERED TO REPORT, 

That the Committee have met, and considered the Subject Matter to 
them referred ; and have examined several Witnesses in relation thereto ; and 
have directed the Minutes of Evidence taken before them up to this Time 
to be laid before your Lordships. 

2 June 1848. 



415. 
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Die Jovis, 24 ° Februarii 1848 . 



The LORD MONTEAGLE OF BRANDON in the Chair. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Sir THOMAS LIVINGSTON MITCHELL ia called 
in, and examined as follows : 

1- WHAT Office do you fill under the Crown ? 

Surveyor General in New South Wales. 

®. How^long have you held that Office? 

About Twenty Years. 

Xa^Have you been acquainted with that Colony during the whole of that 
I have. 

you resided there ? 

With the Exception of Three Years in England between IS37 and ISiO. 

I am possessed of Land in the Colony ? 

6. In what Part of the Colony are your Estates ? 

In the County of Camden. 

7. That is in the Sydney Colony ? 

It IS Fifty Miles from Sydney ; it is in the Colony of New South Wales. 

As j ? ° »f your Office as Surveyor General ’ 

and dividi thrcSyin^j c^ftS'&rrJ ^ *° 

cliffs ‘° 

I submitted Reports upon those to the local Authorities. 

-pSg 

n. On what Occa.sions were those? 

again. The Four difierent Journeys are shtn^SSM^J 
theNorth-wS ^°°°“"' of your Journey in the Year 1831 to 

in oh^ r f’"’™7 ■" ‘'■° °f Natives takinf the SorL 

r-^! I?;^g1=d^hilterta:i7 ^ 

No. '"we'SL‘!l^th“X‘L;'S'r 

M- What was the extreme Distance of that Journey ? 

It was not above Four or Five hundred Miles ftom Sydney. 

A * IJ. Was 



Evidence on 
Colonization from 
Ireland. 

Lieut.- Col, 

Sir T.L.MUcliell. 

24th Feb. 1848. 
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4 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

LieuL-Col. 15. Was that Journey through an unexplored and unoccupied Country? 

Sir T. L. MitcheU. jTor several Hundred Miles. 

24th Feb. 1848. ig. What was the Character of the Country in point of Soil and Climate ? 

A very fine Country indeed. Immediately after my Return the Country 

was taken up and occupied. 

17. Is it chiefly suited for agricultural or for pastoral Purposes ? 

It is very favourable for pastoral, but in time will answer for agricultural 
Purposes. 

18. An open Country ? 

Very open. On visiting it again in 1846, where I had on my former Journey 
found “a flowery Desert,” I found on the very Spot where I had then en- 
camped a House, with a Lady residing there, and all the Comforts of English 
Life. 

19. That Change had taken place in the Interval between J831 and 1846 ? 

Yes. 

20. How was that District with respect to Water ? 

Very well watered upon the whole. In exploring new Countries Difficulties 
will be experienced for Want of Water from our not knowing where to look for 
it, but in general that Country was well watered by the Nammoy, a very fine 
River. 

21. Will you just describe the Course of the Nammoy ? 

The Nammoy falls into the River Darling, or Barwan as it is called there. 
The Barwan flows to the South-west ; it is a Tributary of the Darling. 

22. Is it navigable ? 

Not navigable. 

28. Could it be made so ? 

A great deal might be done for Navigation in the Country. A peculiar 
Feature in the Rivers of Australia is, that although there is not a sustained 
Current they flow in deep Channels, and thus by Dams they might be made 
navigable. So that by means of Labour we might supply most of the Deficien- 
cies of Water. 

24. Are not the Rivers subject to very sudden Floods ? 

They are. 

25. Would not that be a Difficulty in the Way of the Proceeding which you 
have suggested ? 

No. In damming there is always, or should be, a Water-waste on one Side to 
carry off surplus Water. 

26. Is the Difference of Level in that River very considerable, or does it 
flow over tolerably plane Ground ? 

The Slope is very gentle. It is a remarkable Arrangement of Nature, tliat 
in that Country, where Water is so scarce, under a dry Atmosphere the Slopes 
are so gentle that the Water spreads into various Channels, and is thus reserved 
in numerous Reservoirs ; whereas, if the Slope were as great as it is in European 
Countries it would carry the Water off at once to the Sea; but from the slight 
Inclination the Water is retained in many Parts. ^ 

27. What was your Expedition in 1835? 

The Expedition in 1835 was ostensibly to explore the Course of the River 
Darling, and therefore I proceeded Westward. 

28- How far did you reach upon that Occasion? 

About 300 Miles down the River Darling, in a direct Line. 

29. Was that in like Manner a Country up to that Period unoccupied and 

unexplored? ^ 

Quite unexplored. 

SO. Will you describe what Description of Country it was ? 

The Country along the Bank of the Darling was tolerably good in point of 
Soil j but It was not a Country that could be occupied for grazing Purposes, or 

indeed 
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ON COLONIZATION FROM IRELAND. 5 

indeed for any Purpose, There was a Strip of good Land, certainle nmr th. r:. , ,■ , 
th'ew’ not 3 &rt of Country that would suit our Colonists. Jo Sir r.l'. met, , 11 . 

the Westward It seemed a Desert. 

. 2*th Feb. 184a' 

31. What do you mean by a “ Desert” ? 

I saw no Smoke, which in that Country indicates Human Inhabitants. 

onfy ? of a Desert, do you mean a Country that is uncultivated 

I made up my Mind, from that Circumstance, that it was almost unfit for 
Use; also horn the Soil winch I saw beyond, which is very gravelly indeed, 
and from the sradl and stunted Nature of the Trees and Bushes, and from the 
total Absence of the Signs of Human Inhabitants; for although those Inha- 
bitants do not cu tivate the Land, they do not inhabit where there is no Kind 
g Grass. They hunt the Kangaroo ; the Kangaroo feeds where there is good 



S3. Did your Expedition of 1835 lead to any Results? 

It led to the Nece.ssity, as the Governor of that Day thought, of sending me 
the next Year to extend my Survey of that River still further. ® 

34i. Who was the Governor at that Period ? 

Sir Richard Bourke. 



35. In the Year 1836 you went on to the South-west. Will you describe 
what your exploring Expedition was in that Year ? 

I was instructed to return to the same Point on the Darling, and I thought it 
safest to go down the Lachlan and cross the Plains to attain that Point, being 
desirous of avoiding hostile Tribes of Natives. In attempting to cross the 
Plains to that Point 1 found the Country so devoid of ^Water that it was 
impossible, and I had to return to the Lachlan. I next followed the Lachlan 
and the Murray downwards, and I tried to go up the same River towards the 
Point I had reached before, and so traced the Darling up far enough to 
ascertain that the Rivers were identical. I left a Portion unexplored, having 
accomplished as much as seemed sufficient to determine the Identity of the Two 
Rivers. I then directed my Steps to the South. I followed the River Murray 
upwards, and found a fine open Country between that River and the Sea, 
which Country I called Australia Felix, and reached the Southern Coast; and 
thence returned by another Route to Sydney, through a very fine Countrj', 
which I thought deserved the Name I gave to it. 

36. Will you describe the Appearance and the Resources of the Country 
which you have designated as Australia Felix ? 

Very open ; but I found although it was not encumbered with too much 
Wood that there was enough ; very fine Grass, comparatively unbroken by too 
many Ridges ; and a fine Mass of Mountains in the Centre desirable to give 
Sources to Rivers flowing down from the Mountain Sides and watering the 
whole. 

37- What was the Vegetation there ? 

A very rich Kind of Grass. 

38. Was there any thing besides Grass? 

Bushes in part, what we call “ Scrub,” but generally there in separate 
Clumps. Where the Bush is there is little Grass ; and in other Parts clear of 
Timber there was very fine Grass — a Grass so superior to the ordinary Grass in 
other l*arts of New Holland, that, whereas they say that in New South Wales it 
req,uires Three or Four Acres upon the Average to maintain a Sheep, it is found 
by Experience now in this new Countiy that One Acre is sufficient to maintain 
a Sheep, proving the thicker Texture of the Turf. 

39. Is the Timber mainly the Eucalyptus and that Tribe of Plants ? 

Chiefly the Eucalyptus. 

40. What was the Extent of this fertile Country ? 

I estimate it to be about 400 Miles from East to West, and 250 from North 
to South upon the Average. 

(46.1.) A3 41. Was 
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Lieut.- CoL 
Sir T. L. Mitchell. 

2ith Feb. 18^8 



41. Was it inhabited ? 

Not at all. I found on the Coast the Family of Messrs. Henty, at a Spot 
we did not know was occupied by Colonists, they had come to it by Sea. That 
was Portland Bay. It was a fortunate Circumstance for us that I went there, 
for my Provisions were nearly out, and Messrs. Henty supplied me with some 
Provisions from their Store. They had a tolerable House, with a Whaling 
Establishment at work, and a Vessel lying at Anchor. It was a very cheering 
Sight to us after our inland Jouniey. 

42. Was there pretty good Anchorage? 

Very good, secure from all Winds except the East-south-east. 

43. Could it artificially be made entirely secure at a moderate Expense? 

It could, by means of a Breakwater j that is just what they want, that is the 
great Desideratum there. But it was then a tolerable Harbour, and there is 
now at Portland Bay a Township, with a Police Magistrate. 

44. Is the Quality of the Soil there, in your Judgment, suited also for arable 
Purposes as well as Pasturage? 

If there is any Difference in comparative Utility perhaps it would be better 
employed for Cultivation than for Pasturage. 

45. What is the Character of the Geology of it? 

There is a good deal of Limestone and a rich Marl in many Parts, in others 
decomposed Trap-rock, forming a Black Soil. 

46. How does that District stand in relation to Water ? 

It is very well watered upon the whole. There are singular Lakes, in some of 
which the Water is still salt; but in those which have been made to communi- 
cate with the Surface Currents, so as to be connected with other Waters and 
vrith the small Feeders from the Mountains, the original salt Water has been 
washed out and they are fresh. They may all be made fresh-water Lakes by 
Labour. Human Labour seems required to complete the Surfrce Drainage 
through those Lakes. Professor Faraday formerly analyzed the Water, and 
found that it contained, in similar Proportions, the Ingredients of the Water of 
the Ocean, more or less intense just as they were more or less diluted with 
Riin Water. Sometimes, in dry Seasons, the Evaporation turns those Lakes 
into salter Water than even Sea Water, and sometimes after very rainy Seasons 
those Lakes are diluted so as to be almost fresh. But they are evidently the 
Remains of a former Sea, and, therefore, cutting through the marginal Banks 
would drain and clear all that. 

47 . Did the Expedition which you have last described lead to any practical 
Results m the Settlement of that Portion of Australia ? 

It led to perhaps one of the most sudden Occupations of an extensive Kind 
that ever occurred. 



48. Will you describe wbat that District is now called ? 

The Port Phillip District is the Name that was given to it, I think bv the 
Colonization Commissioners here. The People are now desirous of Separation 
from the Colony of New South Wales ; they consider the Colony populous 
enough to be able to support a separate Government. ^ ^ 

apparem?™ Progress of the Colony has been 

I have not been at Port Phillip. I saw it on that Occasion when there were 
as yet no English People there, but I have not been there since I have 
represented it in the Legislative Council, as one of its Five elected Represen- 



50. But are you able in general Terms to tell the Committee wliat the Pro- 
gress of that Colony, in that District which you found in the Year 1885 uncrd 
tivated and uninliabited, has been up to the present Moment ? 

I have several Surveyors at work there. The Town of Melbourne has 
become a very extensive Place. There is a large Stone Bridge now b.iiid 
ing across the Yarra-Yarra, and which will be One of the finest Bridges in the 
Colony. Portland Bay, as I have already mentioned; has become itnpo“r tant as a 

Port ; 
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Port ; and although the Want of Demand for the Land fnr u ij 

to theintroduction of the Squatting System there I have hitW * j 
that Country, stated that it\as fitV CuwS. 

How much Land is now under Cultivation ? 

There are some Thousands of Acres near Melbourne in cultivation ■ also a 
considerable Laent cultivated near Portland Bay, and at a HarZ.’r w 
mediate between it and Melbourne, called Port pSr;, beLs "he CultivS 
at Geelong, and at the numerous Sheep Farms in isolated Patches 

i7°l'i™r "I X?"® y®'*'' Expeditions you took a certain Course to 

avoid hostile Iribes of Natives. Do any of the Natives seem to consider them 
selves as having a Right to the Land ? consiuer tliem- 

They did not appear to claim any Portion of the Land ; but I observed that 
upon One or Two Occasions, when I made Presents to a Chief, he by very 
expressive Gestures, (,t was all by Gestures that we communic^ed 7 mSe 
f v" vu'J ' to the River, as much as to say. Well, you may’m and 

take Wafer now from the River ; very evidently giving me Permission^tn an 
preach the Water as a Sort of Set-ofr for my feifc fan7any D sZes tS 
occurred between my Men and the Natives were chiefly upon the RiZr Banf 
they slloi^ng some Kind of Objection to our going fa^^e Ri^;r to tS^ 
wZl^' I, ‘0 have a Notion of having Possession of the River 

Watei being so valuable an Element, that probably they may attach more 
Importance to it than to Land, which is useless without wier. ^ 



58. By a Return which was laid before this Committee in the last Session it 
appears that in tile Port PMlip District, in 1845, the Population was 32 , 879 ! 
The Revenue was 89,U8h, the Expenditure was 69,748(., the Imports amounted 
m Value to 205,3907, and the Exports to 342,6241 Does tlTappZto the 
Distnct which you explored in the Year 1833, and then found in a^tate of 
Unproductiveness? 

It does. 

54. From what you know of that District, do you think that its productive 
Powers are capable of being carried much further ? 

Very much further indeed. 



55. You have now described your Journey in , 1836. Will you have the 
goodness to state to the Committee in what Direction and with what Results 
your last Journey in 1846 was undertaken and accomplished j from whence did 
you start ? 

From the River Bogan, the same River along which we travelled upon 
setting out on my Second Journey to the Westward. My Reason for following 
that River so far to the Westward was, that I knew the Country in the more 
direct Line was subject to very extensive Inundation, and in proceedino- by the 
River Bogan that I could always, in case of Inundation, (or Floods,) find Hills 
and elevated Ground on the left Bank 5 therefore, I considered Fort Bourke 
which was my starting Point when I went down the Darling on my formef 
Expedition, the first Point to be attained if possible. I may mention here, 
that One chief Object of that Journey was, the Discovery of a good practical 
Line of Road to the nearest Part of the Indian Ocean to the Westward of 
A 01 T 6 S otraits. 



56. Down towards the Gulf of Carpentaria? 

Yes. The Colonists were at that Time in a State of great Depression. 

57 . That was after the Banking Difficulties ? 

Just so. It was always a favourite Part of my Duties to explore the Interior, 
and having left my Journey of 1831 as I considered unfinished, I endeavoured 
^ prevail upon the Governor to permit me to extend the Line to the Gulf of 
Carpentaria. 

58. How far did you proceed, and with what Result ? 

In my Endeavours to go down the River Bogan, where I had found pre- 
viously plenty of Water, 1 found the Channel dry, so dry that I could not 
travel by that Line as I hoped I could have done as far as Fort Bourke. The 
Drought was very unusual j it killed all our Kangaroo Dogs, and gave my Men 
A 4 Oplltiialmia, 



LusuL-CcI. 

Sir T L. Mitckdl. 

24th Feb. 184S. 
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T.L.MUchelL ^P^thalmia, so that I was obliged to seek for and to encamp at a Place where 

we could find Water, and there I waited for Seventeen Days for the Recovery of 

-j+th Feb. 1848. niy Men’s and even of my own Eyes. Meanwhile we reconnoitred the Country 

around, and found that the Dimculty was then to reach the Darling at all. 

We found we might travel along the River Macquarie, ‘which was nearer the 
direct Line to the Country that I wished to explore ; but then I ran the Risk 
of being delayed, if Rain fell, in a Country subject to Inundation, through the 
reedy Country in which my Predecessor in Office, Mr. Oxley, found himself 
afloat on what he considered an inland Sea, and returned in the Belief that the 
Interior of New Holland was a Lake. 

59. Was the Hypothesis of your Predecessor confirmed by yonr Experience 

or negatived ? ^ ^ sr 

Negatived. We found Water in Ponds in the attenuated Channel of the 
Macquarie, amongst the Reeds ; still it was scarce, until I heard a Report that 
a Flood was coming down. Supposing that a Flood travelled rapidly I could 
not believe the Report ; they said, “ You will not see it till To-morrow Even- 
“ mg ; the Two Policemen travelled with it Yesterday.” We awaited the Arrival 
of the Flood ; at last, by Moonlight in the Evening of the next Day, I heard 
a crashing of Logs at a Distance, and suddenly it burst into our Sight like a 
living Cataract, foaming along, the most beautiful Scene I ever saw, carrying 
Trees before it, and filling up the dark and dry Channel of the MacquarieT 
bringing Water from a Distance of 400 Miles, where there had been a Fall of 
Rain. It was all Drought and Tranquillity where we were, but from the 
Moutanins 400 Miles oflf; and in sight of our distant Homes, there came the 
Water to us, travelling like a Thing of Life down the dry Channel of the River, 
vve thought then that there was an End to all our Troubles ; but in a few Days 
after, in the same Channel, we were just as badly off for Water; that Water 
had gone to fill Thousands of Lagoons, and never reached the Channel of the 
River to which it a mere Tributary. A Week or Two after I leaped my 
Horse over the dry Channel, which Channel was never to see any of this Water 
that we saw come down. 

60. Was the Quality of the Water good ? 

Excellent. 



61. From the Appearance of that Part of the Country, do you conceive that 
Anangements could with Facility be made that would husband and save these 
Waters, so as to make them available for tluman Purposes ^ 

I am sure that is a Part of the Duty of Mankind there, that Man can 
remedy all those Defects, and in that fine Climate have Water at his Disposal 
Without being constantly under a dripping Sky. ^ 

62. Then is it the Result of your Experience, both there and in other Parts 
of Australia, that by the Application of Skill and Power there is even in the 

p“™‘''y a Supply of Water, which if duly husbanded 
would be adequate for the Purposes of Human Life? 

So mMh so, that the Human Family were to become as numerous there as 
It IS in China, still, by Management, and by husbanding the Water which flows 
after heavy Rams in the Channels, there would be Water enough. 

63. What was the Soil of this Countiy through which you passed in 1846 ? 

■ I am Distance from it, the Soil was very aood 

indeed, black and rich, fit to grow any thing. ^ 

6t. Was that on your Way to Port Bourke ? 

I could not go down theDarling to Fort Bourke. I took another Direction 
and then I got into the Channel of the Macquarie. So muddy were Parts of the 
Channel of that River that we could not always water the Animals at the Ponds 
hut we earned our Boats with us and filled them with Water, and watered the 
Bullocks out of the Boats. We made a tolerable Road however, likely to be a 
very useful Road to the Colonists. There was one very IteTprisin? wLhhv 
Man who had plenty of Cattle there, and by opening a Road to the ifarlimr he 

65. Is 
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65. Is the Darling a River which dries up or is it perennial ? 

theilrTert'fZ?,diS" ‘‘ 

Si®' ‘'‘‘i y»“ proceed in that Journey? 

troprcJt«Tna„X“''‘‘“" direction, and to near the 

67. What Length in Miles was the Journey? 

About 1,000 Miles from Sydney in dhect Distance. 

Qura'titS ‘rfiiMcenniSd J™ traversed was there a considerable 

ffnn „/ uooccupied Land which you conceive could be turned to the 
Jr urposes or Human Sustentation ? 

‘'’= Difficulty wa, Want of Water. And 
here I discovered a very e^aordmary Termination to a great Eiver which I 
™‘° n““ ^ brandies, so that whereas in following 

Rivers down you find generally an increase in Rivers ; I found that by followini 
this River upwards I was arriving at a greater Channel. The River I met with® 
rand“Xn’ f it was a full Channel, a River 

tevond TJ'’ f “"Scored that 

T msdl til rf ® 1 ■” Direction. From the Time 

I made the Charnel of the Narran my Difficulties about Water were com- 
I advanced the larger was the Channel 
W V i^c “ Mountain Range where I had long thought we had 
T / w” 'U n Heights, in the Elongation of the 

K / ‘‘J®’ and extending from 

8 ?00 to^ 000 F?t I? T ‘1 1 i of Mountains 

S. ° .to S.OOO Feet high,— volcanic Peaks,— and Rivers radiating in various 

Directions. The furthest Source of the Darling rises in those Mountains. On 
the opposite Side I found a River flowing North-east, and the Country so 
beautrfd, and so promising in every respect, that I gave the Name of a cele- 
brated PamtM, Salvator, to one of the Rivers, the Name of Claude to another 
and to the Downs the Name of the Mantuan Downs. The Scenery was 



69. -Was the Soil in proximity to the Basis of these Trap and Volcanic 

Circu^^tanc Quality that you frequently see under such geological 

It was very fine. 

70. Is the Quantity of Rain that falls in those -Mountains considerable? 
bometiraes very considerable, but not often ; we were badly off for Water 

even amongst tlie Mountains, at the Time. 



71- Is the Fall of Rain periodical ? 

It is not by any means regular. That is the worst of Australia : we do not 
know wheii Ram will come. But any rocky Gulley will afford the Means of 
makmg a Reservoir to retain Water for Years. But the Irregularity of the 
Seasons is a very great Drawback, and it requires all the Art and Precaution 
Uiat Man can exercise to preserve and economize the Supply. 



the ReSltr^*^^^ Precaution you would feel no Uncertainty as to 

None._ There is a vast Field for Human Labour, and a very fine Soil to be 
brought into Use. 



73. Did you meet with any Natives there ? 

I did not meet with the hostile Sort of People that I met with on the Darhng. 

Strength of the Party that yon had with you ? 

I ““ght to say, that I left a Dep6t ofTwelve of 
those behind me. I found that the Bullocks and Drays could not travel fast 
enough, and I took the Horse Party in front. I went forward with Twelve or 
fourteen, and explored the Country with Half my Party; and then the Cattle 
^ing knock^ up, ’ I went to the North-west with Two Men and a Native on 
Horsepack, Two Men out of all the others, Two most hardy old Soldiers, 
B faithful 



LieuL-Col. 

Sir T. L. Mitchell 

24th Feb. 184S. 
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Sir T. L. Mitchell. 

2tth Feb. 1848. 
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faithful Men. I went on, trusting chiefly to our going Twenty or Thirty Miles 
a Day, so that the Natives could not tell where to meet us at Night if they 
wished to follow us. They believed that we were Four-legged Animals. A 
Native assured me that we need not be at all afraid of them, for they believed 
we had Four Legs (or were Centaurs). 

75 . Did you proceed to the Part to which you intended to go when you left 
Sydney ? 

No ; I hoped to have got to the Gulf of Carpentaria. Finding that my 
Expectation was so far right, that under the Parallel of 25° I had reached the 
Sources of the Rivers, my next Object was to discover a River that would lead 
me to the desired Point ; to find a River running to that Gulf was a very ^reat 
Object to the Colonists. I found no less than Six or Seven Rivers. It is a 
very remarkable Fact, and I believe my Predecessor Mr. Oxley also remarked 
it, in Australia the highest Sources of Rivers generally flow down first to the 
North-west ; at the dividing Range they turned in different Directions ; One 
turned not only to the Southward, but even to the South-east. I found a River 
which I thought was in the right Direction, and which I followed Two Degrees 
beyond the Tropic Line of Capricorn; but there to my great Disappointment 
it turned to the Eastward of North, and I was then convinced that it would 
fall into the Line given by Dr. Reichardt, who travelled along the Coast to 
Port Essington. Having previously observed in Latitude 25° Three volcanic 
Peaks forming a Triangle, the longest Side of which was towards the North- 
west, I thought that, according to the Principle' of the up-heaving Forces of 
geological Theorists, there miglit be some Analogy between the Concavity of 
the Triangle and the Separation of the Ranges, and that therefore there should 
be a Range extending North, and a Range extending West to give Birth 
between them to such a River. When I had traced the Northern River until 
it turned North-east, I saw that I was wrong, that I was still on the East Side 
of the dividing Range, and hastened back to try what was to the Westward of 
those Three volcanic Peaks ; having by Intersections placed them on my Map 
in their true Positions by Observations. I hastened back, and I found the Cattle 
and Horses of my Party unable to go further, with the Exception of Horses I had 
reserved to carry the Two Men I mentioned and a Native. We set out, and 
after Two or Three Disappointments, and crossing another Range, on ascending 
a naked Bit of Rock one beautiful Morning, I saw an open Country extending 
as far as the Eye could reach, to the North-north-west, just where I wished to 
find it, and a River Line marked by Trees, pursuing a serpentine Course in the 
remotest Distance. I was so thankful to Providence that I felt like Ulloa when 
he first discovered the Pacific. I descended to my Men, and told the poor 
Fellows this News. In less than Half an Hour we were in the open Country ; 
and no Man who has not been accustomed to battle with “ Scrub,” can imagine 
our Joy when we entered this open Country. For Ten successive Days we 
found the River (to which I gave the Name of the Victoria) flowing in the same 
Direction through a rich Country, wfith Grass enough for all the Purposes of 
the present Colonists, if they had none where they now are. 

76 . How far could you go in a Day ? 

About Thirty Miles, carrying our Provisions on the Back of a Pack Horse. 

77- What was the Nature of the Soil ? 

It was rich Black Mould near the River, and there were undulating Downs 
clear of Timber, 

78 . The Pasturage was of a Character denoting the Fertility of the Soil ? 

The very best Kinds of Grass. Dr. Lindsay has described the Grass. There 
were Five new Kinds of Grass, with all the best Grasses already known in the 
Colony. The Colonists are now hastening from the settled Districts to that 
Country with their Flocks. 

79v You think that River ought to flow into the Gulf of Carpentaria ? 

I hope it does. I ought to mention that at that Time my Supplies would 
not allow me to go further. The Sun was coming very rapidly back into that 
Tropic. The Season most favourable for the Purpose was near its End, and 
all I could do was to return to my People, and thence to take up our Party left 

at 
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at the Maranoa, and 
arrive there, they had 



at on^ to return to Sydney •, and when the Party did 
not a Day’s Provisions left. 



About 500 Miles. 



Lieut-Col. 

Sir T. L. MitcMl. 

24th Feb. 1848. 



81. That is about Half the Distance to which you went from Sydney ? 

No ; it was about One Third of the entire Distance; I had gone Two 
Ihirds. After that Sir Charles Fitzroy was kind enough to listen to my Pro* 
position, and to my Assistant Mr. Kennedy’s Offer ; and Mr. Kennedy was 
permitted to go again to follow the River with a Party on Horseback, and 
with these went also the Two best Men who had been with me. Mr. Kennedy 
started, when I left Sydney for this Country, at the End of March last ; and in 
about another Month we ought to hear of his Return to Sydney with News of 
Ins Journey to the Gulf. 



82. In calculating the Distance of 500 Miles, do you calculate the Distance 
that a Party would have to travel, or the actual Distance from Point to Point 
upon the Map ? 

The actual or direct Distance. 



83. Can you give any Sort of Notion of the actual Distance to travel ? 

I allow One Third more for the Detours. In the Calculation by which I 
should expect to hear of Mr. Kennedy in the course of the Month, I have 
made an Allowance of One Third more than tlie actual Distance for Detours. 

84. With relation to the Country you have last described, are the Committee to 
understand that your former Observation would apply to it, namely, that though 
a great Deficiency of Water was felt in its present Condition, yet if Skill and 
Science were applied, you believe that, through the Medium of Tanks and 
Reservoirs, there would be a sufficient Supply of Water afforded ? 

I believe so. I think that Country is of the same Character. 

85. You had with you your Instruments, and were able to carry on your 
Triangulation during this Journey ? 

I had. 

86. Of course, having been stopped at the Place you described, you are not 
able to state the Area with Accuracy, but as fiir as you can judge of the Area 
in this new District which you last visited, of what Extent do you think you 
may assume that fertile Country to be ? 

It would require some Calculation, but I should say, on a rough Estimate of 
what I have seen, l60,000 Square Miles. 

87. Were there any Inhabitants in the District? 

Very few. It appears that open Countries do not suit the aboriginal Native 
of New Holland, he is an Animal of the Woods, and without Fire he cannot 
exist. 

88. But an open Country is that which is most valuable for European 
Settlement ? 

It suits the White Settler best. 



89. Therefore are the Committee to conclude that the Portion of the 
Country which we wish for and value the most, is that which the Native, if he 
exercised any Discretion upon the Subject, would least value, and be least 
anxious to retain ? 

I cannot say that, for Water is essential to both } and not only that but by the 
Natives burning the Grass amongst the Woods those open Forests are preserved 
as open Forests, which would otherwise be Jungle, and unfit for the White 
Man’s Cattle. 

90. The Timber is not of any Value ? 

Not at present, from the Want of a Demand for it. 

91. What is the Quality of the Timber itself in that District, is it any thing 
beyond the Eucalyptus ? 

Yes ; there is a great Abundance of what the Botanists call Callitris, which 
resembles Pine, and we call it Pine. 

(46.1.) B 2 92. Is 
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92. Is it fit for building Purposes ? 

Yes ; there is a great Abundance of it upon the bad Country, the sandy Soil. 

93. In the ■whole of this District was there any Description of Natives that 
would stand in the way, practically speaking, of European Settlement ? 

I should say not ; they had an Idea with respect to the River which I may 
mention, which showed something like a Feeling of Property. When I was 
absent from Camp One Day, there came up a Native, One Native only, 
armed to the Teeth with Spears and Clubs; the Man came boldy up to the 
Camp. My Men, obeying my Directions, made Signs to him to keep back, to 
stop ; he was followed by a Woman carrying a Bundle of Spears. He spoke, 
evidently reciting a Description of Territory, apparently prompted by the Woman, 
with great Volubility, and who also, waving her Arm to the River and making 
Signs, very plainly intimated that the White Men should retire. My Men made 
Signs to him. Those Gestures are very easily understood after a short Practice. 
They made Signs to him to go away. He then with a good deal of General- 
ship contrived to edge round and to get between a Man of ours looking after 
the Cattle, and the rest of the Party, evidently with the Intention of cutting 
him off. My Man seeing that beckoned to the other, called to him, and my 
principal trusty Man, an armed Man, — Corporal as I called him, — went with 
his Arms between the Savage and the Man in charge of the Cattle. The 
Sav^e made every Kind of Sign of throwing his Spear at him, my Man pointed 
to his Gun, and then the Native turned round and by a very expressive Gesture 
showed that he did not care for him. The Soldier said he considered it a great 
Disgrace to be insulted by a Savage. He fired his Gun over the Man’s Head, 
who thereupon jumped about a Yard from the Ground, and then took to his 
Heels. Afterwards they again made their Appearance, coming up the Face of 
a steep Bank (my Camp overlooked the River, and was in a very strong 
Position) ; the Men were drawn out, Four or Five in line, with Arms in their 
Hands, and they beckoned to the others to keep back. The Natives then 
seen^d to speak as if they were making a Concession ; they stuck Spears into 
the Ground and made very plain Signs, evidently meaning to say, “ You may 
remain on your Side of those Spears, and all this shall be ours.” And there 
was a Sort of Understanding that there should be Peace. My Men went 
forwaid znd shook Hands with them, and seemed to agree to this. A Report 
of all this was made to me when I returned in the Evening. We were upon 
the Bank of a very fine River at the Time, full of Fish, in which my Men' 
^metimes shot Ducks. I confined them to the Part of the River next to my 
Camp, and forbade any Man to go to the higher Part of the River to fish 
further up ; I said, “ Mind, that belongs to the Natives ; do not disturb those 
Natives whatever you do. Keep close to our Camp ; no Man shall go yonder.” 
And during the Four Months and Two Weeks that Heft the Remainder of my 
Party there, I am happy to say, no Collision took place. 

94. Did those Natives appear to be of the same Class and Character as the 
Natives with whom you were familiar in the Sydney Settlement ? 

Very similar. 



95. Was their Language the same ? 
No. The native Man who was with 
At the furthest Point to which we went 
understand them at all. 



me could scarcely understand them, 
on the Victoria River we could not 



96. Did they seem to have any Intercourse with Europeans, from which 
intercourse they might have acquired those Notions of Property in Land’ 

No, I should think not. 



97 * Were they numerous ? 

No, they were any thing but numerous ; very few indeed. 

98. How many do you think ? 

I think I never heard of above Six or Seven at the Camp I speak of. Tliev 
seemed to he almost One Family. It was very bold and very fine of this Savage 
to come up m the Way that he did. ® 

witif'yolT "as 

He was. 



100. Therefore 
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100. Therefore he had no Opportunity at the Time when they first ap- 
proached of endeavouring to make himself understood by them or of under- 
standing them? 

to them Occasions he found Difficulty in speaking 

101. Have there been any exploring Parties to meet you from the Gulf of 
Carpentai'ia Side ? 

No. 

102. What is the Report of the Soil, and of the general Nature of the 
Country in the Gulf of Carpentaria ? 

It is very good there. The Plains are named on the Map Plains of Promise, 
by Captain Stokes, who saw them. Plains of Promise is the Name they bear 
near the Head of the Gulf on the Map. 

103. Has the whole of the Coast of the Gulf been surveyed ? 

. It has, nautically, by Flinders, King, and Stokes. 

104. Is there a Mouth of any large River running into it ? 

There are the Mouths of Four or Five Rivers. Flinders called them Rivers, 
and Reichardt called them Rivers. They seem to be the Channels or Outlets 
of some such River as I found. 

105. Supposing the Difficulty which you have described in relation to Water 
surmounted, do you think that those large Districts which you visited in your 
last Journey afford the Means of Settlement and Cultivation ? 

I think they do. 

106. Looking prospectively, and assuming the Progress of Settlement and 
Civilization in Australia, are there any Difficulties in the Surface of the Land 
that would prevent the Establishment of good Roads, and Lines of Communica- 
tion through those Countries ? 

No ; I should not think there are any serious Difficulties. There are rocky 
Ranges in different Parts that will require to be cut through, or Roads 
engineered over, in Places chiefly near the Coast. 

107- Referring to Nautical Surveys, are tliere any Ports with which Com- 
munication could be opened from this new Country, from whence Produce 
could be advantageously exported ? 

Yes; there is One in particular. Port Bowen. I have not seen it j and 
before I went on this Expedition, Captain Blackwood, who bad been last sur- 
veying the Coast there with a Ship, without knowing that I might attach after- 
wards so much Importance to it from my Discoveries, left a complete Copy of 
the Survey which he had made when he went to England, and deposited it 
with me in my Office, that I might know the Situation of One good Harbour 
on that Coast. He thought very highly of Port Bowen, or else he would not 
have taken the Pains to have made a very elaborate Survey with the Soundings 
of the Harbour. That Harbour is just in the Direction of One of tlie Rivers 
from that fine Country which I have described. The Coast Range breaks off 
under Parallel 25", and the Valley watered by that River is the Line of easy Access 
to that fine interior Country. An Access free from any Necessity of cutting over 
the Blue Mountain Range, such as we have done in Sydney, affitrds so gi-eat an 
Advantage over any other Part of the Country, that I should say it points out 
that Place at once for a Seaport. If, for instance, it were attempted to make 
a Road from Sydney to the Gulf, or to take Advantage for grazing Purposes 
of the fine Country on the Victoria, the Check and the Stop to it is the Want 
of Supplies. The Number of Miles from Sydney by Land would be too great, 
it would overcome the Advantages. Sending Stores and Provisions, Tea and 
Sugar, and other things for the Men 500 or 600 Miles is too far j but having 
on the Sea Coast that intermediate Point about Halfway'between Sydney and 
the GuUi they could throw in Supplies to enable them to occupy the whole 
of that fine Country. The Distance between Sydney and that Halfway Point 
is little more than the Distance between Sydney and Melbourne, to which 
Mails now travel twice a Week from Sydney, so that in little more than Three 
Weeks Mails ought to travel to the Head of the Gulf. Then with Steamers 
(46.1.) B .3 to 
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to communicate with Singapore the Communication would be very direct 
between Sydney and England, and the Power of the Imperial Government 
over that very distant Colony of course would be much greater ; but now the 
Distance is so great that the Orders to the Government there can scarcely 
be carried out or enforced by the Imperial Government, the Time being too 
long. 

108. How much do you think it would abridge the Time occupied in the 
Transmission of the Mail from England to Sydney ? 

It would deduct Two Weeks from the estimated Time, which they now say 
would be Two Months and Four Days. The estimated Time for the proposed 
Steam Communication by Singapore is Sixty-four Days ; taking Fourteen Days 
from Sixty-four, it will be Fifty Days in which a Letter might travel from the 
Gulf to London, and not with the Uncertainty that attends a Ship Voyage, 
but with a Degree of Certainty, which is of great Importance. That is by the 
Land Communication when extending the whole Way across. 

109. Having described the State in which you found what is now the Port 
Phillip Territory upon your first Visit to it, and the State in which it now 
appears to be placed, in Prosperity and Wealth, by the official Return before 
referred to, do you conceive that there are in those other Lands that you have 
explored the Elements of an equally satisfactory Result? 

No ; I do not think the Lands on the tropical Side of the Island are so valuable 
for the Purposes to which we should apply Land as the other, not only for 
Pasturage but for the Cultivation of Wheat. This Country being chiefly under 
the tropical Line, or very near it, although it has considerable Elevations, and 
although there are Parts where there is no Doubt that Wheat might be grown, 
still I think it would suit ultimately better for tiie Production of tropical Pro- 
ducts, such as Sugar and Cotton, and that by means of Irrigation and a proper 
Adjustment of Water the rich Flats which are reported by Navigators to be 
along the Coast may in Time be used for the Growth of Sugar and Cotton, 
Without Water even in Andalusia you cannot grow Sugar or Cotton, or even 
Maize. We have not at all introduced the Art of Irrigation in these extensive 
Countries. By the same Sort of Labour, on the same Principle by which they 
cultivate the South of Spain in a similar Latitude, all that rich Country would 
be found very valuable for the same Kind of Productions. 

110. Did you observe amongst the Plants in this Part any wild Indio’o, or 
any other Plants that betokened a Power of Production suited for Commercial 
Purposes ? 

I entered a Plain, through which we travelled the best Part of the Day, covered 
thickly with wild Indigo so high that I had to ride upon my Horse to see 
where I was going ; the Men could not see what they were about, they were 
like a Child in a Field of Wheat. This was nothing but Indigo. 

111. Do you think that those Lands would answer under proper Treatment 
for the Cultivation of Indian Corn ? 

I have no Doubt they would j still Labour is necessary for damming up the 
Water and Irrigation. 

112. Suppose you arrived at your Destination at the Gulf of Carpentaria 

how far is that from Port Essington ? ’ 

It is 450 Miles direct Distance. The nearest Sea is what we want to com- 
municate with from Sydney, and not the furthest Land. 

IIS. What is the Distance between the Harbour you have spoken of at 
Port Bowen, and the Lands you have described in the Interior ? 

220 Miles from the Head of the Salvator. 

114. Do you think there is any engineering Difficulty in the way of makinc- 
a Road there ? ■' b 

I think none. It is a beautiful open Country under those Five Mountains 
They break off very abruptly, leaving this Plain. Dr. Reichardt, who crossed 
frjat Pkm, and saw the same Kind of Mountains, crossed this Channel of the 
River lower down, which he called the M‘Kenzie. 

115. You 
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115. You conceive then, looking forward prospectively, that the North-east 
Coast will become important with a view to the Course of Trade and Navigation 
through Torres Straits? 

I think it will become very important. There is the Difficulty of the Coral 
Reefs ; but those best acquamted with that Coast say that between the Reefs 
and the main Land there is smooth Water, the finest Kind of Navigation for 
Steamers that is known. But, on the other hand, those hidden Coral Reefs, 
like some Rocks in the Mediterranean, are to be avoided; and we should 
prefer in Sydney to have the Steamers Way quite clear of them. 

116 . Has there been an Admiralty Survey made of Torres Straits ? 

There has been a ven good one, and the Passages have been described both 
by Captain King and Captain Blackwood ; they speak very favourably of a 
Harbour called Port Albany, near Cape York ; and, I believe, Admiral 
Beaufort thinks favourably of a Steam Line along that Coast, according to a 
Plan at present in agitation, for establishing a Line of Steamers in communica- 
tion with Singapore. Admiral Beaufort, who must know very well the Coast 
from the Marine Surveys by Officers of the Navy, thinks favourably of a Steam 
Line in that Direction to Sydney. 

117- Are there any other Observations which you are desirous of making 
with respect to the Results or the Prospects of your exploring Journies ? 

I am in hopes that if Mr. Kennedy succeeds in following my River to the 
Head of the Gulf of Carpentaria we shall in a comparatively short Time be 
able to supply that Link, and that when British Settlers arrive at the Head of 
the Gulf, some small Steamers at least will ply between tliat Point and Sin- 
gapore, and then if we cannot obtain Labour from England, we shall hope to 
find it amongst the Islands of the Indian Archipelago. 

118. Malay Labour? 

I should rather say the Natives of the Islands further Eastward, forming other 
Groups there. Those Islands are full of Natives, who are not at all unwilling 
to leave them. They were half christianized by the Dutch, so that they would 
be found very useful People. 

119 . Is there any Excess of Population in the Island of Timor that could 
afford Labour for Cultivation ? 

No, I never heard any thing very favourable of the Timor People ; on the 
contrary, they are spoken ill of. A very different Sort of Men inhabit the 
smaller Islands to the Eastward. There is the Croo Group, and the Islands 
which were visited by Mr. Earl, who translated the Account of the Voyage of 
the Dutch Vessel Dourga. The Dutch had sent tiiat Vessel on an Expedition 
there some Years ago. He speaks of the Islands being very populous indeed, 
and of the People as very willing to be employed. Mr. Earl had one for a 
Servant with him at Sydney. 

120. Are there any wild Cattle in the District which you visited on your last 
Expedition ? 

Not in the Country that I visited, but I have heard that there is a Race of 
wild Buffaloes to the Westward of Port Essington. 

121. Any Horses ? 

No Horses. 

122. There are Horses found abundantly in the Island of Timor? 

Yes, a small Breed of Horses. 

123. Did you experience any great practical Difficulty with respect to taking 
Horses in your Journey ? 

No ; not so much as bad been anticipated. My favourite Plan was to have 
taken Horses only of a light Kind, and enough of them, and not to have 
relied on Bullocks, which are the draught Animals of the Country ; but for the 
Sake of Economy I found it advisable to take Bullocks again. I found that 
whereas the Cattle were comparatively sooner tired I could rely more upon 
Horses ; they were my main Stay, at least the best for i^ Purpose. I always 
found plenty of Grass for them. I never had any Difficulty about feeding 
them ; the Grass of the Country was enough to keep them in working Order. 

(46.1.) B 4 124. Was 
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124. Was the Deficiency of Water a serious Impediment to your Progress ? 
I must say that the Want of Water did seriously impede my Progress, for I 
was obliged to lose much Time in looking for Water, even amongst the Moun- 
tains, where Water is generally to be found. 



125. Do you think that the Introduction of the Camel would meet any of 
the Difficulties with respect to Water ? 

It would enable us to acquire a Knowledge of those remote dry interior level 
Plains, which, without the Camel, I am ^raid few will venture to visit. I 
think, too, that the Camel may be introduced and employed with Advantage as 
soon as a Route can be opened to the Northern Coast. 



The Witness is directed to witlidraw. 



Ordered, That this Committee he adjourned to Thursday next, 
Two o’clock. 
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Die Jovis, 2 ° Martii 1 848 . 



The LORD MONTEAGLE OE BRANDON in the Chair. 



Lieutenant-Colonel Sir THOMAS LIVINGSTON MITCHELL is called 
in, and further examined : 

126. IN your previous Examination you gave to the Committee a Description 
of the great Territories which you have explored, as well as of the Progress of 
one large Tract of Country which, being in a wild State when you first dis- 
covered it, has been now brought under Occupation, namely, Port Phillip ; 
are you enabled to state to the Committee generally that in that great Extent 
of Land which you have seen there is a considerable Portion of it that would 
be useful and applicable for the Purposes of European Emigration ? 

I should say a considerable Portion of it. 

127. With respect to that Portion of it which is in the more Torrid Climates, 
what Productions is it capable of yielding ? 

Cotton, Sugar, Indigo, and other Productions. 

1 28. With the Exception of the Difficulty in the Supplies of Water, are there 
any other Difficulties which appear to you to stand in the Way of the beneficial 
Occupation of tins Land? 

The Difficulty would be chiefly the Distance from the Sea and the Want of 
the Means for conveying Supplies mto those Regions, the great Distance from 
Sydney, which would prevent carrying Tea and Sugar, and other Articles neces- 
sary for the Occupation of the Land by Europeans, to those Parts. 

129. May not the Committee collect from your previous Evidence that there 
is great Difficulty connected with the Deficiency of Water ? 

Yes, there is. 

ISO. But that Difficulty does not appear to you to be insuperable by the 
Application of Skill and Labour ? 

Quite the reverse. 

• 131. Are there any engineering Difficulties that stand in the Way of Roads 
and Communications in that Country, other than the Distance ? 

The Country is in Parts very rocky and rugged. 

1S2. Are tlie Difficulties with respect to Road Communications greater in 
the Districts which you have latterly discovered than they are in the Port 
Phillip District? 

Not wlien that good Country to the Westward has been reached. In getting 
to it there is a similar Barrier of Rocks as there is between Sydney and the 
Southern Disti'ict. 

133. Are you a Proprietor of Land yourself in New Holland ? 

I am. 

134. In which of the Provinces ? 

Jn New South Wales ; in the Sydney District. 

135. In what Condition do you stand as a Landed Proprietor there in relation 
to the Supply of Labour j have you Labour adequate to the good Cultivation 
of your Land? 

No, ray Land is useless ; my Money has been invested in vain. I invested 
4,200/. Trust Money from England belonging to my Children in the Purchase 
of Land there, which has never made me any Return, because I have been 
unable to employ Labour upon it. 

(46.2.) ^ ^ — 
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136. Have you reason to believe that you could employ Labour there 

pr^tably^? Improvement which I have been unable to carry 
out, which I think would add much to the Value of the Property. 

137. Will you state what reasonable Expectations you have of possibly im- 

proving that Property, from which you are debarred by the present inadequate ■ 
Supply of Labour? , ^ ^ , 

There is a rocky Channel in which Water always is, and very frequently 
flows. I thought of damming that up, and obtaining a very great Body of 
Water ; and that Plan induced me to purchase 3,200 Acres, in order to be 
Master of both Sides of the Watercourse, for which 3,200 Acres I paid 
4,562/. lOs., Money brought from England. 



138. Is that in a productive State now, or does it lie uncultivated ? 

It lies wholly uncultivated. 

139. Will you explain what prevents your cultivating that Property ? 

In the first place, its Inaccessibility, from the Noncompletion of a great 
Roadj in the second place, the Absence of any Prospect of Tenants ; and in 
the third place, the Want of a Market, if I could cultivate it, and the Want of 
Hands, whom I might employ if I had Money. 



140. How are those Roads originally undertaken? 

The great Road I allude to is One of Three great Roads laid out by me as 
Chief Commissioner, under the Royal Instructions of 1825, for dividing and 
apportioning the Lands of the Colony. 



141. How far is it completed ? 

The Road i.s completed in one Direction to the Town of Appin, and beyond 
that it commences again at Lupton’s Inn, to which there is at present a cir- 
cuitous Mountain Road, which the Public follow instead of a direct Road, this 
being left an unmade Portion. 

142. Was the Road commenced at the public Expense ? 

It was. 

143. What has been the Cause of the Non-Prosecution or Completion of the 
Road ? 

Chiefly the Withdrawal of Convict Labour. 

144. It was commenced with Convict Labour ? 

It was. I beg leave to say here, that I purchased my Land after the Road 
had been planned, and on the Faitii of the Government that the Road would 
be made ; so that my Estate was taken after the Road had been planned, and 
not that the Road was planned for the Sake of my Estate. 



145. Do you conceive that the Expense of completing that Road would be 
a remunerative Expense, either by the increased Productiveness of Lands 
already occupied, or by the Cultivation of Lands which are not as yet brought 
into Cultivation? 

I think it would. The Prosperity of a vast Extent of good Country beyond 
that depends upon the Completion of the Road, so much that the Parties now 
desire a Railway there. 

146. Is that the Case with respect to other Districts in Australia, that the 
Prosperity of the Country is retarded by the Want of Roads ? 

Not quite so much in other Districts, but in a Degree it is ; the Roads 
being in a very bad State now, having fallen into Decay. 

147. Do you conceive that there is a Demand for Labour for the Purpose 
of the Completion of those Roads ? 

A very great Demand indeed. Some Money that the Government advanced 
in order to enable the District Councils to do something to the Roads has laid 
in the Hands of some of the Wardens unemployed for the Purpose, because 
they could find no Hands by which to apply that Money to the Roads. 



148. You stated that One of your Difficulties with respect to the productive 
Management of this Estate arises from the Want of Tenants ; what do you 
think produces that W'ant of Tenants ? 

The Want of such Parties in the Colony. 

149. Do 
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149. Do you consider that the Want of Tenants is in anv resnect 

Lands in fte HandLf those 

I think so. I think the Want of a Road was the chief Drawback upon mv 
People, I went to the Expense of establishing on the Land Five or Six Per' 
sons who were to be Tenants, gave them Leases, supplied them with Imnle- 
raentsof Agriculture and I supplied them and their Families with a Cow 
each and Food for a Year. At the End of the Year they all threw up their 
Leases and left the Land. ^ 



Ideut.~CoL 
Sir T. L. l^tckell. 

2d March 1848- 



150. To what do you attribute the Surrender of their Farms ? 
That they were not a good and industrious Class of Men : th'ev 
best Sort of Men to make Tenants of. 



were not the 



151. Were they recently' arrived? 

They were recently arrived. 

152. Is there such a Thing as a Tenant in any Part of the Colony = 

A good Number. ^ ’ 

153. Men cultivating Farms as Tenants and paying Rent? 



154. Mr. M‘Arthur has a Number 
Mr. M‘Arthur has a Number. 



of Tenants, has not he? 



155. Are they Arable or Pasture Lands which are let to Tenants ? 

Arable. 

156. What would the Land which you have spoken of as belonginff to your- 

self be best applied to; would it be mostly Arable if you earned °out vour 
Imjarovements ? *' 

It might be converted chiefly into Arable ; it is now open Forest. 

157. Will you state to the Committee whether the present deficient Supply 
of Labour has a Tendency to confine the Application of Capital more or less 
to Pasturage and to deter Persons from applying it to Agriculture ? 

It has that Effect to a very great Degree. 

L™ consider that Effect to be prejudicial to the moral and social 
Well-bemg of the Colony f 

I do. 

159. Have you had an Opportunity of considering the Condition of the 
Population where it is more concentrated, and of comparing it with that where 
It is more scattered? 

I have. 

160. Will you describe the moral and social Distinctions between the Two 
States ? 

The more concentrated the Population is we see more of the Influence of 
Religion, and more of the Habits of civilized Society, and a better Observation 
of the Sabbath, and, generally, more Intelligence. 

161. And you connect the scattered State of the Population with the almost 
exclusive System of Pasturage which results from the Want of a larger Number 
of Agricultural Labourers ? 

I do, to a certain Extent. 

162. You have stated that One of your Difficulties here is the Want of a 
Market What Distance are you from Sydney ? 

Fifty Mdes. 

16S. Sydney would be your natural Market? 

It would. 

164, Would you obtain the Command of the Market for your Produce by 
the Completion of the Road you have referred to? 

We should. 

(‘l’S.2.) C 8 165. Could 
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165. Could you bring Agricultural Produce Fifty Miles by Roads ? 

Very easily ; we do so noW' under all the Difficulties of our Position, with 
bad Roads across a very rocky Pass. 

166. The last Difficulty which you stated you had to struggle with was Want 
of Hands ; has that been a Difficulty increasing in the Colony or diminishing ? 

It was extreme when I left the Colony, and I hear still great Complaints. 
So long as I was in the Colony it was a very great Drawback. 

167. Do not each of those Four Difficulties which stand in your Way, namely, 
the Want of Completion of Roads, the Want of profitable Occupation by 
Tenants, the Want of a Market, and the Want of Hands, resolve themselves 
more or less into the One Point of an inadequate labouring Population ? 

Undoubtedly. 

168. What would be the Produce of your Estate which you have been 
describing, supposing you had a greater Command of Labour than you now 
have ? 

Wheat, Hay, Butter, Cheese, and other Agricultural or Dairy Produce. I 
say nothing about the Wine, but I have some Acres of Vineyard, 

169. How many Acres have you in Cultivation? 

I have about 120. 

170. How much is the whole Estate ? 

Between 7 j 000 and 8,000 Acres. 

171. Is it Timber Land ? 

Openly timbered. 

172. When you say “ cultivated,” do you mean under the Plough ? 

I mean Arable Land, cleared, ploughed, and fenced in. 

173. Is any Portion of the 7>000 Acres occupied with Flocks of Sheen or 

Cattle? ^ 

With Cattle ; it is depastured, I have about Fifty Mares in Paddocks, and 
an imported Horse. 

174. Have you turned your Attention to the Possibility of raising upon that 
Estate other Articles of Produce ? 

I have not yet. I have tried Vines. 

175. Have you tried Experiments with Wine? 

I have. 

176. Have you taken any Steps upon your present Visit to Europe to enable 
you practically to extend and improve the Cultivation of the Vine ? 

I visited Andalusia last Autumn ; knowing the Spanish Language I had an 
Advantage. I saw the making of Wine at Xeres, and attended to the taking in 
of the Vintage. ® 

177. Is that the Grape which you cultivate upon your Property ? 

I do not think it is j but I have had Cuttings of the Grape sent me from 
Malaga, which I am about to take with me to Australia, with pruning Imple- 
ments, “ Capachos ” for the Olive Press, and an Oxen Yoke, Cotton Seeds, &c. 

178. Is the Soil which you say is suited to the Vine stony and rocky ? 

There is Stone upon it, a very soft crumbling Trap Rock, which being broken 

into Pieces blends with the Soil, and I was told by the Vignerons was good for 
the Vine. 

179. Is it good Arable or Corn Land? 

It produces very good Crops of Wheat. 

180. Can you state how many Bushels to the Acre ? 

About Thirty in good Seasons ; the Quantity yielded depends much on 
whether it rains or whether it is dry. 

181. So that it is equal to what would be called good Arable Land in this 
Country ? 

From what I hear of the Produce per Acre in this Country I should say so. 

182. When 
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182. When you say that it is Stone and Rock, is it calcareous, or volcanic 
or what ? ’ 

It is more volcanic than calcareous, decomposing very fast .and producing a 
Red Soil. ^ ® 

188. Have you considered the Possibility of introducing the Cultivation of 
the Olive in the Country ? 

I have. I have planted Olives. I brought over a few Bottles of Olive Oil 
from Australia to this Country. 

184. With , respect to Wine, has there been any striking Improvement 
exhibited ? Is the New South Wales Wine better than it was on your first 
Acquaintance with it ? 

Yes } I have seen much better Wine than the Wine first made. 

185. Are you permitted to cultivate Tobacco ? 

Yes j we do cultivate Tobacco. 

186. Is it good ? 

It is never so good as the imported Tobacco, which bears a very high Duty. 
Imported Tobacco sells at 8s. a Pound, and Colonial Tobacco at Is. to 
Is. 6d., and yet there is a great Consumption of imported Tobacco. 

187. The imported Tobacco is American ? 

It is ; it pays a very hi^h Duty, manufactured 2s. per Ib., unmanufactured 
Is. 6d. per lb., and still it is in great Demand. We have not learned how to 
dress the Tobacco well yet. 

188. Do you export any of your own Growth out of the Colony? 

Not any. 

189. The Climate of the Sydney Colo^ is not such as to hold out any 
Expectation of the profitable Cultivation of Indigo ? 

No. 

190. That gi’ows more to the North ? 

More to the North. 

191. Is the same Want of Labour which you have described as existing in 
the Sydney District felt also in the Port Phillip District ? 

Yes, it is. 

192. You spoke of the Want of Tenants ; do you consider that the Want of 
Tenants proceeds from the Want of Men of sufficient Capital and Skill to 
undertake a Farm, or that the Want of Tenants is merely because they have 
not a sufficient Number of Hands ready to be engaged to enable them to turn 
their Capital and Skill to Profit ? 

There is a Want of Men who have Skill and Capital sufficient to make them 
proper Tenants. 

193. More than a Want of Labourers ? 

Yes. 

194. Then the Emigration of Labourers from this Country would be of no 
Use without Skill and Capital at the same Time? 

Of no Use, worse than useless, for they would be an Incumbrance. 

195. Unless accompanied by Persons of a different Class ? 

Unless accompanied by Persons with Capital to employ them. 

196. Do you think that Capital is likely to be applied in the Colony unless 
you increase the Labour Market, so as to afford the Prospect of its being 
employed profitably ? 

No. 

197‘ Therefore the Want of Labour you conceive to be the Cause of the 
Want of Capital, and you conceive the Want of Capital and Skill also to be 
the Reason that you cannot get good Tenants ? 

Precisely so. The one depends upon the other. Without both neither will 
be successful. 

(46.2.) . C'S 198, Has 



Lieut.- Col. 

Sir T. L. MitchiU. 

2d March 1848. 
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198. Has there not been a considerable Accumulation of Capital of late in 
the Colony ? 

I have heard that there is a Difficulty in employing it for 'W^ant of Labour. 

199' Are you aware that there has been a Sum of lOO.OOOi!. appropriated by 
the Legislature of New South Wales in the course of last Year for the Purposes 
of Emigration ? 

I am aware of that. 

200. Does not that prove that the Conviction of the Colony is that Labour 
is deficient in relation to the existing Capital of the Colony, when they expend 
100,000/. of Colonial Capital in order to procure more Labour? 

Just so ; they cannot do without Labour. 

201. In taking a Farm, what Amount of Capital to the Hundred Acres do 
you think it necessary for the Tenant to possess ? 

We cannot calculate those Things in that Country. We are glad to have 
Tenants (though it was a very bad Plan of mine, certainly,) by giving them 
every thing for a Year ; but they could not take the Land even in that Way ; 
and I arrived at the Conviction, that unless the Tenants had some Capital and 
Skill, it was better to have no Tenants at all. But I believe that a very 
moderate Capital would enable an industrious Man to profit by a little Farm. 

202. If there could be sent out a large Number of good Labourers from 
this Country, say Eight or Ten thousand a Year, would they be easily absorbed 
in the Country, and find profitable Employment? 

I think they would at present, there is such a Want of all Kinds of Labour. 

203. There would be no Want of Capital for the Purpose of giving them 
Employment? 

For some Time there would be an Absorption; but the Demand for them 
would not last long without more Capital to fructify amongst the People. 

204-. But would not the Employment of so large a Body of Labourers lead 
to tlie immediate Creation of more Capital ? 

I do not see that it would immediately. 

205. Does not the Want of Shepherds at the present Moment compel the 
Colonists to boil down them Sheep and Cattle for the Purposes of Tallow ? 

It does. 

206. Were there not from Seven to Eight hundred thousand Sheep, as 
reported in the Government Papers, boiled down into Tallow in the course of 
a short Period ? 

I believe there were. 

207. In your Judgment was not that a Loss of Capital to a great Amount by 
turaing those Bullocks from a more profitable Destination to a less profitable 
one ? 

I should say so. 

208. In proportion as the Wool Cultivation had increased as compared with 
the Tallow Production, would there not have been a greater Power of employing 
Labour, and a more active Demand for it? 

There would, certainly. 

209. Do you think that the Difficulties which at present exist and retard 
the Progress of the Colony connect themselves at all with the existing Principle 
upon which the Land Sales are conducted ? 

I think there is a very great Difficulty connected with that Branch of the 
Government. 

210. Will you describe what that Difficulty is? 

The Regulations require that a Selection of Land should first be notified to 
the Government. The Purchaser is required first to describe the Land which 
he wishes to purchase. It is then necessary, according to the present Regula- 
tions, that that Land, no matter in what Part of the very extensive Colony it 
may be, should be measured and described, and a Report made upon it to the 
local Government. After this Selection has received the Governor’s Sanction 

and 
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^ put up and advertwed 
I hree Months for Sale by public Auction. So that a Party who may have 
taken the Trouble to seek out a fevourite Portion of Land has to wait a very 
long Time before it can be advertised for Sale, and then Three Months after 
such advertising he has to run the Risk, at the End of that Time which he has 
lost, of seeing another Person purchase the Land which he may have taken the 
1 rouble to seek out and select. 



Zkui.'Col. 

Sif T. L. Mitchell. 

2d March 1848, 



211. Is It put up freely, or is it put up subject to an upset Price, and if an 
upset Price what Price ? 

During the Government of Sir George Gipps the maximum Price of the last 
Sale was ordered to be the minimum Price of the next Salej that operated to 
stop that Kind of Colonization almost altogether. 

212. Was that without reference to the local Position, it being obvious that 
the last Sale of Land that was advantageously situated would form no Measure 
whatever for the next Sale of Land if it was less advantageously situated ? 

The Order on that Subject related to the Counties of Cumberland and 
Camden. According to the Act of Parliament no Land was to be sold under 
20s. an Acre in any of the Australian Colonies. But at one Time it was an 
Order, in my Office in Sydney, that no Land in the Counties of Cumberland 
or Camden should be offered for Sale at less than 4il. per Acre. There are 
many barren Parts in those Counties not worth 6d. an Acre. 

213. Is it not the Consequence of a high upset Price that the Lands of 
greater Fertility will be selected for Sale, and that consequently the Settlements 
will be scattered in place of being concentrated ? 

It would have that Effect certainly. 

214. Are the Committee to collect from your Evidence, with reference to the 
Comparison between the scattered and condensed Settlement^ that the Effect 
is injurious in your Judgment? 

I think it is. 

215. When the Land is knocked down to the highest Bidder, what Title does 
he get to the Land? 

A Grant from the Crown. 

216. In what Form ? 

From the Governor. There is a printed Form in the Name of Her Majesty ; 
the Crown reserving Gold, Silver, Lead, Iron, and Coal. 

217 . Then is that Form registered or enrolled? 

It is registered, and there is a Book kept by the Colonial Secretary con- 
taining a duplicate Copy. The Form of the Grant is printed on Vellum, and 
there is a Duplicate in the Book of Grants. 

218. Then tlie Grantee has one of those Forms, and the other is enrolled > 

Yes. 

219 . Is that a Title against all the World? 

Yes ; a Grant from the Crown direct is considered very good. 

220. I'hen, in case of the Sale of that Property, how is the Transfer 
conducted ? 

By Conveyance j usually by Lease and Release. 

221. Conveyance by a Deed ? 

Yes. 

222. Is that Deed registered ? 

It is. 

223. Are there any Expenses connected with getting that Registration 
completed, beyond the Cost Price of the Land itself? 

There are certain small Fees paid to the Colonial Secretary, who is the 
Registrar of original Grants. 

224. In case of any Charges being created by the First Owner previously to 
the Transfer, such as a Mortgage, what is considered Notice to the Mortgagee ? 

Such Mortgages are generally registered by the Registrar of the Supreme 
Court. 

(46.?.) C 4 225. Are 
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225. Are they bound to be registered ? 

They are not binding on Purchasers without Notice, unless they are 
registered. 

226. Then is the Register considered as a Notice to Parties interested, so 
that the Purchase would not be rendered invalid to the Purchaser in con- 
sequence of the Mortgagee not having had any other Notice than the Notice 
contained upon the Register? 

Yes, that is the Practice j the Solicitor's Business is to ascertain those 
Particulars. 

227. What you state now is the actual Mode of disposing of Land in the 
Colony ? 

Yes. 

228. The minimum Price is IZ. an Acre ? 

The minimum Price of Land sold by the Government. 

229. With the Exception of Cumberland and Camden, where the minimum 
Price is 4/. an Acre ? 

That was only during a short Time that that Price has been insisted upon 
by the Governor. 

230. Is 1/. per Acre now the minimum Price all over the Country ? 

Yes. Soon after that Point was abandoned by Sir George Gipps, Lands 
were sold by the Crown at 1?. an Acre, just similar to the Lands which others 
had purchased at 4>l. an Acre. Lands equally good were sold for 1^. an Acre 
by the Government on changing the Price. 

231. Is it considered that that high Price had prevented the Progress of 
Settlement in the Colony ? 

It is considered to have had the Effect of turning the Tide of Emigration 
back towards Canada, when it was setting strong towards Australia. 

232. You think that many People would have gone and settled there if 
it had not been for the Amount of Capital necessary to be paid for the Purchase 
of the Land, which they had not the Means of affording ? 

I think so. 

2SS. Are all the Deeds and Documents stamped ? 

Yes, with the Seal of the Colony. 

234. Is there any Stamp Duty ? 

No. 

235. Are the legal Expenses of executing those Leases and Releases which 
you have described considerable ? 

The Grant Deed from the Crown is without Expense. 

236. Is the Transfer from one Person to another attended with Expense ? 

There are the usual Charges of Solicitors, of from about 5l. or Ql. to 10/. 

2S7. Has this Plan of the Sale of Lands, and the Price at which they are 
.sold, had any Effect upon the System of squatting ? 

I was about to remark, that the Persons who went there, expecting that they 
could purchase Land at the Time of which I spoke, when Emigration was 
setting towards Australia, finding the Lands suddenly raised to Four Times the 
Price per Acre, and hearing of the Profits at that Time of Sheep-farming, were 
induced to invest their Capital in the Purchase of Sheep and to become 
Squatters instead of Settlers. 

238. Do you think that that Change is advantageous or otherwise to the 
Colony ? 

I think it was disadvantageous to, the Colony. 

289. "What is the Character of Squatters as compared with the Character of 
Settlers ? 

They are the very best of the Population. I should say that the Squatters, 
the Gentlemen who went- out in those Days, were a very superior Class of 
Emigrants indeed. 

240. But 
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_ S-W. But what is the Tendency of the squatting System, as compared with 
the System of Settlement, upon the Character of the People? 

I think it is injurious ; they are so spread over the Country that I have not 
seen much of them. 



Lieut.- Col. 

Sir T. L. Mitchell. 

2d March 1848. 



241. As Surveyor General was it your Duty to carry on any Work which 
gave you the Means of observing the Character of the different British Races 
of Laboui'ers in the Colony? 

I have employed Persons of the different Races. 



242. Did you employ them indiscriminately, English, Scotch, and Irish as 
you found them ? 

Yes, as I found them. 



24S. What Report are you able to make to the Committee as to the 
Character of the Irish Laboiirere ? 

From my own Experience I found them the best and the most hard.workinv. 
There were Three or Four Irish Labourers known to me in Sytlnei', whom°I 
employed when I had any very hard Work to do, knowing they would give me 
an honest Day’s Work, and work hard; they were very hard-workino strong 
Men. . a ^ 

244. Did they realize your Expectation during the Time you employed 

them ? j r j 

Always. 

245. Did you find them more difficult to manage and less controllable than 
the other Labourers ? 

I think they understood better what I wanted done. There was one Man 
who merely by working with me earned Money sufficient to enable him to 
purchase an Allotment of Ground in Sydney, on which he built a House, 
wholly by the Proceeds of his own Labour,— -one of those hard-working Men. 

24.6. Have you known other Instances of the same Kind, in which Men 
acting as Labourers have been enabled, by the Savings made out of their Wages, 
to pui-diase Land and become Settlers ? 

Not working with me ; but I know some Scotch Mechanics who did the same. 

247. Have Settlers an unlimited Run for their Cattle in the wild Lands that 
are not taken up? 

No; the Runs are limited. 

248. But they have all some Privilege of Run upon Lands not occupied ? 

They had formerly fed their Stock on waste Lands beyond what they held 

in possession. Leases of Runs are to be granted now under a recent Act of 
Parliament. 

249. When you say that the Runs are limited, by what are they limited? 

By certain natural conterminous Boundaries, understood between the Parties, 

and determined by the Commissioners of Crown Lands. 

250. Is not the Run also limited by the Number of Cattle or Sheep which 
they are authorized to put upon the Land ? 

Yes. 

251. Those Runs are Grants from the Crown ; a Person cannot claim the 
Privilege of a Run without a Grant from the Crown to that Effect ? 

We never acknowledge Runs as Grants, farther than that, according to the 
new System, they will be legalized by granting the promised Leases of Fourteen 
Years. Those Squatters have been very clamorous about obtaining some Title 
to Possession. A gi*eat Concession has recently been made, and an Act of 
Parliament has been passed, and, according to Regulations under Orders in 
Council recently sent out, they are to have Leases of Runs for Fourteen Years. 

252. But still those are only Leases ? 

Only Leases. But the Colonists in general seem to consider a Fourteen 
Years Lease in that Country, with a Power to renew it, almost as good as a Fee 
Simple. There is a Prohibition against the Cultivation of Wheat in those Runs 
by Act of Parliament, except for their own Use.' • 

(46.2.) D 253. You 
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You were understood to state, that the general Character of the Land is 
adapted for Pasturage, and that the Woods are not thick enough to prevent it ? 

1 think.it is more favourable for Pasturage than for any thing else. 

254. It is not like the back Woods of America, where the Land is heavily 
timbered over for the greater Part ? 

Not at all ; it is open Forest, and in many Parts consists of wide Downs and 
Plains, without Timber at all. 

255. How do they get the Produce to Sydney ; are there any Persons who 
let out Carts and Waggons for Hire ? 

There are a good many who let out their Drays for Hire, and most of the 
Squatters possess a considerable Number of Draught Oxen or Horses themselves ; 
they send the Wool down by their own Drays and Waggons. 

256. Do you cal! a Squatter a Man who settles without any Title ? 

Yes; with a Licence merely, and keeping a great Number of Sheep or 
Cattle. 

257. Are not there some Regulations by which the Squatter may become 
possessed of a Title to the Land ? 

Not within the surveyed Districts, the Nineteen Counties. According to the 
new Act of Parliament they allow to the Lessee the pre-emptive Right to 
purchase a Portion of the Run. 

258. Are there any Conditions as to the Mode of occupying Land, or 
building upon it the necessary Farm Buildings ? 

There are none of that Kind in connexion with those Leases. 

259. So that no Occupier is compelled, except by a Sense of his own Interest, 
to cultivate Land of which he may become possessed ? 

On the contrary, he is prohibited from cultivating more than what he requires 
for his own Use. 

260. Does that Rule apply to a Person who purchases Five or Six thousand 
Acres ? 

Not within the surveyed Limits, where hitherto Land could be purchased. 
Grants by Purchase do not bind him to do any thing to the Land. 

261. Are Squatters allowed within the surveyed Limits ? 

Yes, they are, but with much less Advantage. Leases within the Limits are 
to be for One Year only ; the Squatters do not desire that ; and the probable 
Effect of the new System will be to make a Belt of debateable Land, unoccupied 
Land, near the settled Districts, and to drive the Squatters to the Regions still 
further from the Colony. 

262. Has the general Nature of the Occupation and Tenure of the Land 
been Matter of Complaint by the Colonists ? 

It has been very much indeed. 

263. What is the principal Ground of the Complaints ? 

The high Price set upon the Land, that is one of the most prominent 
Grounds of Complaint. 

264. That Price being 1 1 . an Acre ? 

Yes. 

265. That is still considered very high, is it? 

It is Four Times more than Land is sold for in America or in Canada. 

266. How long has that Arrangement prevailed? 

Since the Year 1840. 

267. It is sold for the Benefit of the Colony itself? 

It created what is called the Land Fund, which Land Fund was to be 
employed, the Half of it, in taking out Emigrants from England. 

268. So that notwithstanding the Fund is used for the Benefit of the Colony, 
still the high Price is complained of generally by the Colony ? 

It is complained of generally j but the Fund is employed to take out Labour 
from England. 

269* Were 
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269. yoLi acquainted with the System that prevailed anteriorly : the 

System of Grants of Land ? r . j , 

Well acquainted with it. 



270. Was not that productive of very great Inconveniences which required 
Correction, and from which the System of Sale for the Benefit of the Colony 
has been the most improved Alteration ? 

It was so ; and the Sale at a moderate Price produced great Prosperity in the 
Colony. 

271. What was the System of Grants ? 

Free Grants were given to Parties according to the Capital they took to the 
Colony. 



272. Without any Payment ? 

Yes; but they were obliged to prove that for every Square Mile of Land 
granted they brought to the Colony 500/. Capital. 

273. Though that System was objected to, you see no Reason why, the Land 
being sold, it should be sold at a high Price ? 

None. 

274. Was the Money which was received for the Land generally applied to 
Purposes of Immigration, or was it not diverted at Times to the general Wants 
of the Colony ? 

A Portion of it was at one Time. A very large Fund arose from the Sale of 
Land at a moderate Price, which filled the Treasury Chest at the Time one 
Governor went away and another came to the Colony ; and the new Governor, 
finding the Chest full, employed that Money in various Ways. 



275. What was the Price of Land at the Time that occurred ? 

Five Shillings an Acre, at the Time when the Money accumulated. 

276. You spoke of the Cultivation of the Vine. Is there any Export of Wine 
from New South Wales ? 

Not yet. 

277. Is the Growth of it increasing? 

Very rapidly indeed. I planted Cuttings on about One or Two Acres, and 
after the Cuttings had been in the Ground only Sixteen Months I had a Vintage 
which gave me Four Pipes of Wine. 



278. Have any Pains been taken to introduce Persons who understand the 
Management of Vineyards, and the Manufiicture of Wine? 

Some Pains have been taken to obtain Vignerons, from the Rhine chiefly. 

279. Is it the Rhine Grape that you have planted? 

We have much of the Rhine Grape. I also grow some of the Claret Grape 
and tlie Constantia Grape. The Constantia Grapes grew very abundantly, and 
gave not a sweet Wine, but a sparkling dry Wine of the Colour of Amber. I 
hope, by applying the Methods of Wine-making which I learnt in Spain, to 
produce something original. 

280. What is the Quality of the other Wine which you made? 

It is chiefly resembling Hock — with a great deal of the Flavour of Hock, such 
as our Colonial Wines generally have. I have seen them so much like Hock 
that it was not easy to distinguish between them and Hock. 



281. Do the Gentlemen of the Country drink the Wine grown in the 
Colony ? 

Not much yet. 

282. By whom is it chiefly consumed ? 

Chiefly by the Labourers belonging to those Gentlemen who cultivate the 
Vine, who charge their Men 5s. a Gallon for it instead of Wages. 

283. Is it not drunk in Sydney by the richer Inhabitants? 

Not yet. But the Colonial Wine is very likely to come soon into general 
Use. 

(46.2.) D 2 284. Has 
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284i. Has the Cultivation of it increased ? 

Veiy much indeed. 

285. Can you give any Account of the Quantity ? » 

The Quantity is rapidly increasing, but I could not state the Amount, i hese 
are Notes which I made in Spain (producwg' the same), and Drawings w the 
different Methods of making Wine in Spain, the Mode of cultivating the Grape 
and planting the Vine, and the Tools which they use, also the Methods ot 
making Olive Oil, and of drying Raisins. We are wholly ignorant^of the 
Method of making Raisins in Australia, and it seems a very important Process. 

286. Do you consider that the Growth and the Manufacture of the Grape in 
Australia is more analogous to that in Spain or to that on the Rhine ? 

I only look to corresponding Parallels of Latitude. _ We are in a Latitude 
similar to that of the South of Spain, and ouv Climate is very like it. In Spain 
they can do nothing without Irrigation. In Australia we have not commenced 
yet to irrigate. By studying the Methods of the Moors we may learn how to 
overcome the same Difficulties. We still see the Methods of Moorish Irriga- 
tion in some Parts of Spain. 

287. Is the Climate of Australia of the same Description as that of the South 
of Spain ? 

■ Not quite so hot as the South of Spain, but very similar j very dry, and 
like it. 



288. What is the Price of the Colonial Wine per Gallon ? 
Five Shillings. 

289. There is no Duty of any Kind upon it ? 

No. 



290. Is there a Duty upon the Importation of Wine ? 
Yes. 



291. What does the Duty amount to? 

It is Fifteen per Cent, ad valorem. 

292. Has the Cultivation of the Olive gone to any Extent in New South 
Wales ? 

No. The Olive thrives wonderfully ; but they are under a very great Mis- 
take in the Colony respecting the Cultivation of the Olive, as I have ascertained 
by my Visit to Spain. They believe that it requires Twenty Years for the 
Olive to produce Fruit. I have found, on the contrary, that it is usual in the 
District of Baylen in Andalusia, to cut thick Arms of Trees, Shoots of about a 
Yard long, and of the Thickness of a Man’s Arm, and to place them transversely 
in the Ground, the small Twigs meeting, and just covering them with Earth, 
the Root being thus a Yard deep in the Earth. In Three Years afterwards a 
good Crop of Olives is to be obtained from that Ground. That I have to tell 
them in the Colony. 

29s. Those Shoots which are planted take Root? 

Yes. I was shown Shoots of Three Years Growth with Abundance of Fruit 
upon them. 

294. Are they the Spanish Olive, or the French ? 

The Spanish. 

295. Does not the Olive thrive best near the Sea? 

That I should say is not the Case in Spain. 

296. How do you proceed in making your Oil in Sydney? 

By Pressure and with hot Water. 

297. Did you begin with Pressure ? 

It was made in the Botanic Garden. I was not present at the making of it. 

298. Have you tried the Production of Silk ? 

On a snaall Scale. Silk is produced very easily and in great Abundance, but 
nothing has been done on any large Scale. 

299. Is the Mulberry indigenous ? 

Not indigenous. 

SOO. But 
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SOD. Bat the White Mulberry grows there? 

It grows very well. 

301. Can you put in, in illustration of your Evidence, a little Sketch of your 
exploring Tours ? 

I can ; here it is. 

The same is delivered in. (^See Appendix.) 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



Mr. DAVID MACLAREN is called in, and examined as follows ; 

302. YOU are Manager of the South Australian Company? 

I am. 

303. How long have you been connected with that Company ? 

Since 1836. 

304. You resided in the Colony yourself? 

I did, for about Four Years. 

305. Will you state historically when the Colony was founded, and what your 
Connexion with the Company has been ? 

The Colony was founded in 1834. The South Australian Company was 
formed immediately after in 1834 or 1835. It was formed simultaneously wuji 
the founding of the Colony. I was engaged by the Company to go there as 
Manager in July 1836 ; I sailed in December 1836, and arrived in the Colnujr 
in April I8S7. 

306. At that Time did you find the Lands entirely unoccupied ? 

Entirely unoccupied ; in a state of Nature absolutely. 

The following Return is delivered in ; 



Return showing the general Condition of South Australia in the Years 1840 
and 1845. 





1840. 


1845. 


Total Population - _ _ 


1 14,610 : 


22,390 


In Town - - - 


i 8,469 


7,413 


In the Country - - - 


6,121 


14,977 


Number of Public Houses 


107 


85 


Convictions of Crime f 


47 


22 


Acres in Cultivation - . - 


2,503 


26,218 


Exports of Colonial Produce 


.^15,650 


jfl31,800 


Revenue - - - - ■ 


^30,199 

^169,966 


^32,099 


Expenditure - - - i 


j^36,182 



S07. The Committee have before them a Return showing the Population, 
the Number of Acres in Cultivation, the Exports, and the Revenue of the 
Colony up to the Year 1845. Are you enabled to give the Committee any 
Account of a later Date than that? 

I can with reference to the Extent of Cultivation 5 I quote from the Govern- 
ment Gazette, an official Document. The total Amount of Acres under Culti- 
vation at the End of 1846 was 33,292^, as compared with 26,218 in 1845. 

308. And as compared with 2,503 in 1840 ? 

• Yes. Since that there has no oiBciid Document been published. I have 
however the Rent Rolls of the South Australian Company, which I can depend 
upon equally well as the Government Gazette. The Extent of the South 
Australian Company’s leasing by our Rent Roll of the 25th of March 1846 
was, for Agricultural Purposes 12,019l- Acres leased by 156 Tenants. On the 
(46.2.) D 3 25th 
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25th of March 1847 the South Australian Company’s Lands leased for Agri- 
cultural Purposes were 16, 661. 

309. Leased to Tenants paying Rent ? 

Leased to 223 Tenants paying Rent. The last Rent Roll I have is the 
25th of March 1847 j hut by Correspondence since giving me Reports regularly 
of the Leases that are effected, I find that there have been at least 4,000 Acres 
additional leased by the Company’s Agent there, making of the Company’s 
Lands upwards of 20,000 Acres at present leased by Tenantry for farming 
Purposes, exclusive of 2,000 Acres leased for Pasturage. 1 have a View of 
the Progress of Cultivation of the South Australian Company’s Lands as 
compared with the Progress in 1845. In 1845 there were of the South 
Australian Company’s Lands under Cultivation 4,143 Acres; in 1846, 5,023 
Acres; in 1847, 9»612 Acres. 

310. Can you state the Rate at which those Leases are made, and the Rents 
payable to the Company, and the Length of the Terms? 

They are generally leased for Periods of Twenty-one Years, — Three Series of 
Seven Years. They commence generally at Four or Five Shillings per Acre 
during the First Seven Years ; they advance generally One Shilling per Acre 
in each of the successive Series, Four, Five, Six Shillings ; or Five, Six, and 
Seven Shillings an Acre during the Three successive Series of Seven Years. 

311. What is your Engagement after the Expiration of the Twenty-one 
Years ; do the Lands then revert to the Company, or is there any Engagement 
for a Renewal at that Period with the Tenant ? 

There is no Engagement of Renewal ; but there was for a considerable Period, 
and there is still, a Clause in the Lease authorizing the Tenant to purchase the 
Freehold, the Price being fixed at the Commencement of the Lease what lie 
shall pay; so that after he has expended any Amount he is sure of getting 
it back again in Fee upon his purchasing the Freehold. 

312. At what Rate ? 

Generally at Twenty Years Purchase. 

313. Upon the first or upon the last Rent? 

If he purchases during the First Seven Years, if it has been leased at 4s. 
per Acre it generally is 4/. the Purchase ; if leased at 5s., it would be 5l. 

314. Twenty Years Purchase upon the Rent existing at the Time of the 
Purchase? 

Yes. 

315. Have many Purchases been made during those First Seven Years at 
that Rate ? 

Very few, because up to within a Twelvemonth the Farmers did not get 
remuuerating Prices for their Produce. But now they are getting remune- 
rating Prices. 

31 6. And you expect there will be some Land purchased in that Way? 

We do. ■ 

SI7. Will you describe the Character of the South Australian Company, and 
under what Authority it exists ? 

It is a private Joint Stock Company that was formed about the Year 1835 for 
the avowed Purpose of purchasing, occupying, and improving Lands in South 
Australia, carrying on besides Operations in the grazing of Cattle and the 
feeding of Sheep. They had also several Ships with which they intended to 
have gone into the Whaling Trade, and also to have carried on Colonial Trade. 
They established also a Bank. They have seen good to depart ftom the com- 
mercial Part of the Business, because though it was necessary at the Commence- 
ment, there being no Provision made for the Supply of necessary Articles, it 
now has gone into the Hands of private Merchants. They have also discon- 
tinued the Shipping Interest wholly ; it did not pay. They now confine 
themselves to the Cultivation of the Land, and tlie Sheep Flocks and Herds, 
and of late they have purchased a very extensive District of Mineral Lands. 
They contemplate working those in part themselves, and also leasing them to 

Parties 
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Parties that will work the Mines and pay them a Royalty. And they have 
rfready arranged for Three Sets of Parties of that Kind hi London \ have 

differ® ^ itlteresting, Specimens of Twenty 

Afferent Kinds of Copper Ores which we have just recemd from the South 
Australian Company s Lands {producing the same). They run, according 
CoppCT^°*™'^ Assays, as high as to include One of Eighty-six pet Cent, of 

S18. What Extent of Land have the Company ? 

They have about 60,000 Acres. The Colonial Land Commissioners had 
a Grant of tlie whole, and it was from the Commissioners that the South 
Australian Company purchased their Land. 

319- Can you state the Progress of the Mineral Wealth of the Colony f It 
appears by an official Return from the Colonial Office that the CooDer Ore 
sported m 184<i amounted to 4,000^. ; in 1845, 17 , 179 ^. ; and in Two 
Quarters of 1846, 54,168^. Can you carry down those Accounts to a later 
JJate ? 

I cannot carry down the entire Accounts of the Mineral Operations, because 
1 have not before me Reports to the Extent. I have the detailed Information 
as to One Company which has the Burra Burra Mine, which is one of the most 
extensively producing Mines in the World. There were 4,000 Tons at the 
Mine ready for Shipment ; and it was supposed that during the Twelve Months 
of the Year 1847 ftom Ten to Twelve thousand Tons would be shipped bv 
that Company alone. 



320. How does the Value of the Copper Ore of South Australia stand in 
competition with the other Copper Ores sold in the British Market? 

Much higher. The Average of the South Australian Copper Ore which has 
hitherto been sold cannot be under Twenty Pounds, and that from Devonshire 
and Cornwall does not generally exceed Eight Pounds. At a late Sale at 
Swansea there were 300 Tons of Copper Ore from this Mine to which I 
refer, the Burra Burra, which sold for 9,000/., being an Average of 30/ per 



321. What was the Per-centage of Copper? 

About Thirty-five per Cent. 

322. What is the highest Per-centage of British Ore ? 

It is in some Cases about Ten or Twelve. It does not average more than 
Eight. 

323. The Per-centage of Cuba Ore is about Forty, is not it ? 

I cannot speak decidedly to that. 

324. Plas much Ore been found of the Quality which you mentioned just 
now, Eighty-six per Cent. ? 

No ; this is a mere Specimen sent by our Colonial Manager ; but the Average 
of South Australian Ore has been about Twenty per Cent. Produce. 

325. Have you sent Machinery out? 

We have not. We did not anticipate, when the Company was first formed, 
any- Mineral Operations at all ; but our Colonial Manager knowing of thi.s 
valuable District of Country obtained Possession of it. The Company have 
not been sending out Miners, but the Colonization Commissioners have been 
doing so, and doing so most effectively and judiciously. 

326. Where from ? 

From Cornwall and Devon. The Emigration Vessels under the Charge of 
the Colonization Commissioners have regularly sailed, for Eighteen Months, 
One a Month j they leave the Thames, and then put into Plymouth, and take 
on board there the Mining Population. 

327 . What Number of them have gone.’ 

Three thousand Persons, male and female, old and young, went during the 
Year 1847, according to Official Returns; and of those I should imagine there 
are at least 800 Adult Persons connected with Mining Operations. 

<46-2.) D 4 328. Has 
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328. Has that Extent of Emigration which you have described produced any 
Glut in the Market, or is there still an active and increasing Demand for 

Labour in South Australia ? , T^ i r t i 

According to the last Accounts there is stili a regular Demand for Labour, 
and the Arrivals of those Vessels do not produce any Glut. Ihey are 
absorbed. 



329. Will you state to the Committee the Mode of Proceeding of your 
Company in establishing their Tenancies, and the Settlement of their own 

^We have given public Intimation of our being desirous of granting Leases. 
There were at first several Parties in this Country who arranged with the 
Board of Directors here to take Leases. Of late it has been almost entirely 
done in the Colony ; an Arrangement is just made with our Colonial Manager 
for Leases on the Terms I have mentioned, a regular Lease is executed there 
as here, and the Tenants are put into possession of the Land, and they proceed 
immediately to fence and cultivate it. And I can add, that in a Letter winch 
I have from our Colonial Manager, Mr. Giles, dated in February last, he 
mentions that almost all the Company’s Tenants, amounting to Two or ihree 
hundred, who at the Time when I left the Colony in 1841 were either mere 
Labourers or Shepherds, by their Savings and Industry had acquired a little 
Property, and were located as Farm Tenants on the Company’s Lands. 



330. Can you state any Circumstances individually proving the Advance of 
Prosperity of those People as exhibited by their Acquisition of Property? 

Yes, I can. I settled one Person on the Company’s Lands of the Name of 
Joseph Gould, who took with him about 400/. or 500/. as Capital •, he afterwards 
wrote me that in the course of Two Years he had doubled his Capital. 
Mr. Giles, our Manager, mentioned one Person who went out as a Labourer 
with Mr. Davenport, in the Year 1838; and when Mr. Giles wrote to me in 
February 1847, he said that Person had a Farm, and had at least 2,000 Bushels 
of Wheat upon it the preceding Harvest. Another that had gone with the 
same Gentleman, Mr. Davenport had at least 1,000 Bushels of Wheat grown 
on his own Ground. I have here the Letter from Mr. Giles of the 7th of 
February 1847, in which he says*. Almost all the Company’s present Tenants 
“ in the Country were Labourers when you left. Chandler, the Dunn.s, 
“ Phiphers, and some of our oldest Shepherds are now worth a good deal of 
“ Money. I should say George Dunn’s Property ” (that is one I already named 
as having been a Shepherd,) “ if sold at an Auction To-morrow would realize 
“ at least 1,000/. ; he has Three Sections of Land of liis own ; this has- been 
“ made in Eight Years. One Man, who came out a Labourer with poor 
“ George Francis Davenport, has 2,000 Bushels of Wheat this Year. Another 
“ of his Men, named Yates, has 1,000 Bushels of Wheat this Season.” He 
adds, “ I am quite certain that Wheat may be grown here for 3s. per Bushel, 
" and that at 4s. per Bushel the Farmers may live well and save Money, and 
“ at the same Time farm regulai-ly, following every Year as in England.” 



331. Does your Correspondent give you any Information at that Time of 
the Rate of Wages, and whether they were such as to admit of saving, on tlie 
Part of the Labourer ? 

Yes, he does; he mentions in the same Letter: “A Hundred Men are 
“ wanted by Government at this Juncture, to go upon the Roads, at 20s. per 
“ Week. From these Wages a saving Person could lay by at least 10s. per 
“ Week, and feed upon the best Bread and Meat in the Colony; so our 
“ Friends in England need not fear that their young Relatives will be reduced 
“ to Want in this Colony.” 

332. Does he inform you whether the Demand is an increasing or lessening 
Demand? 

I think it was in a subsequent Letter that he mentioned, that as the Govern- 
ment could not get them at 20s. they had advanced the Wages to 21s. By 
the last Accounts, which have just been received, common Labourers are 
getting from 20s. to 25s. a Week. 

SSS. What Wages do the Miners get? 

“ Miners, employed on what is called ‘ Owner’s Account,’ do not usually 

“ get 
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get more than ^5s. per Week at present, but as much as 80s. is paid to some. 
‘‘ Many steady experienced Hands are doing well at Tut- Work, but there are 
“ at present few Instances of excessive Earnings at Tut-Work or Tribute. 
“ Several Jobs have been taken lately at reasonable Rates.” 

S34. Has the Progress of the Town of Adelaide been considerable ? 

It lias been very considerable; the Progress was stayed 1 may say from 1841 
to about 1845 ; it has since then been gradually extending. But the Population 
that have gone to South Australia have located in the Country rather than in 
^e Town, so that the Improvement and Extension has been rather in the 
Country than in the Town. 

835. Adelaide is the principal Town in the Colony? 

It is. 

336. Has it Shipping? 

It is about Six or Seven Miles inland ; but Port Adelaide is at that Distance 
i^on a Creek, very favourably situated, and has one of the most secure 
Harbours imaginable. 

• Company originally contemplated engaging in Ship- 

ping, but that you have abandoned that Intention ; was tliat in a Confidence 
that the Commercial Wants of the Country would be adequately provided for 
by the private Enterprise of Merchants ? 

Completely. 

3^. Therefore it was not from any Want of Confidence in the Progress of 
the Colony that you abandoned tlie Shipping, but it was in confidence* that it 
would be supplied better by private Enterprise than by yourselves ? 

Yes. 

339. Have you any Statements to give illustrating the Commercial Procress 

01 the Colony ? ® 

The Progress of the Commercial Business of the Colony appears from the 
Statement made by the Governor in Council, on the 1st of July last. The 
Imports for 1843 were 109,000?., and the Exports for the same Year were 
81,000?. The Imports in 1844 were 119,000?., and the Exports 95,000?. The 
Imports in 1845 were 185,000?., and the Exports 148,000?. In 1846 the 
Iinports were 330,000?., and tJie Exports 813,000?. And I have the first Two 
Quarters of 1847 5 the Imports during the first Two Quarters of 1847 were 
129,000?. and the Exports 148,000?. 

340. Do you think that the Return for the first Two Quarters of 1847 
requires any Explanation, or does it give a direct Exponent of what the Total 
will be for the Year 184-7? 

I think it requires Explanation. The Explanation is, that during the other 
Two Quarters of 1847 there will come in the Exports of Wool, and increased 
Exports of Ore, which will probably raise the last Two Quarters of 1847 to 
considerably more than the first Two Quarters of the same Year. 

- Trade in the Two latter Quarters of the Year being greater than 

in the Two earlier Quarters? 

Yes. 

342. Is the Quality of the Agricultural Produce of South Austi-alia good ? 

It is very superior. When Lord Lyttelton was Under Secretary of State 

he mentioned in the House of Lords, as it was reported, and I believe correctly, 
that Australian Wlieat was the best in the World. The Price is decidedly 
higher than is obtained for any other Grain. I myself paid for a Cargo of 250 
Quarters at the Rate of 64lbs. the Bushel. 

343. Do you know how many Bushels they grow to an Acre? 

About Twenty-five i.s supposed to be a good Crop ; that has been exceeded 
but ftiy own Opinion is that upon the Average that has not been exceeded. 

344. Is any regular Rotation of cropping adopted ? 

Ihey have not as yet observed any regular Rotation. 

(40-2.) E . 345. The 
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2dMai^l84r8 ^ ^ 

■ The Fertility of the .Soil is such, that they have just gone on growing Wheat • 

generally Wheat has been the chief Article of Produce. ° ’ 

Are there Mineral Manures in the Country to admit of refreshing the 
Soil, such as Lime and Marl ? ® 

Yes ; there is a very considerable Quantity of Lime which may be had. 

347. You have no Convict Population in South Australia? 

None whatever. 

348. Who pays the Expense of this Transport of Emigrants ? 

1.1 Land Fund goes to defraying the Expense of transmitting- 

the Labourers. ^ 



are they advancing in South 



349. Are the Sales of Land considerable now ; 

Australia? 

They are. The last Sales were, about the Month of July, to the Extent of 
2,000(. ; those are periodical, but not at any stated Period; and they are 
regularly going on selling, not merely the Mineral Lands, although they have 
been greatly in Demand, but Lands for Agricultural Purposes. 

1 Si* Application of Capital to the Production of Mineral Wealth 
had the Effect of withdrawing Industry from Agricultural Improvement, or pro- 
□ucing any Indisposition towards it ? 

Not at all. 

351. Has the contrary been the Effect ? 

It has been the contrary, so that the South Australian Company have expe- 
rienced a veiy great Increase of Demand for the Occupation of their Lands 
PopukUon^ extensive Operations in the Mining 

352. Your Company have also Mines, have they not ? 

They liave^ 

353. Whereabouts are the Mines ? 

■ ™ different Localities, the Burra Burra Mine, which I referred to 

is about Ninety-six Miles distant from Adelaide almost in a due North Direc’ 
a°T'i • J Company’s Mineral Lands are to the Eastward of 

Adelaide, and about Twenty-five Miles distant. 

354. Have they Water Communication to them ? 

No ; most of the Mineral is brought by Land, so that at the Burra Burra 
Mine tliey contem^plated paying 30,0001. in the Year 1847 for Cartage alone of 
the Burra Burra Ores from the Mine to the Port. ° 

1 foe Ores gives Twenty per Cent, of Conner • 

the'^ Expense of Cartage to tile Sea Side^ by 

the r ime It reaches England what Expense is incurred ? ^ 

About 12/. pel- Ton. 

356. Including the original Expense of raising the Ore? 

and 7nsm™ce!''' “"‘i and Freight, 

357. What does it sell for? 

It averages about 20/. 

358. Leaving a Profit of 8/.? 

deaV™.?than's? 

359. There is no Coal ? 

“I at present inown in South Australia, but there is Coal to 
the West of the Swan Iliver which imglit be brought at small Expense. 

S60. Are the Mines near the Surface, or deep Mines f 
Near the Surface. 



.361. So 
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« now a Steam Engine employed, but kTs'c^l'i' ‘m 

?rt;”EatSj^^ sS if r : 

Indifferent Localities ? 

Arrival ftom the Colony almost Ss ; every 

of Minerals. ^ Information of new Discoveries 

sea Are there any other Minerals besides Copper ? 

Yes* Quality also ? 

365. Do you smelt the Copper there? 

melttng Operatrons have just begun, according to Inteliigeuce received this 

366. Where do you get Coal from ? 

we have t|u:S ^sf .4Vill“‘^\h^eT" ft ™" 

Wood and throwinc a Ouantitv nf n ^ ^ simple Process of raising a Pile of 

Produce of the Ore^fro^TfeTtyl^S” 

S 67 . Is there any Tin ? 

wa^iuTha'i^™ Totlje^dlail^ 

Ounces of Silver in the Ton. ^ turned out to be Lead, with Ninety 

368. Is Kangaroo Island settled ? 

the Vompant no ELlctldTnSf^ow"^ “ ‘"'’"“■'“"S 

N *“= Company ? 

Offic°e;s anVbuKm^^^' “^ht settle their first 

370. Is there any Communication by Land from Adelaide to Sydney? 

371 . What is the Distance ? 

.j... 

winch this Communication is apDroDriated i. tS T. • • ^lie^rpose to 
Sheep have been brought over, hnt L frequently ;^e„e™Cattle 

tauce"? Settlements of the two Colonies what is the Dis. 

Four or Five hundred Miles. 

th|?'peacefS‘ ™ .‘tey at all troublesome, or are 

of Adelaide are perfectly quiet and 

™otd!?;7th» If 

unaary or the Colony, have been m some Instances troublesome. 
Condttiofo7thflteri^g?nes?“ “ *0 Colony for the Improvement of the 
thef fefscSsIStitS.™' " pointed, and 

( 410 . 2 . ) 'Vo 

^ ' L 2 syg, 
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tl, n n” Measure of Emigration 

tliat could be properly absorbed in the Colony of South Australia ? “ 

■ recliie continually receiving and will continue to 

^ ”e'g>’.*>o“‘ng Colonies; and over and above there is a 

regular German Emigration that has gone on for Years. 

406. Is that to any particular Part of the Colony, or are the German 

Empants interspersed with the rest of the Emigrants Geiman 

gen^X -g?egatet"SLr ‘'-Y 

407 . Erom what Part of Germany do they chiefly go ? 

From the Hartz Distiict and from Silesia. According to Information that I 
have had within this Fortnight there are 800 Persons i7M,tein who 
aie determined to emigrate either to South Australia or to Texas A Gende 
man whom I know well was to proceed from Bremen to endLvoiir to n7nado 
them to go to South Australia, but the Result of his Visit I do not kno^w. 

408. Was that Gentleman engaged in the Colony’ 

Cofony? Emigration from Germany to the 

409. Therefore it may be assumed that he felt confident that ti,. ir ■ 

req"i7d"?'‘ Amount of Lab7r' w'as 

He has a decided Impression to that Effect. 

410. What Number of Germans is there altogether in the Colonv ? 

I suppose 111 the Colony there are about 3,000 or 4,000 German! 

411. Are they good Settlers ? 

They are very quiet sober Settlers. 

412. Do they agree well with the others ? 

Scrtclmiem'“"''‘' “ “dustrious Labourers as Englishmen or 

413. Do they bring their Families with them ? 

Yes; and the Women in fact have to do most of the hard Work and the 
Men go about smoking too much. 

414. In the Number of 8,000 which you have mentioned as tI,o M n 

Le se“t o„tl,!r''M“if ^ includfSth" 

It includes all. 

415. You stated that the Labour in the Mines is of a very elementary De- 
scriptjon j that the Mines are very easily worked Is it of snoli o t» ^ 
that Persons taken from Counties in whfch they wer^ 

Mining Labour would be fit to be employed in it ? ^ 

Proportion of them would now. At first the Mining Onerations 
weie lather quarrying than mining ; now, however, they are getting- into deener 
Ground, and those that are accustomed to Mining Oneratfons are dL'f Sf 
those, and those only, that ought to go for the Minf nil Xauds. decidedly 

416 . Are the Mines richer as they go deeper ’ 

In One Instance decidedly it has been so ; in'others it is expected to be so 

OP“’d'?"s “Old not be looked to as any very material 
Resource foi the Employment of Emigrants in general ? ^ 

Emnl 7 f n Dirooveries ^d the late Purchases shall induce a greater 
Empl(^).ment of Capital in that Department. There have been large PufcSsfs 
made that have not yet been wrought. “ rurcnases 

418. That is to say, that some other Mines may be opened which in the fii-.r 

instance will be very easily worked? wnicn m the first 

Yes. 

419. But as soon as the Mineral Wealth of the Country is opened out and it 

has been worked a short Time, it becomes unfit for ordinary Labour ? ’ ^ 

Oidmary Labour to a great Extent will still be required. There is a o-vpat a i 
of Work that must be done for which unskilled Labour is altogether si?fficiln7 

420. But 
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422. And that is the most profitable one^ 
it IS, decidedly. 

outtostThTosS?”" '--S been sent 

An^ipk!!? *'= of “>o^e sent a very unfavourable 

425. In what respect .= 

CoSfcd'Zt heS ;fe 

tiifS ~ "it 

decidedly sent^ fi-om IreZd. ^ “®=rior Grade 

«f). Do you know those Facts of your own Knowledge ? 

MaZger?ZdeZin1hZcdo?? J”” 

the?.Z„eZrf\‘'i?ar“isZo:^^^^^^ Observation, it was from 

428. Judging fi-om what he saw on board the Ship at Plymouth ? 

my^do‘!“ ‘bis Country do they take a Proportion of Women ? 

430. A proper Proportion ? 

both Sexes,"nnd they^adhSeTiri dosdTas S^clUtncTs ZpennT^"' 

bet«e„\"e‘';innt7ofletZ?^“" “ ^reat Disproportion 

No great Disproportion ; perhaps as SO may be to 25. 

4S2. Can yon state from whence those Irish Emigrants eame of whomyonspoke ? 

wlm had?e:„?iZr'”""' ‘b^ Gentleman 

■= a:iS“ ”j-i - 

EnXd?" “y“”“‘b i were they Irish settled in 

the?ZerXeT®°" "“ch put into Plymouth, and 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned to Thursday next, 
Two o’clock. 



(46.2.) 



E 4 



Mr. 2>. Mnclaren. 
2d IVTardi 1845. 
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f-000 a Jear you think is the full Measure of Eminration 
that could be properly absorbed in the Colony of South Australia ? ° 

logethei with what they are continually receiving and will continue to 
receive from the neighbouring Colonies; and over and atove theiD is a 
regular German Emigration that has gone on for Years. 

406. Is that to any particular Part of the Colony, or ate the German 

Eimpanls interspersed with the rest of the Emigrants C-eiman 

gen^X^oi^eVtlt^^Lr ‘-y 

407. Iroin what Part of Germany do they chiefly go ’> 

From the Hartz Distinct and from Silesia. According to Information that I 
have had within tins Fortnight there are 800 Persons in Holstein who 
are determined to emigrate either to South Australia or to Texas A GenHe 
man whom I know well was to proceed from Bremen to endeavo,,',- tn ^ i 
them to go to South Australia, Lt the Eesult o?rv“ Icno^''^'^ 

408. Was that Gentleman engaged in the Colony? 

Cofony? Emigration from Germany to the 

409. Therefore it may be assumed that he felt cnniidmf th-,* w • 

req"iTed “ Amount of Labo™®vJas 

He has a decided Impression to that Effect. 

rlnnn!’’“- ^ f mans is there altogether in the Colony? 

I suppose 111 the Colony there are about 3,000 or 4,000 Germans. 

411. Are they good Settlers ? 

They are very quiet sober Settlers. 

412. Do they agree well with the others? 

ScotchmS'''""'"’ “ industrious Labourers as Englishmen or 

413. Do they bring their Families with them ? 

Yes ; and the Women in fact have to do most of the hard Work and the 
Men go about smoking too much. 

414. In the Number of 8,000 which you have mentinned .« the -vr u 

*ene“tr tirSsf ^0“ includf ?b^srwt 

It includes all. 

415. You stated that the Labour in the Mines is of a very elementary De- 
sciiption j that the Mines are very easily worked Is it nF snf'Ii n Ti 

that Persons taken from CountrL in wS they wL 

Mining Labour would be fit to be employed to it ? ^ 

A very small Proportion of them would now. At first the Mining Ooeratinns 
were rather quarrying than mining ; now, however, they are gettinlinto deener 
Ground, and those that are accustomed to Minina Onerations sfp ^ -f 
those, and those only, that ought to go for the Mineral Xan*. ‘ 

416. Are the Mines richer as they go deeper? 

In One Instance decidedly it has been so ; to others it is expected to be so 

417. But the Mining Operations could not be looked to as any very materi’al 

Eesource for the Employment of Emigrants in general? ^ ^ iterial 

Emnlo “ f r Discoveries md the late Purchases shall induce a greater 
Employment of Capital in that Department There have been large PufcliaS 
made that have not yet been wrought. -rurcliabes 

418. That is to say, that some other Mines may be opened which in the first 

instance Will be very easily worked ? r wmcn in tiie tnst 

Yes. 

f ‘he Country is opened out and it 

has been worked a short Time it becomes unfit for ordinary Labour? 

Oidinary Labour to a great Extent will still be required. There is a m-Pnf A i 
of Work that must be done for which unskilled Labour is altogether suffident 

420. But 
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or tople V P*''^ “““ ^ Coumrv, 

4 Cow. 

4Sa. And that is the most profitable one? 

It IS, decidedly. 

t nave not myself, there were none in the Colony at the Time that I left it, 
out to'stftTusWk ?°'’ been sent 

AntfcTpLion" “-“0 sent a very nnfavonrable 

425. In what respect 

anlr Idlf jl^ligTe^llavl i^tlv t C °«d ^ 

on board the Vessel and he Confidence, said that he had gone 

Australia; he Slied t L verfhtd Tf Soing to S?nth 

that was his Opiniorrdfiomttar^^^^^^ i 

decidedly sent fiom Ireland. ^ Cirade 

«fi. Do you know those Facts of your own Knowledge ? 

Manager residenfin the Sony"?* reported to you by Mr. Giles, your 

Ohservatio„,itwasfrom 

4g& Judging fiom what he saw on board the Ship at Plymouth ? 

‘‘‘'J take aProportion of Women P 

430. A proper Proportion ? 

bot“! ™f^h’:y^al~^^^^ cloSrrs S^nmstnces ^^rpeSlf 

bett'e„'t"he'kl,Se7oflettsf“‘"^ " 

No great Disproportion ; perhaps as 30 may be to 25. 

«S. Can you state from whence those Irish Emigrants came of whom you spoke ? 

wirhad^s”en‘‘ZnT‘'”"®’ »f «>" Gentleman 

EnXd^°“ at %“°fth ; were they Irish settled in 

the? "t^ei'^Sri-r P"‘ -d 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 

Ordered, That this Committee be adjonrned to Thursday nest, 

Two o’clock. 



( 16 . 2 .) 



E 4 



Mr, D. Maelaren. 
2d March 1845. 
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Die Jovis, 9° Martii 1848. 



The LORD MONTEAGLE OF BRANDON in the Chair. Evidence bn 

Colonization from 

* Ireland. 

THOMAS FREDERICK ELLIOT Esquire is called in, and examined as 

, follows : 

. , 9th March 1848. 

435. SINCE you were examined in the course of the last Session you nave 

ceased to be Chairman of the Colonization Commission ? 

I have been removed to the Colonial Office as Assistant Under Secretary of 
State. * 

436. Will you have the goodness, with reference to the Statements which 
you laid before the Committee in the course of the last Year, to show the Results 
of the Emigration of previous Years to Canada, as reported by Mr. Buchanan ? 

Probably I can best state the Result of Mr. Buchanan^s Reports by reading 
the Passage upon the Subject in a Communication which our Board had 
occasion to make to the Secretary of State on the 20th of November last. 

“ The Annual Returns show that in no earlier Period of Five Years had so 
“ many People emigrated as in the Five Years ending with 1846, and yet the 
“ whole of this large Emigration was effected healthily and prosperously. We 
annex a Return, by which it will be seen that the Deaths on the Voyages to 
Canada did not exceed One Half per Cent., or Five in every 1,000 Persons 
“ embarked, and that the Deaths in Quarantine did not exceed One and One 
Third for every 1,000 Persons embarked ; and, as Evidence of the State of 
“ Health and Efficiency in which they landed, we annex a Summary of the 
“ successive Statements of the Emigrant Agents in Canada, showing that the 
People found no Difficulty in getting Employment, and had become readily 
“ absorbed in the Mass of the Population. The Government, therefore, at the 
“ Commencement of the present Year” (that is, the Year 1847,) in 

“ possession of this Fact, that in the preceding Five Years a greater Number 
of Persons had emigrated to North America than had ever done so before, 

“ and had emigrated, under existing Arrangements, without Sickness, and 
“ without any serious Difficulty or Disaster.” The Summary alluded to in the , 
preceding Extract was as follows : 

Resuhks on the Means of Employment found by Immigrants into Canada since 1842 
inclusive, collected from the Agents Reports, as summed up in the Commissioners 
Annual REPonTS. 

Immigration of 1842.— Although the Emigration to Canada during the Year 1^2 
exceeded that of the previous Year by no less than 16,288 Souls, there is Reason to believe 
that few of the industriously disposed remained at the Close of the Year witliout Employ- 
ment. The Number in the Two Years were as follows : 

1841 - 28,086 

1842 ----- 44,374 

Immigration 1843. — This Year the Immigration was 21,727. It was as fortunate as 

remarkable a Feature in the Immigration of last Year, that a verv large Proportion, about ^ 

Three Fourths of the whole, came out to their Friends and Relations; and it is gi^ifyiiTg 
to perceive, from Mr. Buchanan’s Annual Report, that there was no extensive Distress 
among the Immigrants. 

Immigration of 1844. — This Year the Immigration was 20,142. It is satisfectory to 
observe that none of the industriously disposed have remained improvided with Work ; at 
the same’Time, Provisions and Necessaries of all Kinds are reported to be plenuiid. ihe 
Agent points out the Advantages to the Immigrants on their arriving early in the Year. 

Immigration oflh^b. — The Number of Immigrants of 25,375. Several of them were 
possessed of moderate Capital, and proceeded at once to purchase 'partiaDy improved Pro- 
perties, or to enter into Trade. A larger Portion vvere Bmall Farmers, with suaeient J>!^ans 
to enable them to establish themselves advantageously on wild Lands ; but the great Bulk 

(46.3.) F 
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were agricultural Labourers, many of whom had nothing even for their immediate Support. 
The Means of Employment in ] 845 are described by Mr. Buchanan as very abundant. 

Immigration ^1846. — The Numbers this Year were much larger than in any preceding 
Year since 1842 j they amounted to 32,153. Yet the first Part of Mr. Buchanan’s Report, 
headed “Prospects for 1847,” states tliat “there is little, if any, Distress among the Emigrants 
“ of the last Year, and shows his Confidence in the Field which is open to Enterprize and 
Industry. _ He concludes by repeating Mr. Hawke’s Remark, that the Province is capable 
of sustaining in Comfort a large annual Accession of Labourers, provided they be trans- 
ported to the Places where their Services are required. 

437. That brings it down to the End of the Year 1846? 

Yes. 



438. Can you add a Statement of the Number of Emigrants in eacli of those 
Years ? 

The Immigration into Canada, including the Year just closed, has been us 
follows : 

1842 - - 44,374 ' 1845 . . 25,375 

1843 - - 21,727 1846 . . 32,753 

1844 - - 20,142 1847 - - 84,445 

439. 'Will you now proceed to give the Committee an Account of the 
Emigration of last Year, more especially as relating to the Numbers and to 
the Health of the Emigrants ? 

The greatest Number of People who had ever emigrated before in One Year 
having been not quite 130,000, the Numbers who left this Kingdom last Year 
amounted to upwards of 250,000. I will hand in a Statement distinguishinis 
the Destination of the Emigrants. ° ° 

The same is delivered in, and is as follows : 

.,■0 . . “9th March 1848. 

Emigration in 1847, from those Ports of the United Kingdom at which 
Government Emigration Officers are stationed. 





United States. 


British 

North 

America. 


Total 

North 

America. 


Australia. 


All other 
Places. 


English Stations, ex- \ 
cept Liverpool - J 
Liverpool 
Scotch Stations 
Irish Stations - 


10,517 

103,665 

3,928 

20,752 


3,194 

30,397 

3,268 

64,727 


13,711 
134,062 ! 
7,196 1 
85,479 


5,016 

17 

330 

264 


2,967 

445 

203 

IS 


Totals - 


138,862 . 


101,586 


240,448 


5,627 


8,633 



21,694 

134,524 

7,729 . 

85,761 



249,708 



X u.iijK Jt uiatenui 10 aaa tnat wmie tlie JN umber of Passengers from Ports 
at winch there are regular Emigration Officers was nearly 250,000, it would 
gjpear, trom Returns furnished by the Customs, that the Number from all the 
Ports ot the Kingdom did not exceed 258,000; so that for every 100 Emi 
grants who have the Benefit of sailing from Ports at which there are Naval 
Officers expressly devoted to their Inspection, there are only Three who sail 
ffiom other Ports, where also, as the Committee are aware, the Officers ot 
Customs are required to enforce the Passengers Act. 

protrf Kingdom did those Emigrants chiefly 

It will be found that 8,5,000 went from Irish Ports, and that from Liverpool 
alone there went 134,000. 

_ 441. Were not a great Number of the Liverpool Emigrants, though sailing 
from an English Port, in reality Irish Emigrants? * 

Irijh^* ’ Kfigretion from Liverpool was composed almost entirely of 

By what Means did this Emigi-ation take place ? 

. t 0™ Kesources or by Funds 

contributed to them from Proprietors. Many of the Emigrants afso were 

enabled 
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enabled to go out to America through Contributions from their Friends who T.F.ElUot,Esq. 

had preceded them. 

4<43. By what Description of Vessels were they conveyed? . 

The Emigrants are conveyed in Vessels which go out to our Colonies chiefly 
for Timber, and to the United States for different Purposes of Commerce, "but 
there is no Class of Vessels which looks exclusively to the Passenger Trade. 



444<- The Passenger Trade is practically a Return Trade, or rather an 
outward Trade of Vessels which go chiefly for Return Cargoes, is not it? 

Yes, it is so. The Colonial Ships would go out in Ballast if it were not for 
the Emigration. 

445. Can you state whether in the course of last Year, as in previous Years, 
there was a considerable Amount of spare Tonnage beyond the Tonnage which 
was taken up for Emigrants ? 

In previous Years I am aware that there was a great deal of Tonnage more 
than was used for Emigrants. I am not aware of the Particulars as to last Year 
but it is very material to bear in mind that you cannot measure the Resources 
for additional Emigrants by the Number of Ships which go out without either, 
Passengers or Cargoes, for many Owners would rather not take Passengers at 
the low Prices they pay. 

446. Was not that peculiarly the Case last Year, from the Necessity of the 
very rapid Despatch of Vessels in order to bring back Supplies of Grain with 
the least possible Delay ? 

I should think that must have exercised an Influence. 

447 . Can you inform the Committee what were the Results of the Emigra* 
tion of last Year as to Health ? 

They were exceedingly unfortunate. Of rather more than 100,000 People 
who started for our own Provinces upwards of 17j000 died either on the 
Voyage or in Quarantine after landing, making the fearful Mortality of Seven- 
teen per Cent. I have already mentioned to the Committee that in a Period 
of Years the Rate of Mortality was not more than a Half per Cent. I may 
perhaps be permitted to say that in the Report from the Emigration Commis- 
■sioners dated 20th of November 1847, and printed at Page Thirty-one of the 
Papers recently laid before Parliament on North American Emigration, the 
Causes of this Sickness are very fully investigated, and some future Remedies 
proposed. 

448. Will you state shortly what those Cases were? 

I think it must be evident that a considerable Part of the Mortality of last 
Year was owing to Causes which were both temporary and local. The 
first obvious Remark is the one which I have already submitted, that in pre- 
vious Years this Emigration went on without any great Misfortune. In the 
next place, even last Year, in the Midst of the Sickness which was raging, we 
found that only those Ships suffered materially which sailed from Ports at 
home where Fever was prevalent. At the very same Moment that the most 
frightful Mortality was occurring in Ships that went from Liverpool or from 
Cork, Vessels from various other Ports of the United Kingdom made the 
Passage healthily. 

449- Was it not the Fact that Vessels which were provided in the best 
possible Manner, namely, Vessels for the Conveyance of Troops at the Expense 
of the Government, sailing from the infected Ports, were subject to a severe 
Mortality notwithstanding the Care that had been taken for the Passengers ? 

Yes, that was the Case. 

450. Was it not also the Case that from Ports which were not infected (to 
use such a Term) Passenger Vessels which were only provided in the accus- 
tomed Passenger Manner, although less well provided, exhibited no extraor- 
dinary Rate of Mortality ? 

Yes. No extraordinary Rate of Mortality appeared in Ships from the Ports 
which were not suffering from Fever. 

451. Does this Evidence apply not only in distinguishing the Ports of Ireland 
from the Ports of Great Britain, but as between certain Ports of Ireland and 
other Ports? 

Yes, it does so. The Sickness was worst in the Vessels sailing from those 
(46.8.) F 2 Irish 
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Irish Ports where it was known that Fever prevailed the most. I may perhaps 
take this Opportunity of observing that the same Inference is confirmed by 
another Fact. Complaints were oilen made in the Public Press that German 
Passengers last Year reached America in good Health while British Emigrants 
suffered so severely. The Truth is, that this was only an additional Evidence 
that People going from Countries where Sickness did not prevail escaped 
Sickness on the Passage. 

4)52. Were not some of those German Ships, in point of fact, more crowded 
than some of the Emigrant Ships from the United Kingdom which suffered? 

It was distinctly so reported by the Emigrant Agents in Canada. 

4)53. Have you by the Experience of last Year, and especially by the Mis- 
fortunes which you have described, been led to consider any Provisions in the 
existing Law which require Amendment? 

Yes. For while I have been explaining the Reasons why I should ascribe 
much of the Sickness to temporary Causes, I also think that last Year’s Expe- 
rience has brought to light permanent Causes of Illness which we ought to 
endeavour in future to avoid. Although the Passengers Act did previously 
appear sufficient for its Purpose, yet the great Trial to which it was subjected 
last Year brought out Defects which had before, not unnaturally, escaped 
Notice. 

454). Have you had many Reports made to you of Misconduct of the Captains 
or Masters of Vessels, and Violations of the Passenger Act during the Voyage ? 

There have been a great many Prosecutions in New Brunswick, but chiefly, I 
think, for minor Offences against the Law. We have had some Evidence of 
serious Faults of Conduct on the part of Captains in the Sale of Spirits. 

455. Is not it the Fact, that the Emigrant upon landing is so eager to pro- 
ceed to his Destination and to obtain Employment, that he is reluctant to 
remain for the Purpose of instituting any Prosecution ? 

No doubt that must act much against an effectual Enforcement of the Law. 

456. By the Passengers ? 

By the Passengers. 

457. Even in the event of the Appointment of an Officer to prosecute for 
such Offences, must not the Passenger be a Witness to prove the Fact in many 
Instances? 

Yes, he must. Still I think a great deal may be done by Activity on the 
Part of the Officers who see the People arrive; and the Proof of this is the 
great Number of Prosecutions which are brought successfully in New 
Brunswick. 

458. Through the Activity of your Agent? 

Yes. 

459- Have you had any Reports from any Passengers made to yourself of 
the Mode in which this Trade is carried on, and of the Defects which exist in 
the present Law, as well as in the Mode in which it is administered ? 

One of the most important Pieces of Evidence upon Emigration which I 
have ever seen in my Life was contained in a Letter which I received from 
Mr. Stephen De Vere. He is a private Gentleman who has gone from Ire- 
land to Canada, wishing to judge for himself whether it was a good Place 
to which to encourage his poorer Neighbours to proceed. He voluntarily 
exposed himself to the Inconvenience and Hazard of taking his own Passage 
in the Steerage, and after his Arrival he wrote to me at my Request a very 
full Letter giving an Account of all that he observed. This Letter has, I 
think, weighed much with the Government in forming the Conclusion that 
it was desirable to endeavour to amend the Law in the course of the present 
Session. 

460. Has that Letter been made official in the Secretary of State’s Office? 

I thought it my Duty to lay it before Lord Grey, who felt it to be so impor- 
tant that, in addition to considering such Parts of it a.s relate to this Country, 
he has communicated it to the Governor General of Canada, in order to sug- 
gest the Improvement of such Matters as require Correction on that Side of 
the Water. 

461. Can 
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461. Can you lay a Copy of that Letter before the Coramlttee? 
I will do so. 

The same is delivered in, and read as follows : 



T- P- Elliot, Esq. 
9th March 1848. 



My dear Sir, London, Canada West, 30th November 1847. 

I have to thank you for sending tne the Report of the Colonization Committee of last 
Year, the Evidence contained in which (though I have not yet had Time fully to go through 
it) proves to me the Value of Emigration at home, and confirms the Opinions I had already 
formed of the Benefit likely to result to the Colonies from it. 

The Emigration of the past Year was enormous, though deriving no Assistance from 
Government until its Arrivm here. The Mortality also was very great. During the next 
Year the Number of Emigrants will probably be still larger; and I fear we shall have a 
Repetition of the Mortality if the Errors which Experience has detected be not promptly 
and liberally corrected. I shall not regret the Disasters of the last Two Years, if tlieir 
warning Voice shall have stimulated and enabled us to effect a. System of Emigration, 
hading tofutu.ro Colonization, which shall gradually heal the diseased and otherwise incurable 
State of Society at home, and at the same Time infuse a Spirit into the Colonies which shall 
render them the Ornament, the Wealth, and the Bulwark of the Parent Countiy. 

We have no Right to cure the Evil of Over-population by a Process of Decimation, nor 
can Emigration be serviceable in Canada, unless the Emigrants arrive in a sound State 
both of Body and Mind. I say, “ both of Body and Mind,” because Clamour in Canada 
has been equally directed against the diseased Condition and the listless Indolence of this 
Year’s Emigrants. But, while I admit the Justice of that Clamour to a certain Extent, 

I must protest against the Injustice of those here who complain that the young and vigorous 
should be accompanied by the more helpless Members of their Families, whom they are 
bound to protect ; and I cannot but remember that Famine and Fever were a Divine Dis- 
pensation inflicted last Year upon nearly the whole World, and that the Colony could not 
reasonably expect to be wholly exempt from the Misfortunes of the Parent State. 

The fearful State of Disease and Debility in which the Irish Emigrants have reached 
Canada must undoubtedly be attributed in a great Degree to the Destitution and con- 
sequent Sickness prevailing in Ireland, but has been much ^gravated by the Neglect of 
Cleanliness, Ventilation, and a generally good State of social Economy during the Passage, 
and has been afterwards increased, and disseminated throughout the whole Country by the 
Mal-arrangements of the Government System of Emigrant Relief. Having myself sub- 
mitted to the Privations of a Steerage Passage in an Emigrant Ship for nearly Two 
Months, in order to make myself acquainted with the Condition of the Emigrant from the 
Beginning, I can state from Experience that the present Regulation for ensuring Health 
and comparative Comfort to Passengers are wholly insufficient, and that they are not and 
cannot be enforced, notwithstanding the great Zeal and high Abilities of the Government 
Agents. 

Before the Emif^rant has been a Week at Sea he is an altered Man. How can it be 
otherwise? Hundreds of poor People, Men, Women, and Children, of all Ages, from the 
drivelling Idiot of Ninety to the Babe just born, huddled together without Ligh^ without 
Air, wallowing in Filth and breathing a fetid Atmosphere, sick in Body, dispirited in Heart, 
the fevered Patients lying between the Sound, in sleeping Places so narrow as almost to 
deny them the Power of indulging, by a Change of Position, the natural Restlessness of the 
Disease; by their agonized Ravings disturbing those around, and predisposing them, 
through the Effects of the Imagination, to imbibe the Contagion ; living without Food or 
Medicine, except as administered by the Hand of casual Charity, dying without the 
Voice of Spiritual Consolation, and buried in the Deep without the Rites of the Church. 
The Food is genernllv ill selected and seldom sufkiently cooked, in consequence of the In- 
sufficiency and bad Construction of the cooking Places. The Supply of Water, hardly 
enough for cooking and drinking, does not allow washing. In many Ships the filthy Beds, 
teemm<f with all Abominations, are never required to be brought on deck and aired ; the 
’narrow” Space between the sleeping Bertlis and the Files of Boxes is never washed or 
scraped, but breathes np a damp and fetid Stench, until the Day before Arrival at Qua- 
rantine, when all Hands are required to “scrub up,” and put on a ftdr Face for the 
Doctor and Government Inspector. No moral Restraint is attempted, the Voice of Prayer 
is never heard; Drunkenness, with its consequent Train of ruffianly Debasement, is not 
discouraged, because it is profitable to the Captain, who traffics in the Grog. 

In the Ship which brought me out from London last April, the Passengers were found 
in Provisions by the Owners, according to a Contract and a furnished Scale of Dietary. 

The Meat was of the worst Quality. The Supply of Water shipped on board was abundant 
but the Quantity served out to the Passengers was so scanty that they were frequently 
obliged to throw overbroad their Salt Provisions and Rice (a most important Article of their 
Food), because they had not Water enough, both for the necessary cooking and the satisfying 
of their raging Thirst afterwards. . . , , , • c - 

Tfiey could only afford Water for washing by withdrawing it from the cooking of tiieir 
Food. I have known Persons to remain for Days together in their dark close Berths, 
because they thus suffered less from Hunger, though, compelled at foe same Time by Want 
of Water to heave overboard their Salt Provisions and Rice. No Cleanliness was enforced ; 

(4,6.3.) F 3 •I'O 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




46 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT 'COMMITTEE 



T. Elliot, Esq, 
9tli March 1848. 



the Beds never aired; the Master, during the whole Voyage, never entered the Steerage, 
and •would listen to no Complaints ; the Dietary contracted for was, witli some Exceptions, 
nominally supplied, though at irregular Periods ; but felse Measures were used (in which 
the Water and several Articles ot dry Pood were served), the Gallon Measure containing 
but Three Quarts, which Fact I proved in Quebec, and had the Captain fined for. Once 
or. twice a Week ardent Spirits were sold indiscriminately to the Passengers, producing 
Scenes of unchecked Blackguardism beyond Description; and Lights were prohibitei 
because the Ship, — with her open Fire-grates upon Deck — with Lucifer Matches and 
lighted Pipes used secretly in the Sleeping Berths — was freighted with Government Powder 
for the Garrison of Quebec. 

The Case of this Ship was not one of peculiar Misconduct; on the contrary, I have the 
strongest Reason to know from Infoi’mation which I have received from very many Emi'- 
grants well known to me, who came over tltis Year in different Vessels, that this Ship was 
better regulated and more comfortable than many that reached Canada. 

Some of these Evils might be prevented by a more careful Inspection of the Ship and 
her Stores, before leaving Port; but the Provisions of the Passenger Act are insufficient 
to procure Cleanliness and Ventilation; and the Machinery of the Emigration Agencies at 
the landing Ports is insufficient to enforce those Provisions and to detect Frauds. It is 
true that a Clerk sometimes comes on board at the Ship’s Arrival in Port; questions the 
Captain or Mate, and ends by asking whether any Passenger means to make a Complaint; 
but this is a mere Farce, for the Captain lakes care to “keep away the Crowd from the 
Gentleman.” Even were all to hear the Question, few would venture to commence a Pro- 
secution, — ignorant, friendless, pennyless, disheartened, and anxious to proceed to the 
Place of their ultimate Destination. 

Disease and Death among the Emigrants, nay the Propagation of Infection throughout 
Canada, are not the worst Consequences of this atrocious System of Neglect and Ill-usage. 
A Result far worse is to be found in the utter Demoralization of the Passengers, both Male 
and Female, by the Filth, Debasement, and Disease of Two or Ihree Months so passed. 
The Emigrant, enfeebled in Body and degraded in Mind, even though he should have the 
physical Power, has not the Heart, has not the Will to exert himself. He has lost his 
Self-respect, his Elasticity of Spirit ; he no longer stands erect ; he throws himself listlessly 
upon the daily Dole of Government, and, in order to earn it, carelessly lies for Weeks upon 
the contaminated Straw of a Fever Lazaretto. 

I am aware that the Passengers Act has been amended during the last Session, but I 
have not yet been able to see the Amendments. They are probably of a Nature calculated 
to meet the Cases I have detailed; but I would earnestly suggest the Arrangement of 
every Passenger Ship into separate Divisions for the married, for single Men, and for 
single Women, and the Appointment from amongst themselves of “Monitors” for each 
Ward ; the Appropriation of an Hospital Ward for the Sick ; the providing of commodious 
cooking Stoves and Utensils, and the Erection of decent Privies ; and the Appointment to 
each Ship carrying more than Fifty Passengers of a Surgeon paid by Government who 
should be invested during the Voyage with the Authority of a Government Emigration 
Agent, with Power to investigate all Complaints at Sea, on the Spot, and at the Time of 
their Occurrence, to direct and enforce temporary Redress, and to institute Proceedings on 
arrival in Port, in concert with the resident Emigration Agent. He ought for this Purpose 
to have Authority to detain Witnesses, and to support them during the Prosecution at 
Government Expense. I would also suggest the Payment of a Chaplain of the Religion 
professed by the Majority of the Passengers. The Sale of Spirituous Liquors should be 
. prohibited, except for medicinal Purposes, and the minimum Supply of Water enlarged 
from Three to Four Quarts, 

I believe that if these Precautions were adopted the human Cargoes would be landed in 
a moral and physical Condition far superior to what they now exhibit, and that the addi- 
tional Expense incurred vi'ould be more than compensated by the Saving effected in 
Hospital Expenses and Emigrant Relief. 

The Ari'angements adopted by the Government during the past Season for the Assist- 
ance of Pauper Emigrants after their Arrival in Canada were of Three Sorts, Hospitals, 
temporary Sheds, and Transmission. These Measures were undertaken in a Spirit of 
Liberality deserving our best Gratitude; and much Allowance ought to be made for 
Imperfections of Detail which it was not easy to avoid under the peculiar and unexpected 
Exigencies of the Case. But I think I can demonstrate that much of the Mortality which 
has desolated as well the old Residents as the Emigrants may be attributed to the Errors of 
those Arrangements. 

In the Quarantine Establishment at Grosse Isle, when I was there in June, the Medical 
Attendance and Hospital Accommodations were quite inadequate. The Medical Inspection 
on boai’d was slight and hasty ; hardly any Questions were asked; but as the Doctor walked 
down the File on Deck he selected those for Hospital who did not look well, and after a 
very slight Examination ordered them on shore. The Ill-effect of this Haste was Twofold. 
Some were detained in Danger who were not ill, and many were allowed to proceed who 
were actually in Fever. Of tlie Management of the Hospitals in general I do not feel 
myself quali^d to speak, and I have no doubt that you are in possession of Reports which 
will enable you to draw your own Conclusions. 
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The Sheds were very miserable, so slightly built as to exclude neitlier the Heat nor the T. F. Elliot, Esq, 

Cold. No sufficient Care was taken to remove the Sick from the Sound, or to disinfect 

and clean the Building after the Removal of the Sick to the Hospital. The very Straw 9th Marcli 1848. 

upon which they had lain was often allowed to become a Bed for their Successors ; and I 

have known many poor Families prefer to burrow under Heaps of loose Stones which hap- 
pened to be piled up near the Shore ratlier than accept the Shelter of the infected Sheds. 

It would, 1 am aware, have been difficult to have provided a more substantial Shelter for 
the Amount of Destitution produced by the peculiar Circumstances of the past Year ; but 
1 hope that in future, even though the Number of Emigrants should greatly exceed that of 
last Yeai’, so large an Extent of Pauper temporary Accommodation may not be necessary, 
and that a better built and better regulated House of Refuge may be provided. 

Of the Administration of temporary Relief by Food to the Inmates of the Sheds, I must 
speak in Terms of the highest Praise. It was a harassing and dangerous Duty, and one 
requiring much Judgment on the part of the Agent, and it was performed with Zeal, 

Humanity, and good Sense. 

I must now advert to what has been the great Blot upon tlie Government Arrangements, 
the Steam Transmission up the Country. 

The great Principle, that the due Regulation of Passenger Ships is a Duty of the State, 
is admitted by the Passengers Act. The Government itself enforces the heaviest Penal- 
ties for the Infringement of its Provisions. But yet, when the Government itself under- 
takes to transmit Emigrants from Quebec to Montreal, Kingston, and Toronto, how has it 
acted? I state, upon the Authority of Mr. M‘Elderry, the able and indefatigable Emi- 
grant Agent at Toronto, who has fallen a Victim to his Zeal and Humanity, that the 
Government made an exclusive Contract with One Individual for the Steam Transmis- 
sion of all Emigrants forwarded by the State, at a certain Price per Head, without any 
restrictive Regulations. The Consequences were frightful. I have seen small in- 
commodious and Hl-ventilated Steamers arriving at the Quay in Toronto, after a 
Forty-eight Hours Passage from Montreal, freighted with fcetid Cargoes of 1,100 and 
1,200 “Government Emigrants” of all Ages and Sexes, the healthy, who bad just 
arrived from Europe, mixed with the half-recovered Convalescents of the Hospital, unable 
during that Time to lie down, almost to sit. In almost every Boat were clearly 
marked Cases of actual Fever, in some were Deaths; the dead and the living huddled 
together. Sometimes the Crowds were stowed in open Barges, and towed after the Steamer, 
standing like Pigs upon the Deck of a Cork and Bristol Packet. A poor Woman died in 
the Hospital here in consequence of having been trodden down, when weak and fainting, 
hi one of those Barges. I have myself, when accompanying the Emigrant Agent on bis 
Visit of Duty to inspect the Steamer on her Arrival, seen him stagger back, like one struck, 
when first meeting the Current of fostid Infection exhaled from between her Decks. It is 
the unhesitating Opinion of every Man I have spoken to, including Government Officers 
and Medical Men, that a large Proportion of the Fever throughout the Country has been 
actually generated in the River Steamers. Surely, surely, this may be avoided for the 
future. If the entire Steam Navigation should be, as I am informed it was this Year, in 
the Hands of one unopposed Individual, and that he should refuse to accept a Contract 
upon reasonable Terms, and with the Conditions necessai'y for securing Ventilation, Com- 
fort, and Health, the Government might easily take the Transmission into their own Hands, 
put on Steamers, and forward the Emigrants at Half of this Year’s Charges; not to 
mention the Saving which would certainly be effected in Hospital Expenses. 

The Causes which produced the immense Emigration of the past Year sull exis^ and the 
Numbers next Year will probably be still larger, and we shall have a Repetition of the 
same Scenes of Misery if prompt Measures be not taken for their Prevention. But 
Government must not stop there, something must be done for the profitable Employment 
of the Emigrants. To support them is but a temporary Shift, they must be enabled to 
become valuable Citizens to the Colony. 

The Progress of Canadian Improvement is slow as compared with the natural Capabili- 
ties of the Province; this I attribute, in the first instance, to the miserably defective State 
of its internal Communications. The beat and largest Portion of the Land lies idly 
unprofitable, contributing nothing to Commerce, the spread of Civilization, or the Support 
of Man. 

At the Interior Markets the Prices of all Articles of agricultural Produce are so low in 
consequence of the Difficulty of Transmission to the Ports, tliat a professional Farmer 
cannot afford to employ his Capital in developing the Productiveness of the Soil. 

The inland Settlers, therefore, who have been enabled, by the high Rate of Wages which 
they have earned as Labourers, to purchase small Freeholds, are mere Squatters, employing 
no hired Labour, consuming what they produce, amassing no Capital, and contributing but 
little to the Resources or Improvement of the Country, cultivating only so much of the 
Land as they require for their Support. . j t> 

Liet a few leading Lines of Railroad be constructed, with planked or macadamized Roads 
connecting the main Lines with the surrounding Country ; let small Piers be erected at 
the little straggling Ports along the navigable Waters, and a new Era will have dawued 
upon Canada. The Emigrants will be employed until they have acquired Capital and 
Skill enough to become good Settlers. 
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462. Have any practical Steps been taken by the Colonial Office to adopt 
such of the Recommendations contained in that Letter as appear to them 
deserving of their Countenance? 

Yes. Such Amendments of the Passenger Act have been brought in as 
appeared likely to admit of being passed promptly, so as to act beneficially in 
the course of this Season. But it is by no means assumed that every good Sugges- 
tion has been attended to, or that we have reached Perfection in Legislation on 
this Subject. On the contrary, the Bill which has been’ introduced into the 
other House of Parliament is purposely made to last only for a Twelvemonth, in 
order that after Experience of the new Enactments, with due Notice to Parties 
interested, and with more Leisure, a consolidated Bill may be brought in, com- 
bining into One Measure the best Rules that can be thought of. 



T.F. Elliot, Esq. 
9th March 1848. 



463. "What are the main Provisions and Amendments of the Law recom- 
mended by the Colonial Office? 

Before answering that Question, perhaps I may be allowed to make a few 
preliminary Remarks. There are Two broad Views that can be taken of this 
Subject, and we hear a great deal of both of them. One Class of Persons appeal 
to the Experience previously to 1847 > they say tiiat it is a great Object that 
poor People in distress at home should be able to reach the Countries where 
they think they have a better Prospect of thriving ; that the large Experience 
in the Five Years preceding 184<7 appears to prove that the existing Law is 
sufficient for ordinary Years, and that we ought not to legislate permanently 
upon the Experience of an Emergency. On the other hand, there are others, 
who, shocked by such Tales of Suffering as have lately reached our Ears, wish 
to make the Law a great deal more stringent than it ever has been before. 
Both Opinions I think must be received with some Qualification. On the one 
hand, the Warning we have received that the Law is insufficient, even though 
the Fact was not fully elicited till a Year of extraordinary Emigration, ought 
not surely to be neglected ; some of the Evils it is plain must always lurk in 
the Vessels, and silently degrade as well as impair the Health of the Emigrants, 
if not encountered by ampler Regulations than have hitherto existed. On tlie 
other hand, I cannot help thinking, that if we listened entirely to those who 
dwell only on increasing the Securities of Emigration, we might perhaps do more 
Harm than Good to our poorer Fellow Subjects by keeping them to starve at 
home, instead of allowing them a Chance of reaching a Country where they 
might attain to Plenty. 

464. In addition to the Objection which you have stated, if the proposed 
new Passenger Act were made too stringent would it not also operate consider- 
ably as a commercial Mischief, by raising tlie Return Freights, which are now 
diminished by the Profits of Passengers on the outward Voyage? 

It would certainly have that Tendency, although it is right to observe that 
the Profit to the Ship on taking Passengers to British America is not consider- 
able. Between, therefore, the Two Classes of Considerations which I have 
described, it has been necessary to endeavour to steer *, but I may also say, 
that some Amendments of the Law which really might be thought desirable 
it has been thought necessary to postpone, if they were likely to excite pro- 
longed Discussion, and to prevent the originating of some Improvement in 
time to operate tins Season. We could not therefore act on all the Suggestions 
which have occurred in Mr. De Vere’s Letter ; some must lie over till a more 
favourable Moment ; but next Year the whole Act must unavoidably come 
under Revision. Having made this preliminary Statement, I would now sub- 
mit to the Committee this Observation, that we find that all the Persons who 
have most Experience, or who for other Reasons are best entitled to be con- 
sidered of W eight, have agreed in pointing out Three or Four leading Principles 
of Improvement. Almost all have wished that there should be rather fewer 
Passengers in proportion to the Space ; a great many have suggested that the 
Allowance of Food might be increased with Advantage; nearly all have agreed 
in wishing that a Surgeon should be carried in every Ship which has as many 
•as 100 Passengers, and also that this Surgeon, or some other fit Person, should 
have Authority and the Means of enforcing Regularity among the Passengers.^ 
Most of those Suggestions have been supported by the Executive Council of 
^Canada, by a Board of Physicians who sat at St. John, the great Port of Arri- 
val in New Brunswick, and by the late D.r^ Combe, a Gentleman not less well 
, (46.3.) G known 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




3’. F. Elliot, Esq. 
9tli March 1848. 



SO MINUTES- -OF EVIDENCE BEFOEE SELECT COMMITTEE 

known for his Philanthropy than as a Physician and an Author, who made the 
Passage iiimself in the course of last Year to North America. We have there- 
fore a great Concurrence of Authority in favour of taking these as the leading 
Features in any Improvements of the Law. 

405. Will you have the goodness to state, with respect to those Points in 
which you are prepared to recommend Amendments of the existing Law, the 
-State of the Law as it now stands and of the proposed Amendments ? 

I will, if the Committee will allow me, take the Law from the State in which 
;it was when Mr. De Vere made his Passage. Since the Time when Mr. De 
• Vere sailed a short Act was passed last Session; this Act prohibited Vessels 
from carrying Gunpowder, Vitriol, Hides, or any thing else which might be 
dangerous to the Passengers. It thus anticipated One of the Evils which 
Mr. De Vere represents, the Carriage of Gunpowder. It also gave the Emi- 
gration Officers a limited Control over the Subject of Ventilation. I visited 
Liverpool last Year when Fever had broken out there, arid inspected a few 
Ships, and the Clause upon Ventilation was introduced in consequence of what 
I observed upon that Occasion. Mr. De Vere’s Testimony has confirmed my 
View of the Necessity of some Provision on the Subject. In the Bill which 
has now been introduced into the other House of Parliament, the following 
Amendments are proposed in the Law : First, to require in every Case Twelve 
superficial Feet instead of Ten for each Passenger, but, unless there be a Sur- 
geon on board, the Bill requires Fourteen Feet for each Passenger. The Object 
of this Distinction is to lead every Ship with 100 Passengers to take a Surgeon^; 
but as the Evidence is very conflicting, whether it would really be possible' to 
•procure that Number of Surgeons, we shall by this present Process feel our 
Way towards that End. 

466. Is every Child counted as a Passenger ? 

Two Children are counted as One Passenger. In the next place, the Bill 
provides for having a proper Cook and cooking Place, which any one who has 
attended to Mr. De Vere’s Letter will see to be a Point of real Importance. 
There is an important Clause in the Bill which requires that every Emigrant 
before he sails shall be inspected by a Medical Officer, and that if found in an 
unfit State of Health to proceed, the Officer may oblige him to land ; in which 
Case the Shipowner is to return him his Passage Money. Another Clause 
will give Her Majesty in Council Power to lay down Regulations .for the Pre- 
servation of Order, and for enforcing Cleanliness and Ventilation. The Sur- 
geon, or if there be no Surgeon the Master, will have legal Authority to call 
upon the Passengers to observe those Rules ; and in default of so doing they 
will be liable to Penalties on reaching their Destination. The great Advan- 
tages that I hope may be gained by this short Bill will be these : First of all, 
there will for the first Time be a Power of enforcing Discipline among the 
Passengers, and compelling them to do those Things which are necessary 
for their own Health and Welfare. Secondly, there will be more Space in every 
Case ; and further, if the Ship does not carry a Surgeon, there will be a still 
larger Proportion of Space compared with the Number of People. 

467 . Do you apprehend that those Requirements will have any material 
Effect upon the Price of Passage ? 

They must necessarily tend to raise the Price of the Passage, but I trust to 
no very serious Extent, 1 have always been an Advocate hitherto for avoiding 
needless Restrictions, in order to enable every Man who could possibly get away 
to effect that Object where it was for his Advantage. But the Moment we find 
that the existing Law does not preclude such Calamities as occurred last Year, 
it is Time to impose some new Precautions, even though they may raise the 
Price of Passage, 

468. Are you aware that in the Evidence given before this Committee in the 
■last Session the Committee were informed by Mr. Carter, of the House of 
Carter and Bonus, that, although not required by Law to do so, his Firm pro- 
vided a Surgeon for the North American Passage as well as the Australian 
Passage ? 

I am aware that Messrs. Carter and Bonus do so, and it is the Case with many 
other respectable Firms. But it is necessary to bear in mind that if the Law 

; made 
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made it imperative on every Ship, without Exception, if taking 100 Passengers,' T; 

to carry a Surgeon, the Terms of Surgeons must be expected considerably to jiarch 1848. 

rise j they would become much more scarce in proportion to the Demand. 

469. But even in a Case where a Surgeon is sent voluntarily, as by 
Messrs. Carter and Bonus, he is not possessed of that Authority over the 
Discipline of the Ship which it is proposed to give him by the new Bill? 

He is not. 

470. Have you formed any Calculation of the probable Increase of Price 
which these new Conditions may occasion ? 

It is difficult to do so satisfactorily. I should conjecture that it would not be 
more than 15^., or, with the Addition of extra Tax in the Colonies, 1/. in all for 
adult Passengers. 

471. Was not the Freight last Year, from the great Demand for Passages, 
very considerably augmented, as compared with the Freight in the Years 

antecedent? . , ^ . , , t> u 

I do not think there was a very great Rise in the freight to the _l5ritisti 
Provinces. The Prices to the United States were exceedingly fluctuating last 
Year, and in some Cases they rose very high. 

472. You have no Reason to believe that the Freight will be lower in the 
ensuing Season ? 

' None whatever. Provisions, however, will be cheaper. 

47s. Have Means been taken to ascertain how far it is practicable to obtain 
an adequate Supply of Surgeons, and at what Rates of Pay ? . . , 

Yes. An Inquiry on both those Points was addressed to all the principal 
Medical - Colleges in the United Kingdom. They had some Difficulty in 
miswerino', but the general Result of their Reports was considered to show that 
it was p'roblematical whether the required Number of Surgeons could be 
obtained afany reasonable Rate of Remuneration; I am .anxious therefore to 
explain that the Object of the Bill, as it is now shaped, is to ascertain practically 
what Number of Surgeons. will be forthcoming, and to give the Shipowner a 
pecuniary Interest in obtaining a Surgeon where it can be done at a moderate 
Rate ; and if the Result should be to show that there is no Lack of Surgeons, 

Parliament may possibly deem it right next Year to make the Rule imperative 
in every Case. 

474. By the Law as it exists, independently of the Bill which is now under 
Consideration, is there not a certain Amount of Medicines required to be taken 
on board every Passenger Ship ? 

Yes, there is. 

475. Medicines unaccompanied by any Medical Man? 

Yes ; such is the Case. The same Rule prevaik as to Merchant Seamen. 

The Captain is expected to understand a plain Book of Directions, but it is 
doubtless rather a precarious Dependence that can be placed on such Skill. 



476. Have you ever heard frotn Authority which you may be inclined to 

trust, that Fraud is sometimes practised with respect to the Supply of Medicines 
under the existing Law, by depositing the Medicine.s on board, and retpoving 
them before the sailing of the Ship and depositing them in another Ship, and 
thus making the same Supply of Medicines afford medical Qualification for any 
possible Number of Vessels? . , t, t 1. x 

I have only heard that Circumstance alleged once privately. But I may 
that by the Bill now before Parliament, a Certificate will be required either from 
the Surgeon of the Ship or from a Surgeon belonging to the Port, that the 
Medicines are present and in good Order. 

477. Is there any Provision in the event of a Surgeon not being on board to 
make the Master of the Ship responsible, so as to avoid the Fraud which . has 

been described ? . . l i .1 

If on the Arrival of the Ship there were no Medicme. Chest on board the 
Master would be liable to a Penalty. 

478. Adverting to the Observations of Mr. De Vere with respect to the 
Quarantine Station, and the temporary Arrangements made for a Provision lof 
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the Sick, have any Directions been given upon that Subject, or any Step's been 
taken in the Colony ? 

Immediately upon the Receipt of Mr. De Vere’s Letter it was forwarded to 
the Governor General, with a strong Recommendation to attend to all the 
Points which it contained referring to internal Arrangements in Canada. But 
it is right to mention to the Committee that many of the Subjects which 
Mr. De Vere alludes to, and notices in very judicious Terms, depend entirely 
for their Regulation upon the Canadian Authorities j not even upon tlic 
Executive Government, but upon the Provincial Parliament of Canada. Por 
example, no one can doubt the Advantage of good Roads. A very large 
Expenditure, however, does take place annually in Canada upon Roads. It is 
very possible that more might be expended with Benefit, or that the existing 
Expenditure might be laid out more judiciously; but this unavoidably depends 
upon the Representatives of the People in the l^rovince, and cannot be 
controlled by the Executive Government. 

479- Is that the Case with respect to the Arrangements wliich were made 
for the Transmission of the Emigrants from their Point of landing into the 
Interior ? 

No ; my Observation does not apply to that Subject. Lord Elgin will doubt- 
less furnish some Explanation upon it, and will do all in his Power to remedy 
the Evil that is mentioned; but it is right that the Committee should kno\y 
that this cannot be so easily remedied as we might at first Sight imagine. The 
Fault, I am inclined to conjecture, is, not that the Executive Government dealt 
only with One Owner of Steam Vessels, but that no other Steamers are to be 
procured in the Saint Lawrence. This Evil was felt so long ago as when I was 
in Canada, some Ten Years since ; at least then it was very alarming to .see the 
Number of People crowded into the Steam Boats, and yet in healthy Years it 
was upon the whole better for them to be pushed in rapidly to Places where 
they could find Employment, than to have any Congestion (if I may so call it) 
in the Place of landing. . 

480. The Suggestion in the Letter which you have laid before the Committee 
is, that in the event of there being Only one Steam Boat Proprietor, and con- 
sequently no Competition, Government Competition should be either introduced 
or threatened, for the Purpose of enforcing a better System for the Transmission 
of the Emigrants ; what is your Opinion of that Suggestion ? 

That would be the last Resource. I would much rather depend, if possible, 
upon private Enterprize. But supposing that the Government were compelled 
at last to interpose, it would obviously require some Time to bring Steamers 
into the Saint Lawrence. It is only fair towards the Canadian Authorities to 
add, that Steamers in that River have only Employment for Six Months in the 
Year, and that during the other Six Months they lie useless in the Ice ; and 
it is therefore not surprising that the Number is rather small in proportion to 
the Means of Employment during the Summer. ^ ^ 



481. You have seen many Addresses, both to the Colonial Office ami to 
Crown, complaining, on the Part of the Canadian Authorities, of the 
Emigration of the last Year ; do you consider tliose Complaints to be Com- 
p amts against Emigration generally, or against the Emigration which took 
place under the calamitous Circumstances of Disease and Sufferintr wliich 
occurred last Year ? 

Decidedly against the latter only ; for it conspicuously appears that they would 
be very glad to receive either really efficient Labourers, or, still more, People 
possessed of small Capital. But with regard to a Remark in Mr. De Vein’s 
Letter, that if the People had arrived in Plealth there would perhaps have 
been no Scarcity of Employment, it is necessary to add One Correction. The 
Fact is, that independently of their State of Health, many of them were not 
or that efficient Class of People, able to shift for themselves, who can succeed 
m new Countries. We have this remarkable Observation in a Letter from a 
trustworthy Witness in New Brunswick, that if the Railway Company, now . 
existing m that Province, had been possessed of more Means, it would have 
itrwSr*^’ even last Year, to send to Europe for Labourers fit to go on with 
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4.8£. Do the Class of Emigrants that go to British North America in any T.F. Elliot, Esq. 
Degree equal the Class of Emigrants who go to the Australian Colonies under 
the Control of the Emigration Commissioners ? ^ 

No. But there is an obvious Reason for that Difference; the People who go 
to Australia are sent out by means of public Funds belonging to the Colonies, 
and the Commissioners select those who are most likely to be useful after their 
Arrival. 



483. And those who go to British North America, unassisted and unselected, 
are generally those whom it may be most convenient to remove from the 
Country where they live, rather than those who will most benefit the Country 
to which they are destined ? 

I suppose that must be the Case, and the provincial Authorities seem to be 
of that Opinion. 

484. In the event of any Assistance being given on the Part of the State 
towards facilitating Emigi'ation to British North America, do you not conceive 
that it ought to be connected with a System of Selection, so as to insure an 
Emigration into the Colony of that Class of Labourers who would be most 
useful there? 

Yes. ■ ■ 



485. Supposing some Contribution given on the Part of the Public, and, as 
an Equivalent for that Contribution, a Right of Selection, to be claimed and to 
be enforced as in Australia, do you conceive that the Benefits to the Colony 
would be very great ? 

The Answer to that Question may possibly open rather a wide Field. If 1 
may express iny own Opinion, however, I fear that the Result would be, that 
Persons who wish to disembarrass, themselves of undesirable .Tenants would 
'simply do without Government Aid, and send them as they do now, by their 
own Resources. I mean that I do not perceive that a Grant from the Govern- 
tnent would at all prevent Persons from sending, if they thought proper, 
ineligible Emigrants by private Means. 

486. You mean that those who wished to have any Share of the public 
Assistance would be the only Persons that would be subject to any Restriction ? 

Precisely so. 



487. But in that Case, if, for the Purpose of sending ineligible Emigrants, 
they acted as they now do, would they not, in the Proportion in which they 
lost the Government Assistance, have to contribute a larger Proportion 
themselves ? 

Yes, they would. 

488. Would not that be consequently a Check upon their sending out 
ineligible Emigrants? 

I think that a Proprietor under such Circumstances would make use qt the 
Government Aid whenever it was convenient to him to send Persons sufficiently 
eli‘rible; but that where they did not come within that Description it might 
still be his Interest, for the Good of his Estate, to pay the whole Price of the 
Passage for others. 



489. Assuming that the Expense was 31 . per Head for the Passage, and that 
in the event of any Emigrants being sent out advantageous to the Colony, and 
suited for the Work for which they were required, the Government contributed 
One Third of the Expense towards that Object, is there not a Bounty to that 
Extent held out to the Proprietor to induce him to send out an eligible 

Emigrant rather than an ineligible one? „ , , j ^ i,x 

Yes, supposing that his Estate comprises People of both Classes, a^ that he 
would be benefited by the Removal even of the better Class of 
that Case I admit that Plan would operate beneficially. Supposing the iLxpen- 
diture that a Proprietor can afford for this Purpose is limited^ ^ any given 
Sum, say 1,000^., and that he finds it worth his while to lay out 400i. m paying 
Part of the Passage for People for whose Conveyance the ^vernment would 
pay the Remainder, he then would only have 600A remammg to send the 
Emigrants of an inferior Class instead of laying out the whole Sum an that 
Manner. To this -Extent, therefore, the -Provinces would gam, in certain 
Cases, by the proposed Course. 
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510. Were there not Complaints addressed both to the Local and to the 
Home Government with respect to the Arrangements made in many Instances 
for the Transmission of Emigrants of this Class? 

Yes. The Complaints were rather of the Selection of the Emigrants than of 
the Mode of Transmission. In the Case of the Emigrants sent out by Lord 
Palmerston’s Agents, it was mentioned more than once that they were extremely 
well provided for during the Voyage; the Objection taken to them was, that 
they included People who were considered helpless, and that they had no 
Resources after their Arrival. 

511. Will you state what Report was made by Mr. Buchanan witli respect to 
the Condition in which some of the Emigrants sent out from Lord Palmerston’s 
Property arrived ? 

Mr. Buchanan says, These People were well provided with good and 
“ wholesome Provisions at his Lordship’s Expense, and landed in good Plealth, 
“ presenting a marked Contrast with several of the other Vessels from the same 
“ Port, and which tends to prove that had the Emigrants of this Season been 
“ supplied with good wholesome Provisions much of the Mortality might pos- 
“ sibly have been avoided.” 

512. Are there any later Accounts received with respect to the Canadian 
Emigration than those which have been laid before Parliament? 

None, I think, of Importance. 

51S. Are you aware of any Number of Acts which have been sent over by the 
Canadian Legislature at different Times for carrying on Public Works, which 
have remained here without being confirmed and carried into Effect ? 

There has been every Disposition on the Part of the Government at home 
to afford such Encouragement as depended on them to the carrying on of 
Public Works in Canada. A Loan of no less than One Million and a Half 
Sterling was sanctioned for the Purpose in 184-2, and guaranteed by the British 
Government; and in 1845 and 1846 several Railway Acts were confirmed. 
But another Set of Railway Acts passed in 1846, and amounting, I believe, to 
the Number of Seven, as well as One or Two passed in the next Year, were 
suspended in order to recommend to the Attention of the Legislature some 
usual or reasonable Provisions about the Conveyance of Troops and Mails, and 
other such Details. 

514. Are you aware that there has been any Emigration carried on from 
Ireland during the last Year under the Provisions of the Poor Law Act ? 

I am not aware of any. 

515. Anterior to the present Year are you aware that a very small Number 
of Pauper Emigrants have been sent out by the Unions of Ireland ? 

I believe so. 

516. Are you aware^that Parishes in Ireland have not the same Facility that 
is pven to Parishes in England for assisting^ Emigrants ? 

They have not the same Facility for raising Money, but I am not aware of 
the Reason of the Distinction. 

517. Will you now state what Steps have been taken to renew the Emigration 
to New South Wales, and in what Circumstances those Steps have originated » 

Emigration had been suspended a few Years for Want of Funds to curry it on 
and there was an outstanding Debt of about 100, 000?. on account of a former 
Lmigiation. Last Year this I)ebt was paid off, and the Government h/is now 
authorized a fresh Emigration to the Value of 100,000?. upon the Faith of a 
Loan to be raised in the Colony of New South Wales on the Security of the 
Land Revenues. 

518. Was this Step taken at the urgent Entreaty of the Legislature of New 
South Wales as communicaited to the Governor? 

It was done at the Recommendation of the Governor, upon Petitions, very 
numerously signed, from Members of all the leading Interests in the Colony. 

519. Those Addresses being founded upon the great Want of Labour which 
at that Time existed? 

Yes. : 

520. Has 
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520. Has not that Want of Labour shown itself by Efforts both to procure T. F. Elliot, Esq. 

the Services of Expiree and Convict Labour, and even to import the Labour of MarZ 1848 . 
savage Nations, for example, the Papuans, into New South Wales ? 

The Experiment has been tried of bringing in a few savage People from 
the adjacent Seas. But with regard to Convicts and Expirees there has 
been much Discussion, and the End has been that at the latest Dates the 
Legislative Council had declared its Opinion against receiving any more of 
that Class of People. There are no Means of judging whether its Opinion will 
be affected by some further Communications from England which had not 
arrived at that Time. 

521. Even at the Time when that Species of Labour was sought for, was it 
sought for upon any other Ground than that a better and more unexceptionable 
Class of Emigrants could not be procured ? 

The Colonists would doubtless have much preferred free Labourers from 
England if it had been possible to find any Means of paying for their Intro- 
duction. 

522. What System has been adoped for facilitating Emigration to New South 
South Wales in consequence of the Provision of the 100, 000^. which is to be 
advanced ? 

Very active Measures have been taken to carry on Emigration as fast as pos- 
sible, and the Aim of the Commissioners of Emigration will be to expend the 
whole Sum in the course of a Twelvemonth. This Month they are despatch- 
ing no less than Six Ships containing selected Emigrants to New South Wales 
and South Australia. 

523. How many will those Ships contain ? 

About 1,500 People. 

524i. From what Parts of the United Kingdom will the Emigrants in those Six 
Ships chiefly proceed ? 

They are taken from the Three Parts of the United Kingdom, each having 
a Quota in proportion to its Population. 

525. What Steps do the Commissioners take to collect those Emigrants? 

There is an extensive Agency spread all over the Country to advertize for 

Emigrants, and to inspect the People, and ascertain their Character and 
Qualifications. 

526. How many Emigrant Agents for that Purpose have you in Great 
Britain ? 

Seventy-six. 

527 . How many similar Agents have you in Ireland ? 

In Ireland the Business is managed in the Way which has been found most 
effective in the South and West of England, fi-om whence the greatest Emi- 
gration proceeds. It is managed, not by having a great many Agents acting 
directly under the Board, but by employing a central Agent who chooses his 
own Machinery for procuring People. 

528. Are you aware what Machinery he selects for that Purpose ? 

He employs Sub-Agents. 

529 . Have you Reason to expect that the Number of Emigrants which you 
are now sending out to Australia will be adequately provided for in the Labour 
Market upon their Arrival ? 

I should wish to offer my Opinion upon tliat Subject, with some Explanation. 

No one can be better convinced than 1 am that the Australian Colonies can by 
degrees absorb a very large Population indeed ; but while their existing 
Population is so limited, it is necessary to bear in mind that it is very possible 
to overstock the Labour Market for a Time. When Proprietors there ai'e 
suffering from the Want of Labour, they may be tempted to overlook this, and 
to be a little impatient at any Recommendation of Caution ; but within the last 
Ten Days we have received a Report from South Austi'alia, which I have for 
some Time thought probable, saying, that the Government have had to afford 
Employment to Emigrants arrived in that Part of Australia. It is not the 
first Time that this has happened. It has been, however, quite temporary, and 
I am satisfied would never be lasting, 
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9th March 1848. Government with respect to the Arrangements made in many InvStances 

' for the Transmission of Emigrants of this Class? 

Yes. The Complaints were rather of the Selection of the Emigrants than of 
the Mode of Transmission. In the Case of the Emigrants sent out by Lord 
Palmerston’s Agents, it was mentioned more tlian once that they were extremely 
well provided for during the Voyage j the Objection taken to them was, that 
they included People who were considered helpless, and that they had no 
Resources after their Arrival. 

511. Will you state what Report was made by Mr. Buchanan with respect to 
the Condition in which some of tlie Emigrants sent out from Lord Palmerston’s 
Property arrived ? 

Mr. Buchanan says, These People were well provided with good and 
“ wholesome Provisions at his Lordship’s Expense, and landed in good Health, 
“ presenting a marked Contrast with several of the other Vessels from the same 
“ Port, and which tends to prove that had the Emigrants of this Season been 
“ supplied with good wholesome Provisions mucli of the Mortality might pos- 
*' sibly have been avoided.” 

512, Are there any later Accounts received with respect to the Canadian 
Emigration than those which have been laid before Parliament? 

None, I think, of Importance. 

51S. Are you aware of any Number of Acts which have been sent over by the 
Canadian Legislature at difterent Times for carrying on Public Works, which 
have remained here without being confirmed and carried into Effect ? 

There has been every Disposition on the Part of the Government at home 
to afford such Encouragement as depended on them to the carrying on of 
Public Works in Canada. A Loan of no less than One Million and a Plalf 
Sterling was sanctioned for the Purpose in 1842, and guaranteed by the British 
Government ; and in 1845 and 1846 several Railway Acts were confirmed. 
But another Set of Railway Acts passed in 1846, and amounting, I believe, to 
the Number of Seven, as well as One or Two passed in the next Year, were 
suspended in order to recommend to the Attention of the Legislature some 
usual or reasonable Provisions about the Conveyance of Troops and Mails, and 
other such Details. 

514. Are you aware that there has been any Emigration carried on from 
Ireland during the last Year under the Provisions of the Poor Law Act ? 

I am not aware of any. 

515. Anterior to the present Year are you aware that a very small Number 
of Pauper Emigrants have been sent out by the Unions of Ireland ? 

I believe so. 

516. Are you aware that Parishes in Ireland have not the same Facility that 
IS given to Parishes in England for assisting Emigrants ? 

They have not the same Facility for raising Money, hut I am not aware of 
the Reason of the Distinction. 

517. Will you now state what Steps have been taken to renew the Emigration 
to New South Wales, and in what Circumstances those Steps have originated? 

Emigration had been suspended a few Years for Want of Funds to carry it on 
and there was an outstanding Debt of about 100,000/. on account of a former 
Emigration. Last Year this Debt was paid off, and the Government has now 
authorized a fresh Emigration to the Value of 100,000/. upon the Faith of a 
Loan to be raised in the Colony of New South Wales on the Security of the 
Land Revenues. ^ 

518. Was this Step taken at the urgent Entreaty of the Legislature of New 
South Wales as communicated to the Governor? 

It was done at the Recommendation of the Governor, upon Petitions, very 
numerously signed, from Members of all the leading Interests in the Colony. ^ 

Addresses being founded upon the great Want of Labour which 
at that Time existed? 

Yes. ; 

520, Has 
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520. Has not that Want of Labour shown itself by Efforts both to procure T.F.^^Esq. 

the Services of Expiree and Convict Labour, and even to import the Labour of March 1848. 
savage Nations, for example, the Papuans, into New South Wales ? 

The Experiment has been tried of bringing in a few savage People from 
the adjacent Seas. But with regard to Convicts and Expirees there has 
been much Discussion, and the End has been that at the latest Dates the 
Legislative Council had declared its Opinion against receiving any more of 
that Class of People. There are no Means of judging whether its Opinion will 
be afPected by some further Communications from England which had not 
arrived at that Time, 

521. Even at the Time when that Species of Labour was sought for, was it 
sought for upon any other Ground than that a better and more unexceptionable 
Class of Emigrants could not be procured ? 

The Colonists would doubtless have much preferred free Labourers from 
England if it had been possible to find any Means of paying for their Intro- 
duction. 

522. What System has been adoped for facilitating Emigration to New South 
South Wales in consequence of the Provision of the 100,000/. which is to be 
advanced ? 

Very active Measures have been taken to carry on Emigration as fast as pos- 
sible, and the Aim of the Commissioners of Emigration will be to expend the 
whole Sum in the course of a Twelvemonth. This Month they are despatch- 
ing no Jess than Six Ships containing selected Emigrants to New South Wales 
and South Australia. 

523. How many will those Ships contain ? 

About 1,500 People. 

524. Erom what Parts of the United Kingdom will the Emigrants in those Six 
Ships chiefly proceed ? 

They are taken from the Three Parts of the United Kingdom, each having 
a Quota in proportion to its Population. 

525. What Steps do the Commissioners take to collect those Emigrants? 

There is an extensive Agency spread all over the Country to advertize for 

Emigrants, and to inspect the People, and ascertain their Character and 
Qualifications. 

526. How many Emigrant Agents for that Purpose have you in Great 
Britain ? 

Seventy-six. 

527. How many similar Agents have you in Ireland? 

In Ireland the Business is managed in the Way which has been found most 
effective in the South and West of England, from whence the greatest Emi- 
gration proceeds. It is managed, not by having a great many Agents acting 
directly under the Board, but by employing a central Agent who chooses his 
own Machinery for procuring People. 

528. Are you aware w'hat Machinery he selects for that Purpose ? 

He employs Sub-Agents. 

529. Have you Reason to expect that the Number of Emigrants which you 
are now sending out to Australia will be adequately provided for in the Labour 
Market upon their Arrival ? 

t should wish to offer my Opinion upon that Subject, with some Explanation. 

No one can be better convinced than I am that the Australian Colonies can by 
degrees absorb a very large Population indeed ; but while their existing 
Population is so limited, it is necessary to bear in mind that it is very possible 
to overstock the Labour Market for a Time. When Proprietors there are 
suffering from the Want of Labour, they may be tempted to overlook this, and 
to be a little impatient at any Recommendation of Caution ; but within the last 
Ten Days we have received a Report from South Australia, which I have for 
some Time thought probable, saying, that the Government have had to afford 
Employment to Emigrants arrived in that Part of Australm. It is not the 
first Time that this has happened. It has been, however, quite temporary, and 
I am satisfied would never be lasting. 
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530 You say it is not the first Time ; have not there been temporary 
Gluts in the Labour Market, which have been very rapidly terminated by 

^ThCThavfbten^vCT^^^ but at one Time the South Australian 

Government had an Expenditure for able-bodied Men, that lusted for Eight or 
Nine Months; and there was similar Experience at New South Wales. 

531. What was the Case of Sydney? , . i . *i.„ 

In the Case of Sydney and Port Phillip the Duration was shorter, but the 
Number of People chargeable was very great. I do not m the least mean by 
these Remarks to question the great Capability of those Colonies; I merely 
wish to throw out a practical Caution that it is well, perhaps, not to overlook. 

5S%. Did not this, in the Case of the Colony of New South Wales, especially 
with reference to the Events which occurred at Sydney, arise from the Want 
of a proper System for the Distribution of Labour on its Arrival, by which 
Labour continued in excess in Sydney itself, whilst it was greatly wanted in 

the more remote Parts of the Colony ? , , rs *i i t 

The Authorities can so little have anticipated such an Occurrence, that I 
dare say . they were wanting in Machinery which, had the Event been more 
probabli they ought to have had for dispersing the Emigrants ; hut even if they 
had possessed a l&ge Agency, we are assured that many of the Emigrants wore 
very loth to quit the Town, and go into what is called the Rush. 

533. Have not there been great Efibrts made by a Witness who was 
examined before this Committee, Mrs. Chisholm, winch were attended with 
the most successful Results, in providing for the Employment of le>'so™ who, 
if they had been left in Sydney, would have been in a State oi jJostitution, 
but who, being conveyed into Parts of the Country where Labour was required, 
have rapidly risen in Industry and Independence ? 

Mrs. Chisholm made the most laudable Efforts there with great Success for 
that End. I may, perhaps, be allowed to add, that Lord Grey has instiuctcd 
the Governor to spare no proper Exertions to distribute the People, and to 
promote their Arrival in Places where they are really wanted. 

534i. You have stated that in reference to the British North Emigration 
considerable Sums have been supplied from the Colony itself to aid in the 
Emigration of their Relations and Friends; have any mnilar Contributions 
either been tendered or made with respect to Australian Emigration ? 

Mrs. Chisholm, who, in the course of her benevolent Exertions, became 
extensively acquainted with the Feelings of the People, has represeiUcd that 
a Desire of making Remittances exists to a great Extent ; and Lord Grey has 
ordered the Governor, if he finds this Opinion confirmed, to give every Facility 
for remitting the Money home in order to send out Emigrants. 

555. Have any Eiforts been made by the Government analogous to those 
which were made by Mrs. Chisholm, in order to provide for the Distiibiition 
of Labour, and the Settlement of the newly aiTived Labourers ? 

Part of the regular official Business of the Emigration Agent is to receive 
Applications from all Parts of the Country from any Proprietor wlio^ may feel 
interested in the Subject, asking for Labourers of the Kind, he requires. He 
always has his Lists by him. He is the first Person to see to the Emigrants on 
their Arrival, and of course he ought to direct them to the Places where 
they are wanted. 

556. Is there more than One Emigration Agent in New South Wales? 

There is an Agent at each of the principal Ports of landing. There is one 

at Sydney, and another at Port Phillip. 

537. Do you conceive that that Agency for Distribution, which is analogous 
to your Agencies for Distribution in the British North American Colonics, has 
been adequate for the Purpose ? 

Considering the great Distance of the Country, I think we must trust a 
great deal to the Discretion of the People on the Spot, who certainly are not 
wanting in Activity and Intelligence. I have already mentioned that when unex- 
pectedly a large Body of People found a Want of Employment at Sydney and 
at Melbourne, I have no Doubt but that at that Moment the Existence of 
a larger Agency to spread them over the Country would have been a great 

Advantage, 
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Advantage; but the Occurrence was singular, it was unexpected, and I should T. F;EUwu Esq. 
doubt whether it would justify the permanent Maintenance of any expensive Staff' 

of public Officers. Mrs. Chisholm’s Case was a verypeculiar one; she is a Lady, 

as the Committee know, possessed of great Energies; she had considerable 
Influence over the humbler Class of Emigrants, and she led them forth from 
the Alleys and Lanes of Sydney, where they were loitering, and persuaded them 
to go into the Country and take Employment. 

538. Emigrants of both Sexes? 

Of both Sexes. 

539. Did she not carry this to the Extent of distributing many Thousands of 
Emigrants whom she was the Means of settling in the Interior ? 

Yes, she did ; and I believe that she has done various good Offices for them 
after they got Employment in the Country. 

54i0. Do you contemplate any Measures now with respect to the Emigration 

of pauper Children from Ireland to Australia? 

' We have understood that there is a very large Number indeed of the Sons 
and Daughters of Parents who have died in the last Year, and who are almost 
adult, and who will therefore, I hope, be an Acquisition to the Colony. It is 
proposed to take a large Number of them. The Advantage to the Colony will 
be to receive a greater Number of young unmarried People than could other- 
wise be sent out ; and, on the other hand, it will of course be a great Relief to 
Ireland. 

541. Between what Ages do you propose to take them out? 

It is proposed to accept none who are younger than FoQi*teen,'and they will 
range from that Age up to Eighteen. 

■ 542. Supposing that those Children who are now in the Workhouses^ of 

Ireland, in addition to their literary Instruction, had been instructed hkewise, 
the Boys in agricultural Occupations, and the Girls in Dairy and Farming 
Emplo}Tnents, do not you think that they would be much more practically useful 

There can be no Doubt of it ; but I presume that some of thern have only a 
short Time been in the Workhouses. I would ask Leave to exmain, that, in 
consideration of the free Passage, which is all that the Colony furnishes, me 
Union is to defray the Expense, not only of joining the Ship, but of a suitable 
Superintendent or Matron during the Voyage, and of a Minister of the Religion 
to which the Children belong, whenever there will be no Want of Provision 
for him after reaching the Colony. 

543. You have spoken about the Expenses of conveying them ,to the Ship ; 

from what Ports do your Vessels sail ? . ... .r., .t. . 

They all sail from London and from Plymouth. One Reason for that Course 
is, thatthe Commissioners get a Body of Officers well trained and practised m 
starting the Ships. To the Discipline which is there begun I ascribe the great 
Success that has hitherto attended the Australian Emigration; and it is ch^per 
to bring the Emigrants from different Parts of the Kingdom to join the Ships 
than to send Ships to a Variety of Ports in order to sail from thence. 

544. Does not that Arrangement also facilitate your Establishment of a Kind 
of Dep6t for Emigrants previously to their sailing ? 

It does very much. 



545. How is the Embarkation managed ? Supposing a Number of Emigrants 
for Australia come from Ireland, how do they reach Plymouth?. 

There have been some recent Improvements in the Mode of ene^ng that 
Object. They must come to the Coast by their own Means, or the Means of 
the Proprietors who a.ssist them ; but the Emigration Commissioners have now 
resolved to take into their own Hands the Transit across the Sea to Plymouth, 
because as they are more familiar with such Business they can bring e eop e 
over in better Condition. 



546. Has not that Change also led to this Result, that whereas on their own 
Resources' the Emigrants only took Deck Voyages, by the Arrangements the 
Commissioners are enabled to make they are accomn^ated between ec s . 
Yes, that is a great Improvement which has been effected. 

(46:3.) H 2 547. During 
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T. P.Ellw^ Esq. 547- During the Bounty System of Emigration which took place to Australia 
n.u Were there not Vessels that sailed direct from Ireland to Australia ? 

9t h March. )84 8' There were at that Period. 

548. Were there any Inconveniences found to arise from that direct Trans- 
mission which have led you to prefer the circuitous Mode of Transmission which 
you have now adopted ? 

We always found that the Ships about which the most Complaints arose were 
those that sailed from either Scotland or Ireland. They were more remote 
from Opportunities of Inspection by our best Officers. Wo now Jmvc the 
Advantage of a Body of Officers specially trained on the Spot to .start the Ship. 
I think this is the Key-stone of the whole Discipline in a well managed 
Emigrant Ship. If the People from the Plour they come on board hnd a 
regular System established, which is never departed from, no Question arises, 
and the System works (if I may so express myself) by its own Weight. 

549. Is there any Regulation as to the Proportion between tiio Sexes in 
those Emigrant Ships ? 

The Rule is that there must never be more adult Males than adult Eomales, 
either in the same Vessel, or at least in the course of an Emigration effected 
within some definite Period. 

550. If there is a little Excess of either Sex in one Ship, it is set right in 
another ? 

Yes. 

551. You have stated that, under particular Circumstances, able-bodied Men 
have been superabundant in different Parts of Australia ; can you give the 
Committee your Opinion as to what Number, upon the Average of Years, you 
think might be properly sent to the different Settlements in Australia, supposing 
there were Means to send tliem ? 

The Answei- must depend upon the accidental Circumstances of each Year, 
because their Prosperit;^ in these Colonies varies very mucli with the Seasons, 
and, like other Communities, they are also subject to Periods of great commercial 
Disturbance. The Time when we have found Emigrants least able to find 
Employment immediately on Arrival has been upon Occasions of this last Kind, 
but they have been transient ; and I must observe that it would not be right 
to name any Figure as an actual Limit to tlie Numbers they could receive, 
because Year by Year, as their Population increases, so tlicir Means and Re- 
sources increase ; and this will go on progressively, so tliat at the End of Ten or 
Iwelve Years they could receive a much larger Number than we should now 
contemplate. 

552. Still at the Distance at which those Colonies are situated it i.s necessary 

to make some Estimate; you must be obliged to do so iu regulating vour 
Emigration? ° ® 

In the present Year, for example, Lord Grey has authorized the Corami.ssioncrs 
to send out to New South Wales and South Australia together at lea.st 10 000 
People; and I should feel quite confident that there will be no Danger of any 
serious Want of Employment. 

55S. You are aware that a Recommendation has been sent to the T.egislatnre 
or New South Wales by the Colonial Office to raise an Amount of Public Debt 
for the Purpose of applying it directly for the Encouragement of Emigration ? 



554. From thence the Committee may assume that there is Confidence felt 
on the Part of the responsible Department as to the enlarged and increasing 
Power of the Colony of absorbing Emigration ? 

There is the most entire Confidence in the Resources of those Colonies. 
Recent Discoveries, as probably the Committee have heard from Witnesses 
better informed from Observation on the Spot, have opened vast new Fields of 
Enterprise in Australia. 



Yes, they have done so. 



556, Has 
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Ss8. Has your Selection of Emigrants been directed, to a certain Extent, to T. R Wwi,JEsi. 
the Object of supplying well fitted Emigrants to carry on the mining Operations , 
in that Country ? — 

We have taken great Pains at the Emigration Board to suit their Wants in 
that respect ■, and I must add that it is very gratifying to receive the Testimony 
which they have been willing to give of Satisfaction with out Efibrts. 

557. Do you find any Difficulty in England in obtaining a sufficient Number 
of Emigrants for the Emigration which is now going on ? 

The Commissioners have only so recently begun this accelerated Kate of 
Emigration that there has hardly been Time to ascertain the Effect. I 
however, that some Difficulty must be unavoidable. The Commissioners really 
undertake themselves to accept People of unblemished Character as far as they can 
learn, and not encumbered with too many Children, and useful Labourers ; 
but those are just the People who do not feel any Difficulty at home, who feel 
no Pressure which should, urge them to emigrate. 

558. What do you call ** too many Children”? x- 

More than Two under Seven Years of Age. We have a double Motive for 
wishing to exclude them. In the first place, they very much contribute to pro- 
duce Sickness on board the Ship ; and, in the next place, after their Arrival, the 
Proprietors in remote Parts, being obliged to feed every Mouth from their own 
Resources, are unwilling to accept such Families. 



The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned till To-morrow, 
Two o'clock. 



(4fd.s.) 



H 3 
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Die Veneris, \(f Martii 1848 . 



The LORD MONTEAGLE OF BRANDON in the Chair. 



Evidence on 
Colonization fi-om 
Ireland. 



THOMAS FREDERICK ELLIOT Esquire is called in, and further T.F. Elliot, Esq. 

examined as follows : , March 1848 . 

559. IN the Information that has been laid before Parliament by the Colonial ' 

Office taken from the Blue Books for the Colonies it appears that in the Years 
1844', 1845, and 1846 there have been expended in the Cape the Sums of 500i.,. 

2851., and 5,8851. on Immigration. Can you describe to us the Nature of that 
Immigration, and upon what Principle and upon what Authority it is carried on . 

That Immigration has been carried on by means of the surplus Reven;^ ot 
the Cape. Their Finances have for some Time been in a very satisfactory Con- 
dition, and they thought that they could not apply the Surplus better than to 
the Introduction of Labour. At the same Time it was the Opimoii of the 
Authorities that the Labour should be introduced gradually, and divided between 
Cape Town and Algoa Bay, for they did not consider that the Country was 
ready to receive any very large Accession of labouring People simultaneously. 

The"’average gross Revenue returned for the Three Years ending with the Year 
1846 has been 220,000?., but the Portion available for Emigration has not 
exceeded 10,000?. in any One Year. 



560. How is that Immigration carried on ? ^ , t. • • n 

It has been carried on through the Instrumentality of the Emigrauon Com- 
missioners. At first the Colonial Authorities recommended that the bystem ot 
Bounty should be used ; but they did so, not from any particular Predile^ion,. 
I think, for that Method, but simply because it happened to prevail at the lime 
in the Australian Colonies. At the present Time the Immigration at the Cape 
is carried on by the Commissioners on the same Principles as the Australian 
Immigration is carried on, 

561. Will you inform us from whence those Emigrants have ^en taken ? 
They have been selected, in like Manner with the Australian Emigrants, from 

those Parts of the Country where there is a Disposition to emigrate. 



562. Both from England and from Ireland? 

Yes, both from England and from Ireland. 

563. Can you inform us the Number of Persons who have emigrated of late 



Years? 

The Emigration 



has been as follows ; 




1842 . - - - 


- 587 


1843 


- 203 


1844 - - - - 


- I6l 


1845 - - - 


- 496 


1846 - - ' ■ 


- 545 


1847 


- 400 




2,392 



The Total iu those Six Years has been 2,392 People. 

564. In what Part of the Colony have those People been, settled? 

About a Third, I believe, have been sent to the Eastern Division of tlie 
Colony, which is the Part chiefly occupied by English Settlers, but we have 
not as yet received distinct Returns. „ 

(46.4.) H * 
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565. Has there been any Difficulty found in providing them with Employ- 
ment, or has there been any Complaint, more especially in the last Year, that 
of the Number of Emigrants having considerably exceeded tlie Demand for 
Labour ? 

From the moderate Numbers in which they have gone, I have lioard no 
Complaint of any Difficulty in finding Employment; but there arc Reasons, 
which I could state if desired, why it is not believed that the Colony of the 
Cape of Good Hope can receive any very large Number of Immigrants. 

566. Will you state those Reasons ? 

I may begin by observing that owing to the Situation of tlie Cape of Good 
Hope, to its being so much nearer to this Kingdom than the Australian 
Colonies, and to its being possessed of a temperate Climate, it would at first 
sight appear natural to think that it should become one of the most extensive 
Fields for Colonization. But there are some Drawbacks, both natural and social, 
which have prevented that Result. The Western or older Division of the Cape 
is interspersed with vast Tracts, called Karoo or Desert, that intersect the Coun- 
try in various Directions, and which not only render it unfit for Colonization 
hut interfere with the Means of keeping up Roads from their being necessarily 
uninhabited. This Division is chiefly tenanted by Dutch Farmers, wlio gained 
possession of very large Farms. From those Circumstances the Western Division 
of the Cape offers less Attraction than might at first have been expected to 
ordinary English Settlers. The Eastern Division, of which Algoa Buy is the 
Port, was settled originally by Emigrants from England. They went in con- 
siderable Number about Twenty-eight Years ago, and they hive found nothing 
to complain of in the Climate or the Soil, but there is a Want of Water. Tlrere 
is no large navigable River. Wood, I believe, is not abundant, and the Port 
is not quite so good as could be desired. Added to that, there have been 
Inconveniences suffered from their Neighbours the Caffres. These have been . 
the Drawbacks of the Colony. Of counse I do not wish to say any thing un- 
necessarily to its Disadvantage. The British Settlers there, as in other Parts 
of the World, have been enterprising and courageous, they have struggled with 
their Difficulties, and I believe their Community to be on the whole in a sound 
and prosperous Condition.. I have only wished to explain some of the Reasons 
why so large a Territory, at comparatively so short a Distance from England, 
has not absorbed a larger Part of its Emigrant Population. 

567* Practically had not the physical Difficulties of the Eastern Colony up 
to the Period of the Commencement of the Caffre War been very much 
surmounted? 

Yes ; and the Colony has been in a sound State as regards its Finance. Its 
Revenue has for several Years been in excess of its Expenditure. I also find 
by a very recent Return from a Committee which inquired into the Subject 
at Graham’s Town that they have 35,000 Acres of Land under Cultivation, 
and that they calculate their annual Produce at the Value of S69,000^. L'hey 
possess Live Stock valued at Two Millions Sterling. 

568. What is the Population ? 

The Whites in the Eastern Division amount to 33,14(6, the Blacks to 
37,075 ; making a Total of 70,221 People. 

569- Has not the late Caffre War to a certain Extent thrown a clamp upon 
the Immigration ? 

\Ve expected that it would render the Authorities less anxious to receive 
Emigrants, but they have replied to our Inquiries by authorizing us to 
proceed with the Emigration, 

570. In Sir Henry Pottinger’s Communication of June 1847 he states, in 
reference to the “ Appropriation for Immigration in the Year 1846, that Pro- 
“ vision had been made and Arrangements had been entered into for a more 
“ extensive Immigration, but that the Apprehensions entertained among the' 
“ Labouring Classes in England as to the Danger the Colony is exposed 
“ to from the Caffre War has for a Time put a stop to this important 

Expenditure.” Can you give the Committee any Information upon that 
Subject? ^ 

1 understand that some little Difficulty has been experienced recently by the 

Emigration 
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Emigration Commissioners in obtaining Emigrants, for the Reason mentioned 
by Sir Henry Pottinger. 

571. Is it not evident from that Communication on the Part of Sir Henry 
Pottinger that there is no Indisposition on the Part of the Colony to carry the 
Principle of Immigration further, and to make larger Appropriations of surplus 
Revenue to that Purpose ? 

They have always been desirous to keep up a Supply of Labour from this 
Country, but their Recommendations have also been always limited to the 
Introduction of moderate Numbers. 

57s. I perceive in the same Return that Crown Lands have been alienated 
at the Cape in the Years 1844, 1845, and 1846 to the Extent of 2.443,990 
Acres. Can you inform the Committee under what Principles that Disposal 
of Land takes place, more especially in connexion with the Fact that there 
are 41,301,377 Acres already granted in the old Colony, being equal to One 
Half its estimated Area ? 

It has been a very great Misfortune to the Cape that Land should have been 
granted in such enormous Quantities, a Fact partly, but, I think, only vevy 
slightly, excused by the Quantity of bad Soil which the Territory includes. But 
those large Grants which your Lordships Committee have observed, I should 
say, merely denote the Issue of Deeds in fulfilment of old Promises. The 
Governors have long been prohibited from making any fresh Grants of Land. 

573. That Report further states that During the Years 1844, 1845, and 
“ 1846 Crown Lands to the Extent of 2,443,990 Acres have been alien.ated 
“ partly on perpetual Quit Rent and partly as Freeholds, which on an 
“ Average of the Three Years amounted to 814,663 Acres annually. A 
“ subsequent Return shows the Number of Acres granted annually in each 
“ of the Provinces, distinguishing the Grants on perpetual Quit Rent from 
“ those sold on Freehold Tenure it also shows the average annual Quit Rent 
“ per 100 Acres charged on such Grants, with its present Value at l6| 
“ Years Purchase, which is the Equivalent on the Principle of Perpetuities, 
** reckoning Interest at Six per Cent.” On what Principle have those Grants 
been made ? 

The making of fresh Grants, as I mentioned, has long been peremptorily 
prohibited. The former Grants for which Deeds are now being issued must 
have been made upon the old Plan of granting Land, subject only to a small 
annual Payment. The Belief at that Time was that it was better not to 
remove any Capital from the Hands of the Settler, but to give him his Land 
almost gratuitously, taking only a very small Rent annually. 

574. Can you state what has been the average Extent of those separate 
Blocks of Land so granted at the Cape ? 

The old Dutch Settlers used to have Allotments of what were called Loan 
Places of no less than 6,000 Acres in extent. They were large Grants in the 
Form of a Circle which completely isolated each Settler, and which must there- 
fore have tended to a bad social Result. 

575. Does not the Fact of continuing the Obligation which yon have stated 
to exist in fulfilment of those previous Engagements introduce Obstacles to 
the Settlement of the Colony? 

The Fact of the Existence of such large Grants is adverse to the successful 
Colonization of this Settlement, but all that now takes place is the Issue of the 
Title Deeds in fulfilment of old Promises. The Parties are not for the first 
Time coming into possession of their Lands, they are merely receiving their 
formal Titles. 

576. It appearing from tbis Report that there remains only about One H^f 

of the Crown Lands at the Cape ungranted, are you aware whether there exist 
in respect of those Lands so stated to be ungranted any outstanding and latent 
Promises or Engagements which will produce the Extension of the old System 
to them ? , ,t j • I 

The Term ungranted certainly applies to Lands that are wholly and entirely 
under the Control of the Government, and not liable to the Fulfilment of any 
Promises. 

(46.4.) I 577- Then 
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577. Then having reference to the old System under which tlic Land at the 
Cape has been granted, can you tell us under what System iracts of Land are 

at present granted? , . r • , .1 

As the Inhabitants of Colonies are sometimes a little sensitive or afraid that 
w’e may not do justice to the Advantage of their several Settlements I am 
glad to have the Opportunity of offering a few Words in explanation on this 
Subject, so far as regards the Cape. Soon after the Emigration Board was 
created in this Country they found that literally no one could buy public Land 
at the Cape even though he might wish it. The Reason assigned by the local 
Authorities for keeping up this Rule was that it was quite useless to ofter 
Lands for Sale, for nobody would buy them. We, liowever, submitted to the 
Secretary of State that it was no more than right to give this Colony the Chance 
that Persons of Enterprise might wish to acquire Lands there. Our Advice 
w'as taken, and although the Sales may not as yet have been very considerable, 
there have been some as noticed in the Report just read. I find that in One 
Tear, namely 1844, Lands were sold to the Value of upwards of 8,000/. 



578. Were they sold by Auction or at a fixed upset Price ? 

We proposed a particular Course of Proceeding to meet the peculiar Circurn- 
stances of the Colony. As Purchasers were not likely to come forward in 
great Numbers it would not have been worth while to have established an 
extensive surveying Staff and to have prepared Lands bcforeliand, and we 
suggested therefore that any Individual who wished to buy Land might demand 
a Survey of the Lot he intimated his Desire to purchase, and that he should 
give Security to pay the Expense of the Survey ; but timt afterwards the Laud 
should be put up to Auction, and that the ultimate Purchaser should defray 
the Expenses of the Survey. 



579. Has there been any Competition for this Land so brought into the 
Market ? 

Yes, there must be Competition, for the Price has usually rather exceeded 
the upset Price. 



580. Have those Sales chiedy taken place for farming Purposes, or in Town 
Allotments ? 

They have been mainly for farming Purposes. 

581. At what Value do the 2,400,000 Acres for which Grants have issued 
appear to have been rated ? 

The Return states 26,000/ or not much more than ^d. an Acre, but this 
does not denote the real Value of the Land j it merely signifies that if the 
small annual Quit Rents reserved on most of tliose Grants were redeemed at 
Sixteen Years Purchase, which the Regulations admit, the Proceeds wouitl not 
exceed the Sum mentioned in the Return. When the Freeliold has been fairly 
sold the Price per Acre has at any rate exceeded Two Shillings. 



582. Has any Portion of the Proceeds of the Sales been appropriated to 
defraying the Expenses of Einigi'ation ? 

I can hardly say whether they have taken the Land Revenue specially, 
because they have made use of the general Surplus resulting upon the whole 
of the Finances. 

583. Wliat has been the average Price at which this Land has been 
disposed of? 

The upset Price of Country Land has been as low as 2s. an Acre, to which 
we were assured by all resident Authorities that it M'as indispensable to limit 
it, but the Public has generally realized rather a larger Sura. 



584. What is tlie Nature of the Labour for which the Services of Emigrants 
are required at the Cape ? 

In the Eastern Division of the Colony I think that Sheep Farming is the 
principal Pursuit, wiiich of course does not require so much Labour in propor- 
tion to the same Area as where Tillage is more used. 



585. Have there not been some large Public Works undertaken, more 
especially the Great Road from Cape Town communicating with tlie Eastern 
Frontier? 

Yes, there has been such a Work. 

586. Has 
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586. Has not that been to a certain Extent executed by Convict Labour? T.F. Elliot, Esy. 

lOth Marcii 184fe. 

587- In reference to this great Line of Road the Report states, “ In con- 

“ structing this Line the 6rst Work in point of Magnitude and Importance 
“ was the Formation of a hard Road across the Cape Flats, in extent about 
“ Twenty-five Miles.” That is, hard Road as distinguished from Sand? 

Yes. 



588. The Report then states, “ This has been completed, and the Road 
•« opened on the 1st January 1846. Next in importance was the opening of the 
“ Cradock Pass, through a Mountain Range, the most formidable Barrier to 
“ Traffic and general Intercourse in the whole Line, and situate in the very 
“ Centre of those fertile Districts which constitute the Seaboard of the Colony, 

“ East of Table Bay. On this Pass upwards of 200 Convicts, besides Miners 
“ and Artificers, have been employed since January 1844. In extent it is 
“ little short of Five and a Half Miles, through the greater Part of which the 
“ Road has been formed chiefly by blasting the solid Rock, being supported 
“ in several Places solely by Embankments along the Face of stupendous 
“ Precipices. This great Work is now nearly completed, and it is arranged 
** that the Road will be opened in January next.” Can you give the Com- 
mittee any Information as to the Nature of that Convict Labour, through the 
Medium of which those Works have been carried on, and of the Convict Labour 
o-enerally which is absorbed in the Public Works at the Cape? 

° The People alluded to consist of Convicts sentenced in the Colony. All 
such Convicts are employed upon the public Roads. At the Date of the last 
Report they were in Four separate Gangs, consisting in the aggregate of about 
481 Labourers. The former Penal Settlement at Robben Island has been 
broken up. 

589 Do you conceive that the opening of those Works must have a Tendency 

to create an additional Demand for Labour, and to promote the Improvement of 
that Territory to the Eastward ? , , . ^ r. • • 

Of course it is of great Advantage to have a good Line ot Communication 
with the Eastern Parts of the Colony. 

590 It appears amongst the Appropriations made in the Colony during the 
Three Years 1844, 1845, and 1846, that for Roads, Bridges, Surveys, and 
Public Works there have been appropriated 17,OOOZ., 23,000/., and 27,000/. 
Can you ""ive the Committee any Account beyond that which is contained on 
the Ace of those Returns of those Public Works so undertaken, the Result of 
their Execution, and the Possibility of their further Extension at the Expense of 

I have not seen any later Information than is printed in that Return, which is 
of recent Date. 



591. Is there any thing else with respect to Algoa Bay upon which you can 

give the Committee any Information? .. 

I merely wish to repeat in general Terms that while it has been my Duty 
to point out the Reasons why probably this Settlement has not received so 
laree a Number of Emigrants as might at first sight be expected, I by no 
means wish to convey an unfavourable Impression upon its general Capabilitms. 
The last Intelligence we have about the Settlers is very favourable ; the 
Country will, I hope, now again enjoy Tranquillity, and there is no Doubt 
that the Settlers who have been long established there are m comfortable 
Circumstances. 

592. Can you give us an Account of the Expense of transmitting Emigrants 

from Great Britain to the Cape? . • t> 

I believe that, generally speaking, it has been practicable to obtain Passages 
for about 8/. 10.v. a Head. 

593. Is the Payment of 8/. 10s. per Head for the Conveyance only, or are 

there any additional Charges ? v 

The Payment I have mentioned is only for the Passage itself, but there 
are also incidental Expenses of Agency and Selection which may be reckoned 
at 2/. more, making the whole Expense of landing an Emigrant at the Cape 
about 10/. 10s. 

(46-4.) I 2 594. Ha.e 
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.594. Have the Ships employed in the Conveyance of Emigrants to the 
Cape usually been freighted for that specific Purpose, or liave they been 
Vessels which have been employed in Voyages to other Ports? 

Usually they have been Vessels hired to carry as many Emigrants as they 
could conveniently convey, so that they probably looked to that to afford 
them a fair Remuneration. At the same Time it can hardlj? be doubted that 
most of them have gone on to the East Indies or Australia afterwards, altliough 
we have no official Information on the Subject. 

595. Is there a Surgeon on board those Ships, and does the same Regulation 
apply to them that applies to Australian Ships ? 

They are sent under precisely the same Regulations as the Australian Ships. 

596. How does the Expense of the Transmission to the Cape stand, as 
compared with the Expense of Transmission to Australia? 

There is less Difference than might be anticipated, considering the Difference 
of the Distance. It has been a usual Thing for some Time past to obtain 
Passages to Australia for less than 13Z. 

597. What is the relative Length of Passage ? 

The Passage to Australia may be stated at Four Months, and that to the 
Cape ought not to exceed Two. 

598. Your Evidence has generally been confined to the Two Divisions of 
the older Colony \ have you turned your Attention to the Capability of the 
Natal Territory becoming a Mode of providing for Emigrants? 

I have paid some Attention to the Natal Territory. The first Point worth 
mentioning is its Situation relative to the old Colony. We may say in round 
Numbers that Algoa Bay is 6OO Miles from the Cape, and Port Natal is distant 
600 Miles from Algoa Bay, making a total Distance of 1,200 Miles. The 
Country was first reached by the Dutch Boors, who emigrated from the old 
Parts of the Colony, and arrived overland. They had extremely difficult 
Mountains to cross, but when they did get into Natal they found themselves in a 
Country abounding with Wood and Water, and having a very fertile Soil and 
a most delightful Climate. It seems to possess almost every Attraction that 
can be desired, except one, which is that of a commodious and large Harbour. 
The Port at present is very bad indeed, but I understand that the Colonists 
who take an interest in the Place are in great Hopes that it can be improved, 
and rendered convenient for Shipping. 

599. Are you aware of any Admiralty Survey having been made of that 
Coast so as to obtain a scientific Knowledge of its comparative Capabilities ? 

I have not heard of any such Survey. The Naval Authorities used to liave 
a very unfavourable Opinion of the Security of that Part of the Coast. I need 
scarcely say that no Requisite is more essential to the Prosperity of a new 
Settlement than a good Harbour, since so much of the Articles of its Con- 
sumption must be imported, and since its main Chance of thriving must depend 
upon such Exports as the Settlers can produce. 

600. There are no Road Communications from Algoa Bay to the Natal 
Country ? 

There are none. Sir Harry Smith has, by the latest Accounts, acquired a 
Cession of Territory with the view of establishing a direct Communication, but 
how far there is the Prospect of making a Road for so great a Distance I 
cannot state. The Boors are extremely skilful in traversing difficult Countries, 
but some of the Mountain Passes, I believe, are very formidable. 

601. Is not the Road which has already been executed from Cape Town to 
the Eastern Frontier, which is 500 Miles in Length, so much towards diminish- 
ing the Difficulties of the Communication with Natal ? 

In my previous Answer I was only contemplating the Interval between the 
Eastern Division of tiie Colony and Natal. 

602. What is the Extent of the explored Country about Port Natal ? 

There has been no regular Survey or Exploration. The whole Area of 
the District is estimated by the Surveyor General at upwards of 13,000 Square 
Miles. 

603. Are 
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603. Are the natural Productions of the Natal Territory such as to give T' F- Elliot, Esq. 

every Indication of its future Capacity for agricultural Improvement? ig4.g^ 

Supposing that they can get the indispensable Facility of a good Port, 

without which it is in vain to have a good Territory, they will be likely to 
succeed well. I think there is Promise that the District will be capable of 
growing every useful Product ; but, above all, those who have already visited 
the Territory, and are interested in its Prosperity, believe that it may become 
very available for the Growth of Cotton. Some Specimens have been sent to 
England, which have been judged favourably in the manufacturing Districts. 

604. Is there not this Distinction between the Natal Cotton and the Ame- 
rican Cotton, that whereas the American Cotton is an annual, the African 
Cotton is a perennial ? 

So I understand. 

605. bias not there also been an Indication of a Power of producing Indigo 
of indigenous Growth ? 

It is found there as an indigenous Plant. 

606. Has any Experiment been yet tided to show its Power and Applica- 
bility for the Production of Wheat ? 

Some of the local Reports speak of their having grown fine Crops. 

607. Is the Natal Territory well watered, or is there any Deficiency of 



"Water there ? 

It is very well watered, and that is the Feature which so much delighted 
the Boors, I believe, when first they entered upon that District. 

608. Are there any Remarks with respect to its Applicability for the Pur- 
poses of Pasturage which you can offer to the Committee ? 

The Reports speak of the luxuriant Grass which covers a large Part ot the 
District, and of the Abundance of Water I have spoken already. 

609. Can you inform the Committee wliat Amount of European Population 

has already settled in the Natal Territory ? , 

We are not possessed of the Materials for giving a correct Answer to that 
Question, the Colony having been so recently settled, and the Population that 
first went there having been so fluctuating, many of the Dutch, as your Lord- 
ships may be aware, who first went to Natal have re-emigiated. 

610. But there are a considerable Number of English Settlers in Natal now ? 

There would appear to be several English Settlers. I may take this Oppor- 
tunity of mentioning that Lord Grey has instructed the local Authorities to 
give them every Facility and Encouragement for endeavouring to develop the 
Capacity of the Country for the Growth of Cotton. 

611. Under what Title do those Settlers hold their Lands in this Settlement? 

The new Settlers must buy their Land and hold it as Freehold, the same as 

in any other Colony j but the earlier Dutch Emigrants got possession of vast 
* Grants upon the Plea that they were found in occupation when the Govern- 
ment first took possession of Natal. I have no Doubt that die Existence of 
those large Grants in Natal, as in other Parts of the Cape Colony, must be 
prejudicial to the Advancement of its Prosperity. 

612. Have those who originally acquired a Title by mere Occupancy come 

in subsequently to obtain a Title by Grants from the Crown ? t . 

The Mode of Proceeding adopted was this : that no Title to Land was 
recognized in any Dutch Emigrant found in Natal unless he ^ ^en in con- 
tinuous Occupation during the preceding Twelve Months; but if he had been 
in occupation during the preceding Twelve Months, and no one had a conflicting 
Title, he was allowed to retain a very large Quantity of Land. 

61s. What do you imply by a continuous Occupation? 

Residing there, and letting his Herds stray over the surrounding Country. 

614. To what Extent did that give him a Right to retain Land ? 

The People put into the first Class were allowed to retain 6,000 Acres each. 
We were deeply sensible in England of the Evil of such large ppropiia ions, 
but it was thought a great Object in the Colony to re.store the good Humour 
and Affection of these Dutch Emigrants ; and the People on the Spot l>a™g 
already held out large Promises, the Government at home hardly thought it 
politic that many Months afterwards they should be disappointed. 

(46.4,.) 16 
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615. Do the new Settlers huy their Land of those Dutch Settlers ? 

Some iiave bought Land from the Dutch, others have acquired a iitlc ijom 
the Government. 

61 6. Do you know at what Price those Dutch Proprietors sell their Land, 
that is, what may be called the Market^ Price in the Colonies ? 

There are no ofiicuil Means of knowing, but it must be very low. 

617. How have the Slaves who have been emancipated disposed of themselves 
at the Cape, or can you inform the Committee at all what lias become of them ? 

I have not been led to obtain any special Information upon that Point by my 
Duties on Emigration. I have heard of no Lack of Employment at the Cape 
for labouring People of each of the Classes present in the Colony. 

618. On the contrary, is there not great Lack of Labour ? 

Some Years ago we heard of a Want of Labour, but it was chiefly a Want ot 
inferior coloured Labour to be paid at an almost nominal Kate, and was not 
such a Demand as would provide for English Labourers. 

619. Have you any Doubt when you appropriated your surplus Revenue 

to pav the Expenses of the Transmission of Emigrants, and when Sir Henry 
Pottiiiver stated that they only desisted from making further Appropriations 
from the State of the CaH're War, that they must really want Labour and be 
disposed to procure it? . , -n > 

I am quite satisfied that the Colonists at the Cape do require and will be 
prepared to pay for a limited Supply from Time to Time of real useful Lngllsli 
Labourers. I do not think they could receive so many as the other larger 
Groups of Colonies to which Emigrants proceed. 

620. Is Port Natal brought under distinct Government ? 

Yes ; it is placed under the Authority of a Lieutenant Governor who holds 
under tlie Governor of the Cape. 

621. Is there a separate Military Establisliment there ? 

They have very few Troops there, not many more than 500. 

622. You have referred to an Emigration that took place to the Cape many 
Years ago; did that succeed? 

It was attended with many Failures at the Outset, but still the Settlement 
took root. 

62s. Do you remember what Amount of public Money was appropriated for 
that Settlement? 

I believe it amounted to 50,000/. 

624. In which of the Branches of the Cape Colonies was that Settlement made? 
It was in the Eastern Division *, in fact it was the Foundation of the present 

Eastern Division of the Colony, which, as already said, is now a useful and 
thriving Settlement. 

625. Do you cfonsider that it traces its Origin to the Government Assistance • 
granted at that Time ? 

It traces its Origin to the Fact that those Emigrants went to that Part of 
the World; but it may admit of Doubt whether it was the better for being 
effected by means of public Funds. 

626. How do you account for the Contrast between the Progress of Western 
Australia and the other Australian Provinces ? 

I think it has been owing to the Fact of the very large free Grants of Land 
made in Western Australia. 

627. Has not that interfered materially with the State of the Labour Market 
by dispersing the Population in the place of concentrating it, and so rendering 
the existing Supply of Labour disproportionate to the Number of Occupants of 
the Land as distinguished from the Labourers ? 

It has both dispersed the Population inconveniently, and also tended to 
convert Labourers too rapidly into Landholders. 

628. It appears by the last Report, that the Want of Labour is so strongly 
felt, that there has been an Experiment tried to procure Chinese Labour from 
Singapore; can you .state whether that Experiment has been actually made, and 
if so, what have been its Results ? 

The Experiment has not yet been actually made, and is not 'approved of by 
. Government. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON COLONIZATION FEOII IRELAND. 



71 



Government. It is not thought advisable to mix Asiatics with the European T.F. EBo t, Esq. 
Population there. My Belief is, that in all the Australian Colonies one mam igis. 

Cause of their Prosperity has been, that from the highest to the lowest Persons 

in Society the whole have been European ; and especially in respect of so small 
a Community as there is in "Westem Australia it seems to me that any very 
large Introduction of Chinese might be attended with some Danger to the 
public Peace. 

629. Do you not think that the same Objection would be applicable against 
the Introduction of Asiatic Labourers in the other Parts of Australia ; for 
instance, the Papuan Emigration into New South Wales? 

Certainly. There is always great Fear that there may be a lowering ot lone. 

The Colony at present derives ^eat Vigour from the unmixed European 
Character of the Race by which it is inhabited. 

630. Is not the Papuan a very low Race in the Scale of Human Nature ? 

Yes. 

631. Is not it therefore very objectionable to run the Risk of introducing 
such a Population ? 

Yes. 



632. In the Representation which was addressed to the Government of West- 
ern Australia by the Agricultural Society of that Colony they state_ “ that the 
“ general Improvement of the District continues steadily progressing, as also 
“ the Prospect of the Settlers, notwithstanding the many Difficulties they have 
» had to contend with,” but that » Labour has been very scarce and riimously 
“ high, necessarily preventing the Employment of it to advantage; and no Com- 
“ raunity can prosper where a Profit does not arise from the Employment ot 
“ Labour. It may exist, but can never progress rapidly.” Is it to the Want 
of Labour that you, in common with those Parties, attribute the slow Develop- 
ment of the Colony of W^estern Australia in any Degree ? 

I have already mentioned that I ascribe the original Want of Progress the 
Error of making large Grants of Land. I have no Doubt that it would be 
advantageous for the Colonists to have an additional Quantity of Labour to the 
Extent to which they may have Capital available for the Employment of that 
Labour ; but unfortunately the Community remains small, and they would not 
be able to receive and employ any great Number of Immigrants at once. 1 am 
anxious to add that there has been no Lack of Entei^nse in Western Australia 
in seeking out new and better Tracts of Country. They have latelj^ foiind a 
new Harbour from which they expect much Advantage ; and, what is ot still 
more Importance, they have found Minerals. If those should ex^t to any 
great Extent it will of course introduce quite a new Feature into the Colony. 

633. Are not the Indications of the Progress of the Trade and Revenue of 
the Colony such as to show that it is advancing, although but slowly ? 

Yes, it is steadily though slowly advancing ; there is nothing at all unsound 
in its Condition, and if the Inhabitants have no very striking Prosperity, neither 
have they the Danger of any very sudden Reverse. 

634. Has not the principal Increase of its Export been in Wool? 

In Wool ; and some Furniture Wood has also been exported. 

635. The Agriculturists of Western Australia report to the Governor that 
their Export being mainly in the increased Export of Wool they are subject to 
the greatest Difficulties, and that therefore they earnestly hope an Influx of 
Labour may take place. Does not that prove that the Demand for Labour is 
outrunning^ the Supply, and that it is not the Want of the Colonial Resoimces 
so much as the Want of Labour that may be referred to for the present Con- 

^^*rLt^Report proves that at the Time the Inhabitants of Western Australia 
wanted more Hands ; this, as already said, appears to me very 
must distinguish between two very different Objects of Inquiry. 
be to learn whether from Time to Time each Colony in tolera e ir ii s 

will require an Addition of Labourers, there will probably be none about which 
the Answer will not be in the Affirmative. But if the Inquiry is pointed to the 
Extent to which a Vent can be found for the People of this Countiy, i wi 
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perceived that a small Community may well require a few more IlamlH without 
thereby opening any large Field for Colonization. Facli Olyect is worth 
Inquiry, but one is distinct from the other. 

636. What is the Expense of Freight to the Swan River as compared with 
the Freight to Sydney ? 

On one Occasion a Passage was obtained for Emigrants for not much more 
than l^l a Plead; since that Time the Charge has ranged from ird. to 18^.; 
but 1 must explain that when Emigrants arc sent out in such small Quantities 
the Price may be affected by a Variety of accidental Circumstances or peculiar 
Interests, and can hardly be reckoned upon as a regular Market I’rice. 

637. But practically was the Freight considerably lower than the P’rcight to 
the Sydney Settlement? 

No, not lower. 

638. Where do those Ships go to after they have deposited their Cargo ? 

Almost all of them go on to the East Indies. 

639. And from Eastern Australia? 

Beginning with what is called South Australia, they now find the Ships 
Homeward Freight in the Colony itself^ because of the largo Discoveries of 
Minerals that has lately taken place, which Minerals, added to the Wool, 
require a great deal of Tonnage from New South Wales. The Emigj'ant Ships 
do not often bring back the Colonial Produce. There is a smaller Class of 
Ships which go for the Wool, and the Passenger Ships go on through Torres 
Straits to China and the East Indies to look for Freight. 



64)0. What Number of new Settlers and Emigrants has the Western Division 
of Australia taken for the last few Years ? 



Do. 



In 1841 


- 


. 


- 


- 857 


1842 


- 


. 


- 


- 563 


1843 


- 


- 


. 


- nil. 


1844 


. 




- 


18 


1845 


- 


. 


- 


- 20 


1846 


- 


■ 


- 


- nil. 



<X>S 



64*1. Has there not been amongst the Discoveries made by Cu])tain Grey 
a Discovery of a very valuable Tract of Territory in conjunction with Western 
Australia ? 

He found a fine grassy Tract of Country situated to the Northward of the 
Swan River Settlement. 

642. Do you know to what Extent the Ships have gone from Australia to 
India in any Year? 

1 could not state from Memory, but in any Year of great Emigration from 
Home it must have produced a sensible Effect upon Freight Home from India. 
Upwards of Seventy large Ships went to New South Philos with Fjinigrants, 
paid for by public Funds, in the single Year 1841. 

643. The Prosperity of India then may be promoted by the Prosperity of 
Australia, by cheapening the Freight from India to England ? 

Yes. I have understood that the Australian Emigrant Ships on reaching 
India have been found a great Accommodation for bringing Home Produce. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned to Thursday next. 
Two o’clock. 
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Die Jovis, 16 ° Martii 1848 . 



The LORD MONTEAGLE OF BRANDON in the Chair. 



Evidence on 
Colonization from 
Ireland. 



16th March lSi8. 



SIR HENRY YOUNG is called in, and examined as follows : Sir Benry Young. 

644. YOU have been for some Years in the Colonial Service ? 

I have ; for T>venty Years. 

645. What Offices have you held ? .. . e. t • 

I was Treasurer, Secretary, Prime Judge, and Member of Council in bt. Lucia, 

Acting Protector of Slaves, Recorder of the Orphan Chamber, Government 
Secretary in British Guiana, and Member of the Court of Policy, and Lieu- 
tenant Governor of the Eastern District of the Cape, and at present I have 
been appointed Lieutenant Governor of South Australia. 

646. How long were you executing the Office of Governor in the Eastern 

Division of the Cape? . 

From April to the End of October 1847 as Lieutenant Governor of the Eastern 

Districts. 

647. Where was the Seat of Government ? 

At Graham’s Town. 

648. What Extent of Territory was under your Government ? What are the 

Boundaries of the Eastern Settlement? 

There are Six Districts ; a Sea Coast of about 200 Miles, and inland about 
as much. 

649. Will you state the Names of the Districts? 

Albany, Nitenhage, Cradock, Somerset, Colesherg, and Graaf Remett. 

650. Graham’s Town is situated in the District of Albany ? 

It is. 

651. How far is Graham’s Town distant from Cape Town 1 
Nearly 700 Miles. 

652. What is the State of the Communication now between Graliam’s Town 

''"There^is^aiTovetland Mail twice a Week, which conveys the Post in about 
Five Days. There is a Steamer from Port Elizabeth to Cape Town, and that 
Distance is performed in about Three Days by Steamer. 

llive^oSy tl^avellS°bJtween Port Elizabeth and Graham’s Town by Land. 

I know nothing of the Land Communication from Port Elizabeth to Cape 1 own ; 
that Part of the Journey was performed by me by Water. 

654. What is the Distance by Land from Port Elizabeth to Graham’s Town ? 

Ninety-four Mdes. 

655. What Description of Roads are thereto Pott Elizabeth? 

Exceedingly bad from Port Elizabeth to Graham’s Town. 

656. It appears from the Parliamentary Reports that there has been a con- 
siderable Expenditure of late, and Appropriation of Revenue, tor the Formation 
of a Line of Communication between Cape Town and the Eastera Province ; 
where has that Expenditure mainly taken place ? 

In the Western Districts almost exclusively. 

(46.5.) K 657. What 
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657. What is the Nature of the Hoads ? , ,, , c,, t,- 

The Difficulties are chiefly created by Hills, and by the lords of the Rivers, 
having to go over unbridged Rivers; and a great Part of the Country is very 
mountainous. 

C58. Will you explain to the Committee under what Authority those Works 

are being carried on ? . ,, , , ■, i • , 

Under that of a central Board, comprising Members who reside exclusively 
in the Western District, in fact at Cape Town. 



659- From what Districts are the Funds furnished to defray that Jtxpenso ? 
From all the Districts of the whole Colony, of the Kasteru and Western 
Provinces. 



C60. Tile Administration being vested in a central Board connected with 
Persons residing at Cape Town, and the Expenditure as you have stated having 
taken place entirely in the Neighbourhood of Capo Town, the humls however 
beinv provided by the Colony generally, is it proposed to carry on these Works 

for the mere general Benefit of the Eastern I’art of the Country ? 

It is. The Expenditure has not been wholly confined to the Neiglibourhood 
of Cape Town ; it has gone through other Parts of the Western Districts. But, 
except in One Case, viz., at Howison’s Port, where the Outlay is thought in 
the Eastern Districts to have been extravagant, and the Lino selected injudicious, 
no Expenditure for a main Road has occurred in the Eastern District. 

661. Do you consider that the present State of the Road Coimnunicaticn 
forms any considerable Obstacle to the Settlement of the Country f 

Yes, I think it does. 



662. About what Time was the Eastern Settlement ffitst made ? 

In 1820 the first Settlers of Albany lauded at Port Elizabeth, which was then 
a Place very little frequented indeed ; occasionally by a Coasting Vessel only ; 
and in the last Six Years it has been frequented by upwards of 700 Vessels. 
In the Year 1846 it was frequented by 224 Vessels. 



663. Is there a good Anchorage in Port Elizabeth ? . . , 

It is an op6n Roadstead, and frequently boisterous. Merchandize is landed 
in Surf Boats. The holding Ground is good to all Vessels well Ibund with 
Anchors and Cables. 



664. Would it be practicable, at a moderate Expense, by the Erection of a 
Breakwater, to render it a more secure Harbour ? 

I believe it would be. The Project of rendering it a more easy Place of 
Disembarkation has long been entertained. It is considered feasible, but it has 
not been hitherto carried out. 



665. Are there any other Seaports in the Eastern Colony besides Port 
Elizabeth ? 

1 do not think there is any Place that can be called u Tort. Ireipicntl^ 
Landings are effected at .several other Places along the Lino of (.'oast, hut it is 
an open Coast, and very frequently boisterous. 

666. Have many Casualties taken place among the vShipping frecpienting 
Port Elizabeth, owing to the Exposure of whieii you .speak ? 

Yes. I believe, owing to the Vessels not being properly found In Tackle, a 
great many have occurred, but not more than in Table Bay. Both Table Bay 
and Algoa Bay are at Times very dangerous PlaeCvS. 



667. You do not consider that there is greater Risk attending the Navigation 
on the Eastern Coast than there is on the Western ? 

Certainly not. 

668. Can you give the Committee any Account of the pre.sent Population 
of the Province ? 

About 70,000 of all Kinds. 



669. How are those divided between different Races ? 

I think the Black People constitute more than Half of the whole Population ; 
and I should think that the remaining Half may be equally divided between the 
Dutch and the English. 
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670. Those Black People are now brought under the Protection of British sir Senry Young. 
Law ? — “ 

Yes ; they are Residents within our Boundaries. i6 th March 18 4.8. 



671. To what Race do they belong ? 

Fingoes is the Name they go by. I believe they were a Caffi-e Tribe originally. 

672. Do they labour in the Colony? 

They do to a certain Extent. 

673. Is not there a Distinction in Character between them and the actual 
CafFres ? 

I believe that the Fingoes took refuge within our Bounds from the Caffres. 
They were in some Subjection to the Caffres, and found it convenient to come 
within the Limits of the Colony, where they have since remained. 

67d<. Are they not different in Character, a less wild and savage Race ? 

I did not perceive any Difference between them; they are very like one 
another. 



675. Are they tolerably industrious and orderly when settled within the 
Limits of the English Colony? 

I do not think they are very industrious, but they are very orderly and peace- 
ably disposed. They do somelight Work ; they cut Wood in the Neighbourhood 
of the Towns, and act as domestic Servants and Herdsmen, but it is not their 
Custom to cultivate much. They are Owners of large Flocks of Cattle ; and, 
like all the rest of the Caffre Tribes, they subsist upon the Produce of their 
Herds chiefly. The Cultivators of the Ground are the Women. They have acted 
as Auxiliaries to our Troops during the War of 184;6-7. 

676. Are they Plunderers within the Colony? 

No, I do not think they are ; they lost Cattle from the Depredation of the 
Caffres. 

677. Did you experience any Difficulty in your Administration of the Govern- 
ment and of the Law by reason of the Number of those Black People ? 

None whatever. There was a large Number, about 20,000, in the immediate 
Neighbourhood of Graham’s Town, and I drew up a Code of Regulations which 
I had interpreted to them, for very few of them speak English ; they speak 
either a Patois Dutch, or their own Native Language. The Missionaries instruct 
them in the Caffre Language ; they are taught to read, and they are preached 
to in the Caffre Language ; but those Regulations were interpreted to them, 
and they seemed to understand and to be very well disposed to conform to them. 
The chief Object of those Regulations w’as to give them a secure Title to the 
Land which they occupy in the Neighbourhood of the Town, and to bring them 
under some more civilized Rule than they had hitherto been living under ; for 
they were living very much like the Savages beyond the Limits of the Colony ; 
they had very little, if any, Clothing, and lived in a miserable Sort of Hut, 
more fit for a wild Beast than a civilized Being. 

678. Were they capable of understanding the Principle of Property ? 

Quite so. 

679. Was the Ownership of their Cottages distinctly understood among 

themselves ? , . -n 

Perfectly so, and also as to their Flocks, for those are their chief Property. 
The House they live in is a mere Shed, that can be thrown up in a couple of 
Days, and they do not attach any great Value to it; ‘if it were destroyed one 
Day they could put it up again the next Day. 

680. Is the Pasturage the common Property of the Tribe ? 

In the Neighbourhood of Graham’s Town they depasture their Cattle upon 
the common Lands of the Municipality. 



681. Have they any Idea of Property in Land? 

They have acquired no landed Property within the Colony; beyond the 
Colony they have their own Pastm*e Grounds, and the Number of Head of 
Cattle belonging to each Family and each Tribe is thoroughly well understood. 

682. Then the Property is not only subdivided among Tribes, hut is held by 
distinct Families likewise. 

Yes, and by distinct Members of the Family. 

(46.5.) K 2 683. In 
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68S. In those Pasture Lands which they hold in common have they any 
Regulations by which to ensure a proportionate Allotment of Cattle for each, 
so as to preserve their respective Rights of Property even where the Lands 
are in common? 

I believe that they as thoroughly well know their own Cattle as any Europeans 
can distinguish their Flocks from those of others. 

684. Have they a Limitation as to the Amount of. Cattle, regulating the 
Number that each Man can depasture upon the Land ? 

No, I am not aware that there is any Limitation of that kind. It is a Subject 
of Complaint on the Part of the Settlers in Graham’s Town that the Natives 
have more Pasturage than they ought to have. 

685. Are the Common Lands as yet large in Extent? 

They are. 

686. Is it the Abundance of Common Lands for Pasturage at present existing 
in the Colony which renders separate Ownership less distinct ? 

There is no Want of Pasturage, but a great deal of the Land belongs to 
private Persons. 

687. Is Respect shown to the Land belonging to private Persons by those 
African Tribes who depasture their Cattle upon the Common Lands ? 

Yes. One of the.Catfre Chiefs the other Day was invited into the Territory 
by Sir Henry Pottinger, — Macomo, a Chief who had been very troublesome 
during the former War. There was also another Black Leader, called Umkie, 
who came into Graham’s Town with a Number of Head of Cattle. I was 
informed by the Civil Commissioner that there would be no Difficulty on the 
Part of Macomo and Umlde immediately making an Arrangement to depasture 
his Cattle upon the Lands of a neighbouring Farmer ; they understood per- 
fectly that the Land was the Property of the Farmer. 

688. The Land belonged to a European ? 

Yes. Umkie was at Graham’s Town, Macomo at Port Elizabeth. 

689. Was the Black Chief to make any Payment or to render any Service 
for the Use of those Lands ? 

Certainly that was my Impression, and that a like hiring of Pasture Land by 
Macomo or some other Caffre Chief had taken place to the Knowledge of the 
Civil Commissioner of Albany some Years previously. 

690. Graham’s Town is situated in Albany District ? 

It is. 

691. Was that the first District on the Eastern Frontier of the Colony that 
was settled ? 

No, the immediate Neighbourhood of Port Elizabeth was the first Settlement j 
but they may be said to have been settled about the same Time } some Settlers 
remained in the Neighbourhood of the Port, others went further inland on to 
Albany. 

692. You stated that the British Population may be equal to the Dutch 
Population of the Eastern District ? 

1 think so. 

69s. Do the Dutch and the English live in Harmony together ? 

Perfectly so. 

694. Have any Intermarriages taken place between the Dutch and the 
English Settlers? 

I believe so. 

695. Is the Dutch Population recruited at all from Europe? 

Not that I am aware of. 

696. The English Population is for the most part a Population which has 
settled there ? 

Yes. 

697. In what Proportion do you think that Population may be taken to 
consist of Persons who have come as Settlers from the old Colony of the Cape, 
and of new Settlers who have come as Emigrants from Europe ? 

I am not aware of any considerable Emigration from Europe, except that 
of 1820. 

698. Do 
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698. Do you remember the Number of Persons who were engaged in the a. Bemu Youvg. 

first Emigration ? 16th March 1648. 

I think about 5,000. 

699. There appears to have been a considerably increased Emigration going 
on of late, the Appropriations of Money for Emigration in the Years 1844, 

1845, and 1846 having been 500h, 28Sh, and 5,8851., making an Average of 
2 2231. ; is that expended for European Emigration, or to assist Emigration 
from the older Settlements ? 

For European Emigration exclusively. 



700. Can you state the Numbers? 

I have not the exact Numbers ; but of the European Emigration about 500 
went to the Western Province, and about Sixty or Seventy to the Eastern 
Provinces and then the Western Province had an Influx of captured Africans, 
I apprehend about 2,000, from Prizes token into St. Helena. 

701. What was the Extent of cultivated Land in your District? 

There were about 35,000 Acres in Cultivation. 

702. Under what System of Cultivation ? 

They grew Wheat, Oats, and Barley. 

70S. Is the Grain of good Quality ? 

Yes, I believe it is. 



704. Is it liable to Casualties from Time to Time ? _ . 

Yes ; they are subject to Blight in the Wheat occasionally m some Districts 
of the Colony, especially along the Sea Coast. 



705. Was that to a sufficient Extent to discourage the Growth of Wheat, or 
to indispose them to grow sufficient for their own Purposes ? 

They do not grow sufficient for their own Purposes at present, because 
latterly they have imported Wheat from South Australia. 

706. Have they introduced the Cultivation of the Vine ? 



Yes. 



707. To what Extent have they introduced it? . , , „ , „ 

There has been a very small Export of Wine indeed from the Eastern 
District, there has been a larger one from the Western. The Produce of 
Wine and Brandy in the Eastern Districts is estimated at 86,94 j 4 Gallons, and, 
valued at Is. &d. per Gallon, is equal to 6,5201 Sterling. 

708 Is the Wine of as good Quality as that grown on the Western Coast? 

I believe it is ; but it is not prized even within the Colony, and not considered 
of any great Importance to the Eastern Districts. The Export of Wool is the 
chief Thing from thence. 

709 Will von state what has been the Progress of the Export of Wool ? 

In 1830 the Amount of the first Export of Wool was 2201 Sterling m Value, 
and they now export about 2,250,000 lbs. of Wool. 

710. To what Parts of the World ? 

I believe exclusively to this Country. 



711. Can you state the Value ? 
About 143,0001 in Value. 



712. Do you know what Description of Wool it is? 

It fetches about the same Price as Australian Wool. They have taken some 
Pains to improve the Wool; I believe it is of amilar Quaity to 
Wool. The annual agricultural Produce of 5**.^"^* ‘f, 

269,0001, their Live Stock is valued at 2,297,0001, and tlieir fixed Property, 
independently of Live Stock, at 2,136,000^. 

713. What is the present European Population, excluding the Black 
Population ? 

About 33,000. , 

714). And that Progress of Property has been effected between the Year 1820 
and the Year 1848 ? 



Eor the greater part. 
(46.5.) 
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715. Have 
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715. Have there been any European Settlements in the Eastern I’rovince 
antecedently to 1820? 

None that I am aware of, except the Dutch Creoles or Descendants of the 
Dutch at the Cape. 



716. Can you state the Extent of the Eastern Settlement? 

It is computed to comprise 37,000 Square Miles ; the Population is about 
l-|tlis to each Mile. 



717- Is the Right of the Crown over that Extent of Land established so as to 
vest the Property of the Soil in the Crown ? 

It is quite undisputed within those Limits. 



718. How much of that is granted ? 

There are about Three Millions and a Half ungranted. 

719. It appears from the Documents before Parliament that a considerable 
Number of Grants have been made that are not actually taken up by the 
Grantees ; is that the Case with respect to the Eastern Province? 

Yes, particularly in the Case of the Eastern Province. There is a very great 
Arrear of Grants yet to be issued. 

720. Do those Grants which are not issued throw any Difficulty or Impedi- 
ment in the Way of the Improvement of the Colony, by interposing Rlocks of 
unoccupied Land between the settled Districts? 

No, I think not. Those Farms have been occupied in many Cases, and even 
sold, without the Parties having obtained a Title from the Crown. I find tluit 
there are 3,498 Farms to which there are Titles in the Eastern District, and 
there are 985 occupied Farms without Titles,. 

721. A very large Proportion of the Land is granted? 

Yes. 



722. Does not a great Portion of the District consist of Land which can be 
turned to no account at all ’ 

Yes ; but there is less of that Description of Soil in the Eastern District than 
in the Western. The Great Desert Country is in the West 

723. Is the Climate generally speaking healthy? 

Very fine indeed ; the Agriculturists suffer, however, occasionally from 
Droughts, and occasionally from Locusts, which destroy their Vegetation. 

724. Would it be possible, at a moderate Expense, to construct Tanks or 
Reservoirs which would obviate the Inconvenience of Drought ? 

I should think it very feasible indeed. They have several Rivers in the 
Eastern District, Eight I think in Number, but at Times those Rivers are dry 
some wholly and others partially, and at another Season they are very mis- 
chievous from being perfectly ungovernable Torrents. ^ 

725. All that might be remedied by scientific Means? 

I should think it might be done, certainly. 

726. Are the greater Rivers ever dry,— the Fish River and others ? 

No, not altogether. The Fish River is the principal River, but none of tliem 
are navigable. 

727. When you speak of the Want of Water, do you mean a AVant of Water 
adequate for good Cultivation or for strong Vegetation, or is there also a Want 
of Water for the Use of Man and Cattle? . 

There is a Want of Water for the Use of Man at Times. 

728. And of Cattle? 

And of Cattle likewise. 



729. W^hat was the Rate of Wages when you were in the Colony ? 

Wages were very high when I was there. The Country was unsettled by the 
Existence of a War at the Time, and almost every Man was turned into a 
Soidmr, so that it was very difficult to get Labourers for any ordinary Purposes • 
the Wages were high, Two or Three Pounds a Month. Labour was so high 
priced that the Fingoes declined serving as Auxiliaries to the Troops as long as 

their 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON COLONIZATION FROM IRELAND. 



79 



their Services were desired by Sir Henry Pottinger at the Rate of One Shilling Sir Henry Yoimg. 
per Diem with Rations, declaring that they could get higher Wages from 
private Employers. 

730. Were the Wages wholly paid in Money? 

No ; generally partly in Money and partly in Provisions. 

731. Were Houses found generally for the Labourers? 

Sometimes. 

732. Were any large Proportion of those Persons employed in the Cultiva- 

tion of the Soil dependent wholly upon their Labour, or were they partially 
small Cultivators, and depending only occasionally, to a certain Extent, upon 
their Labour? _ _ ,0 

They were dependent upon their Labour ; that is, they were hired Servants, 

Herdsmen, Gardeners, domestic Servants. There were of course a great many 
small Farmers, who lived entirely by their own Labour, on their own Farms. 

733. Did those hired Labourers possess any Land of their own, which they 

cultivated on their own Account ? ' , • ■ . i 

No, I think not, unless one may except the Black People ; they invariably 
had Cattle of their own. 

734-. Were you able to find, not with reference to the Time when you were 
.here, but to the Times antecedent, whether there was any Tendency on the 
Part of Labourers, by the Accumulation of their Wages, to acquire the Means 
of becoming Prop;:ietors of Land ? 

Certainly j many of the most thriving People in the District of Albany went 
out of a very humble Class indeed, — almost Paupers. 

735. In what Condition were that Class, the best of them, during your 

Experience ? .. tt j c 

They had become very wealthy People, Owners of Houses, and Owners ot 
extensive Farms and thriving Trades. 

736. Were they generally well-conducted ? 

Very much so, indeed. 

737. Was the moral State of the Colony advancing satisfactorily?. 

Yes, very much so j I allude now to the European Colonists. 

738. Are there any Moravian Establishments in the Eastern District ? 

There were Two in the Eastern District, and there were Fourteen Congre- 
gations of Independents, Twelve Wesleyan, Tw'o Roman Catholic, One Pres- 
byterian, Nine of the Dutch Reformed Church, and Seven Episcopalian. 

739. Have they all Places of Worship ? 

Yes. 

74.0. Do they live together in Harmony, or was there any religious Dissen- 

There was scarcely any; there was some little Jealousy of course. But the 
Roman Catholics, the Presbyterians, the Dutch Reformed, and the Episcopalians 
were all paid some Portion of their Income from the public Funds ; the Wes- 
leyans also received Assistance occasionally from the public bunds. Ihe 
Independents would not accept it. 

74)1. On the Part of those who were paid by the State did you find any 
Reluctance to receive the Government Grant ? 

None whatever. 

742. Were they paid according to their Number ? 1 ^ • 

Yes, and in proportion also to what they had done for themselm, to their 

own Contributions for building Churches or paying Stipends to the Clergymen. 

743. Have they been doing much with respect to Education ? 

They are very anxious to promote Education, and 

public Money upon it. Their Churches and Schools cost them 5,704 l, and ot 
that the Schools cost them 2,383^. 



744. Have they sought and obtained Teachers from England ? 
Yes. 



(46.5.) 
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745. The 
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74<5. The Bishop had not arrived when you left tlie Colony ? 

No, he had not. 

74>6. Has the Use of the English Language spread in the Colony ? 

It is spreading, but not so much as it ought, I think. The Missionaries teach 
the Natives in their own Dialects, and therefore it does not spread so much as 
it ought to do. 

74<7. Is it to a certain Extent superseding the Dutch ? 

No ; I think the Dutch prevails more than the Englisli at the Cape. 

748. Are the public Documents all printed in English and Dutch ? 

In English. I believe some of the official Advertisements at Capo Town 
are printed both in Dutch and in Englisli, but not so in the Eastern District. 
There is a Newspaper in the Eastern Districts published in the Dutch Language. 

749. Froin what you could learn (putting tiie Question in that iSlmpc in 
order to avoid the temporary Derangements connected with the War), was 
there such a Demand for Labour as would have rendered Emigration to the 
Eastern Province useful to the Colonists ? 

Yes, certainly. One Instance of that has recently come to my Knowledge 
in the Case of Three of the Regiments that were quartered tliere, the Twenty- 
seventh, the Ninetieth, and the Ninety-first. Lord Grey directed that certain 
Terms should be proposed to the Men of those Regiments who were disposed 
^remain in the Country. If they chose to remain, and were qualified for the 
Office, they might become Non-commissioned Officers in the Hottentot or the 
Cape Mounted Rifle Corps, or they could obtain Grants of Land, or tlicy 
might be discharged in the Colony and take their Chance oT finding Employ, 
ment. Almost all of them have, I understand, decided to remain, taking their 
Chance of Employment. 

750. Do you mean almost all that did remain, or almost all in those 
Regiments ? 

Almost all the Soldiers who wished to be discharged in the Three Regi- 
ments I have mentioned, about 300 in all, are supposed to have determined \o 
their Chance of Employment. The Men stated that they had 
had^Offers such as they would be very glad to accept for some Eight or Ten 
or Twelve Months before they were enabled to avail themselves of them by 
this Order coming out. They have, as I understand, decided upon remaining 
and taking their Chance of getting Work, being sure in fact of getting Work. 

751. Showing their Preference of the Labour Market to any other Alternative 
witliin their Reach ? 

Yes. 

752. Is there any Disproportion of the Sexes existing in the Colony ? 

No, I believe not. *' ’ 

75s. Does the Want of Labour check the Progress of the Pasturage System 
from the Want of Shepherds ? o j > 

Certainly. 

754. Has it gone so far as to affect the Quality of the Wool, from tlie Want 
of proper Attention and Care? 

I do not know, but I dare say the Quality of their Wool would be very 
much improved by more Care being bestowed upon it after tile shearing and 
before the shearing. s 

Committee any Account of the State of the Trade 

of the Colony ? 

The Eastern Districts Exports are about 20O,OO0Z. a Year in Value chiefly 
Wool, some Gum and Ivory ; but these latter are in small Quantitie.?, and par 
ticularly of late, because the War has put a Stop to the Traffic in Caffre Land 
which formerly existed. They also export Aloes, Hides, Horns, Skins and 
Tallow ; and their Imports are about 52,000/. direct to Port Elizabeth and 
^oiit 75,000/. entering from Cape Town, — Goods which have paid Duty in 
Cape Town, but which are consumed in the Eastern Province. 

756. Is that imported into the Colony altogether for Home Consumption or 
IS any Portion of it re-exported from the Eastern Province ? 

I dare to say a good Portion of it finds its "Way among the savage Tribes ■ 
but It IS all actually consumed in South-east Africa ; it is not for Re-exportation! 

. 757. Can 
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757. Can you give the Committee any Information with respect to the Income Sir Henry Young. 

and Expenditure of the Eastern Provinces ?_ I6th MaroU 184S- 

The Revenue is about 420,000^., and their Expenditure about the same. 

758. From what Sources of Taxation is the Revenue derived? 

From Transfer Duties, Land Rents, Auction Dues, Stamps, Customs Duties 
on Goods imported, the Sale of Land, and Fees upon Grants of Land. 



759. On what Principle is the Sale of the Government Lands carried on ; is 
there a minimum upset Price ? 

It is exposed to Competition, at an upset Price fixed by the Government. 



760. Is that a fixed and uniform Price ? 

No j the Government may increase the upset Price. 



761. Is there not a fixed Minimum ? 

I do not think there is ; the upset Price, unless otherwise notified, is 25. per 
Acre. Whilst I was in the Eastern District no Sales of Crown Land took place. 
A very complicated System existed at one Time. There were Loan Places 
and Quit-rent Places, and those might be redeemed, but latterly a Rule has 
been laid down of selling Land by public Competition. 

762. What System of Law have they with respect to making out Titles to 
those Lands ? Is the Process of making out a Title an expensive one in the 
Colony as between the Grantee of the Crown and the Purchaser ? 

No, I believe it is not. 

763. Have they adopted the English System of Conveyancing, or have they 
any simple Mode of Transfer? 

They have a very excellent Plan for the Transfer of Property ; it is registered, 
and there is a Record of all Liens upon Property, as well as of all Titles to 
Property. 

764. And that Record is suflicient Notice ? 

Yes. 

765. Is the simple Entry upon the Register Evidence that the Purchase is 
completed ? 

Yes. 

766. Is that System found to give Satisfaction ? 

Very great Satisfaction indeed. The same System prevails under the Dutch 
Law in Demerara *, they would be most reluctant to_ change it. Though they 
have introduced much of English Law, they have invariably adhered to that 
Part of the Dutch Law. 



767, How is the Law administered there ; what judicial Authorities exist ? 

The Chief Justice and Two Puisne Judges for the Supreme Court, and that 
Court goes Circuit into various Parts of the Colony, and there are resident 
Magistrates with a limited Jurisdiction. The Circuit Court is composed of 
One Judge. 

76S. Is that Judicial Establishment limited exclusively to the Eastern 
Province, or is it connected with the Judicial Establishment of Cape Town? 

It is the Judicial Establishment of Cape Town, which extends over the 
Eastern District. 

769. Is not the Law now administered in the Eastern Provinces the Dutch 
Law with certain Modifications ? 

It is. 

770. Do vou consider that to be a desirable State of Things, or should you 

think it better to substitute entirely the English Law? . , , -p 

I think the more English Law there is introduced the better, with the Excep- 
tion of the Mode of transferring landed Property and establishing Claims upon 
it. Their System of transferring landed Property I believe to be better 

than that of the English Law, and that it could not be improved by any 
Adoption of the English System of Conveyancing. 

771. But you think the Introduction of the English Criminal Law an Im- 



provement? 

Certainly. 

(46.S.) I. 



772. Does 
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772. Does not the English Criminal Law now run in the Colony ? 

I think not, unless specially introduced. 

773. Practically is it now introduced witli respect to Jury Trial ? 

Yes, it is. Although the Dutch Law still prevails at the Cape, a very large 
Proportion of the English Law has been introduced from Time to Time. 

774. What Jurisdiction is there established on the Frontier; is not there a 
certain Jurisdiction over the Natives near the Frontier? 

The English Jurisdiction lias extended to certain Limits beyond the Frontier. 
Authority is given to issue a Commission of the Peace to Persons resident 
within certain Limits, but beyond the ordinary Boundaries of the Colony; — 

(■) & 7 Geo. 4. c. 57- 

775. Is there much Traffic between the bordering Tribes and the English ? 
There was, I believe, before the War. 

776. Traffic in what? 

Ivory and Skins, Gum, Horns, Kaffir Corn, Ostrich Feathers. 

777. In case of any Dispute with reference to those Transactions, how is it 
decided ? 

I suppose if there was a Dispute the Parties would apply to the nearest 
Magistrate ; but I imagine it is a very simple Sort of Trade ; there is no Credit 
given, they must pay for what they get at the Time. 

778. What do the Natives take in exchange chiefly ? 

Muskets and Powder, and Blankets and Knives and manufactured Goods. 

779* Do not the Hostilities that from Time to Time take place upon the 
Frontier mainly originate in the stealing of Cattle ? 

Yes. 

780. Are not the Facilities for such Incursions on the Part of the wild Tribes 
greatly increased by the scattered State of the European Population? 

Certainly. 

781. In fact, towards the Frontier, is not the Condition of the European 
Settlers very nearly defenceless? 

It is so. 

782. Do you think that any considerable Accession that could be made to 
the European Population of the Province, that was not too great to be absorbed 
by an effective Demand for Labour in the Province, would strengthen our 
Frontier, and lead to a better Protection of the Cattle and Pasturage, and 
thereby diminish the Chances of Aggression from the Native Tribes ? 

Unquestionably. 

783. From the Nature of the Soil, and the Power of extending the Pasturage, 
do you conceive that in the Eastern District tliere is a Demaml for increased 
European Population, independently of those political Considerations? 

I think there is. 

784. You think that Wages at present are too high ; higlier tlum ought 
naturally to be expected? 

It is difficult to procure Farm Servants and Herdsmen at almost any Wages. 

785. Can you give the Committee any Notion of the Extent to which this 
Eastern District is capable of absorbing Emigrant Labour ? 

Reference being made to the No. 9* Farms I have already stated to exist in 
the Eastern District, it would be quite a safe Extent to say that Four or 
Five thousand Persons would be certainly absorbed at once in the Eastern 
District alone. 

786. What Class of Emigrants do you think would be best suited to the 
Colony ? 

Farm Servants of all Kinds. 

787. In stating the Extent of Emigration which you think could be advan- 
tageously absorbed, have you limited your View to such an Amount of Labour 
as could be taken up by the existing Capital and the existing agricultural 

Demand 
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Demand for Labour, or do you include in that any further Demand that might Sir Senry Young. 

be created if the Capital were increased in proportion to the new Labour that 

,• J o ^ 16th March 184-8. 

was supplied ? 

No ; I limited it to what I supposed would be the Demand at the present 
Moment for Servants in the Eastern District. 



788. Supposing tliat Amount of Labour were supplied, do you conceive that 
the Application of Capital, both to Pasturage and to Cultivation, would be 
more profitable than it is at the present Moment, with the existing short Supply 
of Labour ? 



Yes. 



789. Would not that have a Tendency to attract more Capital, and to create 
an increasing and progressive Demand for Labour ? 

Yes. 



790. Can you at all state in what Proportion you would anticipate the 
Application of Capital, as between Pasturage and Arable Cultivation ? 

I think that the Labourers would be chiefly required as Herdsmen for 
Pasturage. 



791. What Opening is there for the Application of fresh Capital ; would you 
say that that would be chiefly in Pasturage ? 

I think so ; for it is certainly the most profitable. 

792. You have stated that something under 40,000 Acres are now under 
Cultivation, and that the whole Number of Acres is about 37,000 Miles, 
equal to 23,680,000 Acres; might not the Cultivation therefore be greatly 
extended ? 

Certainly ; but I believe the depasturing of Cattle and Sheep is the most 
profitable Employment that can be followed in the Eastern District at present. 

793. But, looking at the Fact that the Colonists import now a Portion of the 
Wheat consumed in the Colony, do you conceive that Wheat Cultivation miglit 
be extended with Profit ? 



Certainly. 

794. The Soil would well admit of it ? 

Unquestionably. 

795.. At least to the Extent of the Colonial Consumption? 

Yes ; and far beyond it. 

796. Whether they procure their Wheat from South Australia or elsewhere, 
in what Produce do they pay for it? 

I do not know. I do not know the Extent to which they have imported 
from South Australia. 



797. Has it ever been in contemplation to establish any Chain of Military 
Colonies along the Frontier, with a view at once to the Safety of the Colonists 
and to the Improvement of the Territory ? 

I have often heard it spoken of. I think it is a very desirable Thing to do. 

I do not know that there is any Plan of the Kind in actual Contemplation. 

798. You said that Four or Five Thousand Emigrants might he absorbed at 
once ; do you think there would be a further Demand in subsequent Years ? 

I think it very probable ; but it might be as well to see the Effect of 
the Importation of Labour to that Extent first. I have no Doubt that the 
Demand would grow with the Supply. 

799. Amongst the British European Settlers are there Persons of the 
different Countries, — English, Scotch, and Irish? 

Yes. 

800. Is there any Distinction between the Fitness of those different Classes 
for Emigrants ? 

No, I am not at all aware that there is. 

801. Do the Irish make as good Settlers as the English ? r c 1 • 

I have not had an Opportunity of contrasting the Two Classes of Settlers in 

that Way. 

802. But you never heard in the Colony of any Indisposition to receive 

Irish Settlers ? v u 

No, I think not. Of those who are going to remain at the tape from the 
Three Regiments which I mentioned just now the greater Number are Irish. 
(46.5.) T- 2 803. And 
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80S. AikJ there was no Indisposition on tho Part of tlic Colonists to receive 
them as b'ettlers ? ^ ^ 

None whatever. 

804. What is the Distance from the extreme Eastcni liomiilaiT of tlio Pro 
vmce which you governed to the Natal Settlement? 

In round Numbers I should think 700 Miles. 

805. What are the Modes of Communication lietweeii the Hasterii Cane 

Settlement and Port Natal ? ' 

By Sea and by Land; along tho extreme Nortliern Boimdary of the Haslern 
District by the Orange lliver. 

806. I-Iave any Road.s been 0 |)cnod ? 

Wmr°om “"‘1 Ox 

}'^'’^‘,'«,‘>>°Nature of the Country which lies intermediate between 
Poit Natal and the Eastern Boundary of the Colony? 

It is very easily traversed. 

SOS. Is it unoccupied, or is it in the Possc-ssion of hostile and savaL'e 'I'rihes? 
It IS partly inhabited by Caffre Tribes, I shonld say as li^ riKi;..; Kci 
01 peibaps a little beyond that ; then there intervenes a large Traet of CouiUrv 
which I believe to be quite unoccupied. ^ ^ 

da.igLIr“ ™ t-’«'«»H.nieation 

car^/ed on”frem ™ “•■ngnlar postal Conmiunieathm 

‘‘-‘>»I-ent Missionary Stations by 

810. Have you ever visited Natal yourself? 

1 have not. 

811. Was it under your Jurisdiction ? 

M^riburg!® ^ Lieutenant Governor and a Council at Pieter 

I have heard the Sod spoken of very well indeed, and tl.o Climate likewise. 

‘'’® Settlement of Port Natal ? 

A tnink lliree or lour Years ago. It was rccorTni 7 Pfl hv . /* 

815. Do you know the Extent of the Settlement? 

Count?y.”“‘ “ very extensive Tract ef 

816. The Soil is considered to be fertile ? 

Very much so. 

Cap'aLify X d.^Gro;™ 

wJtdtredr-Lo^'Grtir;^ Cotton, which 

indeed.^ ®‘'aham’s Town, and it apperedTery giocl 

^een b „“eK Cotton in South Africa; I have not 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON COLONIZATION FROM IRELAND. 



85 



819. Are you aware that there are Indications at Natal of the Power of the Sir Hmry Vomig. 

Growth of Indigo, as exhibited by the Growth of native Indigo ? 5 ^, jg^g 

No, I am not aware of that. I should say that the Cotton which was shown 

to me as having been grown at Natal was compared with some grown in the 
Neighbourhood of Graham’s Town, and it appeared to me to be of a i>eiy 
similar Quality. 

820. Is much Cotton grown in the Eastern Province ? 

No ; that was merely grown experimentally in a Garden. 

821. What is the Distinction between the Two Parts of the Colony as to 
Revenue ? Is the Collection of the Revenue in the Eastern District arranged 
and regulated there, or is it done under Regulations at Cape Town ? 

It is collected in the Eastern District. Goods imported direct to Algoa Bay 
pay Duties at the Custom House there. The local Taxes are collected by the 
different Civil Commissioners, as they are termed there. 

822. Are they accounted for at Cape Town? 

Yes ; the Audit Office is at Cape Town. 

823. And the Appropriation is effected at Cape Town ? 

It is effected by the Council at Cape Town. 

824. When you were there was there a Feeling amongst the Settlers in the 
Eastern District in favour of the Separation of the Eastern Province ? 

A very strong and unanimous one. I was directed to institute an Inquiry 
upon that Point, which I completed before I left, and the Evidence is in the 
Colonial Office. 

825. Was Port Natal much disturbed by the War ? 

I should think not. It had its own Troubles however. The European Settlers 
at Natal were in some Dread of the Natives there. They were playing pretty 
nearly the same Game there as they had played in the Eastern Distiict ; they 
were’ coming in large Numbers, and pressing upon the Territory occupied by 
the Farmers. And whilst I was at Graham’s Town a Deputation of the Emi- 
grant Boors, who had on a former Occasion quitted the Eastern District because 
they thought they had not sufficient Protection from the English Government 
as aoainst the Native Tribes, and had migrated to Natal, sent a Deputation to 
Sir Henry Pottinger to request that he would interfere and bring the Natives in 
the Neighbourhood of Natal more under Subjection, for they were becoming as 
troublesome as the Caffres had been to the People of the Eastern District. 

82G. Is there any Difficulty with respect to the Port at Natal which inter- 
feres with the Progress of that Colony ? 

I believe not ; 1 am not aware of any. I believe it is a small Port, and con- 
venient only for small Vessels. It is not a capacious Port ; there is no gi-eat 
Depth of Water, and it is not an easy Place for large sized Vessels to get to. 

827. Is Communication by Sea carried on between the Eastern and Western 

Provinces of the Cape and Natal ? r, n- j 

Yes; coasting Vessels frequently carry Merchandize to Cape Town and 
to Natal. 

828. Can you state what was sent from Natal in exchange for those 
C&r^OGs ? 

No I cannot. I think about Three or Four thousand Pounds were credited 
by the Cape Town Treasury to the Natal Government as having arisen from 
Duties on Goods which had paid Duty at Cape Town but were actually 
consumed in the Natal District, and therefore the Revenue arising from them 
was due to that Part of the Colony. For the Year ending the 5tli January 
1846 the Imports into the Port of Natal were valued at nearly 32,0001., and 
the Exports irom that Port at 10,0001. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 

Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned to Thursday next, 

Two o’clock. 



(46.5.) 
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The LORD MONTEAGLE OF BRANDON in tlie Chair. Evidence on 

Coloaization from 
Ireland. 

WILLIAM ASH Esquire is called in, and examined as follows : William Ash, Eng. 

829. IN what Branch of the Public Service are you employed? 2Sd March iSiS. 

The Head of the Irish and Scotch Department in the Office of Woods and 

Forests. 

830. How long have you been in that Department? 

Since 1838. 

SSI. How long have you been in the Office of Woods and Forests? 

Since 1827. 

832. In your official Capacity have you a general Supervision of the Irish 
Correspondence ? 

Yes, entirely. 

' 833. You are acquainted with the Lands of Ballykilcline, and of the Nature 
of the Crown’s Title in those Lands ? 

I am. « 

834. What was the original Title to those Lands ? 

The Title to those Lands was acquii'ed by Forfeiture in the Year 1688. 

835. In what County are they situate ? 

In the County of Roscommon ; in the Barony of Ballintubber, in Kilglass 
Parish. 

836. Those Lands having been originally acquired by Forfeiture, how were 
they dealt with afterwards by the Crown ? 

The Lands forfeited in 1688 were placed under the Trustees of Forfeitures, 
who were instructed to sell them j and an Act was passed in 1702 by which 
all the Lands of those Forfeitures which were not then sold were placed under 
the Charge of the Commissioners of Revenue for Ireland, wlio let them from 
Time to Time, either from Year to Year or under Leases. The last Lease 
was granted by Letters Patent from the Crown to Mr. Costelloe in the 
Year 1794, which afterwards came into the Possession of Lord Hartland ; and 
the Lease expired’in the Year 1834, being a Lease for Forty-one Years from 
1st May 1793. 

837. 1^0 you remember what was the Rent? 

i^’2l6 75. lO^d. Irish Currency, 199^- 145. 11|(^. British. 

838. Upon the Expiration of Lord Hartland’s Tenure in those Lands did 
the Crown enter into Possession ? 

The Crown entered into Possession. 

839. Did the Tenants attorn to the Crown, and pay Rent in the first 

instance, thereby acknowledging the Crown’s Title? _ 

Rent was paid immediately after the Crown resumed Possession. ^ There was 
a Negotiation with Lord Hartland for Purchase, which was declined on the 
Part of his Lordship, and the Property was then managed by the occasional 
Superintendence of a Surveyor on the Part of the Crown. 

840. Then at that Time there was no Doubt whatever cast upon the Title 
of the Crown ? 

None. 

(40.6.) L 4 841. Has 
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841. Has there been any legal Claim put forward on the Part ol any one 
sc ^ 

None. It is not a disputed Title in any respect. 



842. Can you refer the Committee to the latest Account which was laid 
before Parliament upon this Subject prior to the proHcnt St^'suni ? 

A Statement by the Commissioners of IIcv Majesty s Woods ami forests, 
dated the 19th of March 1847- 



84S. Can you inform the Committee what wore the Conteiib of tho.se Lands 
when the Crown came into Possession ot them ? 

Six hundred Acres. 



844. Irish Acres ? 

Statute Acres. 

845. What were the yearly llents? , r , 

The yearly Rents at which they were then held by the Icnants umier Lord 

Hartland amounted to 412^. Those were the Rents at which they were tlion 
held by the Tenants under Lord Hartland. No Alteration was made in llie 
then Rental. 

846. Was that the Rent at the Time Lord Hartland occupied tiio Lund, 

or the Rent at the Time he gave it up ? , „ , t 

The Rent at the Time he gave it up. They were the Snh-Uent.s at wlneli 
the actual Occupiers were then holding the Land from Lord Hartland ami Ins 
Sub-Lessees. Lord Hartland paid 216/. 

847. Lord Hartland paid 216/. to the Crown, and lie sublet to other Parties? 
Yes. 

848. How many different Denominations of Tenants were there ? ' 

There were about Seventy-two dificrent Occii])iers ; the Land was held in 
Forty-three separate Tenures. 

849. In several Cases were not more Tenants than One included in the 
One Agreement, No. 40 ? 

Yes. 

850. How many were included in that Demise hold in common ? 

Seven. 

851. In No. 39 how many were included ? 

Four. 

852. And in several other Cases ? 

There are Four in No. 22. 

853. The yearly Rent, as you have already told the Committee, being '112/., 
will you state how much was received in the Year 1835 ? 

In the Year 1835 there appears to liave been received 376/. IM.v. fxL 

854. How much was received in the Year 1836 ? 

.s^287 Os. 5d. 

855. In the Year 1837 ? 

^100 4s. 7ld. 

856. In the Year 1838 ? 

Only the Rent by the Rev. Thomas Lloyd, 10/. lO.f. for about Llevcn and a 
Half Acres. 



857. How much was received in the Year 1839? 

The same Rent from Mr. Lloyd, and none from the 'rcnaiits. 

858. How much in the Year 1840 ? 

The same. 



859. In the Year 1841 ? 

The same. 

860. In the Year 1842? 

There has been none received since 1837. 

861. No 
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861. No Rent whatever, except Mr. Lloyd’s? Willia m Ash , Esg. 

N®"®* 2Sd March 184,8. 

862. Has he gone on paying it regularly ? — — — 

He has paid it regularly. 

863. Therefore, from the Year 1838 up to the Year 1848, no Rent has been 
received whatever out of these Lauds, except the Payment of Mr. Lloyd? 

None, except Mr. Lloyd’s. 

864. Therefore the Committee may assume that there has been an actual 
Loss upon the reserved Rental of about 4,000/. ? 

Yes. There is a Return of the actual State of Arrears to 1847. 

865. Up to the Year 1847, how much was the Amount of the Arrears due? 

.^4,068 Ss. 6d. to the 1st of May 1846. There will be another Year’s Rent 

to the 1st of May 1847, of 400/. ; and on the 1st of May immediately now suc- 
ceeding there will be another Year. That will be an Addition of about SOO/. 

866. During this Interval of Time have there been considerable legal 
Expenses incurred ? 

There have been Expenses incurred. 

867. From 1834 to 1847 how much has been incurred in Law Costs? 

^468 13s. Id. 

868. Were these Lands ever surveyed by Messrs. Brassington and Co., the 
Land Agents in Ireland? 

They were. 

S69. In what Year ? 

In 1838. 

870. What Area did they return? 

They returned a Content of 609 Acres 3 Roods 16 Perches. 

871. What Valuation did they put on the Land? 

They slated it as a Rental at 412/. ; showing an average Rent of 13s. 6d. 
per Statute Acre. 

872. How many separate Subdivisions appear on these Lands hy Messrs. 

Brassington's Survey? 

Four hundred and sixty-three. Messrs. Brassington’s Survey was made in 
1836. 

873. What Efforts were made by the Crown to recover the Rents which 
became due, when, as has been shown by the Figures you have favoured us 
with, the Tenants declined all Payment of Rent? 

I think those Steps will be found in the Return, Page 3.* * See Page 102 , 

^ _ at the End of this 

874. Without going through them in detail, were all the Measures taken that Day's Evidence, 
were advised by the Crown Lawyers ? 

Certainly. 

875. Were Measures resorted to, as well in the Courts of Law as in the 
Courts of Equity, as well under the local Jurisdiction of the Magistrates in the 
Quarter Sessions as in the Courts above ? 

They were. 

876. Did the Crown during that Time feel it necessary to have recourse to 

Military and Police Assistance on many Occasions for the Purpose of the 
Enforcement ot the Law ? ; 

I am not aware of the Military having been employed except on One Occa- 
sion. The Police were always in Attendance on the Crown Agent, either 
when he went to serve the Notices requisite under the legal Proceeding, or on 
any other Occasion when he had to visit the Estate. 

877. Were the Reports made to you such as to induce the Office of Woods 
and Forests to come to the Conclusion that without such Assistance the Law 
could not be enforced? 

Yes. 

(46.6.) M 878. Was 
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878. Was the Nonpayment of the Rent for these successive Years the Result 
of any Combination among the Tenants ? 

There was every Reason to believe that there was a Combination among the 
Tenants themselves. ■ ■ 

879. In the Year .1886 there appear to have been Notices to quit served on 
the Tenants under Instructions from the Office ; will you state whether any 
Number of these Parties gave up Possession under those Notices to quit? 

I believe some did ; to the Extent of about Fifty. 

880. Were they again put into Possession, or what Steps were taken? 

They were put into Possession, and were appointed under an Arrangement 

made by the late Mr. Weale, who was then at the Head of that Department, as 
Caretakers. . 

V into Possession as Tenants, but merely as Servants 

of the Woods and Forests? 

As Servants of their respective Holdings, being accountable to the Crown 
for the Profits. 

PoffielsiOT? Tenants on that Occasion give up 

I do not think any of them did. 

883, Was any Proposition made by the Crown at that Time to let these 
Lands to a Middle-nDan ? 

Yes. 



SS4.. Ho.w was that dealt with at the Office of Woods and Forests ? 

The Opinion of the Commissioners was, that a Lease of that Nature would 
neitlier be beneficial to the Cromi’s Interest nor to the occupying Tenants, as 
interposing a Party between the Crown and the Occupiers themselves. 

which were based upon a View to the Interest of 
the Tenant as well as of the Crown, that Proposal was refused ? 

It was. 

886. What was the Mode of Proceeding that was resorted to by the Woods 
and Forests to obtain Possession of their Land? ^ 

An Information of Intrusion. 

Pro«edffi^by™elt‘en^t7“' ““ ““-I® 

realTand kast\':;etivt'ptLt^^^ 

pifi was. that the Office of Woods and 

Forests, as public Savants, were not seised of the legal Estate, and conse^ 
quently that no Demise could be laid in Ejectment? 

whil''tru?efrrc?b.‘’T^ operated very strongly, as it has on other Occasions 
Lrcf thr&mXioners.'^ i« Ejectment on the 

were Appearances of Combination 

ofthe°Nam:oVSmL fIZuHcT'" 

890. Read the Passage ? 

‘‘ This is tlie Person, as I am informed, that caused the Tenants to desist 

“ bis H *'“■ America™avrng add 

Man CedCro’Sia™ 

TeSts^lst^^pTytr 

:n^ib:^p“d^s^timS- 

Yes. 



892. At 
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892. At that Time what Interest had he in those Lands ? 

He had no Interest but that of Possession. There are no Leases or even 
Agreements on the whole of the Estates, even under Lord Hartland. 

893. Was there any Proposition made on the Part of the Tenants of Bally- 
kilcline with respect to a lesser Rent, which they expressed their Willingness 
to pay ? 

Yes ; that is, that they were ready, I apprehend, to pay the Rent at which it 
was let to by the Crown to Lord Hartland, 216/. 

894. That was nearly Fifty per Cent, less than the Value put on the Land 
by Messrs. Brassington ? 

Yes. 

895. In the course of these Proceedings had the Commissioners reason to 
suspect that there was frequently a Reluctance on the Part of the Sheriff to 
perform his Duty ? 

There was on One Occasion. 

896. Was not a Recommendation given by the Clerk of the Quit Rents that 
** Steps should be taken on the Part of the Crown to compel the Sheriff to 

perform his Duty ?” 

Yes. 

897* Did you find it very easy, when the Proceedings were brought before 
the Justices at Petty Sessions, to obtain Decisions in those Cases ? 

I think the Decisions that were given were adverse to the Crown, if I 
remember the Particulars of the Cases. 

898. What Report was made to you by the Sub-Shei*iff of the County of 
Roscommon as to his Difficulty in getting legal Process in the Case against 
Narry ? 

That was a Process for Attachment for having refused to put in an Answer 
to the Information. 

899. What was the Report made to you by the Sub-Sheriff? 

It appears that he was obstructed. " The Roads on every Side of me were 
“ surrounded, and the Prisoner would be certainly rescued from me had I not 
“ got him into one of the Police Stations along the Road, and which the 
“ People attacked to get him out. I have been obliged, as I found it unsafe, 
** to take him the direct Road to Roscommon Gaol ; therefore I came round 
“ this Way, and am now proceeding with my Prisoner, and hope to lodge him 
“ safe in Gaol this Evening. I would not venture to intrust him with my 
own Bailiffs.” 

900. What was the Cost of this Proceeding by tlie Sheriff? 

5^38. 

901. Will you tum to the Rental, and see what the Rent was to which this 
Individual Narry was subject? 

He is No. 24. on the Rental ; “ Patrick and Bartholomew Narry.” They held 
a joint Tenancy of Thirteen Acres, at 9/. 19s. a Year. 

902. And it cost 38/. to serve them with the Process of Attachment ? 

Yes. 

90S. Did you thereby obtain Possession of the Lands ? 

JSot at that Time. 

904. Did you subsequently obtain Possession of the Lands ? 

The Crown is in possession of them now. 

905. When did you come into Possession of them ? 

The Narrys, I rather tliink, were not finally put out of Possession till the last 
Information of Intrusion was executed in last Year. 

906. And, notwithstanding your having apprehended him on Attachment 
and lodged him in Gaol at an Expense of 38/., you have lost the Rent ever 
since ? 

Yes. It was an Attachment for Contempt of Court ; he was not actually put 
out of Possession. It was not an Ejectment. 

f46.6.) M 2 907. But 
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907. But was it not for not appearing to the Writ of Intrusion that the 
Attachment issued, and was not the Object of that Writ of Intrusion to put 
him out of Possession ? 

Precisely. 

908. Will you describe the Steps which it was necessary to take on tliat 
Occasion in the Service of legal Process ? 

I have this Moment returned from the Lands of Kilglass, where I, together 
" with the Police, Cavalry, and Infantry, have been the entire of this Day. 
“ 1 have taken the Possession from the Persons named in the Injunction, and 
“ put Mr. Ryan into the Possession. It would have been much better for 
“ example sake to have thrown down the Houses, as well as taken many 
“ Prisoners. I told the People they had better pay their Rents, and go and 
“ settle with the Collector in Atldone. Certainly something should be done. 
“ There are by 2,000 too many People on the Lands.” 

909. That Number, ”2,000,” must evidently refer to other Lands besides 
those of Ballykilcline ? 

I should tiiink it must. I am not aware of there ever having been more 
than about 410 or 420 Residents on the Land. 

910. In this Case you obtained Possession of the Lands in 1844 ? 

From Four Defendants. There were only Four Parties in that first Infor- 
mation of Intrusion. 



911. Did you retain Possession of those Lands ? 

Possession was resumed by Three of them, I think. 

912. Do you mean that Possession was resumed, contrary to the Will of the 
Crown, by the Henants who had been dispossessed by Act of Law? 

By the disjrossessed Parties breaking open tlie Locks, removing the Staples, 
and entering mto Possession. 



91s. Were these Proceedings attended with considerable Expense ? 

Wo ; i should say it is not a very considerable Expense. 

914. Will you turn to the Report of Michael Ryan, at the Bottom of Page 30 ? 

Strokestown. Friday the 19tli, I pro- 
„ Sf “’Clock, from Strokestown, witli the Sub- 

T Constable, and a Division of the Police. 

.. i ‘he Sheriff would not get 

« Do ^ ho gave him Ik After dispossessing Three Men I locked tile 
“ for ^ ■* 'u ^ ’f-f; ^hief Unstable did not tliink it 

<< Baily-kilclme during the Night. I then camo to 

„ htiokestown that Evening The next Morning I again visited tlie Place, 
“ 3^1/° p’l'^ ^ ‘hen hired a Man to come along with me, 

P ^ We visited the Lands different Times, Morning 

2nv wirSoTAB '"™“Sh‘ ‘he dispossessed Tonanta 
“ CoH?ctor '• ^ ^‘hlene. »ho told me they were inclined to settle witli the 



91,'i. Did tliey ever settle with the Collector ? 
No, they did not. 



leva! PrrceSinnT^S^tf-^^ °‘'‘h^ Consequence of these 

“ tte taf LTalreLw^^ ''‘Sc Spirit of Opposition 

" Ob e ^tionrin lel^er^ “".S *hat can be coIlectedVmm the 
“ IlLtancrst n tliat the same Determination to 

„ resistance still e,Msts to a very considerable Extent ; and whicli Siiirit of 

“ 2- ‘V* ™Perative on your Board to break down by the Strciigtli 

ake a J’in i is^ri^ t ^ Rights, bS elrple 

“ comnlafn -fh ‘ r‘p R™Piietors of the Lands in that Locality, who 
“ Ss ^ ‘hut Persons have been suffered for several 

“ rfTe LawT'’^ °P®“ Defiance 
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917. Pending these Proceedings in what Condition were the Lands ; were Wimam Ash, Etq. 

they cultivated” and improved, and brought under the ordinary Course of 
Agriculture ? 

That I am not aware of. 

918. Will you turn to Page 36, at the Conclusion of the Report of Michael 

Ryan, the Quit Rent Driver? 

“ 1 viewed the Lands, and saw no Sign of Tillage, either ploughing or 
“ digging” Whether that is applicable to the whole State ot the Lands, 
or only to that of the Four Parties who had been recently dispossessed, I am 
not aware. 

919. Who was appointed as local Agent by the Office of Woods and Forests 
to manage this Property ? 

George Knox. 

920. Had he any Dfficulties in the Management of those Lands beyond that 
of not receiving any Rent ? 

He certainly had Difficulties in every way. 

921. Will you turn to his Report to the Clerk of the Quit Rents at 

^^“°With reference to the Crown Lands at Ballykilcline in this County, I beg 
“ leave to enclose you, for the Information of the Commissioners of Woods 
and Forests, an Affidavit made this Day by Two of my Bailiffs, whom I sent 
“ to serve the Notices on the Tenants for the 1 ayment of Rent. I 

“ anticipated, they were attacked by the Tenants, and not having the Protec- 
tion of the Police, were obliged to retreat, after only effecting the Service rf 
Six or Seven of the Notices ; and were it not that by Chance they met a ew 
“ Policemen on Duty, they would certainly have been killed, as it was with 
“ the greatest Difficulty and fixed Bayonets tliat the Police could keep the 
“ Mob^from them. H^ing undertaken the Business, I was most anxious and 
“ willino-, at any personal Risk, to assert the Rights of the Crown m this 
“ Instance, but ^fin^d it impossible (unless the Commissioners get a Police 
“ Barrack on the Premises) to get any Papers served on the Penants ; and 
“ if it does not meet their Approbation to do so, I fear 
“ acting any further, as no Consideration will induce any Bailiffs even to go 
“ to the Premises again without Protection. The Parish of Kilglass has 
•I Sways been the most lawless Part of this Country In fact it appears 0 
“ me that the Commissioners may either have a Police Station m 

“ Ballykilcline, or give Possession of the Crown Lands to the lawless Mob 
who now inhabit it.” 

922. Subsequently to that Report, dated on ^av. was to 

fnrthei- Communication made by Mr. Knox to the Clerk of the Quit Rents 
nn the 18th of May 1844, and to what Effect? t i 

Yes “ With reference to the Crown Lands of Ballrtilclme, I have to 
- acquaint you that I have received a Letter from the County Inspectoi of 
“ Fofice (Mr. Burke), stating that he was prepared to give ine 
“ ance of the Police, serving Notices, and taking possession of the Lands, il 
<■ I annoLted a Day for dofng so. However. I am not in a Position as yet 
LTcepting of Ls Services, as tlie Sheriff says he has received no new 
“ Iniunctlon to authorize him to go with me ; and even were he to do so, it 
<• would be exactly a Repetition of the last Scene of taking possession, and 
.. rrm tUng a Reentry of the Tenants afterwards. Therefore, unless I can 
Cv c own the Houses of the refractory Tenants, and place Keepers on the 
toiserand make an Example among them. I will not interfere at all any 
“ further in the Transaction.” 

92S. Were Proceedings taken against the tenants who, after to 
recovered Possession of the Lands, had re-entered forctbly into the Possession 
of those Lands ? 

Yes. 



924. What Proceedings w'ere those ? 
They were before the Quarter Sessions. 

(46.6.) M ; 
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92.5. What was the Result of those Proceedings ? 

One of the Jurors, Mr. French, said there was no Occasion to give any 
“ further Evidence, as they were satisfied of the forcible Entry and Detainer ; 

expressed their Dipsent from Mr. French, 
^1.* ®^owne closed his Case on behalf of the Crown.” There were no 
“ Witnesses for the Defendants. Tiiree of the Jury were for finding for the 
forcible Possession, and all the others against the Crown. I consider their 
“ chief Reason for not finding on behalf of the Crown was our not being able 
to prove the actual breaking open of the Premises by tlie Defendarits, 
mthough we clearly proved that they were broken into, and also the forcible 
“ Detainer.” 



• 926. State upon the Report of these Proceedings what the Solicitor General 
advised upon the Cases? 

“ The Solicitor General advises that no further Jury .should be .summoned, 
» but that an Information in Equity should be filed for the Purpose of rcco- 
“ venng these Portions of the Lands in question.” 

927- What were the Observations made upon that Keport by the Commis- 
sioners of Woods a,nd Forests on the 25th of July? 

1 are satisfied, from the Circumstances tiiat have been 

laid b^ore them that any further Attempt to proceed to a Settlement of 
these Questions through the Medium of a Jury will be wholly unavailable: 
and although former Kxperience tends to show that the Proceedings now 
Cl It® “pen to many Objections, the Commissioners feci it tlioir 

• -L/uty to adopt the same as the only Alternative suggested.” 

92S. You have been already asked whether the Agent of the Estate suffered 
any personal Mischief, or was threatened with any such? 
c« 184.6. I beg leave to address you relative to a 

„ which I hold under the Crown for the Lands of Ballykilcline 

„ County, and for the Performance of my Duty in wliicli Agency I am 

.. ™ost dangerous Persecution. It has been found necessary 

during the last Year that several Writs issued from the Court of Exchequer 

>■ them “p " dispoLss 

“ rXei ^ S“ much mismanaged by the late 

“ District, I was determined that no Effort of 

mine should be wanting to carry the Law Proceedings on behalf of the 
cc J-™™ “1“ -And the more effectually to do so, in every Instance where 

<■ o HoustXth r ‘p ^ ^“»dedVrsonall;, and w^^nt from HoS: 

™ the ms and “y Disappointment 

*c it • ’ ^ ^^’® Service myself, in the event of 

« necessarj'. However, for so doing I have repeatedly received 

» Tnri ^ ^ ® expecting to be attacked at my House every Nitdit • 

“ fa DuhKn^Pf fr“ Jsunders’ Nc4 L?tte 

« i?, ^ tieen turned up, and myself again threatened 

.. L Pr2 y™ will so food as Sr 

« ^ f ^ Government at my Residence, as my Life is not safe 

One Moment at the present ; or otherwise, that you will apply for the Police 

“ .iis^tTi^guZ;?^ 

Gifham'^rSie “i' James 

we?f;u?CMr'Sv“*i?““‘°"’ soil' “f April, some Questions 

“ nose ™“l'i ■i'' sufficient for the Pur- 

“ Premises, assisted hral'ilitary Part7of 

stant 
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“ stant Coinmumcation with the present PoUce Station at Kilglass, would William Ash, Etq. 
" retain Possession, and not a less Number.” Mai^ 184<8.- 

• 931 i Will you read the Fourth Query and the Answer? — ■ — 

“ In the event of a sufficient Force of Police not being obtained, can 
“ Military be accommodated, and in what Premises ? — Even in the event of 
Twelve Police being located on the Premises, an Officer’s Party (which 
generally consists of Tw'enty-five Men) will be absolutely necessary to remain 
there for some Time. The Accommodation will only consist of the Cabins 
“ that we are to get Possession of ; but, as frequently has been the Case 
latterly in Leitrim, the Men can be encamped, and between the Shelter 
“ provided by the Houses and their Camp they can manage so as to reside 
there during a short Period.” 

932. Will you have the goodness to read on ? 

“ Mr: Knox also recommends that a small Barrack (capable of holding 
Twenty or Thirty Police) be built, as soon as practicable after Possession, 
on the Road near Padran*s and Croughan’s Houses, and that one of the 
Government Contractors from Longford be employed to carry on the build- 
ing as quickly as possible ; and I then consider that the Military Party can 
“ be withdrawn. And in suggesting the building of this small Barrack 1 have 
to observe, thafcit will be no additional Expense to the Crown, as the present 
“ Police Station now at Kilglass (and quartered in a thatched Barrack) can be 
removed to Ballykilcline, and, by augmenting the Men to Twenty or Twenty- 
“ five, One Barrack or Statibn will answer.” 

933. Are you aware whether, in the Close of the Year 1846, when the Dis- 

tress from the Failure of the Potato Crop began to be felt, the State of the 
Neighbourhood of Ballykilcline rendered it expedient to undertake any Public 
Works in that District'? w -nr i 

Only from Mr. Knox’s Statement in a Letter, that there were Public works 
going on. 

934. Read what he says ? . r t v £• 

“ From the numerous Public Works at present going on in the Locality ot 

“ Ballykilcline, and consequently the Number of Persons collected there, I 
“ could not venture to serve the Notices without the Presence of a Police 
“ Magistrate and Military Force ; and it was only on Yesterday that I could 
“ obtain that Assistance.” 

935. Does Mr. Knox report in what Condition the Lands of Ballykilcline 

were at that Period, after the Tenants bad retained them for so many Yeare 
without paying any Rent ? . , « 

He does ; that their “ Holdings are neglected and unimproved. 

936. Who were the Law Agents employed by the Crown in Ireland ? 

Messrs. Robert Hamilton and Company. 

937 . Have they suggested that the Proceedings that might be taken against 
the Tenants would be ineffectual, even after obtaining Possession, unless the 
Houses of the Tenantry were levelled ? 

Yes. 



938. State what they have said? , . j v 

We beg to say, that should your Board adopt the Course advised by the 
* Attorney General, that a Notice should be served, naming a specific Day tor 
‘ the Fourteen Defendants in the Cause to leave the La,nds, and apprizing 
‘ them that on that Day the Injunction would be positively executedi we 
‘ would suggest that in order to carry out the Arrangements which were 
contemplated for retaining the Possession when the Injunction was obtained, 
“ which was, that either the Houses in which the Defendants reside should oe 
« levelled to the Ground, and the Materials removed so as to prevent thein 
» being rebuilt, or that Two or Three of the best of the Houses should be put 
« in repair and fitted up as Barracks for a resident Force of either Mi 1 ary 
« or Police, your Board should at once enter into Communication with the 
Government with the view of obtaining such F^ce, and that all necessa y 
“ Arrangements may be made previous to the Execution ot the ri 
« Injunction, so as at once to take and retain the Possession- 

(46.6.) M 4 939 . WiU 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




gg M7JIUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

WiUiain Ash, Esq. 939. Will vou have the goodness to turn to the Letter of the Commissioners 
>1 1C.Q ofWoods to Messrs. Hamilton and Company, of the 2d of March, m reply to 

23(1 March 1848. qj.|. p 

I have to state, that liis Excellency has been informed that it is andcipated 
« the Assistance both of Military and Police will be required on the Occasion 
“ for the Removal of the Parties from their Tenements, and lor maintaining 
“ the Crown’s Possession after such Ejectment ; and that you have been 
“ instructed to communicate witli Mr. Knox, in order to ascertain wnat 
“ Assistance will probably be required on the Occasion, _ sliould it be touna 
“ necessary, from a continued Determination of the l^irties to enter into no 
“ Arrangement with this Board, to proceed with their Ejectment at the Lx- 
« piration of the Period to be fixed by the Attorney Genera . And 1 have. 

“ therefore, to desire that the Commissioners may be informed 01 the ieriocl 
“ named by the Attorney General in the Notices now about to bo served 
“ as that to be allowed to the Tenants before Ejectment, and that you will, m 
« sufficient Time before that Period shall elapse, communicate with Mr. Knox 
“ as to the Assistance which may be probably required for proceeding in t ie 
“ Ejectment, and as to the Course he would recommend in carrying out the 
“ same, which the Board conceived would be most effectually done by levelling 
“ the Tenements, with the Exception of Two or Three, to be appropriated 
“ for the Occupation of such a resident Force of Military or Police as may be 
“ deemed requisite for maintaining the Possession.” 

940. You have gone through the Proceedings as detailed in tlie_ Papers 
already before Parliament. Can you inform the Committee whether, in your 
Judgment, all the Measures that could be resorted to in the ordinary Courts 
of Law, or by the Efforts of the Government in the Use of the Police and 
Appeals to the constituted Authority, were ineffectually tried with respect to 
the Lands at Ballykilcline ? 

I should say so, decidedly. 

941. Do you conceive that if these Lands had been in the Hands^ of a 
private Individual the Law could have been enforced upon those Lands in the 
then State of the Occupation of those Lands, so as to make them productive ? 

I should think not. 

912. Will you have the goodness to inform the Committee what may have 
taken place with respect to these Lands subsequently to the Proceedings which 
have already been detailed in the Parliamentary Return ? 

The Injunction was executed on the 26th of May last, and the Fourteen 
Parties who were Defendants were turned out, and their Houses levelled to the 
Ground, with the Exception of some which were retained for the Location of a 
Party of Police. 

94s. Did they resume Possession ? 

They have never resumed Possession. 

944. Do you know what has become of them ? 

The greater Part, if not the whole of them, have since emigrated. 

945. Will you refer to the Reports of the 2Sth and fllst of May ? 

The Report of the 28th of May is a Report from the Solicitors to Mr. Burke. 

946. Does it only state the Fact? 

It simply states the Fact that the Possession was delivered. 

947. What does the Report of the Slst of May state ? 

“ That Possession had been given up to liim, as Agent for Uic Crown, of the 
“ Fourteen Blouses on the Lands of Ballykilcline out of which the Occupiers 
“ were dispossessed on the 26tli instant; that Two of the Hoiisc.s were thrown 
down, and tlie,Doors and Windows taken out of some others, and Twelve 
“ Police stationed on the Premises.” 

948. Were any Recommendations made subsequently with a view to any 
Provision that niiglit be made for these Parties? 

The Letter of the iCth June 1847 contains the following Recommendations : 
— “ He is induced to recommend that you should direct a certain Sum of 
“ Money to be paid to each of them, according to the Value of their Crops, in 

“ order 
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order to enable them to emigrate to America ; but that, as they cannot at WUUim Ai?,, Esj. 
all be depended on, the Money should not be paid until their Arrival in jMarch 184&. 
“ Dublin or Liverpool, and then only laid out in paying for their Passage. 

949. What Steps were taken upon that ? 

Instructions were issued directing that Course to be pursued, and that a State- 
ment should be procured from Mr. Knox of the Parties who would emigrate, 
and what Sum would be required to carry out that Arrangement. 

gso Will you read the Words of those Instructions ? 

“ I have, on the Board’s Behalf, to acquaint you that they entirely concur m 
“ the Course of Proceeding recommended by Mr. Knox and yourself, and to 
“ desire that be may be instructed to Uke the necessary Steps for carrying out 
“ the same, especial Care being taken that in any Offer made either to the dis- 
possessed or other Parties of pecuniary Assistance on the Part of the Board the 
same shall not be made as a Compensation for Crops or Buildings, but solely as 
“ a Gratuity with a view of enabling them to emigrate ; and that no m-tion ot 
any Sum which Mr. Knox may recommend, or the Amount of such Gratuity, 

‘‘ be paid to any of the Parties except at the Port to which they may proceed 
“ for Emigration, and then only expended in their Passage Money. 



931. Had you any Communication upon this Subject with the Secretary of 
the Emigration Commissioners on the 15th of July ? 

Yes. On the 15th of July tliis Letter was written to the Secretary of the 
Emigration Board “ Sir, Tlie Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods, ^ 

“ vested with the Management of the landed Property of the Crown m Ireland, 

“ have recently had under their Consideration the Expediency of adopting 
“ Measures for the Removal of a Portion of the surplus Population ot an 
“ Estate belonging to the Crown in the County of Roscommon, known as 
“ the Lands of Ballykilorme, and assisting those who may be disposed to emigrate 
“ with their Families to America. The Property in question has been for 
>< some Time past the Subject of legal Proceedings at the Instonce of this 
“ Board, with a view of determining the adverse Possession which has been ot 
“ late Years maintained by the several Occupiers of the Lauds ; and a Writ ot 
“ Iniunction having been recently obtained for putting the Crown into the 
“ actual Possession of certain Divisions of the Property in the Occu^tion ot 
the Parties, a summary Process of Ejection was used by the Sheriii oi the 
« County against them on the 26th May last, when they were severally with 
“ their Families put out of the Premises in their Occupation, and their Tenements 
“ levelled, with the Exception of such of the Houses as it was deemed 
“ expedient to retain for the Location of a Police Force to prevent any sub- 
sequent Attempt of the Parties to regain the Possession. Proceedings hy^ 
** Intbnnation of Intrusion are now pending against the remaining Occupiers ot 
« the Lands ; and, in the event of their still refusing to acknowledge the Crown s 
» llidits, the same Course would be pursued on an Injunction bemg obtained 
bv their forcible Removal from the Ground and Houses. The several 
“ Arrangements connected with the localManagement of this Property are under 
“ the Superintendence of an Agent on the Part of this Board, Mr. George Knox, 
“ of Clonfree, in the County of Roscommon ; and as the Rights of the Crown 
“ had been established by the Proceedings by Ejectment adopted in the Cases 
“ above referred to, he was called on to report what Course he considered 
“ might be most expedient to adopt, both with respect to the Portions of the 
“ Estate from which the Occupiers had been ejected, and the Remainder of 
“ the Lands for the Possession of which legal Proceedings are still pending. 
« And as in the Report submitted by him he suggests certain Arrangemente 
“ for facilitating the Emigration of the Parties who have been ejected, vral 
“ as of such of the remaining Occupiers as may be willing to adopt the same 
“ Course, I have, on behalf of the Crown, to transmit to you herewith a Copy 
■* of that Report, which was submitted to them through their Officei m iie- 
“ land, the Clerk of the Quit Rents, also of this Board’s Instructions forvvarded 
“ thereon, and of a further Report in which the Number of Eamite 
“ disposed to emigrate is specified, with a Statement of the probable (>st 
‘■their Conveyance either to New York or Canada. From these Papers 
“ you will observe that it is not the Committees Intention to advance the 
“ whole Cost that would be incurred in sending the Parties in question to 
(46.6.) N 
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“ either Destination, but to authorize such Amounts to be applied towards the’ 
“ Cost of Emigration as may be reported to them suited to each Case, both as 
“ regards the Means each Family may possess, and the Number of Individuals 
“ of which each is composed ; and also that no such Assistance as may be 
“ decided on should be given, except in the way of Payment of Passage Money 
“ or Out6t, and until the respective Parties shall be embarked for their Dcsti- 
“ nation. And I have, on the Board’s Behalf, to request that this Subject, with 
“ the accompanying Papers, may be laid before the Committee for Emigration, 
“ and that this Board may be favoured with any Suggestions which tbeir Ex- 
“ perience in Matters of this Nature may enable them to submit for the Board’s 
“ Information, in order to their Intentions being carried out in the most 
“ advantageous and expeditious Manner.” 

952. Have you got any Return that will show the Number of Persons on the, 
Property who were disposed to emigrate ? 

I have a Statement of the Number of Parties who were then prepared to 
emigrate. Of the Parties evicted, Eight out of the Fourteen. 

953. Are those Eight Individuals or Eight Families ? 

Eight Individuals. The Number of the Families of those Individuals is, 
Twenty-eight over Fourteen Years of Age, and Seven under I''ourtecu Years of 
Age ; Forty-three Individuals of the evicted Parties. Of the remaining Occu- 
piers, Thirty-two, 101 are Adults, and Sixty-four Children ; I97. 24-0 was the 
total Number then prepared to emigrate, for whom Provision was made at the 
estimated Cost. 



954. Provision made by the Crown ? 

Yes. 

955 . Did you obtain any Report from tlie Secretary of the Emigration Com- 
missioners in reply to the Letter you have read ? 

Yes. 

956. In that Report they recommend that the Emigrants should be sent to 
British North America ; were they so sent ? 

They were sent to New York. 



957* What was the Reason of the Preference so given to New York ? 

Upon a Recommendation of Mr. Burke, that the Parties who proposed to 
emigrate should be sent to New York, the Season being too far advanced to 
admit of their going to Canada. That was in July. 



958. There is also a Recommendation given that the Parties should be nro- 
theCr™??’* what was the Sum provided by 

rfl for Adults, and 10s. for Children. 



what Cort™ Committee how this Emigration took place, and at! 

The total Cost of the Emigration of the 236 Parties was l,550i. 7s. Sii. 

960. Did that include the Provision for them on their landing ? 



Ne^w Yo?k*? Infor-naiion with respect to their safe Arrival at 

Yes. 



962. Did they arrive in Health, or was there any Mortality on the Passage? ' 
There was no Mortality on the Passage, and 1 think there was only Ono 

theldos^tir “ ‘ ’ 

P^of&SnSilSS?^™ of this Shipment of Emigrants o„ the 
None. 

964. Were any further legal Proceedings taken subsequently to that first 

Emigration, or are there any still pending? .y uiai n.st 

A new Information of Intrusion was, at the Suggestion of the Atlornev 
General, filed against all the remaining Occupiers thef on the Lauf ^ 

965. Has 
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965. ' Has that led to any further Measures of Emigraldon, either taken or William Ash, Esq. 

which are now in contemplation ? 33i March 1848. 

Yes. 

966. The Attention of the Woods and Forests has been called to the Subject 
again by the Irish Government? 

967. What Steps have been taken in consequence for the further Extension 

of Emigration as affecting these Lands ? ^ , i? n • 

Instructions were issued to the Clerk of the Quit Rents in the following 
Terms : “ The Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods have had under their 
“ Consideration your Report of the 1st instant, in relation to the most advisable 
“ Course to be adopted in relation to the future Disposition of the Lands of 
“ Ballykilcline, both with respect to the Mode of dealing with the remaining 
“ Occupiers, and with the Land now cleared by the recent Emigration which 
has been effected ; and I have on the Board s Behalf to state, that they 
“ consider the Removal of the present Occupiers will be essential to the future 
“ Advantage of this Property, whether with a view to its Sale or re-letting 5 
“ and that such Removal may be best effected by carrying out the System of 
Emigration already adopted, to be applied to such of the Occupiers as are 
“ willing to accept the Offer on the same Terms, namely, a voluntary Surrender 
“ of their Holdings, and the Demolition of their Houses, previous to their 
“ Removal ; and further, that those Parties who are not willing to accept 
this Offer would be thereupon summarily dispossessed, under the Decree 
“ recently pronounced in favour of the Crown.” 

968. Was any Report made to you in consequence of that Letter? 

On the 8th January Mr. Burke, the Clerk of the Quit Rents, says, “ In my 
Report of the 1st ultimo it was stated that 236 Persons had then emigrated 
** from this Property, and been sent to New York at the Expense of the 
“ Crown ; and that it appeared from the Return made on the 27th of October 
“ last by Mr. Knox, of which a Copy was transmitted with my Report, that 
“ there still remained on thei Lands 123 Persons, namely, of those occupying 
“ Land with their Families 111, and those living in Cabins, but not Imlding 
“ any Land, 12. But as it appeared from Observations at Foot of this Return 
“ that it was doubtful whether it contained an accurate Account of the entire 
“ Population, that Mr. Knox had been required to certify whether it did so. 

The Return has been subsequently amended, and the Number is rather larger. 

“ And I have now to state that a further Return was made by Mr. Knox, con- 
“ taming Names that were not in the first List ; so I felt it necessary to address 
“ another Letter to him, desiring additional Information on this loint, and 
“ enclosing a Form of the Manner in which the Account was to be prepared, 

“ the Particulars relating to which will be found stated in my Report or the 

“ 17th of December last, and Documents that accompanied same I and haying 

“ vfeceived on the 27th ultimo the Returns filled up, and which were certified 
“ by Thomas Cox on the 21st preceding, they are herewith transmitted, tor 
“ Information of your Board. On reference thereto it will be perceived that 
“ the total Population then resident on or holding Portions or this' Estate 
“ would appear to amount to 192; Persons holding Land and resident, 

108; Persons holding Land, non-resident, 4 ; Persons in Cabins, butmaving 
« no Land, 62; Persons non-resident, but having some Land, 18 ; iotal, 19- 
192 is the Population ‘then on the Property. 

969. Have you given any Instructions to carry those Recommendations into 
effect ? 

• Yes. 



970. What have been those Instructions, and have you formed any Estimate 
of the Expense of the further Emigration ? . , T^ x- v n 

The Sum of l,100f. was appropriated to Emigration; the Portion apphrable 
could not be known, because more Parties might choose to accept the Utter 
than first pik>posed. 



97L How much did the first Emigration cost ? 

The first was 1,3501 The Instructions issued to the Clerk of tlie Quit 
Rents were-;as follows i— Referfing to the Board's Letter to you of the 30th 
(46.6.) N 2 “ 
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“ of December last, in relation to the Course which they had decided on 
“ adopting as to the further Emigration recommended from the Lands of 
“ Baliykilcline, I have on behalf of the Commissioners to acquaint you, that on 
“ the 12th ultimo the Subject was submitted to the Lords of Her Majesty’s 
“ Treasury for their Authority for the Expenditure of a further Sum of 1,100/. 
“ on this Service ; and their Lordships were at the same Time acquainted tliat 
“ towards this contemplated Outlay thei’e was available the Sum of 109/- 12s. 9d- 
“ on the unexpended Balance of the former Grant. Their Lordships Autho- 
“ rity undei*Date the 2d instant, for carrying out the necessary Arrangements 
“ at a Cost not exceeding'the said Sum of 1,100/., is now before the Board ; 
“ and I have to transmit to you herewith their Draft on the Bank of Ireland 
“ in favour of yourself or Beaver for 990/. 3d., which, with the Sum of 

109/. 12s. 9d. now in your Hands, will complete the Amount autliorizod to 
“ be provided for this Service j and I have to state, that in carrying out those 
“ Arrangements it is the Board’s Desire that the same System should be 
“ adopted as on the former Occasions.” 

972. Is it your Opinion that those Lands of Baliykilcline could ever have 
been made profitable or productive without tiie Application of the llemedy of 
Emigration, and the Outlay of the Funds that you have detailed, which are now 
appropriated for the Purpose ? 

I should think not. 



97s. Supposing that the Land had been cleared of Tenants by the Process of 
Ejectment without giving to those Tenants the Alternative of Emigration, 
what do you conceive would have been the Result ? 

They must have located themselves upon somebody elsc’s Property, I 
apprehend. 

974. If they had done so, from the State of Property in Ireland, and especially 
that Property, would that have had any other Effect than transferring to tliosc 
other Lands, in a greater or less Degree, the Evil from which the Lands of 
Baliykilcline were .relieved ? 

I conceive it would only have transferred the Evil from ono Section to 
another. 

^ 975. Supposing it effected after that Fashion, and that the Lands of Bally- 
Idlcline, being then freed from the surplus Population, had been let in good 
Divisions, what Degree of Security do you think the new Tenants of those 
larger Divisions of Baliykilcline would have had in the Possession of tlieir 
Holdings? 

I should have been very sorry to take one of them, 



976. What was the total Number of the first Emigrants ? 

Two hundred and thirty-six, 

977* And in the second ? 

One hundred and thirteen left the Land, and One hundred and eleven, an 
gone to New York j Two chose to remain at Liverpool, but they have left the 
Country. 

978. What Number does that make altogether ? 

Three hundred and ffty-mne. I may also state that there aro Fourteen 
IndividuJs who received the Money to leave the County of Roscommon and 
came to Dublin, and who are supposed to have left the Country in some other 

Wngon^teoperty. 

conceive that when this Emigration is completed you will be 
Sown ? Lands, and make them productive at a fair Rental to the 

I should think there is no Doubt of it at all. 



980. Have you any Reason to imagine that you will be able to realize the 
Valuation put upon it by Messrs. Brassington ? 

That I am not prepared to say, because I am not aware what is the actual 
Condition of the Land itself to a Cultivator. ’ 



981. Are those Forty-six of the former Tenants ? 

They are not new Tenants, they are Forty-six of the original Population. 

982, And 
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982. And you do not expect that, from any inveterate Habits of theirs, they iV/. 

will be undesirable Tenants ? ^ , -m ..-n fKo 23d March 1848 

I should think that probably the greater Part of those will still accept the 

Offer of Emigration, but if they do not they will certainly be removed from 
the Lands. 

983. Not having Capital to occupy larger Divisions ? 
jPreciselv. 

984. Were these Persons to whom the Offer of En'igrat>°“ was made, 
who accepted it in the Manner that you have described, well satisfied with 

'^™frSy,*? WiXnd ; I have heard of no View of the Subject contrary 
to that. There does not seem to have been any Opposition on then Part. 

985. It appears by the early Papers to which you refer, that there has been 
an actual ^s sustined in Rent close upon 4,0001 by the Nonp^men by 
the Tenants, and that the Emigration which you have adopted cost 

With the Experience that you now have had, do you think it would have 
a more nrofitable Course tlhave adopted Emigration in the first instance, to 
have le? the Farms to solvent Tenants, and to have avoided the Loss which 

has been sustained in the meanwhile ? , j- wn? 

I have no Doubt it might have been, but the Expediency of that Course w 
a Question which devolved on the Commissioners to decide. 

986 Do not you consider also that the evil Effects of a continued Resistance 
to the Law on the Part of the Tenants of the Crown, and as against t e 
Authority not only of the Landlords, but of the Crown as representing the 
UnS: Touirhave been averted if the Remedy of Emigration had been 

'“Trro?Fepared to say how far the Tenants might ^ave chosen to emigr^e 
at an earlier Period. They may have taken advantage of the Offer of Lmi 
trafron when they found it wi only a Question between Emigration and 
absolute Eviction.^ How far they would have been prepared to emigrate 
originally is a Question that I cannot answer, , , o ■ 

987: Is it not possible that the Failure of the Potato Crop, a"d t'le Sufa^ 
which that has produced, may also have augmented in later Years the Dispo- 
sition to emigrate ? 

I think it may. 

.... 

not wholly dependent upon the Potato Crop for their Support. 

Q8Q Was the Resistance that they offered to the Payment of Rent m the 
firs^t instance, and to Removal afterwards, the Result of any particulai- Pressu 

*’‘^CeSy“not "rhere is every Reason to believe they were not in a dis. 
tressed State at the Period that Opposition to the 
up Possession, commenced; ‘^at they were not m a S ate 

ramequen uporlrinrV the Cultivation of the Ground, but 

originally they were not in a State of Poverty. 

QQO Is it nroDOsed to get rid of all the original Occupants ? 
fet whli Sie^Exceptio^n of One Family of the Name of who have 

never shown the determined Resistance that the other Parties have. 

991. Is it proposed by the new Tenants to 

Families, or is it intended also to locate there some Individuals w 
the Wages of Labour for cultivating the Land ? „ • j: Allot- 

My Impression is, that it will be let to substantial F _ , I 

men^ in Ihatever Mode the Board^s » wveyors may 1— 
of each Farm, and to let them as distinct Farms tp Persons wu P 
capable of cultivating them in a proper Manner. 

992. Is the Distribution of Land such that the Individuals who take these 
jFarms will not be able to cultivate than personally ? 

That I am tiof aware of, 



(4,6.6.) 
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993. Do you conceive that it would be necessary to have in that District 
some Families who will subsist by the Wages of their Labour as Labourers? 

I apprehend there must be some of that Class. 

994. Of course, in order to occupy it on this new Plan, there would bo some 
Expense to be incurred in the first instance with respect to fencing and 
draining? 

Yes ; in laying out the new Divisions. 

995. Is it proposed that all that Expence should be paid in the first instance 
by the Landlords ? 

That I am not prepared to state. 

99(). What is the Practice in that Part of the Country, wl)cn a now Tenant 
is admitted, on a real Farm ? 

I do not think I can state that ; I have no local Knowledge of the System 
of Farming which is adopted there. Those Arrangements will depend to a 
great Extent on the Recommendations of Mr. Knox, as local Agent, and the 
.%rveyor who inspects the Land. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



Statement by the Commissioneus of Heti Majesty’s Woods, Forests, Land Revenues 
Works, and Buildings, dated 19th March 1847. ’ ’ 

The Lauds of Ballykilcline, in the Barony of Ballintubber and County of Roscommon 
containing, by Survey made in 1831, 371a. 2n. 30p. Plantation Acres, or G()‘2a. On. Up! 
Statute, were forfeited to the Crown in the Rebellion which occurred in Ireland in the 
Year 1688, and were last leased by Letters Patent from the Crown in 1794 to Charles 
Costelloe, to hold from the 1st May 1793 for 41 Years at the yearly Rent of 2167, 7s lOW 
ofthe late Irish Currency, being equivalent to 1997. 14s, ll-^j/. present British Cm’rcucv* 
who subsequently assigned his Interest in these Lands to Lord Hartlaud. Tliis I ease 
deternmied on the 1st May 1834. Prior to the Expiration thereof Negotiations were 
opened between this Board and his Lordship for the Purchase of this Estate of the Crown 
for the Sum of 8,7387. The Terms proposed to Lord Hartland iu this Negotiation wore, 
however, not accepted, and no further Communications were had on the Subject, nor nnv 
Arrangements since proposed for tlie Sale of the Property, which has conscqneniiv been 
under the Management of this Board since tlie Year 1834 as Parc of the Land llevenueq 
of the Crown. 

At the Period of this Resomption of the Property into the Hands of the Crown it was 
found to be dwided into about Seventy-four distinct Tenancies or Occupations, none iiowl 
ever, holding under any Lease or Instruineot of Demise from Lord Hartinnd or his 
AssigQMs, but eitlier as Tenants from Year to Year, or at Will. Tlie aggregate llental to 
which die Es»te wjs subject, as dcri«d from these occupying Tenants, was M that Period 
41U I9s. lid., and was m.ade np of 105Z. iSs. Id. Rents formerly paid directly to his 
lairdship, of 3061 4s. lOd. of Rents theretofore paid to Lord Hartland’s Sub-Lessee 
by Parties holding directly under him. -■tsstt, 

mese Rents were in 1B35 put in charge with a Receiver on the Part of this lioard for 
CollMion, as well as the general Management of tlie Estate, siilijoct to such Instructions 
should he from Time to Time communicated from tliis Office 

The Rents at vyhicli this Estate was then held were paid with tolerable Ilegularitv willi 
some few Exceptions, during the first Two Years i but great Diflicnlty and 0|, sitio 
having been exper.eneed m procuring Pajmient of the Rents for the Year 1836, NoSs to 
quit and smrender up Possession of tlieir respective Holdings were in 1837 served unon 
the whole Occupiers under Instrnctions from this Oifice. Fifty-two of tlio Teiianra sT 
seqnentlj gave up Possession of their Holdings to the Bonrd's Receiver, and wore agn« 
et into Possession being appointed Care-takers, at an Allowance of Sixpence per Mom " 
having signed an Dndertakiijg ,o deliver up Possession when required hi the Crowi the 
Remanider of the Tenants absolutely refused to give up the PosLsiou or to aocoimt with 
the Crown s Receivers for the Value of the Holdings in their Occupation 

In the same Year, as Payment of Bent was still withheld, and as several of the Persons 
who had agreed to surrender when called upon absolutely refused to give up Possession 
Attempts were made to recover Payment of the Arrears of Rent that “i, ad ttai TccimeS 
hut which were whol y nnavailahle in consequence of the determined Opposition c4 cod 
dwn a Commimication was made to the Irish Government, tlirouBl. Se 

tlien Under Secretary, Mr. Drummond, for the Assistance of a Police Force for tht Pm 
C" f , 1 . the Arrears, and in reooveringXSsbu ta 

those of the Care-takers who had refused to suiTender dieir Holdings to the Crown 

. This 
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This Assistance was declined, on the Ground of . the Circumstances which had been laid W,Um«,^. »?. 
before Mr. Drummond not being sufficiently explanatory as to the Interest 23 ^ March ISiS. 

Parties had in the Land from whom the Possession was then sought to be recovered, and 

also that no Breach of the Peace had as yet taken place. ,, n , c 15 a 

Under these Circumstances no effectual Steps could be taken on ‘he Part of Ais Boaid, 
either for the Kecovcry of the Arrears, or the Dispossession of the oveAolding Tenants, m 
“ was clear, from the lleports then laid before the Commissioners, that any Attempt to 
enforL eSr in the ordinary Mode, through the Bailiffs usually employ ed on such Occasions, 
wcSrhe auended with a certain Breach of the Peace and probable personal Injury to 
those employed ; and it was deemed expedient to suspend at that Time, when great Excite-. 

menrwa^tad to prevail among the Tenantry, any further Praccedings in the Mad^ 

No Rent has been since paid to the Crown, nor have any of the Parties who oiigmally 
acknowledged the Crown’s Possession surrendered the Occupation of their respective 

^^Stocfiat Period numerous Applications have been made to the Commissioners for a 
Lease of the entire Property; and the Surveyors employed by the Commissioners in 
Ireland having been called on to report thereon, and as to tlie Coume which they might, 

Lderthe SS Circumstances of the Estate, deem most expedient for the Crown s 
Interest submitted their Opinion that the Lands should be let to a solvem and respectable 
TeZt%n aLoai^^^^^^^ of Years, subject to the then Ojupa .on ol . he 

Lands with a view to the Property being ultimately brought into the Market for Sale, 
subtSm such Demise; as they cLideied that the Difficulties presentuig themselves m 
tlie\vay of the Crown proceeding by Ejectment against the overholdmg lenanj and the 
expensive Nature of an Information of Intrusion, rendered such a Course most admable. 

Although the Commissioners wore fully aware of ^ 

Remedies^ should Proceedings by Ejectment be attempted, and of the Time that would be 
consuld and Expense incurred by Informatmn of Intrusion. 

“^dTrre^eS^h^er^^^^^^ 

Tand and theXy nveLg him in that Character with the Power of dispossessing a large 

Management of the Crown's Land Revenues in Ireland. 

These Views of the Commissioners were comraumcaied m December 18 , 

available the true and just Value of the Estate “ “ ^ p„rt „f is42 to die 

TViP rievk of the Quit Rents proceeded accordingly in tlie ^rjy lan m ic 
Land:, and summed fa the Co^misdoners Information 

r fanded . .is lus,^n he^.« to 
recommend that the Rents of such J|xSse District (the former Crown 

IflroXlm to thi Offic^^ as those of 

the Parties against whom such the same meeting 

Susfae“S7ardh^ 

te“EigM&tyt';rp”= 

' framed under the Advice of the Attorney and Solicitor General for irelann, an 

Sanction and Approval of the Irish Government. .„f ,he Property were, as 

In the meanwhile the Rents payable by the other O P Collection with the 

i-ecommended by the Cfak of the Quit P“ j, K,®Notices issued, the Parties 

Collector of Excise of the District; hut „r on account of any 

attended at the Collector’s Office, no Payment of Bent Or.Arreais, 

Part theveofi could be procured, with One lixcepUon. ■ ‘With 

, (46.6.) N 4 
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William Aih, Esq. With respect to the legal Proceedings that have been adopted, the ordinary Coin-Sc Ims 
IRAQ Processes having been issued against the KIght l)elbudnnl.s wore, after 

great Opposition and by the Intervention of the Police Porce, duly sorvod on all. Aimonr- 
ances were entered for some of the Defendants, who were served with Notice of Rule to 
plead, and Attachments were issued against such of them us entered no Appoumnees. (irent 
Difficulty was experienced in having these Attachments executed, and the I’lirtios anvsied ■ 
and it became necessary to institute Proceedings nt the Instance of the Crown against the 
Sheriff for Neglect of his Duty in this Matter. The Progress of tliivse Prrxx’cdingH will ho 
found detailed in the Copies Correspondence in llotnrn I., Nos. 5 to ‘20. 

After considerable Delay, incident to the Nature of the legal Steps ndo|)leil, Home of the 
Defendants against whom Attachments liad been issued were arresteil mid lodged in (faol 
under Circumstances of considerable Di/Iiculty, as reported by the KSherili; from the Opno’ 
sition evinced by the Population of the Neighbourhood; others of the DefeiKlmits it was 
after an Expenditure of much Time and Trouble, ascertained wen? <Ieml; and ultimately 
in the Commencement of the Year 1644 an Injunction waa olnitimal loi- injuinir tin' Crown 
into Possession of the Holdings of Four out of Eight of lliu Dofumlauts, Two of tlie 
remaining Four having been ascertained to be dead, and tlie oilier Two having, under the 
Advice of the Crown's Counsel, been struck out of llio Iiiforiiiatioii during its Progress 
And m the 1 9tli January in that Year Possession was taken of l lio LaiidB oc(iunie!i bv 
mose Four Defendants by the Slierilf, and handed over to a Care-taker on beliidf of tlio 
Crowin. From the Reports laid before the Commissioners it niinears tliis , Service was 
executed without any actual Breach of the Peace, altliough Symptoms of Opposition were 
mamtested, a sufficient Police Force being in attendance on the Slieriir. 

Having thus carried into effect the Proceedings reconnneiided by the Crown’s Cminsol 
lor ^sertmg and maintaining the Crown's Kigiits, it appeared to tlie Coiimiissioiiers 
expedient, founded oil' Suggestions to that Effect by the Clerk of the (Jnit Eems. 
and also on Representations made by some of tiie occupying I'enanU ns to die excessive 
Kate of Rent at which they were then held, that some A Tiuigeiiient should be iimde 
7T 1? Management of the Property tliim could bo 

f Athlonc, consistently with lifs other Dulles, and 
that an Agent should be appointed thereto, resident in the immcdliite Viciiiilv, with a 
for ouTconiider “ Kevision ot the Terms on which the Property was held, hut to suhmit 
brinTnf A 1 ? ' Arrangements generally as he might consider best adupted for 

bringing the whole Concern into a satisfactory State of Settlement. ‘ 

holtl of r!ii in =“ cionfree in the immediate Nciglibonr- 

hoed ofBallykil line, havmg been submitted as a fit and proper Person to be placed in 

Estate he received the Board's Appointment os AgeiU to this 

bv^SSff f! '• “PPf 'd ‘hat Tliree of the Parties who I.ad been evicted 

,uVt their Holdings had re-entered into Possession, having forcibly removed 

iml th ‘*1 ® *’ n”°'* 'ty t'® Care-takir. As Mr, Kiwx 

had rat then teen formally nominated, it become necessary to suspend Proceedimis for 

Kt."® sho'^ulcl bo^n a C^acty g rat 

On his Nomination being decided on, Notices to that effeot were directed to be 
Relfslr of tlie Estate, in carrying which into effeot the mo.st dotoriliincd 

, 1 1?"*^ Opposition wm-e experienced; and Mr. Knox reported that, but for the 

he foS*’"' Servers would have been murdered And 

he further suted diat under the Circumstances of the Property, and the ^aHf Foon g 

from which they havfbeen evime, b,, 'fpesBessed themselves of tlic Holdings 

■Petty Sessions for the District, aii^a?^ « the 

the Kngleaders in the Assault m '£ ° “67“ "ther Parties who had been ide.itiliod ns 

Notices of his Ipra Le t ai Zt Pei-sons employed ly Mr. Knox in serving 

appears that Six'^S' the towefa areested aS’tS t ‘^tport heroin ll 

the Quarter Sessions, and tliat in the Matter of the H **^*^^^^ ■''' appear for '1 rial at 
obtained to the Sheriff of the Coimtv to snmm ^ T Repossession a Precept hati been 
Premises, From Mr Ws Rra™, i “i''T^ “f ‘he 

before the Magistr^s ft “e issaui? andTte “dopted, both 
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1=!46 the Proceedin-s in Equity terminated by a Decree being pronounced in favour of the miiam At, Usq. 
Crown, under which an »d Marcu tR*8. 

and 4e necesaaty Arra"geme^^^^^^^^^^ . ^ Representation of ^ 

and Mice Assiata irisR government declined authorizing the Location of either a 

the Facts of the Ca retainino- the Possession after enforcing the 

E2tctL““Se Bemoval of the intruding Occupiers agaiust whom the Decree had 

’--^JStse Proceeding 

Commissioners on helm f of S the Lani weie rated at in the Crown Lease 

of their respective Holtlin„s, . j j | submitted to the Crown Agent on 

to Lord Hartland i and f Pf 'X^and fheir Solicitors, and the Crown Counsel, 

the Lands, the Boaids 0^ accenting the several Occupiers as Tenants to the Crown, 

S^^SeP^o^ 

and Settle'ment, both with respect to future Occupation and 

Arrems on diis Property, as due at 1st May 1846 and the Parties owing the same, 
will be found detailed in Enclosure m No. 7 1 J- ^ - 



vlll be found detailed 4 ° Pa,-t of the Occupiers during a Period of 

No Proposals having been ^ the Advice of the Attorney 

several Months, Notices were i Tlpcrpe had been obtained, to the 



^veral ^ obtained, to the 

General for Ireland, up taken bv them for entering into a satisfactory Arrangement 

^^r'rhp Commi’ssionLs within OneVonth, the Injunction for putting the Crown into 
Possession would P-iod feeTS no Proposals 

missioners ooncuried in a hug„es | „ fFehrnary last) to the Ejectment 



missioners concurred in a Sugges tot a fFebruary last) to the Ejectment 

appear harsh to proceed at ' ““j Injunction (Fourteen Individuals with their 

of so_many Parties « J S“es, apMutiug a further Day, in order 



of so many Parties as -- a further Day, in order 

Families), It might be expedient t at the Expiration of which the Injunction 

,0 give them Time to turned out of Possession. The 

would be peremptorily executed, a P p f summary Ejectment is the 

Period fixed b/*B«Attor‘,ey G^ several Defendants to the 

IstofMay, andtbeieiimsd ‘ ° j „f intrusion has also been directed to be 

Suit 111 Equity accoidingly. An Decree beinv obtained and Injunction issued 

ferlSTthe "tXLsiiu the requisite Arrangements will be made for enforc 

ing the same. , . , , i„„„i Pvrtrppdinjrs that have been adopted since the 

found in the accompanying Return II. x. tr 

MORPETH, ■) Commissioners of Her Majesty s 

A MTT NE >• Woods, Forests, Land Keve- 

Charles’ GORE,) nue., works, and Buildings. 



Office of Woods, &c. 1 

- • --V7. J 



lyth March IS^T. 



Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned till To-morrow, 
Two o’clock. 



( 46 . 6 .) 
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Die Veneris, 24 ° Martii 1848 . 



The LOUD MONTEAGLE OF BRANDON in the Chak. 



Evidence on 
Colonization from 
Ireland. 



MAXWELL LEFROY Esquire is called in, and examined as follows : m. Ltfroy, 1 

997. HAVE you resided in any of the British Colonies? 

Yes! 

998. In which of the Colonies have you principally resided? 

In Western Australia. 

999. For what Length of Time did you reside in Western Australia? 

From January 1841 to March 1844. 

loot). Were you engaged in Agriculture, or any similar Occupation, or were 
you on the Public Service ? 

Both in Agriculture and Sheep-farming. 

1001 In what Condition was the Colony on yrar Arrival ? , . , 

There was a great Surplus of Capital in the Colony on my Arrival, which 
was just commencing to Ld vent in the Importation of very large Quantities 
of Sheep and Cattle from the Eastern Australian Colonies. 

1002. From which of the other Colonies ? , -r. x -m mt j g 4 -v. 

From all of them; Sydney, Van Diemens Land, Port Phillip, and South 
Australia. 

1003. From whence was the surplus Capital derived? TVT/xnaxT 

From the Arrival of Settlers with Capital, and also from Sums of Money 

wlSh were sent out from Capitalists in England to be invested in the Colony. 

1004. Was a considerable Proportion of the Land granted ^ that Time? 

About 1,500,000 Acres of Land were appropriated at that lime t 

1005. Were they sold in small Blocks or large Blocks ? p „i 

Thev were not sold, but granted, in very '“'ge Blocks indeed. Mr. Pod had 

a Block of 250,000 Acres. There are Blocks of 100,000, and Two or Three 
of 80,000 Acres, I believe. 

lOOC. Did that Mode of granting Land throw Impediments in the Way 

“'irc“Sfvtrr-uch greater Dispersion of the Population, and of the 
Sto* possessed hy^ the Population, than would otherwise have taken place. 

1007. Did you consider that Dispersion to be in itself an Evil ? 

Yes. 

1008. In what respect was it an Evil ? f„.„ T arrived at the 

I will tell vou a particular Instance. Two Years hefoie I aiiived at the 
Colony a FriSa of mine sent his Sheep to his Grant in a District Jtbmh was 
more Sian 200 Miles by Land Carriage from Perth Hk Wool 

he withdrew Ills Sheep from® that great and unnecessary f ® 

the°iLi!^osit“on of‘uno®c!upRd°™tF^^^^^^^ 

® YesTthere is a frequent Interposition of unoccupied and unimproved Land 
(46.7.) ^ ^ 
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US. Lefroy, Esq. 
24th March 1848. 



between the c!i£Ferent Sites, but the greater Part of it is of so barren a Nature 
as that, under any System, it would not be occupied. 

1010. Does that Fact of its being a different Possession and under a different 
Proprietor throw Difficulties in the Way of making Communications and 
Hoads ? 

I know many Instances of Roads being diverted from their natural and best 
Lines by Enclosures and Grants made over the whole Surflice of the Country, 
without reference to the Line of Road. Lands have been enclosed and put 
into Cultivation, crossing the best Lines of Roads, and the Roads are turned 
round them. 



1011. *You have stated that the Introduction of Sheep and Cattle was chiefly 
by large Settlers. How were those Sheep and Cattle imimrtod? How were 
they introduced; by Sea? 

]6y Sea. 

1012. Was tliat productive of Loss ? 

Of an enormous Loss of Sheep and Cattle. 



. 1013. What was the Length of Passage at the Time ? 

Perhaps the average Passage from Sydney is Four or Five Weeks. Five 
Weeks, I should think, was the average Passage from Sydney. 

1014. Was the Loss that you contemplate merely the Loss of the Mortality 
of the Sheep and Cattle, or a subsequent Deterioration of Constitution of such 
as arrived alive ? 

Both Rinds of Loss were incurred upon that System. I have no Doubt that 
nearly as large Quantities of Cattle and Sheep have been shipped in the Eastern 
Colonies for Western Australia since the Commencement of that Colony as now 
exists in that Colony. 



1015. Do you connect with this Difficulty of adding to the Flocks and to 
the Cattle of Western Australia the slow Progress which that Colony has made 
as compai'ed with other Districts of Australia ? ’ 

Yes ; principally from that Cause. 



1016. To what other Cause do you attribute it? 

To the comparatively bad Land System of Western Australia, which 
for all the Remainder of the Difference. 



accounts 



1017. The originally bad System, that is? 
Yes ; the originally bad System. 



1018. Were you chiefly engaged in pastural Pursuits ? 

My Time was about equally divided between agricultural and 
Pursuits. 



pastural 



1019. Will you describe the Nature of the Soil ; is it such as to reward voi, 
m Agriculture ? i-wtuu you 

The Soil of my Grant, upon which I kept my Slieep, was of tlio avcraa:e 
Quality and Texture ; of a Red Colour, but not very rich • but snrTi * 
m England would be reckoned good Land, under a go^od System of ALLlture 



1020. Is that Clay Land? 

^Is is partly Sand, and partly a gravelly Soil of a Red Colour; it is granity 

1021. Decomposed Granite ? 

Yes, decomposed Granite, 



1022. What Part of the Colony is that? 

:pear York. That is about Seventy Miles from the Sea Coast. 

1023. How far is it from Perth ? 

About Sixty Miles from Perth. 



1024. In what Direction ? 

Site of 



1025. Is 
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1025. Is the River navigable ? ' ’ 

It is not navigable above the Salt Water. 24th March i^8.. 

1026. Is it a perennial Stream ? ^ 

It is entirely dry, with the Exception of Pools in the Channel, throughout the 
whole Summer, and sometimes it is dry through One or Two successive 
Winters ; that is, the different Pools are not connected by a running Stream. 

1027 . Do those Pools operate as a Species of Water Tanks ? 

Yes. 

1028. And by the Preservation of the Water In those Pools is there a sufficient 
Supply under ordinary Circumstances for the Cattle? 

Yes. 

1029 . Is tliere a sufficient Supply for the pastural System, adapted to tlie 
Climate generally and to the Soil ? 

Yes. 

1030. Is the Water pure, or is it brackish ? 

The Water is pure in the Winter when the River is running, and it is pure 
in the Summer after those Winters in which the River does run. It is the upper 
Part of the Swan River I am speaking of. 



1031. Where there lias been a Pailure in the Rains, and a Failure in the 
running of the River, does the Water then become more brackish? 

Certainly. 



1032. Does it become brackish to any Extent to make it unserviceable for the 
Horses and Cattle? , , » -, • u 

No, never to make it unserviceable for the Horses and Cattle. And in those 
Years in which it was observed to be most brackish we thought the Sheep and 
Cattle throve best upon it. It was extremely disagreeable, and sometimes 
injurious to the People who used it. 



loss. Have Experiments been tried with respect to the sinking of Wells, 
and getting Springs? ^ , 

Yes 5 several Wells have been sunk in different Parts of the District ; but that 
which has limited the Number of Wells which has been sunk is the great Risk 
of striking upon Springs of Brine instead of Springs of Fresh Water, and also 
the great Expense of sinking through the Granite. It costs from One to Two 
Guineas a Foot to sink through the Granite. 



1034. AVliat is the general Climate of the Colony, particularly as to Rain ?. 
There is a sufficient Supply of Rain for the pastural and agricultural Systems 
which are suited to the Climate and Latitude. 



1035. Are you acquainted at all with the old Colony of New South Wales? 

I have only been to Sydney a few Weeks, not much in the Interior j scarcely 
at all in the Interior. I have been in South Australia. 

1036. Is not it the Case in New South Wales that the great Irregularity of 
the Supply of Rain is seriously detrimental to pastural Pursuits? 

No j only to a Distance not exceeding 300 Miles surrounding Sydney as 
a Centre} not extending so far to the North as to the South of Sydney, 1 
believe. 



IOS 7 . Lasting more than a Year sometimes? 

Two or Three Years. 

1038. That is not the Case in Western Australia? 
No, it is not so. 



1039. Is the Rain periodical ? . r, 

It is very nearly periodical. We have not a decided rainy Season as wRhin 
the Tropics ; nearly all the Rain falls within our Winter, and probably 
or Five or Six Months. In the Summer Season we have only Two or i nree 
Days on which Rain falls, on which Days it will f^l in tremendous Quantities. 

1040. Is there any Difficulty in keeping up the Water so as to keep those 

Lakes you describe full ? , , t 1 

There is no Necessity to go to any Expense for that ; those Lakes are very 
(46.7.) ■ 0 3 '3eep. 
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deep, more than Twenty Teet deep on the average. They are Pools, not Lakes ; 
and varying from a few Hundred Yards to One or Two Miles in Length, and 
about a Hundred Yards in Width, they contain an inexhaustible Supply of 
Water. 

1041. Have any Efforts been made to turn that Water to account for the 
Purposes of Irrigation ? 

No Effort has been made for that. 

104-2. As to the Quality of the Soil. Would the Soil that was in your 
Occupation produce tolerably good Grain ? 

It would produce very good Grain with Manure when the Season was not 
too hot and dry. 

1043. Do you know the Weight of the Wheat that is produced there ? 

I think more than 70 lbs. per Bushel. The Weight is very great. 

1044. Can you compare it at all with the Wheat of South Australia as to the 
Quality of it ? 

As to the Weight, I should think it would be greater than the Weight of 
Wheat generally in South Austi-alia. 

1045. Is it generally of as good a Quality ? 

Yes. 

1046. What is the Produce per Acre on your Land? 

On my own Land that I have under Cultivation the average Produce would 
not be more than Twenty Bushels per Acre. 

1047 . It might be improved? 

Yes. Under a general System of Agriculture it might be very much 
increased. 

1048. What was the Manure that you used ? 

I folded Sheep upon it. 

1049. The Soil in your own Cultivation' was an average Specimen of the 
Capability of the District? 

Yes, of the pastural Districts. 

1050. With respect to the Articles of Produce of the District, have any 

Experiments been tried in Western Australia in order to test its Capacity to 
produce other Things besides Grain ? ^ 

The Vine and the Fig and the Olive are beginning to be extensively culti- 
vated in proportion to the total Population of the Colony. 

1051. What has been the Quality of the Grape, and the Result of the 
Experiments of making that Grape into Wine? 

The Quality of the Grapes grown in the Neighbourhood of Perth is very 
superior indeed. They are the finest Grapes I have ever seen anywhere. 

1052. What Grape is it ? 

Every Species nearly. The Colony has been very fortunate in obtainine a 
great Number and Variety of Grapes. 

1053. Are they French Grapes, or Spanish, or what Grapes? 

I tliink they are both French and Spanish, and nearly every other Kind. 
They have been received partly from Sydney, where there is a large Collection 
of different Species of Vine, and partly from England ; and also Currants are 
likely to be general, Tlie Zante Currants we have there, which thrive as 
much as the Grape, 

1054. They are Grapes, in fact, are they not? 

I believe they are. 

1055. Have they been grown and produced for Exportation ? 

Not for Exportation, except in small Quantities as Samples. 

t Report by Mr. Hutt it is stated that dried Fruits are one ot 

the Articles that they export? ' 

I have no Doubt that whenever there is such a Population in Western 

Australia 
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Australia as shall give a Surplus of Labour over that necessary for pastm-al M Ssj. 
■n or. F.vr.nrtn.tinn of those Articles. 1«,1C 



Ausuaua as auan giv.- « -- — -- 

Purposes, there will be an Exportation of those Articles. 

1057 Have any Pains been taken to obtain Persons acquainted with the - 
Cultivadon of the Vine and the Manufacture of Wine to go over there ? 

Proiects of that Kind have been proposed m Western Australia, by People 
who take a deep Interest in the Matter, of procuring a Number ot Grerman 
Vine Dressers, but it has not been carried into execution yet. 

1058. No Wine has actually been made? . , 

Tes ; a great deal of Wine has been made for Consumption in the Colony. 

1059. Are there People in the Colony who are sufficiently skilful in the 

Cultivadon of the Grape ? n , ^ j i .. r 

Yes. There are about 290 Acres of Vineyard actually planted; and out ot 

5,676 Acres under Cultivadon there are 299 devoted to the Vine and Olive 
by the last Return. 

1060. Are they English Labourers who are employed as Vine Dressers ? 

Yes ; entirely at present English Labourers. 

1061. Is it a dry or a sweet Wine which they have made ? 

That which I tasted was a sweet Wine ; a light sweet Wine. 

1062. What coloured Wine ? 

A light-coloured Wine. 

1063. Is the Olive Tree cultivated to any Extent? 

I think it is not cultivated to very great Extent ; at least small Quantities of 
Olives are preserved for Sale in the Colonies. 

1064. Have you tried it yourself? 

No ; I have not cultivated the Vine or the Olive. 

1065. How long a Time does it take for an Olive Tree to grow to Maturity ? 

I think in about Four or Five Years an Olive Tree will come into bearing m 

that Climate. 

1066. Do you know whether any Oil expressed from those Olives has been 
am not aware. I have seen it advertised in the Colonial Papers, I believe. 

1067. What is the chief Market for the Wool that is exported? 

It is all sent to England. 

1068. You are a Flock Master yourself? 

Yes. 

1069. And from what Quarter do you ship ? 

From Freemantle. 

1070. Is that the Port from whence the Shipments take place? 

S ; Freemantle is the Port of the Colony at present. Perth is sduated on 
a Branch of the Sea, but it is inaccessible, except to Boats not exceeding Fifty 
Tons Burden, from there being a Bat across the Entrance. 

1071. What Description of Port is Freemantle ? ^ Urosmantle 

There is an open Roadstead in the immediate Neighbourhood of Freemantle, 

bu?at the Distance of Ten to Fifteen Miles from Freemantle there is a Cham 
of Islands which afford most secure Protection to Shipping. 

1072. What is the Distance from York to Freemantle ? 

About Seventy-five Miles. 

1073 What Species of Communication have you from your Farm at York 

Ttr^;™^“rd®re“ the York District to Guildford whiA 

is SL^P^t ^f Navigation of the Swan I^jver The JZt 

duce is taken to Guildford, and there put on board Boats, and taken witli „reat 
Difficulty in those Boats down to Freemantle or PeitU. 

1074. What was the State of Transport from your Farm to the Point of 

Expense was diminishing from Year to Year, the whole Time I was^in 
t46.7.) 0 
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the Colony ; tlie Bullocks became cheaper, and Labour became cheaper 
too. Tlie Swan River is very shallow at a particular Part of its Course between, 
Guildford and Perth, and a very small Canal has been cut along the Banks of 
the River, only to the Depth of Two h’eet, in which there is frequently not 
Water enough to float the Boats. 

1075. Was the Charge of transmitting your Wool considerable ? 

I carted my own Wool. But the Price I charged those whose Sheep I kept 
with my own, was I tliink Vil. a Ton the First Year I was there; that was m 
the Year 1841, and it came down to 8^. a Ton in tl\e Year 1844. 

IO7O. Was that the Expense of the whole Distance of Water Carriage as 
well as Land? 

No ; only to Guildford. 

1077* What was the Expense from Guildford on ? 

In 1841 the Charge from Guildford to the Ship’s Side was 10s. a Bale. 
That Sum lias been reduced to 5s. per Bale. 

1078. What is the Size of a Bale of Wool ? 

If it is screwed with a Screw Press it would contain about 400 lbs., if only 
trodden in about 280 lbs. 

1079. Did you obtain a ready Sale for your Wool when it reached the Water 
Side? 

Very few Woolgrowers sold their Wool in the Colony. There were no 
Merchants who came forward as Purchasers of Wool. 

1080. You consigned it to England ? 

It was consigned to Merchants in the Colony who consigned it on. 

1081. What wiis the relative Value of Western Au.stralian Wool, as compared 
with that of the other Australian Colonies ? 

The average Market Price in England is less than that of the other 
Australian Colonies. 

1082. To what do you attribute that? 

Partly to a much smaller Quantity being sent into the Market, and fewer 
People therefore being acquainted with its Quality and Value, and partly to 
the inferior Care taken in getting it up. 

1083. Was it well cleansed and prepared for the Market ? 

Nearly all the Sheep are washed before they are shorn, but the Difficulty of 
procuring Labourers is such, that a great Number of Sheep get very dirty from 
the Time of the washing to the Time of the sliearing; and also during a 
great Part of tlie Time 1 was there there was very insufficient Accommodation at 
each Farmhouse for the shearing and storing of the Wool until it was carted 
down. 

1084. Is its natural Quality as good as that of the other Colonies ? 

Yes ; it is quite equal to the Wool of any of the Australian Colonies. 

1085. When you say there is inferior Care in getting it up, do you mean 
that it was worse got up in Western Australia than in the other Australian 
Colonies ? 

Yes ; worse on the average. 

1086. That would be entirely in consequence of the insufficient Sunnlv of 

Labour ? tf j . 

Yes ; principally, not entirely. At that Time in Western Australia there 
were not any very large Woolgrowers as in the other Colonies, and therefore 
each Slieep Farm was not conducted with the same Economy and Kegularity. 

^ 1087. It would be partly from the inferior Supply of Labour and partlv 
from a Want of Capital ? r / 

Yes ; from both. 

1088. There is a very great Want of Labour in all the Australian Colonies 
with regard to the Wool ? 

Yes. 

1089. Has 
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1089. Has the Quantity of the 'Wool increased very much in 'Western M.Lfrag.Esq. 

Australia? 2«h March I84S. 

Very much indeed. 

1090. And do you think it has a Capacity for still further Increase ? 

Certainly ; of almost unlimited Increase. 

1091. The Trade there has generally improved, has not it? 

Very much indeed in the last Two or Three Years. The Imports for 1845 
were SO, 3501. ; the Imports for 1846 were 25,9591. 4s. id., showing an Increase 
of 5,6091. 4s. id. i the Exports for 1845 were 13,3531. 12s. ; the Exports for 
1846 were 20,2221. 15s. id., showing an Increase of 6,8691. Ss. id. 

1092. Are you aware whether there has been any Discovery lately made in 
Australia which promises to form a valuable Article of Export in the Shape of 
Sandal Wood ? 

Yes. 

109s. Where do they find a Market for the Sandal Wood? 

Ill Singapore and in China •, that which is sent to Singapore is sent on to 
China in Chinese Junks. 

1094. Do you know under what Circumstances and in what Course the 
Sandal Wood is brought to the Port of Shipment, and the Price it is sold at ? 

The Price is stated to be 8/. a Ton delivered at Freemantle ; and the Prices 
which can be realized in Smgapore are about ^4>l. per Ton, and in China SO/, 
per Ton. 

1095. Where is the Sandal Wood produced? _ 

It grows more in the York District than anywhere else ; it does not grow 
near the Coast. 

1096. Have there not also been Discoveries of Coal in Western Australia? 

Yes, within the last Year. 

1097. What Description of Coal is it, and to what Extent has it been 

The Coal is stated to be a very good Quality ; and the Veins, which are of 
considerable Thickness, have been traced, I believe, over more than 100 Miles 
in Length. 



1098. Where is that? 

At 200 Miles to the North of the Perth they approach 



nearest to the Sea. 



1099. What are the Means of Access from the Coal Mines to the Sea ; what 

is the nearest Port ? . tt . r 

There is a small Port called Champion Bay, a natural Harbour of an imperfect 
Description in that Part of the Coast of the Colony oppo^te to the Coal Veins 
But I do not know certainly how near the Coast 6ie Coal Veins have been 
traced ; they were first of all only traced to within Thirty Miles the Coast. 
I believe they have since been traced to within Tour or Five Miles of the 

Coast. ' /‘-PUT 

1100. How much per Tori will that cost when brought down for Embark- 

"''^Tthink it would cost a great deal in the present State of the Labour Market. 



1101. At what Cost could you bring English Coal ? 

The best English Coal could be brought very much to underseU that Coal. 

1102. And does not this Coal ignite; is not it subject to spontaneous 
Combustion on board the Ship ? 

I am not aware of that. 

1103. How does it stand in comparison with the ^ 

No doubt the Newcastle Coal could he delivered at Freemantle at a much 
lower Price than this Western Australian Coal. 

1104. Is that upon the Supposition of the Communications with Western 

Australia continuing in their present State ? ^ ;e, nnw in 

Yes ; it is upon the Suppoiition of Labour contoumg “ f 

Western Australia, and partly upon the Hypothesis that these C 
(46.7.) P 
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not be traced to within a few Miles of the Sea, whereas the Coal of Ncwcaalle 
conies literally to the Sea Clift. 

1105. During the Time of your Residence in Western' Australia, was there 
any considerable Progress made in the Prospects of the Coloiy ? 

Great Progress was made in the real substantial Wealth or the Colony ; but 
during the whole Time I was there, there was a growing Dospondcuco, not a 
well-founded Despondence,— but there was a growing Despondence all the Time 
I was there, although the Colony was making very considerable and sound 
Progress. 

1106. Do you attribute that to the slow Hate of Progress in the Colony ot 
Western Australia, as compared with the very rapid Progression of South 
Australia and Port Phillip ? 

Partly to that Cause, and partly to the Colony having been emptied oi the 
enormous surplus Capital which was in the Colony in the Years 18.‘19 and 1B40 
by the immense Impoitations of Stock from the Eastern Colonics, and of British 
Manufactures from England. 

1107 . You stated that a very considerable Loss accrued upon the first Im- 
portation of Stock. Is that a continuing Loss, or must not it necessarily diminish 
and finally disappear when the Stock is sufficient in the Colony to provide for 
its own Increase ? 

I think it is not probable that any further Importation of Stock by Sea will 
take place from the Eastern Colonies. Whenever a practicable Road shall have 
been explored between Southern and Western Australia no doubt a largo 
Quantity will be driven overland from the Eastern Colonics to Western 
Australia. 

1108. It appears from the last Return that Sheep and Cuttle are steadily 
increasing, and that the Stock of all Kinds now amount to llG,.570 Head. Do 
you not consider that even independently of any imported Stock there is now a 
Prospect of an Increase by the mere Multiplication of the Stock ? 

Very much indeed; but that Increase depends upon the Supjdy of Labour. 
If the Colony be properly supplied with Labour that Stock will bo quintupled 
in Five Years. 

1109 . From your Knowledge of the Colony, and from your Knowledge of 
the new Districts that have been explored in th'at Colony, do you conceive 
that there is any considerable Portion of Land more adapted for the Purposes 
of convenient Settlement that are still ungranted ? 

There are very large Portions no doubt. 

1110. Do you know that District which was described by Captain Grey as 
the Victoria District, which lies to the North of Perth ? 

I do not know that Part of the District that Captain Grey visited. I .know 
a District called the Victoria Plains in the Colony ; that is considerably further 
from the Coast than Captain Grey’s Route. 

1111. It is stated in the Report, that “within Ten to Fifteen Miles to the 
“ North of Champion Bay lies the Commencement of a fine Tract of grassy 

Land of not less than 100,000 Acres, as stated iu Messivs. Gregory’s Ileport. 
“ This Portion of the Colony was traversed by Captain Grey, and was by him 
“ named the Province of Victoria, and is described in his Journal as tlie most 
“ fertile District of North-western Australia.” That is independent of the 
Victoria Plains with which you are acquainted? 

Yes. 

1112. In the Victoria Plains was there a considerable Power of Occu})ation 
either for the Purposes of Pasturage or of Agriculture ? 

The Victoria Plains are adapted equally to Agriculture and to pustural 
Purposes; they are clear from Timber and covered with very rich Grass. It 
was the richest Grass Land known in the Colony at that Time. 

Ills. Taking all those Circumstances together, are the local Advantages of 
Western Australia such as in your Judgment to make it applicable to any con- 
siderable Extension of European Settlement? 

I think that Western Australia now could receive a considerable annual 
Increase of Population with as much Advantage to the Immigrants as any other 
Colony in Australia. 
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1114. What are the Circumstances which heretofore and even at present 

havlrtnd^^the “ 

pared with the to pay for the Immigration of the labouring 

There being no La Ptoirress and better Results obtained in South 

ASia^havetndred nearly all the Emigrants of other Classes to go there. 

1115. Is Part of that attributable also to a less rapid Development and Return 

of Produce to ® of Western Australia certainly has been 

up w"hif C^mXmlr ;er Head of the Population than of any of the 
other Australian Colonies. - u i i 

1116. If C^cumstances admto^ 

Produce of A^estern Provinces have you any Doubt that that 

increased in the „,.nfupon Immigration into that Colony? 

would operate sa an Encour g / , ig^nort Trade of the Colony would 

1117. To what Circumstances do you attribute the Want of the Land Pun 
“ Salty" if ™t^nbrd to the enormous Grants that were originally 
made. 

1118. That was the original Error ? 

Yes. • u 

As^glem from W aLw’th^ 'SVe Co4 

withmit resorting to any Government Land? 

Quite sufficiently. .. d ■ 

1120. And do they sell it at a lower Rate than the minimum upset Price of 

"" Yer°"ln\844 there were certainty ijuite a Million of Acres of Land in the 

Colony which could have been purchased for 3s. an Ac 

3 •!.. Till. if flip TVTpauiuff of a Remission Certificate isr 

1121. Will you describe -what the ^ Surveyor General 

A Remission Certificate is a , r § Three Acres of Land 

OTtUing Sie \ giv. the oiign.l GraiW.. making 

1122. Giving up Three bad Acres for One good one? 

Yes. 

1123. And getting a good Title to it ? 

‘T™ *.J if .1.- 

nEkSfio— • — "" .. .. M..kn. 

„* I, I. ...j .b.. .k- »”« S" " "C ” Si 4. 

you appTehe'^^^ be a“ Probability of a more active Demand for Land ? 

^ A small Land Pund will gradually accrue. • extended 

1127. Do you anticipate the Creation of ^ 

Fund, preserving the upset Price eanLt take place till the Ratio 

Not for a great many Tears, bucha4.mngi.au r eP 

(4,6.7.) ® 
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of the Population to the available alienated Land in Western Australia shall 
he very different from what it is now. 

U2S. The Increase of the Population is now about 200 over the Years 1845 
and 1 81<6 ? 

Yes. 

1129 . Do you calculate upon the natural Increase of Population going on 
with sufficient Rapidity to create a Land l^und, still maintaining the upset Price 
of 20s. ? 

Not for a very long Time indeed. 

IISO. Up to the Time when you left was there any Land sold under that ? 

There has been scarcely any Land sold except that which was purchased by 
Remission Tickets. 



11.31. Under that Act at that upset Price was any Land purchased 

I think that about 5,000^. has been received altogether since 1832 ; that is 
tlie whole Pund. 



1132. The Question related to the Land Sales Act passed in 1842 ? 

I am not aware that any has been. 

1133. Were you one of the original Grantees? 

No. 

1134. Did you buy your Land of those who were the original Grantees, or 
was it Land in the Market and sold by the Government ? 

I bought my Land of a Person who bought it of the original Grantee. 

1135. What was the ordinary Market Price of Land then ? 

When I went to the Colony in 1841 the Market Price in the York District 
was about 5s, per Acre. 

1136. Are there any Conditions under which those who hold under the 
original Grantees occupy ? 

There were Location Duties, and Is. 6d!. per Acre was to be expended in 
Improvements, or Improvements to the Value of that Is. 6(?. were to be effected 
within a certain Number of Years from the original Grant. 



llSy. Was there any Definition of what those Improvements were to be? 

I think they were defined to be the clearing of Land and the Establishment 
of agricultural Buildings. 

1138. There is no Obligation to increase the Number of Settlers ? 

No. There was that Regulation upon each particular Grant to that Extent j 
but that Regulation was never validly enforced. 

1139. In the Case of Parties obtaining Land from the original Grantees on 
Purchase, under the altered System, are they obliged to make Roads througli 
their Lands ? 

There has been, I believe, no general Provision for Road-making in Western 
Australia up to this Time. There is a Road Trust that expends a certain Simi 
of Money in the making of Roads in the Neighbourhood of Perth. The Road 
from Perth into the York District, about Sixty Miles in Length, was also made 
by the Government to the very slight Extent to which it is made ; but no Road 
has been made through the York District Seventy or Eighty Miles in Length. 

1140. Are there no Roads made annually upon any regular System? 

There is a Road Trust. 



1141. How do the Punds of that Trust accrue? 

They accrue from the general Revenue of the Colony. A very small Grant 
is made annually. 

1142. How is the Road kept up, by the Government? 

The greater Part is not kept up. 

1143. The Road from Perth to York, for instance ? 

That is only kept up to this Extent, that in the annual Eires which spread 
over the Country eyery Summer a great Number of Trees are burnt down, 

and, 
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and. of course, some of them will fall across those Eoads ; f i once or twice, 
when it occurs during the Summer, the Man, who is generahy the Road-maker 

emUved by the General Road Trust of the Colony, is sent along the Road to 

burn and destroy those Trees from off the Road. 



1144 ,. Are there any proper Materials for making a Road ? 

Roads every where in Australia can he made with very great Facility. One 
of tte great Ltural Advantages of Australia is the Facility with which Roads 
fan be made, and the Possibility of travelling through the Country before 
Roads are made. 



IttfanfMulatin^g District. There is a Range of Mountains between Perth 
and the York District. 



1146. Is the Road laid out with respect to the Inequalities of the Ground, 

°'^Sit[yVit™reL^M^ to the Inequalities of the Ground. The Road over 
thrDailing Range is laid out slightly with reference to the Inequalities of the 
Ground. 



1147. Are those Inequalities very considerable Impediments ? 
The greatest Elevation would he about 1,400 Feet. 



1148. And they have to surmount that? 
Yes. 



1140. You say that in the York Distiict the selling Value of Land for 

pastural Purposes alone is 5s. m ^ which Grants 

S^urS timLan^d. Of cou^^^ tire 

SXltrtTn ’iXha^rnot recovered the Market Price 
of 5s. 



1150. Land exclusively pastural? 

Yes ; unimproved Land. 

1151. Of which Five Acres were required to feed One Sheep ? 
Yes. 



115® That is very different from the selling Price in New South Wales, is 
Acre Price of Crown Land. 



Lcre xiicc ui 

1153. Is that a Price at which the People who pay the Money can make it 

'“rwfuM L^fXrofitahle Investment to purchase Land at 5s. an Acre in 
the York District, to be let to Tenants afterwaids. 



e lOlSi A,yiSLii.v.L, MO .w- - 

1154. Would it be unprofitable for the Purposes of the Purchasers own 
° Tadgl to Calculation the future Incr-ease in its Value and the Advantage 

of havini a large Run, it would be a good Investment. 

1155. You have stated that you consider the Colony to ofe ‘ I® “ 

useful and profitable do yon think 

tions that have hitherto impeded such Se • j ^[,355 Obstructions, 

could be adopted that would 

by the Creation of a Land Fund or by any other 

^The Creation of a Land Fund There are 

Population to available Land in R'® ^ fj^ence to Western Australia, 

Two Courses open to ‘ f Immigration and Excess 

either to wait panently till by the Process fltac ^ 

of Births over Deaths, or perhaps by the Migration ov Quantity 

(46.Y.) ^ ^ 
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Quantity of Stock fvom South Australia, such a Ratio of Population to appro- 
priated land shall he established as will cause a considerable Qiiiiiitity of Land 
to be sold annually, and thus to yield a Fund; or to adopt such a Measure as 
will induce the Grantees of those large Grants to be willing to surrender 1 arts 
of them according to some equitable System, which shall cominunieato to the 
Parts retained as great a Value as the whole had before the Surrender of any 



Part. 

1156. Have you not travelled in Americans well as in Australia? 

I have. 

1167. Are you aware of the Tax that is imposed in Parts of America 
upon wild Lands that continue in that State unimproved in the Uaiids of the 
first Grantee ? 

Yes. 

1158 Do you think that a Tax upon vild Lands, which will cast upon the 
Holders of the Grants not now cultivated the Necessity of siirrcndcring or 
improving those Lands, or of selling them to somebody else, might have the 
Eftect of improving the Province of Western Australia ? 

I have no Doubt that the Result obtained by that System would bo very 
beueficial to Western Australia, but I think it would create a great deal ot 
Dissatisfaction and angry Feeling. 



1159. If by any Effort on the Part of the Home Government or Parties at 
home interested in promoting Emigration a larger Population could be intro- 
duced into the Colony, do you conceive that the Effect would be felt as an 
Increase in the Value of the Produce and an Augmentation of the Quantity ot 
Produce of the Country to be set against the Value of the Land itself? 

I have no Doubt it would have that Effect. The ^portable Produce is 
limited by the Population. If you double the Population of any Australian 
Province in the course of Three Years, you will certainly double the Quantity 
of Stock in it; if you treble it in the course of Four or Five Years, you would 
treble the Quantity of Stock, and generally the Quantity of exportable Produce. 



1160. Would there be any Difficulty in your Judgment, if such Immigration 
took place, in providing agriculturally for the Support of the Immigrants? 

There would be no Difficulty whatever, supposing the Arrival of those Immi- 
grants be distributed over the whole Year, and they be not allowed to be left at 
particular Parts in very large Quantities. 

1161. But supposing a regular Supply of Immigrants were established, and 
that both the Capitalists at home and the Proprietors of Land in W estern Australia 
were secure of obtaining a certain Amount of increased Labour at regulated and 
fixed Times, do you think that a considerable Proportion of the Labour so 
introduced would be absorbed in the Labour Market with Advantage to the 
Settlers and with Comfort to the Labourers ? 

I think an Immigration to the Extent of Thirty-five or Forty per Cent, of tlic 
actual existing Population might take place annually with the greatest possible 
Advantage to the Immigrants, and to the actual Population of Western Austi'alia 
without in fact diminishing Wages in any considerable Degree. 



1162. The Population is about 4-, 000 ? 

Yes. There might be an Addition of Fifteen or Sixteen Hundred with only 
the slightest Diminution of the Rates of Wages and in every Way benefiting 
the Population. 

1163. You mean 1,500 or 1,600 Labourers, not Persons with Capital ? 

I am speaking of a fixed labouring Population, including Women and 
Children. 



1164-. You do not mean People possessed of Capital at all ? 

I think, without the Arrival of any more Capitalists in the Colony, that the 
annual Creation of Capital in the present Australian Colonies, particularly 
under that System, will be sufficient to afford Employment for such an Increase 
of Population. 

1165, Were Wages very high when you were there ? 

They were very high indeed. 
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Produce of Labour. 



^roduce ot ijaDOur. _ 

1167. What «as the Price of Labour, and what .^as the Price cfBread and 

of Meat? . „ , ; ^841 the retail Price of fresh Meat was 

When I arrived at the Colony in 

I6d. a Pound in ^jhout 12s. a Bushel at that Time. At that 

The Price I think of j Us wife; the Woman was to 

Time I hired Sfck and isist me. He was a 

He Jas the only one I could get; and I was to 
pay them W per between them. 

B^Lta^dTo^dliS^ an unlimited Supply of Tea and 
^“u69. Was there any Alteratmn 

As our Money Capital ™ ”P‘ Y , „ consumahV Commodity, which were 

tdons of Stock. °YMonev'’waoes^ gradually fell ; but as the Money Wages fell 
then taking P'aoe, 'Money wa„e g r proportion, so 

the Price of all the comm labourer was better at last, when I left the 

that the real Condition of the b ^ j^e 

Colony, than it was at ^ and attended to a large 

SSr'orfheTf think 'aiout 1,600 Sheep the Flock consisted of_5f. a 
Month Wages and unlimited Eations also. 

1170. What WM the Price of Bread and of Me^^ a^^ ^ . 

tbo\:“hX ® 

1171. What was the selling Prme of Wool then ? Accounts 

foi^a^oTg^Xrrdf; ft l^by averaged about Idd. in the English 
1172. Is the Labour of the turned to accpt 

«be?i waTin te^Cofony; ft was impossible to get continuous Labour from 
^'u;s IsthereanyDifficultyfeltfromthenaturalChamcteroftbeAborigines 

in the Opinion °f t'frtw between them generally prevails. Now f <1 ‘hen 
None. The ^ostiFee g Natives m the Minds of the 

used for hewiug f ^Sish ■ but it is added that, in the i^sence of 

-ilso for tracking Animals in the misn » ^ In one District of 

oUrnr Labour fhey ai. occasimi^yjery usefuUn rj^ 

the Colouy. during the last Hmv , Does that 

Sir sr.ii »“ "v- »f * 

-« 1 - ” »• 

1175 Do you know the Number o^atira *ere? 

^?*lnth/settlementofWe^rn^ 

and 150 Miles fi om East to West, It was on j 

1176. And they were not Number. 

No; on the contrary t ley wer p jed Charge of 1,600 Head of Sheep. 

1177. You say the Shepli«d y^Y^fsheei to Sruft to One Shepherd ? 

What would be the proper fJ’Se Run. 

That would depend upon the Nat II78. Taking 

( 46 . 7 .) ^ ^ 
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1178 . Taking One Sheep to Pive Acres? 

That depends upon the Run, whether being wooded or hilly, so that the 
Shepherd can see a long Distance on the Run. It certainly was not safe nor 
desirable to intrust more than 800 Sheep to One Shepherd. 

1179 . Do you not conceive that it would be a very considerable Loss in the 
Value of Stock, as entailed upon the Plockheld, in consequence of the Deficiency 

of the Number of Shepherds? 

No doubt it is a very great Loss ; and the Rate of the Increase of the whole 
Quantity of Stock in the Colony is very much indeed obstructed by the Want of 
Labour in that way, independently of there being no Consumption for the Meat, 

1180. In the Report that has been laid before Parliament, from the York 
Agricultural Society of Western Australia, of April 1847, it is stated, that 
“ Labour has been very scarce, and ruinously high, necessarily preventing the 
“ Employment of it to advantage; and no Community can prosi)er wlierc a 
“ Profit does not arise from the Employment of Labour ; it may exist, but can • 

“ never progress rapidly.” Are you aware whether, in consequence of the State 
of Things tliat was so described, any Proposition was made for the Introduction 
of Labour, other than European into the Colony ? 

Yes. It has several Times in the course of the last Seven or Eight Years been 
suggested that it would be desirable to import both tiill Coolies and Chinese 
from Singapore and the East Indies. 

1181. Would it be a desirable Course to pursue, comparing the Introduction 
of such Asiatics semi-civilized Labour with the Effect of increasing tlic European 
Labour ? 

No, I think it will not be desirable. I believe there are Means of suppling 
the Colony with European Labour ; and if there be such Means, there can be no 
Question of Advantage between the Two Systems. 

1182. You rely upon that Introduction of European Labour with proper fixed 
and regulated Times and Periods, as being the best Means of advancing the 
Colony ? 

Yes. 

1183. If that were general, would the progressive Ratio of Increase of Im- 
provements more nearly approximate Western Australia to that of the other 
Australian Colonies? 

I think it would probably be quite equal to any of the other Colonies, except 
South Australia, where there is a new Mine of Wealth. 

1184. Is there any other Kind of Mineral obtained in Western Australia 
except Coal ? 

There are not any authentic Accounts of any other. There have been 
Reports of Antimony and Zinc being discovered. 

1185. Is not it the Case that there is a greater Quantity of bad and unim- 
provable Land in Western Australia than in the other Colonies ? 

Yes, it is so. 

1186. Are you aware whether the Question of Want of Labour in tlie Aus- 
tralian Provinces has been felt as a Grievance, and has been made a Subject of 
Complaint in Representations addressed to the Government by some of the 
Woollen Manufacturers? 

I believe it has been largely felt as a Grievance, in proof of which I beg to 
hand in the following Paper. 

The Witness delivered in the Paper, which is as follows : 

To the President and Vice President of the Board of Trade. 

The undersigned Manufacturers, Inhabitants of the Township of Calverley cum Yarslcy 
in the County of York, feel it to be a Duty incumbent upon them to address you on tiie 
present Situation of the Growers of Wool in the Australian Colonies, and in particular to 
point out to you how this District is affected thereby. Nearly the whole Population of 
this Township, numbering about 5,000, are entirely dependent upon the Woollen Trade • 
and the great Bulk of the Wool here manufactured, say Four Fifths, is the Produce of the 
Australian Colonies. Without these Wools they would be utterly unable to produce Goods, 
such as they now manufacture, eitlrer to meet the continually increasing Competition of 
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,he Foreigner, or. from it. Cheapness, to place Broad Clotl. tvithin tl,e Read, of the great Z.^, B„. 
Mms of the working Class^^^ Apprehension, the great 2tth March 1846. 

Yoiir Menioiialis in the Australian Wools; and having already 

Deterioration . w^tliey tee^ convinced that, unless some Steps be taken to cheek 

been mconvemenced theuby, «^y , he Quality and Condition of the Wools. 

the Sm-acter S their Goods roost be so affected as soon to place in Jeopardy the Means of 

::siiS w£ tSutf 

both to the Aiistralian Co < t^vnense to the Country, but that the general Commerce 
S‘d.e®CoTntry wouM L^o benefited tl.ercby as to refund to the Revenue whatever Suros 
might be advanced for such Purposes. 



[Here follow tbe Signatures, &c.J 



Manufacturers and 
Millowncrs. 



Engines and 
Horse Power. 



Number of Hands 
employed. 



1187. Have “y Australia contains an available. 

Suppt^oTsibpbuilding Timber. ’ I think it is ™of« “‘I 

Exportation titan that which is possessed by any other Colony. 

1188. What is the Nature of the Timber, and does it grow advantageously 

a^“iS‘trcall Mahogany. It is very closely allied to the 
American Mahogany, and grows quite close to the bea. 

1189. Does it grow to any very great Size? 

It grows to a very great Size indeed. 

lion Is it to be compared to Honduras Mahogany? . . 

iJ t°s‘ very neariy the same as the Honduras Mahogany, it is not quite 
so ha4ome in the Grain, but it has the peculiar Property of resisting the 

Sea Worms. 

1191. Is it apt to split or warp ? 

It is likewise used for House-building. 

1193 Is that Wood used for building Houses instead of Stone or Bt'ck ? 

No • 'the Xses are principally bailfof Brick ; they use the Wood there ,n 
House-building in the same Way as m England. 

1194. And is it found to answer as well as other Wood? 

Yes j it answers very well. 

1195. Botli externally and internally ? _ +ban anv other 

wS^s.;s^r E- i-i. .. 

hard and heavy. 

ligC. Has it been exported at all ? mutract and reached 

A Shipload was supplied to the Admiralty under Contract, ana 

England last Autumn. 



1197. W“as it approved of? 
Yes, very highly. 

( 46 . 7 .) 



1198. Are 
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jKXcfroy, JEjj. 1198. Are those Vessels employed in the Coasting Trade or risliiug? 

There is very little Tishing, and, in fact, no Fishing beyond that for fresh 

24th March 1848. 

' 1199. Does the Whale Fishery that is carried on from other Forts extend 

there ? _ 

There are Two or Three small Whale Fishing Establishments on the Coast ; 
Two, certainly. 

1200. Are they carried on now ? 

Yes j they are carried on now in Boats, but employing only a few People. 

1201. Is there any active Trade carried on between Perth and the other 
Australian Colonies? 

No ; not an active Trade. There is a very irregtilar Trade carried on 
between Perth and South Australia and Sydney, but not an active Trade. 
There is a very active Trade carried on between Western Australia and the 
Mauritius and Singapore, and that Trade must have supplied the principal 
Part of the Exports mentioned in the Year 184>6. 

1202. What are the Exports to the Mauritius ? 

Sheep and Bullocks, and Potatoes. 

1203. Has there been any Wine exported ? 

Not yet. 

1204<. Are the Potatoes of a good Quality ? 

Potatoes of a very good Quality will grow in the Southern Part near 
Australind. 

1205. Is Flax grown there ? 

No. 

1206. Is the Soil not genial to the Growth of Flax ? 

The Climate is unsuitable to it. 

1207. Is there any Kind of Grain grown there besides Wheat ? 

A great deal of Barley. Oats will not grow well. 

1208. As to the Progress of the Colony while you was there, was the Revenue 
progressive ? 

No j the Revenue was retrogressive all the Time I was there. 

1209. At the present Moment it is progressive ? 

Yes. I arrived at the Colony at a very unfortunate Time, just after it had 
turned the Point. 

1210. With regard to the Women, is there any Employment for Women 
out of doors at all ? 

Very few Labourers will permit their Wives or Daughters to assist in the 
out-door Work, such as reaping, they being sufficiently well off to maintain 
them without doing that. 

1211. As to Female domestic Servants, how is the Colony supplied? 

There is a very insufficient Supply of them. 

1212. Is there a fair Proportion of the Sexes? 

I believe there is a more fair Proportion between the Sexes there than in the 
other Australian Colonies. 

1213. As to skilled Labourers, Carpenters, and so on, how are they paid? 
Their Wages are very high. I do not know whether there is a greater 

Deficiency of skilled than of unskilled Labour. I should say generally there is 
a greater Dedciency of unskilled Labour. 

1214. Is there not a considerable Importation of skilled Labour? 

Skilled Labourers, having greater Means and Intelligence, are more likely 
to come at their own Expense than unskilled Labourers; therefore the Immi- 
gration Fund should be principally devoted to unskilled Labourers; but there 
has been scarcely any Importation of one or the other Class. 

1215. There is no System of licensed Occupation of Land, is there, without 
Purchase ? 

I think a System of Licences has come into operation within the last Two 

Years ; 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON COLONIZATION FROM IRELAND. 



123 



Years ; but up to the Time that I left the Colony the appropriated Land, M. Ufroy, Ssq. 
and the Crown Land immediately surrounding it, was sufficient for the Stock 

we had. 

1816. What Number of Days Passage is it from Perth to Sydney or to 

I should think the Average from Perth to Melbourne would be Twenty-two 
or Twenty-three Days. 

1817- There is no Steam Navigation applied as yet to that? 

No. 

1818. There is a Steam Navigation between Melbourne and Sydney ? 

Yes ; from Sydney to Melbourne, Launceston, and Adelaide. 

1819. You have visited the Province of South Australia ? 

Yes. 

1880. In what Year did you visit it? 

In the Year 1844. 

1881. In what Condition did you find it ? . ■ . 

It was just recovering from the Stagnation and Bankruptcy into which it 
had fallen principally from Misgovernment. 

1888. But still was there an Appearance of Prosperity and Improvement 

visible in the Colony? , c -j 

Yes • there was every Appearance of substantial Prospenty and ot rapid 
Improvement. The Comparison of South Australia to Western Australia was, 
of course, most flattering to South Australia. 

1883. Comparing the Towns of Adelaide and Perth, there was a great 
Progress in the one over the other ? 

Yes. 

1384. Was that before the Development of the Mineral Resources of South 

A^trah^he Resources were then being discovered on a great Number 

of different Sections. They had been just comraenrad to be worked. Small 
OuaLties of Ore, in Lots of Ten and Twenty Tons, were being sent to 
England, but the People were still very doubtful about the Result. 

1835 .'you are aware of the Success that has since attended those Specu- 
lations ? 

Yes. 

1886 Even at the Time you were there, and before those Results were «) 
manifest as they have subsequently become, vw there a Demand, in your Ju^- 
mmt, for Labour sufficient to encourage European Emigration to Sout 

^W^es were very high in real Value in South Australia evea ‘hen. The 
PrS^°of Wheat at that Time was about 3s. 3d. a Bushel, and Wages vaiied 
fitom Ss. to 3s. a Day. 

1837. What was the State of the Land Fund ? PhtiU 

No Land Fund had been revived the preceding Year ; some slight Land Pu 
wa^xpLted that Year. I think there was a Land Fund of about 5,000i. 

1888. Subsequently you are aware the Land Fund increased considerably ? 

Yes, it has considerably increased. 

1229. IDid you remain long in South Australia? 

About a Month. 

1230. Had vou any Property in South Australia? 

No. " '•Ilf 

1831. Taking the present System of a fixed -“P 

raised to the very considerable Amount of 80s., do yo accordimr 

la capable of an inflexible Application, or that it ought to be vaued accoium^ 

to the Nature of the Colony itself? in which an enormous 

I think when it is suddenly applied to a Colony m win Ouantitv 

(46.7.) Q ^ ? 
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Quantity of Land has been subjected to some other System, as was the Case 
in its Application to Western Australia, a great Stoppage of the I.ancl Sales 
must of course occur, and a considerable Inconvenience be experienced for a 
great many Years ; but I have no Doubt the System will work very well indeed 
in South Australia and Port Phillip. 

1232. Fixing so high an upset Price, might not it produce a Tendency to 
selecting the very best Descriptions of Lots, and scattering the Population 
rather than concentrating it? 

To a certain Degree it will have that Kffect; but the Position Klcment of the 
Value of Land is more important than tlic Fertility Element in most n'ew 
Countries, and that has a Tendency to concentrate Population ; and also if you 
compare it with the other System of largo Grants of Land, or selling Land at a 
lower Price even, People would be still further dispersed by the intermediate 
Land having been purchased up by large Holders. 

1233. Supposing Land now was sold by free Competition, do you not think 
that the Two Things might be reconciled, not throwing any inconvenient 
Impediment in the Way of the Sale of the Land, at the same Time allowing 
the Persons to fix themselves more freely than where by a very high upset 
Price the Choice must necessarily be directed to those Lands of higher Value, 
whether from Proximity of Position or from Superiority of Soil ? 

I do not think that the H. per Acre upset Price will produce an injurious 
Dispersion at all ; and the Effect of having a much lower upset Price would be 
to put the Government in this Difficulty, either they must restrict the Quan- 
tity of Land granted, so that in spite of there being a low upset Price the 
average Price obtained from the whole Land shall be as great as from the 
present System, or else, if they put up a large Quantity of Land, the average 
Price will be rapidly sunk down to as little in excess of the smaller upset Price 
as it is now in excess of the larger upset Price. 

1234i. Have you bad occasion to observe any Distinction of Character 
between the scattered and the more concentrated Colonial Population ? 

Yes ; I have observed that in the Colonies I know best in which the Density 
of the Population is verjr various, first in Western Australia, where the Popu- 
lation is most scattered, in Soutii Australia where it is less scattered, and New 
Plymouth in New Zealand, where it is quite concentrated. 

1235. AVhich of the Two Principles, of a scattered Population or of a 
concentrated Population, do you conceive to be the most favourable to the 
Advancement of Civilization and the Accumulation of Wealth and the 
Development of Colonial Resources ? 

There is no Doubt that the concentrated Population is the most favourable 
to the Production of agricultural Wealth, and o!f course always to Civilization ; 
but a concentrated Population cannot take place under the pastural System of 
Australia. , t j 

1236. Do you think that if the Emigration to Australia were to be consi- 
derably augmented, always assuming that it was not augmented in an undue 
Proportion to the Demands for Labour in the Colony, the Effect would be to 
produce more Concentration than at present exists ? 

No doubt it would produce more Concentration, in this Way, that a mucli 
greater commercial Population would be required for the increased pastural 
and agricultural Population, which larger commercial Population would 
concentrate round the same Centre of Commerce as it is now concentrated 
around ; also the agricultural Population under the Pound per Acre Sj’stem 
will naturally concentrate itself round the Centres of Commerce ; but the 
pastural Population will be spread over a more extended Surfiice, inasmuch as 
if you will increase the Quantity of Sheep and Cattle the Surface over which 
they will be extended must be increased also. 

1237 . In this widely diffused Population that you have described, do you 
think that any of the social Inconveniences that may arise from the scattered 
Nature of such a System would be lessened if there were more Facilities given 
for the Improvement of Line of Hoads and Communications? 

Certainly ; they would be very much lessened by improved Roads. 

1238. Do 
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1238. Do you consider that the Im^rovemenl of the Roads imd Communi- W. Lefimj, Esg 
cations would be a fair Appropriation of the Land Fund ? . u ^ 2 tth Match ISIS. 

I think it would be highly desirable to appropriate a certain Part ot the 

Land Fund to Roads and Hridges. 

12,39. Do you consider that greater Facilities would be given by greater 
Simnlicitv of legal Conveyances and Assurances of Title than at prraent exist ? 

The nresent System of the Conveyance of Land and other Real Property m 
Australia is the same as exists in England, and no doubt it produces the same 
Effect of obstructing Sales and Purchases of Land and Real 1 roperty of all 
Sorts as it does in England. 

1210. Is there no Registration there ? „ r r 

There is a Registration of Mortgages and also of all Transfers, 1 believe. 

1241. Is there a Registration of all legal Instruments? fTon.l..r,d 

Yes, there is a Registration of all Documents, of every Transfer of Land, and 
of every Security upon the Land. 

1242. Then the Obstruction you allude to is merely the Obstruction from 
the Forms they use, and from the Length and PeipUxity of the Foirns ? 

Yes ! for rnstanc; I was charged Five Guineas for the Lease of a Piece of 
Land and Farm adjoining my own Land, which I rented ; P 

Duty that was the whole Expense of the Document. I took the Lease for 
Three Years, and I think the Rent was 50/.. 60/., and 70/. for the First, Second, 
and Third Years respectively. 

1243. Is it necessary for the Document to be valid that it should be on the 
^lo%m.rity upon Land is valid without being registered in Western 

1244. Then in all Cases is the Document actually being on the Register con- 

^'"a'here^are S^ways. fo addition to the Registration, the same legal Documents 

as in England. . • n ^ 

124.5 But do Parties interested in those Transactions, as in the ^ase ot 
Cestuioue Trusts, or in any other similar Manner, require any further Notice 
Rom tlie Parties dealing witli the Land than the Circumstance of the D 

“T am ;:S s^ScSlf with legal Practice to answer that Question. 

1246 Should you see any Difficulty in having a Surveyor Generd in those 
Colnies, and“ haling a Re|stration iff the Lands ^sold, the Titles being fixed 
in reference purely to the Entry upon the llegistei . 

I see no Difficulty at all in it. I cannot see why a Sale f La™ ‘‘re 
Australian Colonies should not take place 7 by making a 'Dan e in 

Book kept by the Surveyor General, perhaps m the Pi esence 0 o 

1247 Do you not consider that one of the most important of 

Si s 

sufficient Money out of his Wages become a Landed 

not. under those Circmnstaiices, wish to afford him every upp i 

should have saved such a 

. to start with a Flock of Sheep, to start as a small Capitalist, 

he highly desirable tliat he should be able to do so. ,pc,,it\„,T 

1249. Then are not those Difficulties that you have described ^ 

from the Introduction of Rie English g the small Proprietor 

with this Complication of Expense, a pecuhai Buiclen upon 

who seeks to acquire Land ? TieaUnvs in Land in general. 

I think they present a great Obstrurtion to D d 1250. And 



(46.7.) 
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1^50. And in that respect they produce Mischief to the Colony ? 

Yes. 

1251. You have stated already very fully the Errors that you conceive to 
have existed in the original Colonization of the Swan River. Do you conceive 
that there are similar Errors, or any Errors, discoverable m the original Coloni- 
zation of South Australia and the Port Phillip District? . A c- *1 

Yes • there were Two Errors in the Conduct of the Colonization ot South 
Australia, and one of those Errors also existed in that of Port Phillip. 



1252. Will you describe them ? xt , z* -.i i • 

The Two Errors were tlie carrying out far too large a Number of 1 eople m 
the first Year to South Australia, expending nearly the whole of the Emigmtion 
Fund of the Colony in the first Year or Two, and consequently, I believe, 
landing 15,000 People within Two Years. The other Error was the not 
haviii”', by means of a trigonometrical Survey, prepared an accurate Chart of the 
Country, comprising the intended Site of the Capital and the suiiounding 
Country to the Extent which would be required for the immediate Occup^itioil 
of the Number of Colonists intended to be sent out in the First Year or Two, 
which Chart should exhibit all the natural Features of the Surface of thq 
Country, as well as its geological Character, and the most favourable lines for 
the principal Roads, which Roads should be partially formed, that is, to the 
Extent of making them passable for colonial Conveyances, and of marking 
them on the Ground where the Country was naturally traversable without 
Road-making. And a sufficient Quantity of the best Land to meet probable 
immediate Demand should have been measured off into the most convenient 
Sections, with reference to the natural Features of the Country and to the 
Roads, before the Colonists were allowed to reach the Colony. Another 
Error might be mentioned, namely, the enormous Government Expenditure 
in public Works in the first Years, which by withdrawing a great Part of the 
labouring Population from agricultural Employments, kept the Colonists depen- 
dent on Foreign Supplies of Grain Two Years longer than would otherwise have 
been the Case, besides, by the extravagant Wages which were given, ruining all 
the substantial who entered into the Market to purchase Labour. • 



1253. You think that the First Emigration was overdone ? 

I think that great Loss of Money and Property, much Inconvenience, and 
also much Immorality must always ensue from that. 

1254. Do you think that that Error led to the Waste of Capital ? 

I think it leads to a very great Waste of Capital ; to a much greater Waste 
of Capital, and much greater Inconvenience, than People in England conceive. 



1255. What are those Inconveniences? 

In the Case' of South Australia, fi.‘om there not being a sufficient Supply of 
Bullocks and Carts to carry the Settlers as they landed to their several Loca- 
tions (which indeed were not conveyed), of Labourers of colonial Experience, 
and Stock, both for Meat and to employ the Population in grazing, — although 
the overland Route from Sydney being then opened the Wants would have 
been amply supplied if the Settlers of New South Wales had received Notice 
of tlie large Immigration in sufficient Time, — there being no Roads made. But 
the Second Error in South Australia was, that the Country had not been 
surveyed before the First Body of the Colonists arrived. I believe a great 
Number of Settlers in South Australia were left more than a Year after they 
arrived at the Colony before they could get to their Country Land. 



1256. Do you think the good Organization of the Surveyor General’s Depart- 
ment is almost an essential Preliminary to any extended Scheme of Emigration 
for the future ? 

I believe that the Staff of the Government Survey Department in each of 
the Australian Colonies is quite adequate now to the Demand for Land that 
will ensue for the most extended Colonization for many Years. 



1257 . Do you conceive that the Surveyor General’s Department ouglit to 
be extended, not merely to the Survey of Lands, but the laying down the 
general Lines of Communication which it might be expedient either ultimately 
to execute, or even to undertake, in the first instance ? 

Generally I think that the first Step in Colonization in a District on forming 

a new 
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r Innv ^linnld be a eeneval accurate Survey of tbe physical Features of 
Tb^roSuv^ of course ’laying down the first Lines of Road, so te Purchasers ^arch 1848. 
rf\and luld be ahe^o^ up the Selections they nnght malte w.th 

reference to those Lines rf Road^ Anticipation of the Road 

1258. Has not the indifferent Reads, and the 

Al”ti™rfTad Roads, and. conseciuently. a 4ste of Money, and Loss of 
.Convenience ? j, g Australia, the Land in the 

.r'^Tr^rlLroftddaide wt sum^ Sections of regular Figures. 

Neighbourhood of . / Country, generally m square 

rvithout any reference ‘ Sections each, each Block being divided from 

1259. And if they were to be executed the Expense of those Lines would be 
very great? , 

Yes : very great indeed. ^ 

.iJS ria? «ed 

the I’urposes of Emigration ? rniobtbe so employed ; that the British 

^ S tUU, a very large Sum 

for Emigration to the Australian Colonies. . 

lafil. On what Grounds do y°“ namely, by a Loan or by 

There are Two Ways m J ‘taid whh TnSt Lm the Land 

a Grant. The whole Advance m>gh . P the Land Fund ; 

Fund. I have no Doubt of t y ■Rvitish Nation made a large gratuitous 

and even if it were not repaid. rte ^ 3" ” profit would accrue 

Graut for Emigration Purposes to Australia, a very g 

to it from the Expenditure. i,„„ that Position could be made out? 

126$. Have the goodimss viere 8,000,000 of Sheep in 

By the Census in the Yeai 1846 >t PP 'pot,ulation by the same Census was 
Port Phillip and New South W ^ ^ J( the Wool yielded by 

195,000. The most moderate , • g .j... Head. I think that 4s. 

each Sheep at the different Ports of the Calculation. Putting it, however, at 
per Head would be a much more “ Ihich would he 

L„ the 8.000,000 Sheep would y“ ^ 

1.200,0001. worth of Wool. ‘‘ “ England, and 

by taking it from the p^h to the different Foreign Markets, be 

then carrying the -.i „ Vaiue of 2,400,0001. would have been 

double the Value of the raw Material “ Value ot 2,^ considered 

created by that Importation of 7 of* wlthdvawine the Population from 

^rfationai Profit fit " “^Tus 

Other Branches of Industry. » . j • ^ British Industry would 

of the Value which would he "''“‘“V'lJi pjofi/ ^ the Wool which the 
be national Profit ; TOaicj do now send to the British Marliet I 

8.000. 000 of Sheep '"^ew South Wale out 

calculate at 2,400.0001. 2,4 , • Nation were to make a Grant of 

165,000 People to the Colony ; o f ^ Year s 

2.400.0001.. and send ^ ou the Outlay as a national Account 

Eeturn would be ““.P. ^ore that every Addition to the Population will 

assuming the Principle stated Increase of Stock. But I 

be almost immediately upon the Security of the Land 

think if the Nation were to ^ its being repaid, and that in 

Fund of Australia, there is a perfect Leitamty oi u 

a very few Years. rortalntv of the Repayment of the 

1263. On what would you ground your Certainty ot 

Loan so advanced? tbe Value of the Land which would take 

Upon the immense proposed great Increase of the 

place in the Austrelian Colonies from the prop 6 

Population. „ , 1264. Therefore 

(46.V.) ^ * 
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1264. Therefore you conceive tliat the ExpemUture of Money upon the 
Security of Austriiliiin Land would augment tlic Value of t!ie Land which was 
given as a Security, and create at the same Time a new Doniand lor the 
further Importation of Labour ? 

Certainly. I do not wish it to be understood that I advocate sending 105,000 
People in One Year. 

1205. You have taken those Figure.s as illustrative? 

Yes, certainly. Not more than Forty per Cent, of the cxi.sting Population 
should be sent to the Australiau Colony in One Year. 

1266. But you would consider that as not merely the absolute Amount that 
was to be taken, but tlic Amount that could be received from Year to Year? 

Yes, from Year to Year. 

1267. Do you conceive that it would be still a Pro])ortion of Forty jior Cent, 
upon the original Population, or of Forty per Cent, upon the increasing 
Population ? 

Forty per Cent, upon the annual cxi.sting Poiiulatioii, until the llatio of the 
Population to the Sheep and Cattle shall be very much greater than it is now. 
The present llatio of the Population to the Sheep in the Colony of New Soutli 
Wale.s is 1 to 40. In the Port Phillip District it is 1 to 85 Sheep ; that is, the 
Population is to the Sheep as 1 to 85 in Port Phillip ; in tlic whole of New 
South Wales, including Port Phillip, it is 1 to 40. In Western Australia the 
llatio is 1 to 20. I am not aware what the llatio is In South Australia; but in 
Western Australia, where the llatio is 1 in 20, the Price of Meat is about Sr?, 
a Pound; so that I assume if you increased the llatio of the Pojnilatiou to the 
Sheep in New South Wales until it shall liavc arrived at the llatio of 1 in 20, 
you would raise the Meat to Sr?, a Pound. 

1268. Does not that assume that whilst the Population is increasing the 
Ratio of the Sheep is not increasing ? 

I have taken that into consideration. I am assuming that such a Quantity 
of Population is sent annually as shall increase their Population by 40 per Cent, 
per Annum. Sheep do not increase at that Rate ; and so it would liappen that 
the Ratio of the Population to the Sheep would vary from Year to Year. 
There is an Increase of Sheep, but not in the same Ratio. 

12G9‘ There would be the natural Increase of Population and the additional 
Population from Emigration ? 

Yes. 

1270. Have you excluded from your Calculation all Questions except the 
Questions of Sheep and Wool ? 

Yes. 

1271. Do you not think there would be a contemporaneous Increase of 
Hides and Tallow, and Timber and Mineral Productions, ns long as the Veins 
of Minerals continue in their present productive State ? 

Certainly ; there would be an enormous Increase in all those Articles. The 
Increase in Tallow and Hides would be very much at the same Rate as tlic 
Increase in Wool. The Increase in the Supply of Copper is only limited by 
the Population available to work it there, and by the Demand for Copiier in 
the W’'orld. 

1272. In addition to the Sources of Home Consumption that might bo 
derived froni such Colony, do you consider that in all Probability the Consump- 
tion of British Manuflictures by the increasing Population would aiigiueut lu 
the Ratio at present exhibited in New South Wales ? 

I have no Doubt the Consumption of British Manufactures in Australia will 
continue nearly as great per Plead for the Population as it is now. Sucli an 
Immigration as I have supposed would slightly reduce Wages, but only reduce 
them so as to admit of Capital making a fair Profit, which it cannot do now • 
they would to that Extent curtail the Consumption of British Manufactures by 
me labouring Part of the Population, whilst the Consumption by the lumer 
Classes would increase. ^ ^ 

1273. If the Effect of increased Production in the Australiau Colonics as 
developed in the Way you have described would be to create a very consider- 
able 
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able Return from the Colony to Great Britain do you not think it would have 
the Effect of raising the outward Freight, also to a considerable Extent . 

Throutward Freight depends prmc.pa ly on the Demand for outward 

Freight to India and China, and consequently would not be much affected on 
the Supposed Condition. It would have a great 1 endency to lessen the home- 
ward rreiglit, I think. 



1274. Has not tlfe Cost Price for Passages greatly diminished ? 

Yes. 

1075 Has not it diminished almo.st contemporaneously with, if not in pro- 
portto'to the increased Wealth of Australia, which gives a fair Return upon 

Y«“TthSrif has. There is no Doubt that when the Exports of Australia 
shall be mud' greater than they are now. Two or Three Tunes as great as they 
d-liP l^atps of Freiffht on Australian Produce to England will be very 
are novy, the I no Ileason why the Freight of Wool 

much lowei J Liverpool should be double the Freight of Wool 

from “on or Li/erpool-, frorn New York the Freight does not 

average a Farthing per Pound to London or Liverpool. 

torial Distribution at all 



rial Ayisuiuui-iv-ri* • J.1 

y^7. Wouldnottb..ebe^^n<min ^ 

one distinct, and each Colony was to have its I’opii- 

Slndi'te Loin according to the Relation between its own iopulation and 

If the Nation weie ^ it ^oulcl be essential to separate Port 

secured upon the Land b und, no oubt ^ j ^ 

fqurndy thotVim of tliarSeLrity would be less than in Port l.iilhp. 

1278. You are aware that Emigrafioii is carried ou by a Loan Fund o 
100,000/., raised upon the Land bund ? 

Yes. 



Revenues of both New Soiitli Wales and 1 oi t Phillip. 

1280. Supposing cafied on uiicier 

niigft not be ^epared to receive the 



Circumstances in wm'.'i - i 

Emigrants ? , q ionics of the Intention of the Goverii- 

Due Notice s'™' ciiecution. and great Care should be observed 



should be given to the ™ 

meiit to carry such a Measure „f Australia at which the 

selecting the “'Uts a 1 » 



in selecting -the of New South 

be. . 'f-- bi 



uledat least in a uozeu .v... 

1281. Do you not think that such was 

ci^s^ rt^rSir sst 

"fllSi!; diat of regulating 

Ships shall not arrive at One Port in a WeeK, Enugrauts 

(4.6.7.) ^ 
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Emigrants at each Port shall be spread equally over the whole Year, as nearly 
as possible. That is, tabing into consideration tiie Number which you must 
send in One Ship. 

1282. But referring to the Spread of the Population inland and tlio Distances 
‘-■enerally from the Ports of Disembarkation of Points where the Labour would 
be required, do you not think it would be most advantageous that Steps should 
be taken in the Australian Colonies as liave been taken in the Canadian 
Colonies, to have a useful Machinery that would at once ])ass the Labourer up 
to his Place of Destination and distribute that Labour througiiout the Colony? 

I do not think such Machinery would be at all necessary, upon the Hypothesis 
of an equal Distribution throughout the whole Year, and also of a sufficient 
Number- of Ports of Debarkation along the Coast being selected, if the Ship- 
owner who took out those proposed Immigrants covenanted to maintain tlie 
Immigi-ants on board the Ship for Ten or Pourtecn Days, if necessary, aftcr 
arrivinf^ at the Port. I think there would be no occasion to provide any 
Building, or make any Arrangement whatever for the Reception of the ImmL- 
o-rants or passing them into the Interior of the Country ; that the Demand for 
Labour in all the Australian Colonies is so very active that the Settlers of each 
District will crowd down to receive the Immigrants as they land at the different 
Ports. 

1283. Have there not been many Instances in which those Shipboard Engage- 
ments, made between the Parties seeking the Labour and the Emigrant, have 
been made to the Disadvantage of the Emigrant by his Want of Knowledge of 
the real Rate of Wages and the Character of the Employers who sought for his 
Services, especially as to Women ? 

I think that the Experience of most of the Employers of Labour in Australia, 
as to the Difficulty of enforcing Contracts for Service, is such that very few would 
attempt to hire those People otherwise than from Month to Month. Very 
few Employers of Labour would attempt to enter into a Contract with any 
of those Emigrants for any longer Time, from the Unprofitableness and 
Annoyance of having unwilling Servants who suppose that they have been 
taken in. 

1284. Supposing the Emigration Fund consisted of Two Parts, the one 
furnished from European Sources, either on the Part of the Public or on the 
Part of contributing Landowners whose Properties might be improved by 
Emigration, the other Part contributed by the Colony and voted by its Legis- 
lature, would not that meet any possible Case of undue Supply of Labour 
being sent into the Colony, because the Emigration would then be dependent 
upon the Settler’s own Freedom of Action ? 

That might prevent, assuming Wisdom on the Part of the Colonial Govern- 
ment, an excessive Supply of Labour; it would also be always in the Power 
of the British Government if it were to undertake it to prevent that by having 
proper Returns of the Population of each District, and by taking Care that 
the Number destined for each particular Port should not exceed a certain 
Ratio to the Population dependent upon the Port for Immigration. 

1285. Would not the Colonists be better Judges of what their own Interests 
in the Matter would require, rather than leaving it to the Home Government? 

1 think if the Colonists had the Power of drawing upon the Mother Country 
for the Fund to be expended, the Tendency would be to have a larger Number 
of People than would be necessary to cultivate the Land. 

1286. The Supplies of Funds being provided from Two Sources, there being, 
according to your View of the Case, Two Parties benefited, tlie Mother 
Country, wliether in its C^acity of the State or of Landowners who might be 
relieved from the surplus Population, and the other the Colony ; there being 
Two Parties benefited, might there not be justly Two Parties contributing? 

I think it would be very just that the Mother Country should contribute. 

1287. At the present Moment the whole Expense is thrown upon the 
Australian Colonies ? 

Upon the Purchasers of Land. 

1288. The whole is paid by Colonial Funds? 

Yes. 

1289. The 
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1S89. The Benefit is divided between the Mother Country and the Colony ? Lej^E,,,. 

Yes. March 184-i^. 

1290 If in the Process of Time the System of Government in the Colony 

should be altered, and there should be something more of a decided Eepresen- 
tadve Government established, the Members of which would have the positive 
Control of all the Funds established in the Colony, might not that interfere 
a ° o«l deal with the Execution and Permanency of any Plan that went upon 
till Supposition that the Colonial Funds were to be the Basis of it ? 

The™ he Land Fund would be dependent upon the Policy of the Colonial 
Leeislature. But I think there is very little Chance of the Colonial^ Legis- 
htui'e wishing to diminish the Price of Land, that is, to reduce the minimum 
P ce of Land. Every Purchaser at the Price of «. an Acre has an Interest 
in manning that as ^he minimum Price ; his Interest would be promoted by 
increasing the minimum Price. 

1291. And so long as the present Proportion between La.nd and Labour 
exists, will not there he the same Pressure to induce the procuring the Sen ices 
of an additional Number of Labourers ? 

Yes, certainly. 

1292 Therefore you do not conceive that under that System there would be 
an fnLement to^he Colonial Proprietor to decrease the Labour lu the 

“Sot but the strongest possible Desire to increase it by every Means. 

1293. Have you any Paper before you containing any Suggestions with 
resDCCt to the Improvement of the Land System th® Colony? 

Snlyto the Extent of thia Document, which I had printed about Thiee 

Years ago. 

The same is delivered >n, and is as follows . 

Propositions on the Subject of the Land System of Australia. 

,. TH^apaeity of Australia — 

SiuS - is, 

therefore, a Punctiourf^^^^ , .he 

2. Durrag the last Thiity Yrais the a ..otwithstandiug a most insuffic.eiit Supply 

Rate of Twenty-two per Cent, pel A > . , , ^ Character, and destructive 

of Labour and seveial Drought of a ^ 

he -peered to be ev^ again so destructive from the 

vast Exteiisien of the Area over winch X”"", with Labour the Sheep of 

3. If the Plock-uiasters of Australia "f ^^hl- P- Annum, and ‘the 

Australia probably would increase at the Rate ot itmty pe v 

Horses and Cattle witli proportional Kyi uy- Condition being nearly as 

4. With Buffieien. Labour and a goo^ 

important as the formei;, fol . 7g , , .i,e Aoriculture and Horticultnie, and 

"'"it’!;-'' 

Population equal to 30 per Cent. .Ilse oflmporSneMch a vast Qiantily of Popula- 

6. The whole Fimd for defraying the E p ^ sofScient Price, 

tion annually might have been deiived fro ^ ^ Colonies. 

if, from the Commencement, a proper . ^ „f the Survey Depart- 

7. A sufficient Price is that, whiclq after Deduct on ol tlie ^xpegient to defray 

me.it, and of all Pvhhc Works, the Cost of « importing 
out of the Proceeds of the Land p,.^„ce of. the whole rural 

a Population adequate to cultivate, and consume o. sell 

oMer that any Part of the Crown Land may be saleable at this sufficient Price, it 

must possess a true Jteut duly proportionate p,„ji,it„ the Position of the 

9. Kent is the Value of the Superiority o e, he. ^ other Land, not 

Land possessing it over the most fertile or ” 

possessing Renl, within Range of the Comm™ p^ogitio, f„, .he 

10. Generally, in all thickly or Fertility Element is of much greater 

Locomotion ot bulky Commodities exist, the Fnst o. Venn y 

Value than the Second or Positioil Element ^ Kenu 
(4.6.7.) ^ ^ 
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11. The FertUIty Element of Rent cannot exist where a greater Quantity of Land of 
a common and sufficient Fertility than that for the agrieultuval Produce of which a 
Demand exists .at remunerative Prices is freely open to Cultivation. 

12. Australia is in the Condition diKcribed in the preceding Proposition, more than 
6,500,000 Acres of her best situated and most fertile Land having been granted, or sold 
at inadequate Prices ; her Population not exceeding 195,000 ; and there not being Demand 
for the agricultural Produce of 190,000 Acres. 

1.3. The first Element of Rent, therefore, cannot exist in Australia under the present 
Land System. 

14. The first Element of Rent would exist in Australia, If only 190,000 Acres, or a 
Fi*action less, of Land had been granted or sold, her Population being the same as at 
present. 

15. The Value of this Element will be greatest when the Ratio of total appropriated 
Land to total Population is such as that the agricultural Produce of all the appropriated 
Land under a high State of Cultivation shall be required for Consumption or Exchaiu'c. 

16. From its superior Productiveness under such a Land System there is every Hwison 
to believe tliat the real Price of Labour would be quite as high as under the existing 
System; whilst, of course, the Pro6t of Capital, whetlier invested in Land or in Business, 
will be much greater, 

17. Any Increase of the Ratio of Land to Population beyond this proper Quantity will 
rapidly diminish the aggregate true Rent; and if this proper Quantity shall be exceeded 
by Ten or Fifteen per Cent, the Fertility Element of true Rent will be utterly destroyed. 

18. Any Decrease of the Patio of Land to Population below the proper Quantity, in 
order by decreasing Wages to raise Rent unnecessarily, if attempted by the Colonial 
Governments, would be elieeked by the Difficulty of procuring Emigrants of the labouring 

19. As long as this proper Ratio of Land to Population shall be maintained, the true 

Rem will be found equal to such a Rate of Interest, or the sufficient Price, as will cause 
annually from the Sale of Crown Lands tlie largest possible Fund applicable to Emin-ration 
Puiposes. ® 



2a This Ratio will be found to be a Fraction less than One Acre to each Individual of 
tne Population. 

pe Thirteen preceding Propositions contain the Theory of the Land System of a 
Colony, of which the Object is to raise annually from the Sale of Crown Lands such a 
Revenue as will defray the Cost of importing into the Colony a certain Quantity of Popu- 
lation yearly, m a Manner just and beneficial both to the Colonist and the Mother Country 
1 propose the following Method of the Application of it to Australia. 

[The Land System above explained supposes no Land to be purchased at the 
Price required by it simply for pastural Purposes. I have since writin<^ this been 
induced to expect that large Quantities of Land will be sold in the Australian 
ColoniK at the present Price, If, per Acre, for pastural Purpose j 
P of whatever Class, Man, Woman, and Child, who landed at any 

lart of the Colony should receive a Land Order either for this proper Quantity of rural 
Land, or, the Quantity being apportioned differently to different Classes, with a view to 
the grater or le.^ Encouragement of particular Classes, for such a Quantity of Land 
according to his Class, as that the total Land granted should be to the total Pooulatiou 
m this proper Ratio. 



.a. Icwn Lands should be sold by Auction in very small Pieces, and only in sneb total 

''“mediate and full Occupation as 



23. riie Money derived from the Sale of Town Lands should defray ibc Evnonse of tl.o 
Suivey Department and of all Public Works, Buildings, Stc., both in Town and Comitrv • 
the Expense of winch it may be right and expedient for the State to undertake. ^ ’ 

-f Government sbould always have, surveyed and open to Sclectio.i, Sections of 
ts i ichest and best situated Land, of various Sizes between 10 and 100 Acres and of a 
total Qiiantily equal to the probable Demand of the ensuing Year ’ “ * 

25. Aiiv Individual should receive a Title to anu nna ♦u.e.e. * c .• 
the land Office of the Colony ofa Quantity of Ll.rOrfel tffl'cient":"::; uXf 
.6. In order effectually to secure to the intending Purchaser a Choice of the verv i-iehf«st 
and best Situated Lind possessed by the Crown, by Payment to the I nnH Hffi ^ r I?* 

SZ'nSe^l'r^ .“I'ot'W have a Rigln of selecting anrol ™. ho 

Oovei nmeut to measure off his Land n any Part of the Colony ..ni ■ u t'le 

previous Proclamation in the Government Gaze® ^ 

27. Rural Und should not be taken op in smaller Quantities than Ten Acres 

2a On no Pretext whatever should Rural or Town Land ever be alienLli <■ ,i 

Crown except in the Manner above described. “ ahtiiated fiom the 

28. A Chart on a large Scale of each District of tlic Colony as snon • • ,i 

setUed, accurately representing all its natural Features, such afwatercour^es R,n'^‘‘ 'i 
geological Strata, and the intended Townsites, Roads, Bridges Imdd h 1 1 ®? 1 “^'* 

i"‘-ding Purchasers TnXh ldtt^^^ 

Country should be successively divided into nastm-jil nicst*.- p 
100,000 Acres each, as nearly as the naturalFeatures of the Country wiild pm’ni°L 

31. As 
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81 As soon as a certain Quantity of Land, say 200 Acre^ shall have been select^ in L,/^ 
anfna^oral District, an exclusive Right of Pasturage over all the unappropriated Land of 

any sUo^iti be ™en in common to the Owners of the appropriated Land, 

,l,e pastoral D.sn ict sho^ appropriated Land. 

“"30° The Owners of the appropriated Land of each pastoral District should form a 
Munieipamy for.he AdministLtion of this Property, in which each Owner should have 

°'3s''TL‘^°Use"of S^tre^^^ f'-^y 

^St Nrchatge Crown Lands, whether 

"'sJ;''or,mietmrSteve^^^ P=™'"=* *e nnappropriated 

Land System whi^Ihave " ^ 

that which I conceive ought to liaie , established by Act of Parliament, 

hs Colonization, and which 1 desire w see irs’Oneration will be most partial and 

although quite aware that f"!' '"“"J possesses rmal Laud in these Colonies, very 

insufficient. Nevertheless, the C ^ ,i T onrl Svstem would annually rise to 

small Quantities of wl, id,, under *=. ^f Kminral i^ori them. The 

sufficient Value to induce the Impov , , existing Ratio of Population 

Amount of these Quantities, depen mg ^ , Colonies of Australia according to these 
to appropriated Land, would va^ry m dre “to ^ A P 

several Ratios; and 

thus be annually received by the g;„,„aness of the proposed Land System, would 

of Prosperity and Progves^ proving the Soundness ot ae^p J the retrospective 

quickly reconcile the Colonists to ''’® ,be whole Object of which is to rectify 

Measures proposed in the following P p ^ benefit the Owners of it, and 

the existing Distribution of m ^ ^ System as applied to future Sales 

to hasten the Time of 4e full Of«'«‘on o Pq ;P Operation. Recollecting 

and thus rapidly put a Term «o Necess^^^^^ Su’^face of Australia, no, 

tliat of the Two thousand million Ac Crown ■ and convinced of her exaaordi- 

7,000,000 Acres have yet been of the rapid Increase of her 

nary natural Resources, md of the , be Adoption of the proper System 

Population, I atacli inBmtely P ,be following Sketch of retrospective 

tiouate to ^J”?“'Xm'’tfoO,000 Acres to a Populati™ ot 140, 

In Port Phillip — _ _ IS^nOO 

In South Australia — 050, uuu ^ ^ 

that ueiSieT Ator“anVothevSys,’em »' . 

‘"sr^S’ R?o£L°"rgh?^^^ 

'“'lT" 4 “er of Land, whether Town or Coun^^ L^i^ 

surrender the whole, or any Portion of "p° ^ ° retained ; receiving in return from the 
simple Regulation , 

Laid Office of the Colony a tmnsfe^^^^ „ral Land retained ; 

40. An uniform acreable Tax should b y an Amount each 

and another Rate of unifem Tax ““ “ j ^ (be Cost of importing the annually 

that the Aggregate ot the T™ „ the Sum*^ of the other, as the 

t Ssif PrV^y f™"> “ 

per Cent, of the total Cblo"! aonualf, in addition to the Emigra- 

tand should pay into the Land Acre of Land retain^, 

tion Tax, a certain Quantity “ be r'equircd on account of every 

42. The Quantity ol o„«ation of this Part of the System, should 

Acre retained, in eadi snccessive Year of tlm Dp of the Surrender. 

be published m the tovernmcnt Gazet , adopted. 

43. An analagous ”? .r retdned Land against the possible Evcot ot the 

44. In order to protect the Owners of retal extravagant Prices consequently 

Surrender Certificates falling into ‘ rf ,he Period of the Operation ot 

being demanded for them, especially towai d the A retained I^nd 

this Part of the System, at any f °P'™ ^ from the Land Office of the Colony 

should be permitted to surrender n, ^ surrendered, plus the Quantity of 

a Surrender Certificate for the Quantity ot Lano so so e Surrender 

(4,6.7.) ^ ® 
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Surrender Certificate hitherto paid on account of it, also of the Money Tax, all at tlic 
Colonial Rate of Compound Interest. 

45. The Operation of the System should be continued until all such Surrender Certifi- 
cates were paid in. 



jVate. — I have altered my Opinion about the Necessity of the Measure proposed in Ri-o- 
positions 39, 40, 41. 1 now believe that the Land and Population Proportion Conditions 
of New South Wales and West Australia will adjust themselves (though slowly, and of 
course with economic Loss during the Period of Adjustment,) if the present Land System 
be persevered in, and the whole Fund derived from Land under Cultivation be economically 
applied to import Labour. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned to Thursday next, 

Two o’clock. 
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Die Lunce, 3 ° Jprilis 1848 . 



The LORD MONTEAGLE OF BRANDON in the Chaii. 



Evidence on 
Colonization from 
Ireland, 



EDMUND HALSWELL Esquire is called in, and examined as follows : 



1294. YOU are a Member of the English Bar ? 
I am. 



E. Halswell, Esq. 
3d April 1848. 



1295. How long have you been at the English Bar ? 

Many Years. 

1296. You are a Magistrate and Deputy Lieutenant of the County of 
Middlesex ? 

t am. 



1297. You have been in the Colony of New Zealand? 
I have. 



1 nave. _ a* • i 

1298. Anterior to your going to New Zealand, did you fill any oflicial 

Situations in this Country ? j i. i j ..i, p-.for,+ 

I was Queen’s Counsel for the Duchy of Lancaster, and held another Patent 
Office also. I had Leave of Absence from Lord Holland to mate 
New Zealand; he died very soon afterwards, and both my Appointments 
were cancelled by Lord Granville Somerset immediately. 



1299. What first directed your Attention to the Colony of New Zealand . 

I had been interested on behalf of the Natives of New Zedand. I had once 
One of them living with me in my House, and had sent him back. I subse- 
quently sent from the Colony a very fine intelligent young Native, named Peri 
KauwM. He lived Three Years m my House, Gore Lodge, at 
my Family ; he went to School, and was taught to read and write English, and 
the ordinary Rules of Arithmetic ; he also wrote his own Language OTammati- 
cally ; he spoke English fiuemly, and returned home with Lieutenant Governor 
Eyre, but I have never heard from him since. I vey much desired to see the 
Colony and expressed that Inclination very generally ; that was the principal 
Obiectthat I had. The New Zealand Company offered me the Appointment 
of fcommissioner of their native Reserves, and I 

Iwho was a Brother Commissioner of mine in Lunacy at that Time) about the 
Propriety of accepting it. I obtained ultimately a Letter of Introtoction from 
himy and from Lord® John Russell, and proceeded with those Two to the 

Colony. 

1300. You had acted as a Commissioner of Lunacy ? 

Many Years in the Metropolitan Commission in Lunacy. 

1301. Had you also acted in a magisterial Capacity as connected wi i 

^"1° 'great many Years. I was Visiting Magistrate of all the Three Metro- 
noHtan Prisons ^Tothill Fields, Coldbath Fields, and what is now called the 
Cse ofTtention I was also one of the Visiting Magistrates of Hanwell 
from the Foundation. 

1302 Have you been at all connected in the Country with the magisterial 
my own Parish, and considerably mixed up 
with the Administration of the Poor Law. 

1303. Do you conceive that this ^ o™the Population 

into the Character and Condition of the poorer 
at home ? 

I think I have had some Experience. 

(46.8.) . ^ ^ 



1304. In 
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13CM,. In what Year did you sail for New Zealand I 

In the Year 1840. 

1305. From whence did yon sail? 

I sailed from London. 

1306. Was it in an ordinary Emigrant Ship ? _ , , 

It was a Ship of 550 Tons, with 250 Emigrants, Male, lemale, and ChiUlreii. 

1307. Were those Emigrants taken out by the Company? 

They were taken out by the New Zealand Company. 

1308. Was a proper Proportion of the Sexes maintained in that Emigration ? 

Pretty generally it was. 

1309. Were they a mixed Class of Emigrants, English, Irish, and Scotch, or 

were they exclusively of any one Class ? „ , , 

They were mixed, English, Irish, and Scotch. There were a Nuniber ot 
casual Emigrants ; a few had paid for their own Passage ; and there were inter- 
mediate Passengers and Cabin Passengers. 

1310. How many Cabin Passengers? 

Fourteen. 

1311. Was your Voyage satisfactory ? 

I cannot say that it was ; it was a long Voyage, and tlie Emigrants suffered 
considerably from the Ship being badly found in Stores ; indeed, if it had not 
been for my private Stores the Casualties w'ould have been greater as it was 
we lost Nineteen. 



1312. Had you occasion to put in upon your Voyage to refit or to get 
Supplies of Stores ? 

Discoveries were made by some of the Emigrants that the Water had been 
dealt out to them unfairly, and we were short of Water. The Surgeon had not 
done his Duty so closely as was necessary to protect the Emigrants. They 
appealed to me for Redress; and upon taking the Stock of Water I found that 
there was a Chance, if we went upon short Commons, of getting to the End of 
our Journey without the Delay and Expense of calling at the Cape. We made 
a vei-y short Voyage till we got into the Latitude of Van Diemen’s Land, and 
I found then that the W'ater had still fallen short, although we had then caught 
Three Days Rain-water and we had gone upon short Commons, but W'e arriveil 
off Van Diemen’s Land with Nine Gallons of Water only, and 297 Souls on 
board. We got in at Night. Governor Sir John Franklin afterwards told me 
that it was a Miracle we did get in, for he had known Vessels to be often 
Sixteen or Eighteen Days in getting in after making the Land. 



1313. Do you recollect whether that Vessel prior to her sailing had been 
subject to any Inspection under the Passenger Act, with relation to the Supply 
of Water and other Stores? 

I am afraid I can hardly answer that. There was an Officer appointed by 
the Emigration Committee, and I presume that it was so. TJiere was the 
Tjmhus Fever on hoard, but there was no Brandy in Store. There was some 
in Cargo, but the Captain refused to break Bulk. 

1314. Under that State of Things was there any Difficulty in preserving Autho- 
rity in the Ship, and by whom was it that Authority'and Discipline was mainly 
preserved ? 

As far as I could exert my Influence in paying Attention to the Emigrants, 
I had Authority ; but we were for Ten Days in a State of Mutiny, and the 
Passengers did the Duty of the Ship. No Work was done by the Sailors for 
Ten Days. 



1315. Had the Surgeon no Authority ? 

He had lost all Influence. 

1316. Do you -remember what the Passage Money per Head was for an 
ordinary Emigrant ? 

I think it was 171. or 18/. My Passage Money was Two hundred Guineas, 
Others of the Passengers varied from 120/. to 1 60/, 

ISI 7 . Where 
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1317. Where did you land on reacliingNew Zealand? Salsieeil,Eiq.. 

I landed at Wellington, at Port Nicholson. 3^ A^i's+s.: 

1318. What Situation did you hold upon landing at Wellington ? 

I can scarcely say that 1 held any. I immediately proceeded -within a Week 

to Auckland, to report myself to the Governor. 



ISI9. Did you subsequently obtain any Colonial Appointment ? 

I was appointed a Member of the Legislative Council, and in that Capacity I 
drew and assisted to introduce the first Six Bills for the future Regulation of the 
Colony, which had then become independent of New South Wales. Up to that 
Time it had been a Dependency. 

1320. Who was the Governor at that Time? 

Governor Hobson. 

1321. Were you appointed to any other Situation beyond that as a Member 

of the Legislative Council? « ^ o • - 

Subsequently the Governor appointed me Chairman of the Quarter Sessions 
under one Ordinance, and Commissioner of the Court of Requests under another 
Ordinance, which Ordinances gave me the Power of a Judge. I h^ all the 
Power of the Quarter Sessions as to Criminal Matters, and in the Court of; 
Requests 1 had Jurisdiction to Fifty Pounds without Appeal from my Decision. ■ 
Thi-e was also given to me Authority to arbitrate between Parties willing to 
refer Matters to me to any Amount, without a Jury. 

1322. What was the territorial Boundary of your Jurisdiction ? ^ 

It was a Line supposed >to be drawn from Taranaki to the East Coast, and all 

to the Southward, including the lower Settlements in Stewart Island if any Case 
should arise. 



1323. How long did you remain in the Colony ? ^ 

I think .altogether between Four and Five Years. Those Two Ordinances 
were afterwards amalgamated into one, and I became then me Judge 01 the 
Southern District wdth limited Powers. I had no Power of Life and Death ; 
but I had all the other Powers which the Chairman of Quarter Sessions had. 

I made up the Issues for the Supreme Court. I think in the first Year the 
Amount of Causes reached lS7,000h The Practice was for the Parties to cpme 
before us, and plead viva voce. I made up the Issues between the ; 

and when I was satisfied of the only Question between^ them, they signed the 
Issue either by themselves or their Attorney, and an Appointment was niade 
of the Time when they would have the Cause tried and toe Place, and also 
whether it was a Question of Law or Fact, and then the Chief Justice came 
down and tried those Causes where I had not sufficient Jurisdiction, so toat i 
nrepared toe whole Business, and he had merely to take Evidence before the 
Jury. I had also certain Powers in Equity to grant Injuncttons and ^issolve 
them, and to grant Writs of Arrest for Parties leaving the Colony, and other 
Matters which the Chief Justice in the other Part of the Colony alone did. 

1324. In toe Exercise of those general Functions, had you occasion to visit 

a considerable Portion of the Colony ? „ , t • ' * ‘ 

I did occasionally, between the holding of the Courts. I was anxious to 
aet up Facts, not Opinions, so that I might afterwards put them together, and . 
Slow other Persons to judge of them. Whilst I was at Auckland I made it 
my Business to visit the whole of the North, including the Bay of I^ands. I 
wked over to Waimate, the inland Missionary Settlement, thence to Hokianga, . 
and also to Manakao and to Kaipara Harbours, so that I traversed the whole of 
that Part of the Northern Peninsula. 

1325. What are the Names usually given to the different Islands ? 

They are called North. South, and Stewart’s Island. For legal Purposes, to 
Winch Lm most accustomed, they are called Ulster, Mausteivand Lemster. ^ I 
mentioned to the Governor, by way 

Initials would give the Upper, Middle, and Lower. The whole ot the Noith 
Sd is called®Ulster. the tvhole of the Middle Island is called Munster, and 
the Lower Island is called. Leinster. 

1326. Did you become a Proprietor of Land-whilst you were there ? 

I'piirchased^Land'of the.Company before I had any Intention of going, hut 

I bought none there. 

(46.8.) ^ 
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1327. In what Part of the Colony was your Land situated ? 

My Land was in the first Settlement ; but the greater Part of it I never saw, 
and I do not know to this Day where it is. I know that it is on the Manawatn 
River somewhere, but that is all. 

1328. What other Parts of the Colony did you visit ? 

I landed at Tolega Bay, which is described by. Captain Cook, and I found 
every thing so accurate from, his Soundings that it was scarcely necessary to 
make any Observation. I fdund it perfectly accurate in every respect, even 
the projecting Landmarks. I went up a very fine River, a good Way into the 
Interior, Porty or Pifty Miles. 

1329. Was it navigable ? 

There was a Bar. A Schooner of 100 Tons could go up a considerable 
Way, but could not go over the Bar. 1 was also at Palliser Bay, from Port 
Nicholson to Otake, and at Waikanae, and on the Manawatu Wauganui, and 
I was also in the Interior. 

1330. Did you visit any Portion of the Middle Island.? 

I have been into Port Underwood and the Wairoa Plains, to Nelson, and in 
the Interior. I have coasted along the western Coast from Rocky Point and 
Cape Poulwind to Sandy Point. I have been down to Banks’s Peninsula, to 
Pigeon Bay, and walked over the Mountains to Port Cooper and Port Ashley, 
from the Top of which I saw an immense Plain and Rivers running in the 
Interior, and an extensive Country. I then passed over to Akaroa, wliere the 
French Settlement is ; I found there L’Rhin, the French Frigate, and was 
most hospitably received by the Chevalier Barard and the French Bishop 
Conte Pompellier, who was there at the Time. I cannot speak in too high 
Terms of my Receptiom 

1331. Was Mr. Beligny there at the Time? 

He was there at the Time. I have every Reason to speak highly of him, 
and also of the Way in which the English Authority had been maintained by 
the English Government Resident, Mr. Robinson. 

1332. Did you visit Wellington ? 

I was at Wellington for Four Years ; my official Duties led me there. 

1 333. Did. you visit Petre ? 

1 \nsited Petre, but merely landed, and retumed immediately on board Ship. 

1334'. Whilst you were in New Zealand did you take any Pains to make a 
Census of the Population ? 

It was my first Object on landing to lay out a Plan for getting a correct 
Census. 

1335. What Steps did you take to obtain Information with respect to the 
Numbers of the Population ? 

I first consulted tiie Missionaries, and wrote to’ them. I applied also to the 
Whaling Stati«QS on the Coast, and the Residents who had been located in 
the Island for ®any Years j and the Result I have here in a tabular Form. 
Here is a Con«spondence which serves to explain those Tables, and Map. 
They were originally sent to the local Government, but by some Accident they 
never reached this Country. The New Zealand Company, knowing that these 
Returns had been made, asked me for a Duplicate of them ; and this is a 
Copy of the Duplicates, together with the Correspondence that I had with 
them. If your Lordships will permit me I will put them all in together. 

The same was delivered in. ( Vide Appendix.) 

1336. Can you state the general Results of the total Amount of Population ? 
About 107,000. 

1337. Is that comprehending Europeans and Natives? 

Not Europeans. I take it there are not more than 12,000 Europeans. The 
native Population I made about 107,000. 

1338. How would that be distributed in the Islands ? 

It will be seen from this Map, which is coloured according to the Density, 
that the greater Portion of the Natives crowd to the North, to the wafmest 

, Part. 
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Part. The most densely populated are the Waikato Tribes The most _dense 
Population is on the Western Coast, about Latitude 38 , and it gradually 
diminishes till it reaches Port Nicholson. 



JB'. Uahicell, li^q. 
•3tl April 1848. 



1SS9 Is there much native Population in the Middle Island ? 

There is scarcely any ; they are so dispersed as not to amount to any thing 
in Effect. A great Number are about Otako and Banks’s Peninsula ; in fact 
they always come where there are White Settlements. 

134.0. What do you consider may be taken as the total Number of the 
Native Population of the Middle Island ? ^ i . a • 

^ plther more than 4,000, but the great Portion of those are located in 
Cook’s Straits. They pass backwards and forwards across the Straits. There 
are a great many Whaling Stations there. 

1341. Can you state the Area of the Middle Island in which those 4,000 

^Tt 'is ^abou't^half the entire. I think there are Ninety odd Millions of Acres 
in the whole. 



1342. On your landing in the Colony what was the Rate of Wages which 

you found there ? 

For Mechanics, 10s. a Day. 



1343. And for Labourers ? 
6s. and 5s. ; it varied. 



1344. When you say “ Mechanics,” do you mpn highly skilled Mechanics, 
or ordinarv MeAamcs, siich' as Catpentefs' and Bricklayers ? . . . 

Maw okhem were very skilful others became Ca^enters on ar^ving there. 
A^^vho went out witfi me, who was a Gun-carnage Maker, sdnn became 
a Carpenter at 10s. a Day. 

1S4B. Were those Emigrants indifferently taken from the different Parts of 

‘'’'rLTw^e^mkera thfcountyrf Ken^ were sent 

ouffrom various Parishe! and Unions ; some came from Scotland, who happened 
to have been located in England ; and some were Insh. 



uccii ... o « . . 

1346. Did you make any Observation with reject to the relative Capacity 

sh™irprS”he IrisTto the“ Scotch The 

they became good Labourers, and remained so. 

1347. The Scotch were more thrifty, and made Investments for themselves 

™?he7all became Sawyers in a very short Time. Sawyers conid earn H or 
8/ u "Week. 

iTLb^uZ" InSaSthe Scotch. There happened to be many 
offhem wXme’in my own Ship, and I watched their Progress. 

Cffderly ? 

No Difficulty at all. mr 

1350. IVas there any Prrferen^^^ 






there was no picking 

Irish. 



0 scarce that tney were giau gvw . 

1 think perhaps the harder Work would be done by tbe 



1351. Were there any ^tenchmen or Gemans ? 

TherewhereafewGermanSatPortNichol , tft me. “Fifty 

T asked Belieny how many he had got tner^aoQ 
miserable People?^ There were about Twenty Germans. 1352. You 

(46.8.) * ® 
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1 352. You also filled thfe Office of Protector of the Aborigines ? 

I did, without Emolument or Pay. I bore my own Expenses. 

1353. Did that Position, as well as your judicial Functions, bring you much 
into contact with the native Population ? 

Constantly ; I had them always with me. My Table was always open to 
any Natives that came properly dressed ; and I generally had Half a Dozen, if 
they came clean and wore the Clothes I had given them. 

1354. "Were there any of them in your Employment either as Servants or as 
Labourers? 

' I employed them occasionally; but they were not constant, I Oould not 
depend upon them. In the Morning, generally, from Seven to Ten o’Cloch, 
whilst I was at Breakfast, I had a Sort of Arbitration Court, between the 
Natives themselves, and between the White Men and them, and between them 
and the White Men, as the Case might be ; and at Ten o’Clock 1 went into 
ray own Court. 

1355. Were those good Offices on your Part, in acting as Arbitrator between 
tliem, Offices performed .with the Consent of both Parties, and voluntary both 
on your Part and on theirs ? 

Quite so. I had no judicial Authority over them ; but they chose tb appeal 
to me. 



1356. Did you find tliat, generally speaking, there was a Disposition bn their 
Part to acquiesce in your Judgment ? 

Generally speaking there was. There were a few Instances where it was 
not so. I will mention One Instance. The Natives required more Payment 
than a White Man was disposed to give after having made a Bargain ; it was for 
the Removal of Timber from one End of the Harbour to the otlier, and the 
White Man had packed the Timber so close that the Natives were mistaken in 
the Quantities. They offered to carry them for Two Sovereigns ; but when they 
found there were Three Loads instead of Two, they demanded Three when they 
got them to the End, to which the White Man demurred. The Case was 
brought before me ; and I ruled that the Natives were entitled to Two only; 
but I wkhed to teach them that they should be very cautious in making their 
Bargains, and take care to know what they were about, and I thought that this 
would make an Impression upon them. They were not satisfied with my 
Decision. 



IS 57 . How did they show their Dissatisfaction? > 

. Two or Three Days afterwards the White Man came and brought one of 
them before me. He said, “ I have a Complaint against the Natives ; thev have 
“ taken the Timber from where they deposited it, and they have carried’ it, all 
“ back, and placed it in the same Position where it originally was, rather than 
“ take tlm Two Sovereigns.” I said, “ I cannot disturb my Judgment.'; at the 
“ same Time, the White Man intended to deceive you; but you must be 
" cautious of your Bargains.” I said, “You must take this into consideration, 
“ It appeai-8 that you have deprived this Man of the Sale of his Timber, 
“ and therefore you have done him an Injury; the Person to whom lie 
rp,^ , 1° because it has not been delivered in Time.” 

1 hey left It as it was ; but they said that what I said was right, that it was good 
-lalk. But geuer^ly speaking, I never found them demur to my Decision 
-either m priv^e or in Court. When a Native was tried I took care generally 
to have some Chief on the Bench with me. In one important Case the Bishop 
was on the Bench, and Two of the leading Chiefs were on, the Bench with me • 

I had everything entirely translated, to them, even the Speeches of .Counseb 
1 assigned Counsel to the Native. The Evidence was read over seriatim, and 
eventua ly the Jury found the Prisoner guilty. The naUve Chiefs were satis- 
fied with the \ erdict, and wished me to hand him over to them, that thev 
might kdl hiin themselves in their own Pah. I said “ No ; my Sentence has 
^^-•gone forth, it is Two Months Imprisonment ; it is a sufficient Degradation to 
mm. If It had been a White Man I should have transported him for Ten Years.' 



™ a lighter Punishment to a 

Man™ ■ ‘ adjudged if he liad been a White 



; ™ the first Jilace generally to make them understand out taw. If 

•• was, 
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was averyseverePanishmentfor a Native; he lost his Caste; he was turned out 

of his Pah ; he was the Nephew, of one of the most pwerfu Chiefs in the , 3^3 

Place, and he would not receive him again. It was a Degradation for Life. _ 

When Governor Fitzroy came into the Harbour, he had heard at Auckland that 
I liad a Native in Gaol. Pie said, “ I mean to release that Native.” I said, “ Sir 
“ it is with you an Act of Grace, I presume, upon your first landing, m which 
“ Case I take it that the whole of the Prisoners will be entitled to die same 
“ Grace.” Hesaid“Yes. How many have you got ? Isaid, TheShenffcp 
‘ ■ tell you that ; he knows how many. I cannot tell.” It ended m releasing the 
whole of the Prisoners, and that Native afterwards committed a Pheft tor which 
he was ashamed to face either the People or the Law, and he shot himself with 
his Gun through the Heart. a 

l.S5q. Then although the Punishment which you adjuthcated m the Case 
of a Native was apparently lighter than would have fallen upon a European in 
the same Situation, the social Consequences to the Native were far more severe? 

■ Quite so. . 

1360. Are the Committee to conclude from the Example you have given 
that there is sufficient Intelligence in the Minds of the Natives to have a clear 

Perception of the Principles of Law and Justice ? , u , 

■ I am quite sure of that. I used to tell them that if they came constantly to 
me for Protection hy the Law, they were amenable for any Breach of it. 1-hat 
they perfectly understood. X will mention the Case of a very intelligent Native 
Penitb to show the Acuteness of those People. I had put a Man into the 
Stocks because he got drunk. This Native said “I know a better Plan than 
that.” “ How so?” ” Why do not you put the Man in the Stocks who made 
the Rum ?” 

1361. Is there an Acknowledgment on the Part of the Natives of the Rights 

of Property and a Disposition to acquiesce s them ? 

Always,'^ as far as my Experience has gone. Upon one Occasion a Chief, 

Te Rlnga Kuri, who sat upon the Bench with me, after I had given the 
his Sentence, inquired whether the Person upon whorn_ tlie Robbery had been 
committed had recovered his Property. I said, ‘ Yes. He said. You must 
“ give these Three Sovereigns from me, as his Chief, to your Queen as Payment 
.• for the moral Offence.” I said, “ That is suEBc.enfty provided for ; you must 
“ put your Money into your locket. The moral Offence is satisfied by the 
“ Pumshment which I have given.” 

1362. Is there any Sense of religious Obligation amongst the native 

^“I’heThrLian Code is obeyed as a Code of Morals very closely, except when 
their particular Interests are concerned, and then I have found they are not so 
scrupulous as I should like to have seen them. I have known Instances where, 
in the Face of the most direct Evidence, some Men of very high Caste, knowing 
well the Nature of an Oath, liave deliberately perjured themselves. 

1363. In the Jury Trial to which you have referred was the Jury altogether 

formed of Persons unconnected with the native Races, and who consequently 
might be suspected as having no Sympathy witli their Interest . , i , 

No. It so happened, that I recognized Three among the Jury who had 
married native Wfomen, and were therefore identified with native Interests ; it. 
was almost like a Jury of Half Foreigners. It was clear to me that their Verdict 
was a just one ; and ff they had any Doubt they would have given the Benefit 
of it to the Native. 

1364. Are there many mixed Marriages ? 

Many. 

1365. What is the Character of the Offspring; are they a fine Race? 

A particularly fineJiandsome Race, and very intelligent. 

1366. The Approximation of the mixed Race is rather to tlie European- 

*'Tt1s'’lirt\“p-takes chiefly of the Europ^n. , Thei-e are no 
M^riages that I am aware of with White Women ; *e Marriages are alsvays 

of White Men with tlie coloured Race. , h , ' ' 

(46.8.)- • S a 1367 You. 
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IS67. You observed with respect to a critninal Case that came before you, 
that if it had been a European you would have transported him. What is 
the Place of Transportation from New Zealand ? 

Van Diemen's Land. Under the Act I have transported many. One Man 
in particular that I had tried at the Sessions here I recognized again, and sent 
him back ; he had escaped. 

1868. You said that in a Case where a Man bad been put in the Stocks for 
Drunkenness, the Suggestion of the Native was that it would have been more 
just to have put the Distiller in the Stocks than the drunken Man. Is the usual 
Disposition towards spirituous Liquors which exists in most savage Tribes 
prevalent in New Zealand ? 

Not at all. The Natives, generally speaking, have a great Abhorrence of 
Spirits ; they take Beer or Wine, or Wine and Water, but they call Spirits 
dirty bad Water and wicked Water ; they fancy that it makes People mad and 
commit Excesses ; they have seen the Effects of it upon the Sailors. There 
are Instances in which they drink Spirits. 1 have seen one Chief drink a 
Quart of Spirits in the Course of an Afternoon. I had Three Days Interview 
with Rangiha'eata upon the Occasion of his breaking down some Mills, and 
during my Interview with him, which lasted Three Days, he drank a Quart of 
Brandy every Day without its having any visible Effect upon him. 

1369. Is there much Dissoluteness among the Natives, and are the same 
Consequences to Health found among them which have been found among 
otlier savage Tribes of that Description ? 

There is a great deal, but not so much as formerly ; the Missionaries have 
been able through their teaching to prevent a great deal of it j but still there 
is a gi-eat deal of Disease amongst the Women, and strumous Diseases are 
very prevalent among the Natives. 

IS70. Do you attribute their Abstinence from Spirits to Instruction on the 
Part of the Missionaries or to their natural Disposition ? 

To both those Causes, and also to the general Advice of the Settlers. The 
Settlers generally are kindly disposed to them, and give them the best Advice 
and Assistance. 

I87I. Are any of those Diseases prevalent among the native Population 
which have carried off so many savage Tribes ; for instance, the Small-pox ? 

There is no Instance of the Small-pox, I believe, ever being there, either 
amongst the Europeans or the Natives. The “ Martha Ridgway” Ship came 
in with the Small-pox on board, but it entirely ceased at the End of Two 
Days. It so happened that I had brought out some Vaccine Virus with me, 
and distributed it amongst the Medical Gentlemen ; and I proposed that the 
Natives should be vaccinated. After some Demur they agreed, because if 
any of them had died, or any Disease had been induced, the Penalty would 
have been very severe upon me. They said if I would be vaccinated first 
they would all follow. Of course I bared my Arm, and was vaccinated, and 
tliey all followed. It rose pretty well generally. 

1372. Is there an Absence of other infantine Diseases as well as Small-pox? 

There are no Diseases incidental to Children, either amongst Natives or 
Europeans, that I have ever seen ; no Hooping Cough, Measles, or Sn>all-pox ; 
none of the Diseases that generally visit Children. 

1S73* Were the Natives paid Wages for the Labour that they gave ? 

I proposed to give them Half a Crown a Day, which was high Wages for 
them, for they were not equal in Value to Half a Crown a Day. Their Labour 
was not regular ; they would go away ; they would sleep ; they would carve 
their Canoes and Stakes, and then come back to work ; there was no -regular 
Work to be expected from them ; sometimes they would absent themselves for 
Two or Three Days together. My Object was to get them to see that they 
could earn Wages j that they might gain a Subsistence by Industry. 

1374. Were there no White Labourers in the Colony that were paid less than 
10«. a Day for skilled Labour, and 6s. a Day for ordinary Labour? 

That was at the Beginning ; Wages fell very materially afterwards. There 
were some Men that I reproached upon one Occasion for drinking Champagne 
with their Skittles j they said that they earned it fairly, and had a Right to 

spend 
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j -f o. thov nli.a<iprl I said, “ You may ; but some Day or other you will JS- HaU^ Bit 
‘J* Mme to me,^and say that I gave you very good Advice.” Those same Men ^^,5, ,5^5. 

came to me afterwards and worked for Ss. a Day ; Labour had sunk so low at 

the Time. I used to endeavour to balance Ae Labour and the Capiml m every 
nossible Way; therefore, instead of taking Kent for a few Acres of ^and that 
I had in the Town, the Tenants paid me in Labour. The Man got what he 
leouLd It my Tenants Shops, such as Tea, Sugar and Meat, and then he had 
I hlote for tiL Amount and worked it out in Labour, so that no Money, 



1375. Then at the Time of your leaving New Zealand, the ordinary Wages 

of Labour were about 35. a Lay • ^ - n,r i. • .m rm* ks 

At the Time I left that was about the Price. Mechanics still ^ot 5s. 

1376. Was not the earlier Period, when the Wages were higher Period 
when Capital was most abundant and the Disposition to build at Wellington 
was most rife ? 

1377' To’ that at that Period there was an extraoidinary Supply of Means. 

for iti and then he had the Means of doing it. 

1378.. Was, not tbejall^m m^es 

?rI^|ffS going to Chili or to Navigators 

^'’rs79. Reverting to the Case of the Natives.^ was the native Population a 
Population that consumed British Manufactures . 

Very considerably. 

1380. What were the Branches of British Manufactures which they .were 
”c£g of every Description. Tobacco, Arms, and Ammu- 

™?3srZe!Cs and Ammunition especially an Obiect of Desire on the 
Part of the Natives? 

Particularly so, amongst most ot them. . 

Sale. 

1384. Did they obtain a Supply of Arms through any Foreign Ships 

"tenX't'« Americans and some of foe French Whaler. ^ 

1385. What Part “f ‘he Colony w^s chiefly Southward. 

Cook’s Straits, Cloudy pF. to calve The Whalers start from 

The Whales come into the fct-to the Calf, and then 

foe Shore as soon as they see the C™' in taking her afterwards, 

the Cow follows, and they -u .jestroy the Whale Fishery there;. 

But that is a Process which ultimately 

indeed I am told that foe Whales are now graduaUy ieavm„ 



(46.8.) 
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1386. Is the Whale Fishery mainly in the Hands of the Americans, or do 
we participate in it to any considerable Extent ? 

Not equally. I have generally found that out of Six Whalers the Proportion 
would be about Three Americans to Two French and One English Whaler. 

1387. To what Circumstances do you attribute the Superiority in point of 
Numbers of the American and French Ships as compared with the English ? 

The Facility of Outfit from America I take to be one Cause ; and the French 
allow a Bounty, which is another Reason. 

1388. From what Place is tlie British Fishery carried on, from New South 
Wales or from England ? 

It is from England ; some from New South Wales. Mr. Enderby has the 
principal Whale Concern. 

1389. Has any Attempt ever been made to carry on the Whale Fishery from 
any Part of Ireland ? 

I think I have heard that from Cork there has been a Whaler or. Two fitted 
out. 

1390. Did not the original Settlement of New Zealand, before it was organized 
by the British Government, and an official Representative of the Crown was 
appointed, consist a good deal of W”halers and of some runaway Convicts and 
dissolute People from New South Wales ? 

Escaped Convicts, runaway Sailors, and such like Persons. On examining 
some Statistics which I saw in New South Wales I found that there were 
19,000 Convicts who were presumed to have had Tickets of Leave and had not 
returned. 

1391. It is hardly necessary to ask whether that original Population was not 
gi’eatly inferior in moral Position and Character to the Population which has 
since been supplied by Emigration ? 

No doubt they were very inferior, but some of them were eager to gain some 
religious Books which I carried with me. 

1392. Do not you think it of great Importance that the numerical Proportion 
of European Emigrants Settlers should be increased as compared with the 
original Settlers, whose Character was of an inferior Class ? 

There can be no Doubt of that. 

1393. Do you conceive that the Insecurity which has existed in the Colony 
in relation to proper Means of Defence against an Attack of Natives has been 
a Check to the Improvement of the Colony, and the Settlement of the Land ? 

I think so, decidedly. 

1394. Is it one of the main Checks ? 

I think it is. Very early in my Experience I strongly recommended a 
Demonstration of physical Force, for I foresaw, and in my Reports forewarned 
Mr. ShorLland, what the Consequences would be. 

1395. Do you conceive that in that respect likewise an additional Number 
of European Emigrants, by giving more Concert, and more Power of Resistance 
against a native Attack, would have considerable Eftect in advancing the 
Interests of the Colony ? 

I think it would decidedly. 

1S96. You have stated that you visited other Parts of the Colony in the 
Manner you described. Had you then the Means of observinff tlie Oualitv of 
tile Soil? ” . 

I had. The Soil varies very much, but I tliiiik the Advantage of the Country 
is the Climate. You have got Vegetables growing to an enormous Size ; you 
see Cabbages growing quite close to the Sea Shore, with a Heart as hiv as 
Eighteen Inches in Diameter. Vegetation thrives so amazingly that it is 
almost incredible. Radishes much larger than Mangel Wurzel, as h\<y as 
my Leg. The Fuschia is a large Timber Tree. There the Myrtle is a farc^e 
Timber Tree, blossoming twice a Year. The whole Country is luxuriant "o 
the utmost Degree; you see eveiy Variety of Tint and Shape of Leaf: all 
«ie frees are semper virens. 

l^gri Is 
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1397. Is this increased Power of Vegetation exhibited in changing Plants 

which in Europe are annuals into perennials? u 

Yes • I had Barley -which became perennial. 1 took no rains witb it ; it 
was cut down, and the next Year it grew out of the s^e Root, with a great 
Encrease of Grasses, and it bore equally well ; and the Third Y^r it bore but 
the Ear not so long and not so well ; but certainly Uie Third Year would be 
a fair Limit Beans the same j the common Scarlet Bean was more luxuriant 
in the Second Year than the Eirst ; and the Third Year it came up agam. 

1398. Was the Quality of the Grain good? , ■ .u i 

The Barley does not contain such a Quantity of sacclianne Matter,, so that 
the Grain is not so good for malting. They can make Malt very well on 
account of the Climate. 

1300. Was the Wheat good? v-,. , i t 

Eemarkably good. It grows exceedingly high in Port Nicholson. I never 
found the Wheat laid. The Stalk is so exceedingly strong that it has the 
Power of resisting any ordinary Wind. 

1400. Do you think there is the Power of extending the Cultivation of 

Wheat from the Character of the Soil ? ^ . j -n i 

Yes • the Natives are growing it in large Quantities now, and will supply 
the Population, I have no Doubt. One of the gr^test Boons you could give 
them was Grain. I gave them a great Quantity of Wheat Seed. 

1401. The Process of clearing is very difficult in New Zealand ? 

The clearing of the Forest is exceedingly difficult, but generally speaking, 
there is no Tap Root. The Roots run along the Surface, and it is not very 
difficult to get them up. 

1402. Is not there a large Quantity of Tree Fern ? 

In some Parts ; but that is not difficult to eradicate. 

1403. Are not the Roots of those arborescent Ferns exceedingly difficult 

‘°|-0 °they rot very soon. The Swamps and low Places abound with Flax. 
That ’is very easily ploughed up, and makes an excellent Soil. 

1404. AVlien you say “ Flax,” do you mean European Elax, or the Phormiom 
tenax ? 

The Phormium tenax. 

' 1405. Has that been turned to any account ? 

I believe not. The Natives formerly cultivated it. I could trace that trom 

seeing it in Rows. 

1406 You have spoken of the Timber. Is not the Timber of New Zealand 
much more profitable Timber than the ordinary Timber of the Voods of New 

thev are too hard. The Kauri Timber does not grow South of 
the^Thame^’, there is none grown in the Southern Part of the Island ; but the 
Kauri Gum is found in large Quantities to the South. 

1407. The Kauri Timber is that which is in use for Admiralty Purposes 

It I have seen them growing 90 or 100 Feet high without a Branch. 

1408. There is a regular Demand for those, and Ships are sent out annually 

for^th™ Difficulty in getting them, from the Want of Facility of 

'^^1409^ Is there a considerable Quantity of Timber in New Zealand which is 

huTSll it Iffid be impossible to get it The Expense of Transport would be 
more than it is worth in this Country. 

1410. Therefore, assuming the Cost of clearing 
New Zealand than in the Australian Colonies, the Profit by the Value o 
Timber would be more ? 

I think it would, certainly. - , 

(46.8.;) I 



E. Halsicdl, Esq, 
Sd AdHI 1848. 
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1411. With respect to Woo], what is the Quality of the Wool in New 
Zealand ? 

The Staple is long and fine, and the Tacility of washing it is great. Rivers 
and Rivulets abound in all Directions, and there is no Drought, so that the 
Sheep as well as the Wool thrive ; they have no occasion to slaughter them on 
account of the Want of Pasture or the Want of Water. 

1412. Have you formed any Estimate of the Proportion of Area between 
the Area of Surface and the Number of Sheep ; that is to say, what Number 
of Aa’es would be necessary to support a given Number of Sheep in New 
Zealand as compared with New South Wales ? 

I think it is exactly in a reverse Ratio with New South Wales; One Acre 
would support Three or Pour Sheep in New Zealand, and it would take Three 
or Four Acres to support One Sheep in New South Wales. 

141S. Has there been any Discovery of mineral Wealth in New Zealand ? 

Very much so ; large Lodes of Copper have been discovered. In the North 
the precious Metals no doubt will be found. Manganese abounds everywhere. 
Indeed there was a German Doctor who came out who produced a Tea-cup 
full of small Rubies fit for a Watchmaker, which he had found on the 
Manawatu River. I was not present when he found them, but he brought 
them down. I saw the Rubies. 



1414. With respect to Coal, has that been found to any Extent? 

There is Abundance of Coal in the South at Wanganui in Massacre Bay. 

1415. Do those Coal Fields approach navigable Rivers or the Sea? 

They are all on the Coast. I believe the Dip is about 45°, from what I 
saw at Massacre Bay. 



1416. Is the Coal capable of being raised without sinking any very deep 
Shafts ? 

It is quite on the Surface at present ; it abounds with Sulphur, so tliat it 
discolours any lackered Furniture or Work that there may be in Houses but 
it is admirable for Steamers. 

1417. It is used for the Purposes of Steam Navigation, and found to 
answer ? 

It is. 

1418. Is it bituminous Coal or sulphureous Coal? 

Rather sulphureous Coal. 

1419. Do you know whether it partakes of the Character of some of tiie 
oriental Coals which have the Property of spontaneous Combustion ? 

I have heard it said so, but I cannot speak from my own Knowledge. 

1420. It has been used for Steamers ? 

So I have understood. 

1421. Are the Rivers in New Zealand large and abundant? 

The Manawatu is a splendid River, which falls into Cook’s Straits It runs 
up into the Interior. I rvent up Ninety or a Hundred Miles to the Falls 
T here is a Bar ; but there is a Passage between the Sandbanks. 

1402. Is there Depth of Water for Vessels of considerable Tonna=-e 

I sounded all the Way for about Seventy Miles, and there was from Four to 
Six Fathoms of Water close in shore. 1 was very much struck with what -i 
Native sard whom we fell in with up that River, "quite alone. He .said that 
winch means “ This would make very good Wharfage that is. Shins could 
come quite close to the Shore. ^ 



1423. Is there any Deficiency of Water experienced in New Zealand 
analogous to the Deficiency complained of in Australia ^ 

Not at all. Rivers and Rivulets are abundant. The Rain is occasionally 
SugM ’ ^ nothing in the Shape of 

Wlttfr - 

In all Directions there is Abundance of Water Power. 

1425. Have 
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. 1425. Have there been any Saw Mills established for the Purpose of con- E.HaUj^.E.,. 
verfng Timber g ' 

i HIT 4 . a li\r Mr Kebble for sawing Timber ; but lie lias lately 

bel.fdXSbT hfN’^ivta^™ " 

Abuntoce of Water Power, and Saw Mills have been erected. 

1406 From your wide Experience, and your Visits to different ^rts of the 
rnnntrv are you able to say whether there is any considerable Quantity of 
S now unoccupied which would be applicable for the Purposes ofEmigra- 

*'°Alraif wkhoirt Umit. There is an immense Quantity of unoccupied Land 
which can never be occupied by us. 

1407 From your Observation do you conceive that those unoccupied Lands 
are fo many Cases of such Fertility as to afford the Prospect of profitable 

Cultivation? 

No doubt of it. 

1428 You went into the Interior ? i.« +Uo 

Not very far into the Interior. The Vegetation approaches close to the Sea 

Shore. 

140 Q From the Mountain Heights which you may have passed over, were 
you ahk to see extensive Plains in the Distance which appeared to you to afford 

’“CtiSftt M°d7f£d^ also in the Neighbourhood of Wellington 
At Wv Miles from Wellington there is an immense Plain reaching from 
Pallilfw» the Inferior, where the Natives never go from Supei- 
stition. Thqi call it the Land of the Witches. 

14 in With respect to the Middle Island, which you have stated to comprise 
1 ArL of the Colony, do you conceive that the Natives there, 

S few fo n“ as you liave^tatea them to be, are any formidable 

Difficulty in the Way of Purchase that was made from 

He kept aWhite Man as Clerk 

w^as, that as he was steeung > afterwards learnt from his Brother 

perish, and said, “ That is your Payment for the Land. 

1431. In the Case you have just mentioned you have alluded to a Native 
having employed a European as his Servant and Cleik . 

Yes I saw his Books when I was theie. 

seen produced in Courts of Justice. 

after Claims. There never was a Sale ^ade b^ 

set up, and therefore at Otako eff^tna j^troyed all their Pahs and 

Kecurrence of that; to make it effectual they aescruy 
Burial Places. 

rr n 1434i. Mas 
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14,34, Was there not a Government Officer sent to preside over the Trans- 
action, so that the Proof of official Testimony would be a Bar to any future 

*"'There was an Officer sent down, hut that would not prevent the Natives 
setting up a Claim. 



14, 3S. Do not you conceive that having the Agreement completed betweeii 
the Buyer and the Seller in the Presence of a Person who is entirely impartial 
and disinterested, and representing the Law and the Government, gives a 
better Chance of the Seller being satisfied than when the Buyer and Seller are 

left to matte their own Bargain ? • , -d • a ■ 

Decidedly. I never knew an Instance of a private Bargain made in that 
Way holding. 



1436. Practically speaking, the Otako Sales have been satisfactory, and there 
has been no Disturbance ? -o • .u e 

Up to the Time I left there was no Dispute. But in the Case of the 
Government Sales at Auckland, although it was done by the Governor, Pomare 
the Chief was very much dissatisfied, particularly when he saw at the Auction 
those Lands producing so high a Price. 



1437. Will you describe the System of Government Sales which prevailed 
in your Time, and how it was that with the Quantity of unoccupied Lands 
that you have described. Lands in New Zealand could fetch so high a Piice ? 

When it was announced that the Government intended to sell Land, and to 
form a Settlement on the Thames River at Auckland, a Number of Persons 
of Capital came from Sydney; a small Portion unfortunately was put up; the 
Competition was great, and therefore it fetched very high Prices. 



1438. What was the maximum Price for favourite Lots ? 

I recollect a Mr. Todd giving for a favourite Lot at the Rate of nearly 1,200/. 
an Acre ; there were only Two or Three Perches of it. It was presumed to 
be a Corner, and although it was all on Paper, and the Corner was difficult to 
find, it fetched that Price. 



1439. Was the Town cofnmenced then ? 

The Town had been commenced partially ; they were rather Squatters than 
any thing else. The Government House was erected, and the Government 
Officers had Allotments made to them, and they had to pay the Price of the 
average Sales of the surrounding Land, which was hardly just, because they 
took the best Spots, and those that were left would scarcely be worth the 
avemge Price of that which was taken first. 



1440. Did the System prevail in New Zealand which prevailed in other Parts 
of the Australian Colonies, of making the maximum Price of One Sale the 
minimum Price of the Sale succeeding? 

I think not. The Pact is, that the great Purchasers were People of Capital 
from Sydney. The poorer Settlers were not able to give large Sums ; but those 
were retailed out afterwards by the Sidney Men. The Settlers expended all 
their Capital in this, and the Sydney Men took away the Profit. 

1441. Did the Contrast between the original Price paid to the Natives and 
those high Rates at which the Land w’as afterwards sold create any Dissatis- 
faction in the Minds of the Natives ? 

It did very much indeed. Pomare came into the Auction Room and said, 
“ This is not just, Mr. Governor, to buy my Land for a Trifle, for a Pair of 
“ Trowsers and a Blanket, and then to sell them at this enormous Rate. I 
“ have had explained to me what was going on ; I must have the Difference.” 
“ What do you wish ?” w^ asked. He said “ I must have the Government 
“ Brig, and Forty Horses to begin with.” 



1442. The Mode of Sale was by Auction ? 

Yes. The first Sale produced 28,000/. In the Estimate for the next Year 
it was put down at 30,000/. or more ; it reached 10,000/. only ; and the Third 
Year it only reached 3,000/., because in fact all the Settlers Capital was 
exhausted. There was another Cause. A very large Tract of Land had been 
granted to Mr. Clendon. A Sale was made by him to the Government of a 
small Portion of the Bay of Islands where the Government had intended first 

to 
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to fix the Capital, for which he was to have IS.OOO/. S.OOOh was paid to him, i‘!f- 

and 10,0001. remained. It was suggested that he should tahe 10,000 Acres tor gj 

it He did so, and he resold it for Half a Crown an Acre, or any Price that he 

could get ; and that put a Stop to the Government Sales. 

14.43. Do you think that the Government Sales were also materially impeded 
by the Difficulty of obtaining Titles ? 

Yes. 

1444. At the present Moment have the Parties who are in Possession of the 
Land in the Neighbourhood of Wellington, Titles? 

No. No Crown Grant has been issued yet. 

144.5. Has there been any considerable Outl^r in llTllington or its Neigh- 
bourhood on the Part of the present Possessors of those Lands? 

Enormons. , I should say Half a Million of Money at least 

1446 Has. the Effect of the Want of Titles there, connected with the Outlay 
that has already taken place, been a great Check to V, ellington and its Neigh- 

’’°No°dmibt, a very great Check. I know that many have left in consequence ; 
all that could leavJdid; and I believe that many would have gone there if the 
Land Titles had been perfected. 

1447 Will you be so good as to state whether, when a Title is to be made 
out in New ZeaZd upon the Transfer of Land, it is to be made out according 
to the ordinary Buies of English Conveyancing as between European ami 

European ? ^ Conveyancing Ordinance, and the convey- 

anSt is mSe agreeably to that Ordinance. The Conveyance or the Grant 
is registered, and the Register is a good Title. 

14.48. Is there not a Deed executed between the Parties ? 

In the first instance. 

1419 Is that Deed registered according to the Formalities of English Law ? 

1 cannot sZak so much as to Wellington, because we had no Crown Grants 
thereTand St the Practice was at Auckland, not bmng there, I cannot say. 

1450 What is the Character of the Surveying Department in New Zealand ; 

Is there mry Surveying Department in New Zealand as there is in Australia? 

Yes 5 I believe a veiy efficient one. 

1451. Are you aware whether a preliminary Survey is made and is indis- 
pensable before the Purchase of Lands ? 

Certainly. 

g^a^Mst, do ye’ll consider that there is,a Want of Labour which could 

I.at the Setders would 

be most glad to be supplied with it 

1453. Do you place any assignable Limits to that beyond the Extent of the 

™rtrettol?f slZfdleep pace with Capitol; that Labour would produce 
Capitol, and tliat Capital again would produce Labour. 

1454. Is not the Want of Labour one of the greatest Discouragements that 

acquire a greater Command of to acquire it. Still, I 

There is a great Desire on the Part ™ with the Labour 

feXT-sB-"- 

r-ji q 1450. Y. oultl 
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1456. Would that be the Case in the Middle Island j would native Labour 
compete much there? 

Certainly not. I consider the Middle Island much more eligible for Settlers 
than the Northern j the Climate is more congenial and more likely to suit our 
Constitution than the Northern Island. The Northern Island is so warm that 
the Effect of it is seen upon the next Generation, so that the Families of the 
Missionaries partake very much of the Habits of the Natives; they become 
languid and subject to Lassitude, and have very little Energy. 

1457 . Can you state any Fact proving the Disposition of the Colonists 
themselves to acquire greater Command of European Labour? 

I found Servants so few, and tlieir Wages so high, that I suggested to 
Governor Hobson that if a certain Number of Persons could be found willing 
to pay Part of the Passage, a Number might be sent from the Refuge for the 
Destitute, of which I liad a Knowledge as a Governor and a Member of the 
Committee of Management. I suggested that 10/. should be advanced by 
Persons requiring Servants to assist their Passage out; 51. of which was ulti- 
mately to be repaid by the Emigrant to the Person at the Expiration of a 
certain Term of Apprenticeship. I proposed that Fifteen Girls, and the same 
Number of Boys, should come out, and that the 3/. required to make up the 
Passage Money for each should be paid by the Institution in London ; that 
they should be not exceeding Sixteen Years of Age on landing ; and after an 
Apprenticeship of Five Years, at the Expiration of that Term they would be 
of Age, and in possession of 25/. 5l. would repay Part of their Passage, and 
then they would have a small Capital to begin Life with. 

1458. W'as that carried into effect ? 

The Suggestion went home, but it was not favourably received, and Fifty 
Parkhurst Boys were sent out instead. 

1459. AVhat was the Result ? 

Not so good as I could wish. I tried myself several of them ; and we found 
that where they were placed in general they were rather injurious to the 
Colony than otherwise. 

1460. In point of Morals ? 

In point of Morals. They got into Scrapes constantly ; very few of them 
turaed out well. They all went to Auckland. I think I had Three of them 
before me, who made their Way down to Wellington. 

1461. What Age were they? 

They appeared to be about Eighteen or Twenty. 

1462. At what particular Time was it that the Parkhurst Bovs went out? 

It was in 1842. 

146s. Quite at the Commencement of the Parkhurst System ? 

It was. 

1464. You were acquainted with Cases in which Emigrant Ships arrived 
with Emigrants on board ? 

I have seen them arrive. 

1465. On the Arrival of an Emigrant Ship what is the Course adopted ? 
There are Houses provided for them at Wellington, and the married Families 

go into one House, the single Men into another, and the single Females into 
other Houses. They are superintended by Agents, and they soon find Places 
for them in the course of a Fortnight. They were generally cleared out in 
the course of a Fortnight. There were Rations and Lodgings provided for 
them during the First Fortnight. 

1466. Was there any Difficulty in providing for them during that Time ? 
None at all. 

1467 . And there was a Certainty of their obtaining Work afterwards ? 

Except Sickness or any other Casualty occurred to. prevent it, there was no 

Fear of their not getting into Employment. 

1468. Did most of them go to a Distance from Wellington, or were they 
settled jn the Neighbourhood ? 

Some went Six or Eight Miles, agricultural Labourers ; but, generally speaking, 

they 
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they were employed, some few in the Town and others roundabout 
was no Difficulty in finding Employment. 

U69 What is the largest Number you have inown arrive at a Time? 

I think 200 or 230 or 240 have arnved at a lime, 

1470. What was the total European Population at the Time? 

It reached from Three to Four thousand. 

1471. The Emigrants were immediately absorbed ? 

Yes.’ 

Xs™i*'SiS?^tSl"^Srof Capital, but some were utterly 
destitute. 

What is the Rate of Passage Money from England to New Zealand . 
AfthaTTfme it was 161. I6s. tS IJl for Adults, and Two Clnldren under 
Twelve were considered as One Adult. 

1474?. Has it since increased or diminished ? 

It has diminished. 

] 475. Has not it now fallen to IS/. ? 

I think it lias. 

Land, when he got there had a Right to go upon Ins own Land , but there 
a Difficulty in obtaining Possession. 

1477. Do you mean to say that the Lots were appropriated in London ? 

Yes. 

1478. So that the Emigrant, upon arriving, has a Right to a certain Quantity 

of Land? „„ Title to the Land: but in proportion as Land \vas 

die Capital expended. 

B7tlm^Company,Th7are mete Emigration Agents in this Matter. 

1480. Then those Parties were sent out by the Proprietors of the Lots of 
Land? . 

By means of their Money. . r 

1418. Was the Process this : » 

Seventy-five per Cent, of that Money. c ,, f . thev 

1482. Therefore those Emigrants, oil their Arrival, were perfectly f.ee, they 
had no Claim upon the Proprietor of the Land. 

pXi 

pendent Transactions? 

^frSen when an Emigrant -rived at New^e^ be brought with 
him no Right in his own Person to any Fait of this La . 

1485. An Emigrant being sent ™Land*nL«ta^^^^ 
described, in what Manner would he obtain Land necessa y 

The Emigrant becomes a Labourer. 

1486. Would none of them become Settfof? freauently saved sufficient 

Not as Landholders. By their Industry ^'J?,,e^Mode of a little 

Money and became Purchasers rf La . 8S ^ - 

Club in which they put in their Money from I me to 11m , 

(46.8.) ^ * 
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bought a Section of Land, Ten Scotchmen did that. The whole of tlie Fust 
Sections were sold in London, with the Exception of the native Reserves, which 
wei e One Tenth. The Natives perfectly understood it, and they illustrated it 
jn this Way* they produced a Draught-board, and said, So and so for you and 
One for nie, and so piched out the Squares in different Places, showing that 
tiiev understood that they were not to have a Block of Land anywhere, but 
that they were to be mixed up with White People, so that they would become 
entitled to the Benefit of Civilization. 



1487. Was that the Case with almost all the Emigrants that arrived in New 
Zealand, that they came there as Labourers, not as Settlers upon Lands ? 

All the Labourers that were sent out free by the Company had no Land ; 
they were supposed to be Persons who had no Means but their own Industry. 

1488. Were there not other Persons wlio went out to buy Land? 

Yes. 

1489- How did they become possessed of Land ? 

By Purchase ; many Sections were transferred in London. Speculators sold 
the Land and got high Premiums. The Lots were disposed of by Ballot, so 
that those who had an early Choice got Land which had a fictitious Value to 
it, and which was sold at a considerable Premium. Others sold Land out there ; 
but there was no Land to be bought from the Company out there under any 
Circumstances, for the native Reserves which had been made could not be 
alienated, and all the rest of the Land was taken up by Purchasers m the 
first instance, a great Proportion of whom are in England now. 

U90. Your Knowledge of New Zealand is not recent enough to enable you 
to state whether there is at the present Moment a great Capacity in New 
Zealand for the Reception of Labourers ? 

I have not been there for Two Years. 



1491. From what you have heai'd, do not you believe that the Difficulties to 
which you have alluded as having interrupted the Progress of the Colony have 
very much lessened of late, if not disappeared ? 

Very much so. The Course I recommended was that which has since been 
adopted. I quoted the present Governor’s Report upon the Natives of 
Australia before he was appointed to New Zealand. 

1492. And you recommended that that Course should be adopted in New 
Zealand? 

Yes ; that was long before the Appointment of Governor Grey. 

1493. Have any Grants been made in the Middle Island ? 

Except the Settlement of Otako and Nelson, which is at the extreme 
Northern Point, there are no Grants. I believe the Grants at Nelson are not 
yet made by the Crown, There are many splendid Harbours round the 
Coast. . 

1494. Can you give the Committee any Information W'ith respect to the 
Nature of the Coast and the Harbours? 

Most of the Harbours on the East Coast are without Bars. All on the 
West Coast are Bar Haibours. Eokianga, Koi-para, Manakao, ICarvia, and 
Aotia are all Bar Harbours. 



1495. Are the Bars of a Character that throw any serious Impediment in the 
Way of Navigation ? 

They present dangerous and serious Impediments. They are shifting Sand 
Banks, making the Navigation vgry difficult. Many Ships have been lost. 

1496. With respect to the Harbours upon the other Coast, what is their 
Character ? 

if I w'ere choosing in all New Zealand, I should think Banks’s Peninsula 
the Gem of all New Zealand. I think the French Settlement is the most 
choice Part. The Harbours of Pigeon Bay, Port Ashley, Port Cooper, Akarva, 
and Okiana are all fine Harbours. 



1497 . The French Settlement you have already .described as consisting of 
about Fifty People ? 

Fifty miserable Objects. 

1498. Has 
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1498. Has the French President been withdrawn, oris there any subsequent 
Appointment to Beligny ? 

I believe he is in Paris at this Moment. I have heard that the Company are 
negociating with the French People for the Territory. 

1499. Was there an Ecclesiastical Establishment in the French Settlement? 
The Bishop, Mens. Pompellier, was there, merely making a Visit. His 

Residence was at Pahia, in the Bay of Islands, where the Missionaries are ; but 
he has since returned to Europe, after the Disasters. 



E- HalsweU, Eaq. 
3d April I84 t8. 



1500. In the Bay of Islands there is no French Claim of Territory? 

None at all. There is the Baron de Thierry who set up a Claim many 
Years ago, on the opposite Side of the Island at East Okianga. 

1501. Speaking generally, is the Surface of the Middle Island much the same 
as that of the Northern ? 

I think it is more mountainous. There is a Range of Mountains which runs 
through the whole of it, a Sort of Backbone, which is covered with Snow a 
great Portion of the Year. I am told that along the Western Coast there are 
Indications of severe Earthquakes. 



150a. Of recent Occurrence ? 

I experienced many Earthquakes whilst I was there j but not doing any 
Damage. 

1503. The Nature of tile Forests and the Vegetation are much the same? 

Very much the same, particularly that Mountain Pass that I went over, where 
I saw those vast Plains in the Interior, and a large River which appeared to me 
likely to fall into the Sea at the Place called Lookers On ; it is a splendid 
Hiver —if not Two. The Timber Trees upon that Mountain Pass are beyond 
any thing; the Fuschia Tree beautifully twisted. Four Feet in Diameter, 
Thousands of them, and Myrtles, and Scarlet Acacia. 

ISOli. Are those Fuschia Trees applicable to any particular Purpose ? 

They are applicable as Furniture Wood ; they are beautifully twisted. 

1505. Does any Sandal Wood grow in the Colony ? 

Not that I discovered. 

1506. Is there much Room for Absorption of Labourers in the Middle 
Island ? 

There is not Capital sufScient at present ; but as the Land is sold Emigra- 
tion will keep pace with it. 

1507. Viewing the territorial Capacity of the Middle Island, you have no 
Doubt that there is an unlimited Power of absorbing Labourers ? 

Much more than I can give any finite Notion of. 

1508. Much more than you can define by any assignable Limit ? 

Certainly ; particularly the lower Part. There is a Place called Knowlexy 

Bay, which has very fine Plains in the lower Part of the Southern Island. 

1509. Have any of the Natives purchased back again any of the Lands they 
originally sold ? 

Not afiy. They want rather to seR more. 



The WTtness is directed to withdraw. 



Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned till To-morrow. 
Two o’clock. 



(46.8,) 
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The LORD MONTEAGLE OR BRANDON in the Chair. 

CapUin JOSEPH THOMAS is called in, and examined as follows: 

1510. YOU have served in Her Majesty’s Service? 

I have. 

1511. How many Years ? 

Eight or Nine Years. 

15ie. Have you visited any of our Colonies? 

Y’’es. 

1513. Which? 

I have been in India and in the West Indies. 

1514). Any other Colonial Possessions? 

I have been in New Zealand, but not in the Service. 

1515. In what Year did you go to New Zealand? 

1839. 

1516. What led you to go there? 

I went as a Settler. 

1517. Did you purchase any Land? 

1518. Was the Purchase of that made prior to your leaving England, or after 
your Arrival ? 

Prior to my leaving England. 

1519. From whence did you sail ? 

Gravesend. 

1520. Was it in an Emigrant Ship ? 

Yes 

1521 Do you reraemher the Number of Passengers you had? 

1 think we^ad Rorty in the Cabin, and about 150 Emigrants. 

1522. Was your Voyage a successful one. or had you any Casualties, or any 
Mortality ? 

No we had none whatever. 

1523. Had you a Surgeon on board ? 

Yes ; a very good one. 

Surgeon on board essential ? 

Yes, absolutely necessary. , 

1525. Had you any other Person exercising any moral or professional 
Control over the Emigrants on board? 

Nobody else. r oi,- v 

1526. Was there any Difficulty in preserving the Discipline of the Ship . 

No, I think not 

1527. Did the Emigrants all come from one Part of the United Kingdom, or 

were they mixed ? f „-i:.i. 

They were mixed, but the greater Part-were Eng . 

(46.9.) ^ 
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1528. What was the Length of your Voyage? 

Five Months, I think. 

1529. From Port to Port? 

Yes ; but we stopped a Week at Teneriffe, and a Fortnight at the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

1530. Was it from the Want of Provisions or Water that you put in at the 
Cape? 

Yes ; fresh Provisions and Water. 

1531. Where did you land at New Zealand? 

At Wellington. There was no Town at that Time. We were the first who 
went there. 

1532. Did you hold any official Position ? 

None whatever. 

1533. Will you describe, yours being the first Vessel, and the first Arrival of 
Emigrants at Wellington, the Proceedings which were consequent upon your 
landing with a view to your Settlement ? 

We all took out Houses, or most of us, made in London, and the first Thing 
we did was to get the House out and put it up, then our Furniture, and Pots and 
Kettles, and so on, to get something to eat, and go to work. 

1534. Did you take out Supplies of Provisions with you, or did you obtain 
them in New Zealand? 

We took out Supplies with us, and we also got some there. As far as Pota- 
toes and Fish and Pork went, we got them from the Natives. 

1535. From what Place did you obtain your Supplies of Provisions beyond 
the Supplies which the Colony itself furnished ? 

From Sydney, Hobart Town, and Valparaiso. 

1536. Was there any Importation of Live Stock and of Sheep for the Purpose 
of Farming ? 

Yes. 

1537 . From whence did those Importations come? 

From New South Wales and Van Diemen’s Land. 

1538. Were they considerable ? 

Not at first. 

1539. During your Stay at Wellington was the Increase of Stock and Sheep 
considerable ? 

Yes, it was. 

1540. V hat Parts of the Colony of New Zealand have you principallv 

visited? r if j 

Wellington. I have been in other Parts. I have been at Wanganui, Mana- 
watu River, Auckland, Queen Charlotte’s Sound, Cloudy Bay, Pigeon Bay, 
Otaka ; the Four last being in the Middle Island ; and I have visited Robeka! 
which is close to Stuart’s Island. 

1541. You acted in the Surveying Department for some Time, did not vou ? 

I did. • ■ 

1542. ^ W’here were your Duties as Surveyor General mainly performed? 

At W anganui, also at Port Nicholson, and in the Middle Island at Otaka. 

1543. You stated that the Progress of your Colony was, first, the Erection of 
Houses, and then the Provision made for the Support of the Inhabitants. For 
how long subsequently to 3 ’our landing were you acquainted with Wellington ? 

W’e landed in 1839; I left it about Two Years ago, to go to the Middle 
Island. 

1544. Will you describe the Progress which the Town of W^ellineton had 
made in that Time ? 

It got on very well for Three or Four Years, till the Massacre at the Wairoa, 
and the Dimiites that took place between the Government and the Company 
respecting Titles to Land. This gave rise to a Feeling of Insecurity ; and the 

continued 
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continued Opposition of the Natives to the Occupation of the Land was also a Tlwttias. 

^reat Drawback. a'^ 184S. 

1545. Has the falling off been continued, or do you think that there is a 

Revival of Prosperity now ? 

There was a Revival before I came away ; a very great one. 

1546. Will you state in what Condition yon left the Town of Wellington, 
you having been one of the original Settlers there ? 

When 1 left it it was very much depressed. 

1547. Will you describe its Appearance and Population? 

There were a great many People very comfortable there, but little doing. 

1548. What was the Population ? 

I think about 3,000 or 4,000. 

1549. Were there any Shops and any Trade? 

Yes, plenty j Shops of all Kinds ; you could get nearly every thing you 
required. 

1550. Was there Produce brought from the Interior to be sold at Wellington ? 

Corn, Cattle, and Sheep for Butcher’s Meat. 

1551. By whom was that Produce brought ? 

By the White People. The Natives used to bring Pigs and Potatoes. 

1552. For what were those Articles exchanged? Were they .paid for in 

Money, or exchanged for other Articles ? . - 

With the Europeans it was generally Money ; with the Natives, sometimes 
Money, but mostly Barter. 

1553. You have stated that a Check was given to the Prosperity of WcUing- 
ton subsequently to the Massacre. Was that Check connected with any other 
Cause beyond that of the Insecurity produced by that Massacre ? 

Yes ; the Want of Title to the Land, which gave rise to constant Disputes 
■with the Natives and the White Population also. 

1554. What led to the Difficulty of obtaining Titles ? 

The Government objecting to the Manner in which the Lands had been 
bought from the Natives. 

1555. 'When this Objection was raised had the Parties who then were in 
possession of those Lands expended any considerable Capital upon them ? 

In many Instances they had. 

1556. Were the Houses of Wellington built? 

Yes. 



1,557. Did that require an Outlay of Capital? 

Yes, certainly, 

1558. Is there any Title at the present Moment existing to those Lands on 
which that Capital has been invested and those Houses built ? 

None that I am aware of. 

1559. Is there any Power consequently of making a Conveyance of those 
Lands, and assigning them to others, which can be satisfactory ? 

I suppose not in a legal Way. There are private Arrangements. 

1560. Is that a State of Things in which you as a Capitalist would feel 
encouraged or at liberty, prudentially speaking, to expend Capital ? 

Certainly not. 

1561. Is it to that that you trace the Check which Wellington has sustained ? 

Yes, that and the State of Insecurity. 

1562. Were you there at the Time of the Troubles which produced that 
Insecurity ? 

Yes. , 

1563. At that Time was there any adequate Defence for the Colonists and 

None. ^ I ^o' not think there was a Soldier in Wellington, and certainly no 



Man of War. 
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1564. Did that Feeling of Insecurity exist up to the Period of your leaving 
Wellington, or did the Colonists feel more capable of defending themselves, and 
better protected from the Movements of the Natives? 

That State of Insecurity ceased, I think, about the Time of Governor Grey’s 
Arrival. More Troops were brought, and the Militia was called out. The 
People were allowed to arm themselves. 

1565. Was there a Desire on the Part of the Colonists to provide for their 
own Protection ? 

A very strong one. 

1566. Was that encouraged by tlie local Authorities ? 

No ; on the contrary, it was in the first instance put down. 

1567. Had the Colonists at that Time been allowed to protect themselves 
do you think they would have been enabled to do so ? 

I think they would. 

1568. Was the Proposal then to form a local Force or Militia for the Defence 
of the Colony ? 

Yes j and to throw up Batteries for the Defence of the Town. 

1569. Do you think that the local Force would have been enabled to defend 
the Colony against Native Incursion, or was it of a Character which would 
have produced as much Effect in the Minds of the Natives as a regular Force 
of Military ? 

No ; not at that Time, for the Natives had a great Contempt for the Militia. 

1570. What did they call them ? 

They used to call them Sugar and Flour Men. 

1571* Do you think the same Feeling with respect to the Militia Force pre- 
vailed when you left the Colony? 

No ; they are very much afraid of them now. 

1572. Do they undervalue their Powers of Defence as compared with those 
of the regular Troops ? 

No ; they are more afrmd of the Militia a great deal than of the regular 
Troops. 

1573. Is Port Nicholson resorted to by Shipping ? 

Yes, very much. 

1574. Do the Sailors give Means of Defence to any Extent from the Attack 
of the Natives ? 

The Men of War do. 

1575. Do the Natives undervalue the Power of the Seamen of the Service ? 
No ; they are very much afraid of them. 

1576. May the Committee conclude that in the present State of Things, the 
Power of Resistance and Defence having been augmented, the great Difficulty 
which now exists with respect to tlie Progress of Wellington may be traced to 
tlie Want of Title to Lands ? 

Yes ; that is a very great one. 

1577* Is there any other ? 

No ; lam not aware that there is. There has been a large Force sent there, 
and I think there is a Feeling of Security now. 

1578. In those Parts of the Northern Island with which you are acquainted 
is the physical Face of the Country such as, in your Judgment, to offer the 
Means for Europeans setting there advantageously ? 

Yes, certainly. 

1579. Are there good Harbours ? 

On the West Coast of the Northern Island there are very good Harbours. 

1580. Will you state what they are? 

There is Kaipara, Hokianga, itawia, and Manakao. 

1581. Is Port Elliott a good Port ? 

No ; it is nothing but an open Roadstead, but a good one. 
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1582. Are the Rivers abundant ? Th omas. 

Yes j there are plenty of Rivers. New Zealand is a welUwatered Country. 

1583. The Rivers there do not dry during Summer ? 

No. 

1584. Are any of those Rivers suitable for Navigation? 

Some of them ; the Wanganoa and Manawatu are. 

1585. Vessels of what Tonnage could go up the Wanganoa? 

A Vessel of 220 Tons has been in there, the Clydeside. It is a Bar Harbour, 
and she struck upon the Bar ; but Vessels of 150 Tons could go in safely. 

1586. Did you go up the Course of that River? 

Yes. 

1587. Howfer? 

I think about Forty or Fifty Miles. 

1588. Was it navigable as far as that ? 

No ; I do not think it was. 

1589. What Sort of River is the Waikato? t i - i 

That is a large River also ; it is the largest River in New Zealand. I think 

there is a Bar also there. 

1590. Is not there a Distinction with respect to Bars between the Harbours 

on the West and on the East Coast ; are not the Harbours on the East Coast, 
comparatively speaking, free from Bars ? . 

Yesj Manakao is a Bar Harbour; Kawia also; and Hokianga is a Bar 
Harbour. Port Nicholson is not ; neither is Auckland or Akaroa. 



1591. Is Otaki a Bar Harbour? 

Yes ; but a Vessel of 500 or 600 Tons can go in there. 

1592. When those Rivers cease to be navigable, such of them as you have 
visited, are they applicable, in your Judgment, to Water Power for the Pur- 
poses of Mills ? 

The large Rivers are too rapid, and are liable to Freshets. 

1598. Do you think there is Water Power capable of being applied to those 
Pui’poses? 

Plenty ; but not the larger Rivers. 

1594. Speaking generally of the Parts you have visited, is the Quality of the 
Soil good ? 

It is very good, generally speaking; a light sandy Loam. 

1595. In the Neighbourhood of Wellington, after the Settlement had taken 
place, was the Soil brought under Cultivation rapidly? 

Only such Portions as the Natives would allow us to occupy, which was only 
a very small Proportion. 

1596. Was that Proportion sufficient to indicate to you the Fertility of the 
Soil? 

Yes ; quite sufficient to give every Encouragement. 

1597. What was grown ? 

Wheat, Barley, Grasses of all Kinds, and V^etables of all Sorts. 

1598. What was the Quality of the Grain ? 

It could not be better. 

1599. How did it stand in competition with the South Austoli^ Wheat 

which has been introduced into this Market, the Quality of which is conse- 
quently known to the Public ? ^ /-^ r 

It is not surpassed by any other of the Colonies as to Quality. 

1600. Were the Crops abundant? ^ . tj 

Very. I have heard of as much as Fifty Bushels out of the Acre. 1 do not 

know whether that be true or not. 



1601. Was the Country about Wellington much timbered? 
Very heavily. 

(^9.) U 4 
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1602. Was the Quality of a profitable Kind? 

Yes 1 a great deal of it was very good. 

c./ = 

for themselves ? , ,„ , 

Yes j of Brick and Wood. 

160S. Were those Houses of a good Character and Description? 

Yes, very good ; the same as in England. . t a f 

were very high. , ■ , , 

1607 What was the Rate of Wages you had to pay upon your Arrival . 

1 think it varied from 5s. to 8s. a Day for Labourers. 

Masons, and People of that Sort, in the early 

Formation of the Colony. 

1610 Was not that high Rate of Wages a very great Impediment to the 

1611. Were there subsequent Arrivals of Emigrants after you settled? 

Yes. 

1 fli 0 The Effect of those Arrivals tended to reduce the Rate of Wages ? 
heSi ver^ iy:!rde"e?^“SI it 

is considered low. 

1613. When Wages had been reduced so low as 12s. or Us. a Week, what 

''“rt t'^also Men'; for instance. Meat was about M. per Pound, Beef and 
Mutton, Pork 3d., and Poultry of all Kinds was much cheaper. 

1614. Did this lower Rate of Wages enable the Workmen to command 
a Sufficiency of the actual Comforts and Necessaries of Life ? 

Not what they expected. 

1615. But still, comparing their Condition with ^icultuml 

of the Home Country, had they as much Command of the Comtoits and 
Necessaries of Life ? 

They were better off. 

1616. Do you consider that the low Rate 

described was at all attributable to the Insecurity of Titles, and 
pSon arTsLg out of such Insecurity to the Improvement of Land, and the 

taelrhywls one Cause. A Number of People left the Colony, having 
no Wish to employ Capital in it. 

1617. Is the Fertility of the Soil evidenced by the Fruits winch are 
produced ? 

Yes J the Fruits are very good. 

Snles''^Pearf 'lloolSeTr^^^ CuiTaiits, Raspberries, Strawberries, Peaches, 
G.tp'^S in Si Sor“ of Ewopean Fruits, branges, I believe, grow in the 
Northern Parts of the Island. I have never seen them. 
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1619. Has there been any Development of Mineral Wealth in the Colony ? Capt. J. Thomas. 
About Auckland there are Copper Mines. They are worked, I believe, by , .“tt 

a Company in Aberdeen, 4- th April iSj -3. 

1620. Do you know whether the Ore is rich and promising, and a profitable 
Return ? 

Yes ; the Ore is good, and it is easily obtained. 

1621. Has Coal been discovered ? 

Yes ; in many Parts of the Islands. 

1622. Have you seen the Coal yourself? 

I have. 

162S. Will you describe it? 

The Coal I have seen is in the Otaki District ; it abuts upon the Beach, and 
comes out upon the Sea Shore. There was a very thick Seam there j I should 
say Fifteen to Twenty Feet thick. 

1624. The Distance would be considerable from Otaki to the Copper 
District, and therefore the Expense of taking Coal for the Purpose of smelting 
the Ore, or of bringing the Ore to the Coal, would be considerable, would not it ? 

Yes ; if brought from the Middle Island. 

1625. Are they both close to the Sea? 

Yes j they are found close to the Sea ; but Coal abounds in many other 
Parts of the Island. 

1626. Nearer to Auckland ? 

Yes 5 there is Coal close to New Plymouth. 

1627. The Coal which you yourself have seen was in the Neighbourhood of 
Otaki? 

Y’’es. 

1628. Was it near the Surface ; capable of being worked without much 
Expense ? 

Yes ; it crops out of the Earth. 

1629. Is it bituminous or sulphureous Coal? 

It is very good Coal. There is another great Place for Coal, in Massacre 
Bay, near Nelson. 

1630. Is it liable to spontaneous Ignition ? 

I am not aware. It has been tested by the Masters of the Queen’s Steam 
Boats, and they say it is excellent Coal. I have heard it is better than the 
Newcastle Coal in Sydney ; but the Heat it throws out is not so strong as 
English Coal. 

1631. H^ there been any Ironstone discovered in the Island ? 

I cannot say that I have heard of it; there have been Indications of it, but I 
do not think Iron has positively been found. 

1632. Were you at all engaged in the Settlement that has taken place at 
Otaki ? 

Y'es ; I surveyed Part of it. 

1633. Will you describe when that Settlement was made, and what Pro- 
ceedings were taken in relation to the Land ? y~> 

I was there when it was bought. I think it was in 1844. The Governor sent 
down a Police Magistrate to see that it was properly bought and paid for. 

1634. When you say it was bought, do you mean bought from the Natives? 

Yes ; they were assembled there to receive the Payment. 1 think it was 

2,600^.* 

1635. Was it paid for in Money or in Goods ? 

In Money. 

16S6. Was a Government Agent present for the Purple of fixing the Price, 
or being a Witness of the Contract made, and its just Fulfilment. 

In both Capacities, I believe. 

(4,6.9.) X ■ 1637. Were 
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16S7. Were the Boundaries of the Land which was so purchased set out so 
as to ascertain the Amount of Land which was conveyed for the Consideration ? 

There were no Marks made, but the Government and Company’s Agent, 
with many of the Natives, walked over a considerable Part of the Block, and 
had the Boundaries explained and pointed out. 

1638. Has that Sale been satisfactory to the Natives, or has it led to any 
Contests between them and the Settlers? 

It is perfectly satisfactory j there has never been a Dispute about it. 

1639. Do you connect that Satisfaction with the Principle on which the Sale 
was made, and with the Presence of an impartial Government Officer, as a 
Security to the Natives that no Wrong was done them? 

Yes, I do ; there could be no Misrepresentation afterwards. 

164>0. Is not that called the Scotch Settlement ? 

Yes ; it is the New Edinburgh Settlement. 

1641. Does it consist exclusively of Scotch ? 

No; the chief Part of the Purchasers, T understand, are English. 

1642. There being great Disturbance, as you have described, with respect to 
Titles in other Parts of the Colony of New Zealand, and the Settlement at 
Otaki having taken place in a perfectly peaceable and satisfactory Manner, do 
you connect that Difference of Result with the different System that was 
adopted in the Sale ? 

Yes, together with the almost Absence of Natives ; tiiere are very few there. 

1643. What do you consider to be the Native Population of the Middle 
Island ? 

About 1,000 in all. 

1644. What is the Area of the Island occupied by that Population ? 

I think it is nearly as large as Great Britain. 

1645. Is not the best Land near the Coast generally ? 

I have not heard so. I have seen some excellent Land in the Interior. 

1646. Do not you think it would be very important to settle the Question of 
the Native Titles in the Middle Island where the Population of Natives is so 
very thin as compared with the Area of the Land ? 

Certainly. 

1647. Are you aware whether their Lands extend over the whole Surface of 
the Middle Island ? 

Yes ; they claim the whole, I believe. 

1648. Do you think there would be any Difficulty in adjusting those Claims 
in proportion between the Area of the Island and a Population such as you 
have described ? 

No, 1 do not ; not in the Middle Island. 

1649. You consider it of very great Importance that the Question should be 
adjusted, when it can be adjusted with the greatest Ease ? 

Certainly. 

1650. Do you think it could be adjusted without any very great pecuniary 
Sacrifice ? 

I should think so, in the Middle Island. 

1651. When you spoke of the Rate of Wages having fallen to 12s. or 14s. a 
Week, were you speaking of Wellington alone ? 

Yes. I believe it was the same in Nelson. At Auckland I think the Wages 
kept higher. 

1652. Are the "Wages throughout the different Settlements pretty much upon 
a Level ? 

Yes, I think they are. 

1653. According to that Information it would appear that there is no very 
great Demand for additional Labour in the Colony ? 

There was not, Two Years ago. 

1634. Is 
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1654'. Is it different now ? 

I understand so ; I hear there is a Scarcity. 

1655. You have Reason to believe that there is a Scarcity of Labour ? 

I have understood so. 

1656. Are you at all aware what the Rate of Wages now is ? 

Labourers obtain about 20s. a Week with or without Rations. I speak 
mostly of Wellington ; but I tliink it is nearly the same in Nelson. 

1657. Are you aware whether that Rate is upon the rise now, or whether it 
is declining? 

I think it is about stationary. 

1058. Supposing the Question of Titles to be satisfactorily settled, so as to 
induce a more rapid Application of Capital, do you consider that the Demand 
for Labour would increase? 

Certainly. 

1659- Do you think at this Moment any considerable Immigration would 
have the Effect of depressing Wages ? 

Possibly it would, unless with a corresponding Amount of Capital. 

1660. Should you say, from your Knowledge of the present State of Things, 
with respect to the Demand for Labour, that there was much Room for an 
additional labouring Population ? 

I should think not, without more Capital. 

1661. Any Addition to the labouring Population there, in order to be 
successful, must be preceded by an Introduction of Capital ? 

Yes, or accompanied by it. 

1662. Do you think that Want of Labour is one of the Causes which impedes 
the Introduction of Capital. 

No. 

1663. Taking the present Time, do you think that there would be the same 
Motive for the Investment of Capital in a Colony where Labour was scarce as 
there would where Labour was abundant ? 

No. 

1664. We must judge of the Scarcity of Labour by the Rate of Wages? 

Yes. 

1665. The Rate of Wages not being very high now, is there any Reason to 
suppose that any great Scarcity of Labour exists ? 

Wages are high, for I have understood there is a Scarcity of Labour. 

1666. What do you consider, from your Knowledge of the Expense of living 
in the Colony, the Rations given to the Labourers would amount to? 

6s. or ’7s. a Week. 

1667. That would make about 26s. or 27s. a Week ? 

Yes. 

1668. What are the Rations which are given? 

You give a Labourer 12 lbs. of Hour, 12 lbs. of Salt Pork or Salt Beef, 
2^ oz. of Tea, and 2| lbs. of Sugar per Week. 

1669. And the Value of those Articles would be about 6s. or 7«* a Week ? 

Yes. 

1670. Making the Wages about 26s. or 27^. a Week? 

Yes ; I have known them down to 14s. a Week at different Seasons. 

1671« When they were down at that Point, was not it produced by the 
Insecurity consequent upon the Massacre, and upon the Insecurity of Titles 
which indisposed People to employ Labour? 

Yes, it was. 

1672. Could that have been considered as a natural State of Wages if those 
Causes for lowering the Wages had not existed ? 

Certainly not. 

(46.9.) X 2 1673. Do 
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Capi J. Thomas. l673. Do you consider, from your Experience as Surveyor, that it is of great 
— Importance, tefore a Settlement takes place, there should be a previous Survey 
■I th April 184 8. the Land? 

Yes, I think so. 

1674. Do you think that a Survey, in order to be effectual, ought to com- 

prehend the laying down of the principal Lines of Communication, so as to 
ensure the Execution at some future Time of the great Lines of Road upon 
good Principles ? . 

That, together with the Survey of the Site of the Town, is the most im- 
portant. The Survey of the Country Lands would follow. 

1675. When you left New Zealand, what should you say was the general 
Character of the European Population of the Colony ? Was it approaching the 
social Character of the Population in England, or above or below it ? 

I think it was about the same. 

1676. Have there been in the New Zealand Emigration considerable Pains 
taken to introduce Representatives of the different Classes of Society, the more 
educated as well as the humbler Classes ? 

I believe so. 

1677. Were not there several Persons of your own Station and Rank in 
Life who accompanied the first Emigration ? 

A great many. 

1678. Should you think it was rather an Example of Colonization, the 
taking out a Portion of the whole social System, than an Emigration which 
consisted of the mere Separation of one Class and Denomination of Society? 

Certainly. 

1679. Do you connect the Progress of Society there with that Circumstance? 

I do, mainly. 

1680. You have been in North America? 

I have. 

1681. In what Parts of the United States have you been ? 

I have been over a great Part of them, and Texas also. 

1682. Comparing the State of Society in Texas with the State of Society 
which you found in New Zealand, what would be the Result? 

That the State of Society in Texas is about the lowest you can possibly find 
for White People, and New Zealand is, as I have said before, about the same 
as in England. 

1683. Is there much more Activity now in Texas than New Zealand ? 

I do not think there is. It is a different Climate. 

1684. It is an easier County to clear ? 

Yes; it is open ; but a great Proportion of New Zealand is also open ; there 
is even a Scarcity of Timber in many Parts of it. 

1685. What Portion do you speak of? 

I speak of the Middle Island with respect to the Scarcity of Timber. 

1686. What Kind of Soil is it where there is a Scarcity of Timber ? 

It is often a good Soil, adapted for Tillage. 

1687. Is not there a good deal of alluvial Land which is swampy ? 

Yes. 

1688. Has its agricultural Powers been tested? 

Yes. The Settlers like it, for in draining it the Banks serve as an Enclosure, 
which they say is cheaper and more lasting than fencing. 

1689. Wlien 3’ou left Wellington w'ere there good Workmen that could be 
obtained for the Execution of any Service you required ? 

V ery good. 

1690. Had you Scotch and Irish as well as English ? 

Yes. 
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1691- Did you observe any Difference between the Qualities of those Work- Cai>LJ. l'/,onnis. 
men, or. was there any Preference given in the Market to one of those Classes April 1848. 

over another ? 

I do not think there was; not nationally. I found Irishmen very good in the 
Bush ; they are generally so merry. 

1692. Have you in your Surveys had occasion to take out Workmen with 
you? 

Yes. 

1693. Did you find them obedient and orderly ? 

Very. 

There was no Difficulty arising from the Want of Subordination ? 

No. 

1695. What was the social State of Wellington in respect to the Morals of 
the People ; was there Provision for their religious Instruction ? 

Yes ; there was an Episcopal Church, as they call the Church of England 
there ; there was a Presbyterian Church, a Roman Catholic Church, an 
Independent Chapel, and a Methodist. 

1696. Did those different Denominations of Christians exist upon good 
Terms ? 

Generally speaking, they were on good Terras. It was a little interrupted 
at one Time by the Church of England appropriating the public Cemetery to 
itself. 

1697. Had that Cemetery been provided at the public Expense? 

Yes ; it was laid out as a public Cemetery for all Sects, and when the Bishop 
arrived he ordered it to be fenced, a Gate put up and locked, and the Key sent 
to the Clergyman. 

•1698. The Church of England no longer retains the exclusive Possession of 
the Cemetery, does it? 

I believe not. 

1699. Did you ever employ the Natives ? 

Yes ; I had one on the Survey at Otakou, the last Survey I made, who was 
one of the best Hands I had. 

1700. Was he intelligent? 

Very. 

1701. W'hat Language did you use in conversing with him? 

English. 

1702. Had he been brought up in the Colony, or had he been in England ? 

He had been brought up in the Colony. 

1703. How did he learn English ? 

Prom being with the AVhalers. 

1704. Do many of the Natives act as Labourers to Europeans ? 

No ; it was not general, I think, except at the Out-stations. 

1705. When they did so act, how were they paid ? 

Generally in Merchandize of some Kind. 

1706. A Species of Truck? 

Yes. 

1707. Was there any Change in that respect during your Experience in the 
Colony ? 

Yes. Now they like Money ; they ask for Money. 

1708. When they were paid in Truck was there any Difficulty in enforcing 
a Constancy of Employment from them ? 

Yes ; when they got what they wanted they gener^y went away. 

1709. When a Man had worked for a Blanket, on acquiring his Blanket his 
Motive for Industry ceased? 

Yes 

(46.9.) X 3 1710. Do 
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1710 Do you believe that the Introduction of Money Wag^, independently 
of il being a Badge of advanced CMiaation, would have a Tendency also to 

“yesT Indfhavf heif ^‘’ttdoes” Natives work very well now 

upon the Roads and other public Works. 

1711. Did you ever reside in the more remote Parts of the Colony with the 
Natives ? 

I have. 



1718. Por any Time ? „ * j-a. . 

Yes ; a Twelvemonth or Two Years, at different Times. 

171s. During that Time had you any Protection ? 

None whatever. 

1714. Had you any Apprehension of your own personal Safety during that 

"^*So There were Disturbances going on in the Island ; the burning of the 
Settlement at the Bay of Islands and the Massacre at Wairoa. 

171s. Notwithstanding those Circumstances, you neither had any Apprehen- 
sion nor met with any Violence ? 

No. 

1716. Is the Use of the English Language extending among the Natives ? 
Yes. 

1717. If you compare the young with the old, do you find that the English 
Language is extending more among the young ? 

Yes ; the old do not pick it up. 

1718. Is there any Alteration in the Clothing of the Natives, betokening 

their Progress in Civilization ? ,, , , j oi.- .. ..i, 

Yes; I think they are fonder of Trowsers and Jackets and Shirts than they 
used to be, instead of the Blanket. 

1719. Are they become Producers themselves of Articles which they sell to 
the Europeans ? 

Yes. 



1720. What are those Articles ? 

Grains, such as Wheat, and Potatoes and Pork. 



1721. Have you known any of them become Proprietors of the ruder Kind 
of Machinery for the Purposes of manufacturing Articles for Sale ? 

I think there is a Tribe which has a Flour Mill worked by a Water-wheel. 



1722. Will you describe the Manner in which they got it? Did they make 

They sawed the Timber, and got all the heavy Stuff out of the Bush, and 
then they employed a European to make the Wheel, and put it up. 

1723. Did they pay the European for his Labour ? 

Yes ; I think he secured that beforehand. 

3724. Having got the Mill, to what Use did they apply it ? 

Making Flour. 

1725. Where do they dispose of their Flour ? 

In Port Nicholson. 



1726. To the Europeans ? 
Yes. 



1727. And they work it entirely themselves ? 

Yes. 

1728. Are there Instances of detached Europeans fixing their Residence 
among the Native Tribes ? 

Yes; they very often live among them. 

1729. How 
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1729' How do the Settlements of single Europeans take place ? 

Generally from the Whalers ; from the Shore Parties who whale out of the Api^i84& 
Bays. ^ 

1730. Do they marry and settle with them ? 

Yes j they generally have a Native Girl, which the Natives regard as 
Marriage. 

1731. What Rights do they acquire upon so fixing themselves among the 
Native Tribes ? 

They become one of the Tribe; they are equally protected and looked after ; 
and they generally, in return, barter for the Natives with the White People ; 
they tell them what they ought to get for their Produce, and they tell them 
what is going on with the Governor and the Missionaries. 

1732. Do they exercise any considerable Influence in that Capacity? 

Sometimes a great deal. 

1733. Those Instances of Europeans settling amongst the Natives are not 
frequent, are they ? 

Yes j they occur frequently. 

1734. Is there perfect Confidence in taking that Course ? 

Yes. 

1735. And their Confidence has been justified upon all Occasions, has it ? 

Yes ; they are generally very faithful in their Engagements with those White 

Men whom they look upon as Members of their own Tribe. 

I7S6. Are they ready to adopt any Settler who proposes to come among 
them ? 

Not unless they like him. 

1737. When he settles in that Way does he acquire any distinct Title to 
a Portion of Land ? 

He can take what Land he likes to cultivate. 

1738. Is that appropriated to him by the Tribe ? 

Yes. 

1739. He can mark off his Portion of Ground, and occupy it as his own ? 

The Chief will come and tell him, “You can have this Piece of Land, and 

“ you have it in the Right of your Wife.” 

1740. Do not the New Zealand Tribes hold their Land in common ? 

They do. 

1741. Are Individuals allow'ed to occupy a Portion as their own Right? 

A White Man living among them generally has a Portion of Land given to 
him. 

1742. Would that White Man be allowed to transfer the Property in his 
Land without the Consent of the Tribe ? 

No. 

1743. Would it descend to his Children if he died ? 

I do not think it would. His Children would adopt Native Customs. 

1744. So that it is in fact a very precarious Security that he has for his 
Capital ? 

It is a Life Interest, and you are subject to many Annoyances from the 
Natives. 

1745. It is not such a Position as a Man with Capital would occupy? 

No. 

1746. Did the Price of Land vary very much during your Acquaintance 
with the Colony ? 

Yes. 

1747. Was it very extravagant at any Time? 

At first it was. 

(46.9.) X 4 1748. What 
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1749. Who were those who formed that Estimate, and applied Capital to the 
Purchase of Land at those high Prices ? 

^ We all formed that Idea, and a Number of People acted upon it. 

1750. Did any People beyond those who went out with you, the Inhabitants 

“^?er‘l“eSer on^t' particular, who came from Hobart Town, and gave 
a very high Price. 

1751. Do you consider that the Resources of the Colony can never be fully 
developed till the Question of the Titles is fairly settled . 

No, I do not think it can. 

inw Yon have stated that from the small Number of Inhabitants in the 
MMIe Hand a great Opportunity is afforded now for the Extinction of the 
Se Claims ? Is the Population .of the Middle Island an increasing or 
diminishing Population ? 

It is diminishing. 

1753. In any considerable Ratio ? 

Very great. 

1754. To what would you attribute that? • rri .1 i 

I attribute it to Sickness, arising from the Change of their 
Habits, in mixing with theW'hite People, and also the Disposal of their Women 
to the White People. 

1755. Do you consider that the Native Population are capable of being 

employed advantageously as Labourers in the Colony ? . , t, 

It is difficult to say ; individually they might ; hut their desultory Habits aie 
opposed to continuous Labour. 

1756. Taking into account the Progress you have described to have taken 

place! do you think that an Addition to the labouring Power of the Colony is 
advantageous, or the reverse ? . 

It would be advantageous with Capital. 

1757. The Natives are Men of great physical Courage and great physical 

Ye"; v”!y‘-7he”;me a powerful Race of People. Few of them. I think, are 
under Five Feet Ten in Height. 

1758 The Natives, you say, are becoming Producers of Grain, which they sell 
for the Purposes of the Colonists; are they also Acquirers of Stock m any 

they are very fond of Stock, particularly of Horses. 

1759. Is that for the Purpose of Draught or for riding? 

For riding. They are very fond of riding. I have seen Na ive Women m 
Auckland living with White People riding on Side Saddles, with round Hats, 
Veils, and Habits. They ride very fast. 

1760. Do you think that the Natives me in any way improved ? 

I think they are in some Cases, but it is not general. 

1761. They have Slaves, have not they? , . u • T -i ... 

They have. Most of them, however, have returned to their own Tribes, 
owing to the Interference of the Missionaries. Those formerly taken m War 
were made Slaves. 

1762. Has the Progress of religious Instruction operated upon the State 

°^le™'they have returned to their Tribes. The Missionaries have desired 
them to send them hack. 

1763. And they have done so ? 

Yes. 
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1764. Has any "Return of Slaves within your Knowledge led to DiflBculties 
in respect to the Title to Lands? 

Yes ; particularly at New Plymouth. When the Lands were bought by the 
Company very few Natives were residing there, in consequence of the original 
Natives having been conquered at a former Period by another Tribe ; but since 
the Missionaries have done away with Slavery those Slaves who used to live 
there have returned, and now they claim the Payment which they did not 
receive before, and Governor Fitzroy has said they were entitled to it. 

1765. Do you mean that at the Time of the Purchase those Persona 
having been removed from a State of Slavery were no longer in occupation, 
but that they now return to claim a Consideration from the Purchaser of those 
Lands ? 

Yes. 

1766. Has that Question been settled, or is it still pending? 

It is still pending; it was settled by the Commissioner, Mr. Spain, who said 
the Lands were properly bought and paid for; but Governor Fitzroy reversed 
his Decision. 

1767. Was these a considerable Increase of Stock and Sheep during your 
Acquaintance with the Colony ? 

Yes, very gi'eat. 

1768. Do you think the Increase of Sheep might be carried considerably 
further if there were more Population ? 

Yes. 

1769. Is the Wool of such a Character as to afford a profitable Return for 
Sale in this Country ? 

Yes ; it is of a very good Quality. 

1770. Is the Effect of the increased Produce of New Zealand to cause a 
corresponding increased Demand for English Manufacture and Colonial 
Produce? 

I should say so. 

1771. Have you any Doubt that the Produce of New Zealand will be 
employed in purchasing Articles of which the Inhabitants of New Zealand 
are in want? 

No, I have not. 

1772. What is the Quality of the Wool as compared with New South Wales 
Wool ? 

It is considered superior. 

177s. Is the Power of producing it from the Quantity of Land which is 
necessary for the Support of a Flock of Sheep greater in New Zealand than 
in Australia? 

Much less Pasturage is required in New Zealand than in Australia. 

1774. If European Emigration took place to any considerable Extent, do 
you think that would be a Source of Protection against the Oppression of the 
Natives ? 

Certainly, if they were trained and armed. 

1775. Comparing the Necessity of keeping up military Defences for the 

Purposes of Protection and the Effect of providing for such Protection by 
an extensive Emigration, which of the Two would be most advantageous, in 
your Judgment ? , • 4 j 

I should say an extensive Emigration, provided they were trained and 
armed. 

1776. Are the Natives generally armed? 

The whole of them, I should say. 

1777- From what Sources do they derive those Supplies 
Ammunition? 

From the White People, and from Traders in former Days. 

(46.9 ) r 
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1778. Are they the best Description of Arms? ^ 

They take now the best ; formerly they used to take Muskets ; now they like 
double-barrelled Guns and Percussion Pieces. 

1779. Was not that prohibited? 

It has been prohibited lately by Governor Grey. 

1780. Is there any Danger that if that Prohibition is effectual as far as 
relates to our own Subjects a Supply of Ammunition always may be obtained 

*Thave*heard™m There is a very extensive Coast, which facilitates Smuggling. 

1781. Are there any Circumstances which have come to your Knowledge 
showing a Disposition ot the Part of any of the higher Classes of Society to 
emigrate to New Zealand, at the present Moment ? 

I know of several Families about to proceed there. 

1782. Of what Classes in Society ; are they Persons of Competence and 

^"yM^'^lVnow One Family who possess between Two and Three thousand a 
Year in this Country, and others also very well off. 

1783 Are there any Circumstances beyond those to which you have adverted, 
namely, the settling of the Question of Titles, and givmg greater Security to 
Property, which, in your Judgment, are required for the EncourUj^ement of 
Emigration ? 

No, I do not know of any. 

1784. Supposing those Two Difficulties to be removed, the Want of Security 
and the Want of Title, is it your Opinion that European Emigration might be 

carried to any considerable Extent? ,, , t 1 

To a very great Extent, and to no better Country ; none that I have ever 

1785. Would you think it necessary that Capital and Labour should both go 
out together ? 

Certainly. 

1786. Do you think they would mutually react upon each other ; that Capital 
would produce Labour, and that Labour would render the Application of Capital 
profitable ? 

Yes. 

1787. Provided the Proportion is kept up between them ? 

Yes. . .0-1 

1788. In the first instance, when you landed at Wellington, Capital .was 
superabundant as compared with Labour? 

Yes. 

1789. What was the Effect of that State of Things ? 

That Labour was dear. 

1790. And that Capital was consequently very unproductive? 

Yes. 

1791. Do you conceive that ' making Provision for an adequate Supply of 
Labour offers an Inducement to the Capitalist to invest his Capital ? 

Yes. 

1792. Should you feel more Security in investing Money in the Cultivation 
of Land in New Zealand, if you were assured of an adequate Supply of Labour? 

Certainly. 

1793. Have you any Doubt that all Parties would act upon that Principle? 
None. 

1794. Looking to the present Amount of Capital in the Colony, you are not 
prepared to say that the Colony is at present prepared to absorb any great 
additional Amount of Labour, are you ? 

• Not to any- great Extent. 

1795. Are not Emigrants sent out to New Zealand now ? 

To the new Colony of New Edinburgh. 

1796. Their 
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1796. Their Expenses being defi-ayed by the Proceeds of the Land Sales? Capt. J. Thomas. 

Yes. 4th April 1848. 

1797. Seventy>five per Cent, being applicable to that Purpose upon every — 

Land Sale ? 

Yes; and for Schools and Roads, which is a very essential Part of the 
Scheme. 

1798. Is not there a new Settlement proposed to be founded in New 
Zealand ? 

Yes; a Settlement called the Church of England Settlement. 

1799. Where is that about to be formed? 

I have understood near Port Nicholson. 

1800. Are you acquainted with that Part of the Colony ? 

Yes. I have been all over it. 

1801. Does that, in your Judgment, afford a proper Field for Colonization ? 

Very ; if they can have a satisfactory Adjustment with the Natives. 

1S02. From what Cause do you think that Difficulty arises ? 

The Natives informed me, when I passed through that Country Two Years 
ago, that they would not sell any more Land. 

1803. The Natives did ? 

Yes. 

1804. Did they assign any Reason for that Resolution ? 

They said they did not want any more White People to come among them. 

1805. Is that Indisposition to White People one which you have found to 
be general among the Natives ? 

No. 



1800. Are you personally acquainted with the Settlement of Otaki? 

I have been all over it. 

1807. Have you observed the Operation of that System of Settlement by 
the Company ? 

Yes. 

1808. Is it quite successful? 

It is now going on. 

1809. So far as you know, has it been successful ? 

The Sale of Land goes on but slowly in Scotland. 

1810. With respect to the Settlers who are brought out there, a Part of the 
Money for the Purchase of the Land is applied to the Prosecution of public 
Works ? 

Yes ; Roads and Bridges, and Schools. 

1811. Is the Effect of that to provide sufficient remunerative Employment 
for the Population ? 

Yes, in the first iostance. 

1812. Does it effectually protect them from any Difficulties upon their first 
starting ? 

Ii does, by giving them Employment. 

1813. Are they provided with Habitations there upon thmr first Amval ? 

They are. 

1814. How long is it generally that they need the Assistance of those public 

Works before they are able to support themselves ? j n 1 

It depends greatly upon their own Habits. Some of them spend all they 
earn. 

1815. Supposing an industrious Man with an average Family, how long 
would you suppose it to he necessary for him to depend upon the Public 
Improvements before he has the Means of supporting himself? 

I should think a Year or Two. 

(46,9.) Y 2 1816- He 
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1816. He comes out there without any actual Appropriation of Land, does 

not he ? 

Yes. 

1817. When he comes there he is at liberty to obtain Land by Application 

for it ? . 

As soon as he can pay for it. 

1818. Then the first Process for him to adopt is for him to seek for it m 
this Way ; and if he wishes to obtain Land, to save from his Wages sufiRcient to 
purchase it ? 

Yes. 

1819. Have you known of any considerable Arrivals there ? 

When I left Otago no Settlers had arrived. I left there a Twelvemonth 
ago the 16th of this Month. 

°1820. Were there any Cases of much Distress or Difficulty among the 

'^"tS were only the Surveyors, with a few Squatters, in Otago when I 
left the Colony. The Settlers sailed in November from this Country for Otago. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned to Friday next, 
Two o’clock. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON COLONIZATION FROM IRELAND. 



173 



Die Martis, \ \° Aprilis 1848 . 



The LORD MONTEAGLE OF BRANDON in the Chair. 



Evidence on 
Colonization from 
Ireland. 



Mr. JOHN BESNARD junior is called in, and examined as follows : Mr.J.Besmrdjuit 



1821. WHERE do you reside? iitli April 1S4S 

At Cork. 

1822. What Connexion have you had with the Question of practical Emi- 
gration ? . p Ti • r 

I have been very extensively connected with the Selection of Emigrants tor 
Australia,, since I8S7 as a paid Agent, and for Two or Three Years previously 
I took a very active Interest in its Promotion, in consequence of my Father 
having been the first to suggest to Her Majesty’s Government the Necessity 
of free Emigration of Females from Ireland. 

1823. When you say a paid Agent, do you mean that you were a paid 
Agent to the Government? 

No. 



1824, What Appointment did you hold? 

I only acted on One or Two Occasions for Her Majesty’s Land and Emigra 
tion Commissioners j but I acted as Agent for Mr. Marshall from the Year 1837 
to 1840, and for Messrs. Carter and Bonus in 1841, 1842, 1843, and 1844. 

1825. You acted for those Shipowners under the Bounty System ? 

Yes. 



1826. Upon the Cessation of the Bounty System were you also employed 

by the Emigration Commissioners ? „ , 

Yes, for a short Time, in selecting a limited Number for One or Two Ships. 

1827. From the Year 1837 to the present Time your Attention has been 
turned to the Subject? 

Yes. 

1828. Do you at present hold any other Appointment in Ireland ? 

Yes : a very public Situation. I am General Weighmaster for the City of 
Cork. I preside over the Cork Butter Market, which I presume is the largest 
and most extensive in the World. 



1829. Can you state what the Value of the Butter that is sold in Cork is ? 

Considerably over Half a Million Sterling per Annum. 

1830. Does your Position as Weighmaster bring you in contact with any 
considerable Number of the Farmers and the agricultural Population of 

Almost daily with the Farmers of the Counties of Cork, Limerick, Clare, 
and Kerry. 

1831. Does it also bring you in communication with the Merchants and th'e 
Shipping Interest of Cork ? 

Yes, very much. 

1832. Call you give the Committee a Return of the Number of that 
have been despatched from Cork with Emigrants, within your Knowledge, in 
different Years ? 

I can, as far as Australia is concerned. 



1833. How many were despatched between 1837 and 1840-41 ? 

I can give you the exact Number of Ships de^atched from Cork un^r my 
Agency from 1841 to 1844, but not from Plymouth without referring to Books. 
(46.10.) Y 3 18.34. What 
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1834. What Numbers were despatched from Cork ? ^ 

I despatched Nineteen First-class Ships m 184,1, Three in 184,2, and Eleven 
in 1843 and 1844- 

1835. Were those Ships laden with Emigrants under the Bounty System? 

They were. 

1 8.36 Tor what Houses in Enj^land . _ , 

Srs Carter and Bonus. Eleven of those Nineteen were chartered by 
them under a direct Contract with the Colonial Government; the other Eight 
went on what was termed the Owner's Account. 

1837. How many were despatched in the Year 181-2 ? ^ 

Three Ships were despatched to Launceston in Van Diemen s Land. 

1S3S. How many in the Years 1843-44? 

Eleven. 

1839. Have you any Cognizance of any. Vessels being despatched from Cork 
between the Year 1842 and the present Time ? 

No Ships whatever were sent to Australia since 1844, from Cork. 

1840. In the Years 1843-44 to what Colonies did the Eleven go ? 

Direct from Cork to Sydney and Port Phillip. 

1841 Will you describe, going back to the Year 1841. how Biat Emotion 
warun lertaL^n ; were they Vessels entirely freighted with Emigrants from 
Maml or were they VesLls which started originally from England, com- 

nletino- their Number of Passengers m Ireland? 

Tim Stos were despatched in the first instance from Deptford, bringing any 
Number of Passengers that ofiered. and then they came to Cork, and were 
filled up at Cork. 

1842. Was that the Coarse followed in the succeeding Years? 

Yes. 

1843. Was not there an Engagement entered into with Mr. Dowling of Van 

^ hS'**Dowiin» of Van Diemen’s Land was authorized by the Colonists of Van 
Diemen’s Land, with the Sanction of the Colonial Government, to come to this 
Country, and select a certain Number of Emigrants. 

1844. In what Year was that ? 

I think he arrived in this Country in 1840 or 1841. 

1845. Did he visit Ireland, and had you any Communications with him ? 

Y’es. 

1846. Will you describe those Communications? , 

When he first arrived in England he succeeded in getting as manyEmipants 

as filled One or Two Ships, but with so much Trouble and Expense to himsell 
that he applied to Messrs. Carter and Bonus to know whether they would 
undertake to .supply the Difference, and they stated to him that they would, 
provided he sent his Ships to Cork, to which he at first objected, having very 
candidly stated that he had a very strong Prejudice to Irish Emigrants. 

1847. Was he a Colonist? , , o, • . i j 

I believe he was. He subsequently agreed to send the Ships to Cork, and 

he himself came, and superintended very attentively the whole Business, and 
returned to Van Diemen’s Land under very different Impressions indeed. 

1848. Did he express that Difference of Opinion after he had seen the 

to me. and, I believe, to Her Majesty’s Land and Emigration 
Commissioners, to whom he had very freely communicated his Dislike ; at least 
he told me so. 

1849. Have imu had Occasion to receive any Communications from the 
Colony, either from the Emigrants themselves, or from any Persons on their 

Behali, since the Emigrants were despatched from Cork? 

I have frequently received Letters from the Emigrants, and frequently trom 
Friends, and frequently from Two Brothers who were residing in the Colony. 

1850. What 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON COLONIZATION FBOM IRELAND. 

1850. What have been the Purport of those Communications ? Jlr.J.BamrdJim. 

Most satisfactory as, to the Manner in which the Emigrants had got on 

there. 

1851. Have you got the Letters? ‘ , t i 

I have the Copy of a very recent one, dated the 28th July 1847, from a 
Lady of great Respectability there, a Mrs. Boyd. It it dated Belfast, Port Fary, 

20th July 1847. 

1852. Was she an Emigrant? 

No. 

1853. Was she a Settler? .... 

Yes It is quite a new Settlement, and I think it is about 400 or 500 Miles 
from 'Sydney. “Almost all the Land in the Neighbourhood has been 
“ purchased by Mr. A. He has laid out 16,0001. in special Surveys at U. per 
Acre, and as the Land is of a fine Description for agricnltural Purposes, he 
“ has no Difficulty in letting it in Farms varying from 50 to 100 Acres, at a 
“ yearly Rent of One Bushel of Wheat per Acre on Leases ot Twenty-one and 
“ Thirty-one Years. The Wheat produced is of a very fine Quality, and is 
“ much prized in Sydney and Melburn. Bellhst bids fair to be the Granary ot 
New South Wales. ThePotatoes here are alsoofa particularly fine Description. 

“ Butter and Cheese are also made, the former excellent. When I see the 
“ Comfort in which the working Classes here are in, and read the sad Accounts 
“ of the Distress in Ireland, I grieve at the Check put to Emigration, and 1 do 
“ not see, any Prospect of its being extensively resumed, unless the Noblemen 
“ and Gentry of Ireland form Emigration Societies among themselves, and 
“ send the People out here. 5,000 would find Employment at Belfast and 
“ Portland Bay alone. If distributing Agents were appointed to accompany 
“ Emigrants into the Interior of the Country there is no calculatin^g on the 
“ Number of Persons that would find Employment in this Part 
“ It would grieve you to see the splendid Cattle which are boded down for the 
“ Want of People to eatthem. We have great Confidence that Mrs. Chisholm s 
disinterested Testimony will make a gieat Impression on Government, 

“ and ultimatelv lead to good Results. Without a constant Supply of Labour 
“ be kept up, this Colony cannot prosper. Should a Supply he^^sent equal to 
“ the Demand, there is a fine Opening here for honest Industry. 

1854.. Have you seen Letters from any of the Emigrants themselves, as well 
as Letters written from Colonists, giving an Account of the Prospects of the 

^'several brought to me by their Friends, and taken away again. 

1855. In any of those Letters was any Anxiety expressed by the Emigrants 
that their Friends and Relations should follow them ? 

The greatest possible Anxiety ; and within the last Year very larj,e Si 
Money have been remitted in Sums of 5l, 10k, and 20k 

1856. Remitted by Emigrants to their Friends at home ? 

Yes, to a very considerable Extent. 

1857. In what Manner did they make those Remittances? 

Sometimes on private Merchants in London, and someUmes through the 
Australasian and Union Bank. 

1858. Are you acquainted with the new Syst^ which has late!} 
proposed by Earl Grey for the Facilitation of those Remittances from Austra la 
to this Country ? 

I cannot say that I am. 

1859. From your own Knowledge you believe that of tiS^MoSyVo 

ties for making such Remittances, and ensunng the Secunty o y 

remitted, will be a great Advantage both in the Colony and to the People ot 

Ireland? . , ,, z-v • 

The greatest posable Advantage, in my humble Opinion. 

1860. You described a Change of Opinion on tlie m''Mand°ff 

and the favourable View taken by that Gratleman aft rnlnnization in 

the Capacity of the Irish Emigianta^fer the Purposes of Colontaario^rn 

(46.10.) t * 
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Australia 1 are you able to explain wbat were the Objections which he 
originally entertained, and upon what Experience he considered those 
Obiections to be removed? . , „ • 

He came to Ireland under the full Impression that the Emigrants were every 
thing it was possible to express. He really came supposing that they had not 
a Second Change of Clothing, and that they were the rnost beggarly and desti- 
tute Portion of the Human Race, I believe; but the Parties who have been 
emigrating to Australia are not that Class of Persons. 

1861. Have you been able, in your Position at Cork, to compare the Class of 
Persons who have gone by voluntary Emigration to British North America and 
the United States with the selected Emigrants who went to Australia ? 

Yes. 



1 S62. Did they practically form a different Class of Emigrants ? 

Y"es, very different. 

1863. Will you describe to the Committee the Distinction between the Two 

^ The very Nature of the Regulations adopted under the Government Emi- 
gration prevents Parties that are not in all respects well off for Clothing from 
emigrating. There being no Check of that sort with respect to American 
Emigration, the Parties present quite a different Appearance. 

1864. There is a certain Deposit required with respect to American Emigra- 
tion, is there not? 

Y’es. 



1865. How much is it? 

One Pound per Adult. 

1 866. Practically may it not be rather considered in the Nature of an Advance 
made than an actual Payment ? 

Decidedly, for Value to be received. 

1867. Is not an Emigrant on his Arrival entitled to all his Cooking Apparatus 
and other Necessaries with which he has been furnished on board the Vessel ? 

Yes ; and Bedding, if well conducted. 

1868. And are not those practically speaking at least an Equivalent for the 
Pound he has paid ? 

I am quite satisfied that if the Emigrant had to get them that he would not get 
for 25s. what he is provided with for a Pound. 

IS69. Are they provided by the Government? 

Yes; and there would be no depending upon the Parties without that 
Arrangement. Previously to that Arrangement there was a great deal of 
Trouble and Annoyance experienced. 

1870. Can you give the Committee an Account of the Number of Emigrants 
tliat were despatched to Australia and Van Diemen’s Land under your Super- 
intendence ? 

Yes; I can give the Committee an accurate Account of the Number sent 
from Cork. Since I commenced Emigration I am perfectly safe in saying that 
I have selected several Thousand Souls. 

1871. Prom what Parts of Ireland have they mainly come ? 

I had Agents stationed in every Part of Ireland ; but the Majority of the 
People came from the Counties of Limerick, Clare, Tipperaiy, and Cork. 

1872. Munster, in short? 

Yes. 

1873. To what Classes of the Population did they mainly belong? 

Generally agricultural Labourers holding a small Quantity of Ground, say 

an Acre. 



1874. Agricultural Classes ; small Farmers and Labourers ? 

No, not small Farmers, 

1875. But not many of the lower Classes of the Towns ? 

I always avoided City Mechanics as much as possible. 

I876. Y’ou 
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3876. You preferred the agricultural Labourers? . MrJ.Besnardjun 

Yes, and Country Mechanics. 

1877. Was that Preference in consequence of any Instructions that were 
conveyed to you, or any Knowledge of the Class of Persons that would be most 
likely to succeed in the Colony? 

My Instructions were always to give a Preference to Country Labourers 
and Mechanics ; and all the Letters that I received from the Colony have 
strengthened me in the Conviction that that was quite the proper Course to 
pursue. 

1878. Was there any considerable Mortality at any Time on board the Ships 
that went to Australia under your Superintendence? 

I think the average Number of Deaths was about Two and a Half per Cent. 

1879. Have you any Means of knowing whether the Parties carry out 
with them, besides their Clothes and other Necessaries, any Sums of Money 
generally ? 

Very little, I think. 

1880. Have you any Knowledge whether any of those Parties, on arriving 
and fixing themselves in the Colonies, have prospered, and advanced their 
Condition in Life ? 

Yes j placing Reliance on their own Letters. 

1881. Will you state to the Committee what Arrangements are made in 
Cork for the Reception of those Emigrants previously to their Embarkation ? 

In consequence of what the Emigrants suffered at and going to Plymouth 
in the Years 1837, 1838, 1839, and 1840, when Messrs. Carter and Bonus and I 
had made Arrangements, one of my Conditions, or Suggestion I should more 
properly say, because it was readily acceded to, was that a Depot should be 
established at Cork. When I was in the habit of sending Emigrants to Ply- 
mouth, the Complaints were so continual, and of so very distressing a Nature, 
that I could no longer continue to send Parties to Plymouth. 

1882. What were those Complaints? 

The Emigrants stated that they were badly lodged, badly fed, and unkindly 
treated. 

1883. \Vas that on board or on their Arrival at Plymouth ? , . « , 

On their Arrival at Plymouth. I never had any Reason to complain ot the 

fitting, finding, or despatching of Mr. Marshall’s Ships. 

1884 What was the Arrangement which you proposed to substitute for that ? 

I proposed to establish a Depot, into which the Emigrants might be received 
for a Week or Ten Days previous to sailing. 

1885. At what Expense was that Depot to be established ? 

In 1841 Messrs. Carter and Bonus bore a considerable Portion of the 
Expense towards the fitting out, and whenever the Emigrants were detained 
from One Ship till the next their Arrangement with me was that they should 
be paid Is. per Day. I was the Owner of the Depot, and I went to very 
considerable Expense myself also. 

1SS6. For that Is. a Day were they provided with Food and Lodging and 

They did .vhat they pleased with the Shilling i but they were found with 
Bedding, Fire, Lights, Soap, and hot Water, without any Expense, from the 
Time they entered tlie Depot. 

1887. Did you adhere to that Principle, or did you afterwards adopt another ? 

I adopted another Principle in 1S42, 1843, and 1844. 

1888. What was the Principle you then adopt^ ? tliP 

Being anxious to make the Dep6t as like a Ship as ^ ^ 

very same Course in the Dep5t that was adopted on boar > p 

1889. "What was your Motive for that ? c„c+oo. tw- 

My Object was to train the Emigrants up to the exact b)stem 

(4-e.io.) Z 
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would have to pursue on board Ship, 
ing of the very same Number as on 
the Cook, exactly as on board Ship. 



They were formed into Messes, consist- 
board ‘Ship, and they were oliged to go to 



1890. Were they provisioned after the same Fashion? j • 

They were provisioned rather more liberally, and they were always found m 
fresh Meat. 



1891. Was this on shore ? 

Yes ; at the Depot. 

1892. Did you conceive that any Advantages resulted from this Species of 
Shore Initiation into the Usages of a Passage ? 

The greatest possible Advantages. 

1893. Will you state what they were ? 

When a Ship left London with her Passengers, a Plan of the between Decks 
was at once forwarded to me, and when the Ship arrived at Cove I had nothing 
to do but to take the Emigrants direct to the Ship ; and they were so com- 
pletely up to their Business (if I may use the Terra) that the Agents at Cove 
were enabled to despatch the Ships on the very first favourable Wind. Before 
that we always considered it necessary to give the Emigrants Two or Three 
Days on board. 

1894'. Were there any great Number of Emigrants at the Time in tlie 
Dep6t ? ... 

Frequently from 200 to 300, and frequently from 100 to 150, waiting from 
the sailing of one Ship to sail by the next. My Agreement always with the 
Emigrants was, that if there was not Room in the Ship that came round that 
they must wait for the next ; but it was very desirable to have such a Number 
always in the Dep6t as would enable me to classify the Parties on board so 
that there should not be too many Children in One Ship. 

1895. Were they detained any Length of Time in the Depot? 

I have had them in the Dep6t for Six and Seven Weeks together. 

1896. How did you maintain any Sort of Discipline among them ? Did you 
aim at that ? 

Yes. I had in charge of the Depot a Serjeant of the Army, and his Wife, 
with a grown-up Family of Daughters, and I was very fortunate in my Selec- 
tion, lie being an extremely correct Man. He carried all the Rules and Regu- 
lations out exactly as on board Ship. The Emigrants had to make their Beds 
in the Morning, and to do every thing as on board Ship. 

1897. Had you any Difficulty in carrying on that sort of Discipline among 
them ? 

Not the slightest. From the Period when the Depot was established, until 
Emigration ceased direct from Cork, I never saw an Emigrant in the slightest 
Degree intoxicated in that Depot. 

1898. Had you any Power of enforcing Discipline ? 

No. 

IS99. Did they do any Work? 

The Males did not. 



1900. W'hat did they do during the Day ? 

I had a Library for such of them as could read, and a Room for the young 
Women to attend Needlework, and I sent the Children to School. 

1901. Have you had 500 or 6OO Emigrants at a Time remaining in the Depot 
for Five or Six Weeks ? 

Not so many as 500 or 6OO. I have had from 200 to 300 at a Time in the 
Depot, and 100 or 200 for Six Weeks frequently. 

1902. And without doing any Work? 

Yes. 

1903. You were able to maintain Order during all that Time ? 

Perfectly ; I never saw the slightest Disorder in the Depot. It was visited 
daily by a Roman Catholic and a Protestant Clergyman, and by a Physician. 

1904. How 
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1904). How long has that Depot been discontinued? 

Since 1845, in consequence of Emigration having ceased. It was my own 
>rivate Establishment ; but free Emigration having ceased, I am free to say that 
could not afford to keep it idle. 



Mr.J. Hisnardjitn. 
llih April 18-W. 



1905. It has not been revived since the Emigration System has been 
revived ? 

No. 



1906. Any Emigrant now wishing to proceed from the South of Ireland to 
Australia must be sent to join the Ship at Plymouth ? 

Yes. 



1907. Emigration Ships do not touch at Cove? 

No ; not for Australia. 

1908. How are they now sent ? 

By Steamer from Cork to Plymouth. 

1909. And from Dublin to Plymouth? 

Yes. 

1910. What do you do with them when they are shipped at Cork now, 
before they are sent to Plymouth? Are they in the Dep6t? 

1 have at present no Connexion with the Selection of Emigrants. 

1911. They ai*e transmitted merely. But there is an Emigrant Agent there, 

Mr. Friend, and there is also an Emigration Agent in Dublin, is there not ? 

Yes. 

1912. And Advice is tendered to Emigrants by those Agents with respect 
to the Steam Packet Shms for Plymouth, and no further Assistance is given ? 

1 believe Lieutenant Friend sees the Emigrants embark. 

1913. The Passage is paid for ? 

I understand so. 

1914. When Emigration was at first revived, were not the Emigrants 
exposed to a Deck Passage and its Inconveniences ? 

Yes. 

1915. Take the Deck Passage with which you must be most familiar, 
namely, that from Cork to Plymouth, do you think that the Deck Passage to 
Plymouth was an expedient Opening for the Shipment of Emigrants to 
Australia? 

No Language at my Command could describe the Sufferings of the Emigrants 
when sent by Steamers as Deck Passengers. 

1916. Have any Facts come to your Knowledge which you are able to state 
to the Committee upon that Subject? 

I have myself witnessed the most painful and distressing Scenes. On one 
Occasion a Man of the Name of Ryan from Nenagh in the County ol 
Tipperary, with a large Family, as well as my Memory serves me Six Children, 
in the Year 1839, proceeded with a Number of Passengers to join a Ship at \ 

Plymouth. The Night turned out very bad, and they all got wet, and the Man 
died in a very short Time after his Arrival, from Cramp produced and brought 
on by the Cold. 

1917. What became of his Family ? 

They returned back to Cork to me, and then they had to proceed back to the 
Place from whence they came. 

1918. Is the Exposure of a Deck Passenger from Cork to Plymouth more 
than the ordinary Exposure to which Passengers may be liable ? 

There is not the slightest Difference or Distinction between the Accommo- 
dation afforded to Pigs and Sheep and tliat afforded to the Deck Passengers. 

1919. Is the Deck Passage by an Irish Steamer worse than the Deck Passage 
on the-Deck of an ordinary Steam Packet? 

On board the Steamers plying between Cork and Plymouth, as I said before, 
there is no Accommodation whatever, in consequence of the Deck being 
(46.10.) Z 2 ‘ altogether 
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altogether taken up by Cattle, Sheep, and Pigs. Some of the Steamers going 
from Dublin to Liverpool are not allowed to carry Cattle ; but Emigration does 
not happen to go on from there. 

1920. Has there not been some Change made by the Colonization Commis- 
.sioners, in consequence of Complaints of the Hardships to which the Emigrants 
were subjected upon the Deck ? 

Yes, so I understand. 

1921. Do you know what Alteration there has been ? 

I was told by the Government Emigration Agent at Cork, that m conpcpience 
of the Hardships which the Emigrants endured the Commissioners had con- 
sented to pay a Pound per Head for getting them between Deck Accommodation 
and Food. But as long as Emigrants are sent to Plymouth, I am of opinion 
that a careful Man should be sent in charge of them, to see that they get their 
Food &c &c. I am also of opinion that certain Hoorn should be reserved accord- 
ing to the Number. It would be impossible to see Passengers of this Class 
made comfortable before the Steamer sails, so much Confusion exists to the 
last Moment. It is after the Steamer gets clear of the Quay that this must 
be done. 



1922. They are not now Deck Passengers ? , , tt ck. n 

They are sometimes lodged in the Horse Stalls, and when the Horse Stalls 
are occupied they are then sent between Decks. I understand that is the 
Arrangement at present. 

192S. What Number of Hours are consumed in the Passage between Ply- 
mouth and Cork ? 

From Twenty-four to Thirty Hours; sometimes more. 

1924. Was there any Difficulty or any Inconvenience found from the former 
System of the Emigrant Ships touching at Cork, and taking up the Irish Emi- 
grants there ? 

Not that I am aware of. 

1925. Are you aware whether it produces any material Prolongation of the 

Voyage to Australia ? , 

1 think it would make a Difference of Seven or Eight Days, perhaps. 

1926. At the Time that Messrs. Carter and Bonus and Mr. Marshall carried 
on the Emigration System, they voluntarily preferred touching at Cork ? 

Yes ; Messrs. Carter and Bonus did. Mr. Marshall’s Ship sailed from Ply- 
mouth. 

1927. At the Times of Departure are the Passengers in each of those; 
Steamers overcrowded, do you think ? 

The Steamers proceeding from Cork to Liverpool are dreadfully overcrowded. 

1928. Had you Opportunities of observing the Emigration of last Year for 
British North America from the City of Cork? 

Yes ; but I gave it no very particular Attention. Being a Resident, I saw it. 



1929. Did not a considerable Portion of that Emigration take place through 
the Port of Liverpool ? 

A very large Poition. 

1930. How were those Emigi*ants conveyed from Cork to Liverpool ? 

By Steamer. 

1931. Was there any Regulation with respect to the Number of Passengers 
taken on board those Steamers ? 

None whatever. 

1932. Was the Number of Passengers taken on board those Steamers to 
Liverpool such as in your Judgment to be inconveniently in Excess ? 

Very much so. 

193s. Supposing any Accident were to take place, did the Number of those 
Passengers bear any Disproportion to the Number of Boats ? 

There have been Occasions on which as many as 700, 800, 900, 1,000, and 

1,200 
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1,200 Passengers have proceeded, and in my Opinion there was not Accom* Mr.J.Besuurdjuti. 
modation in the way of Boats for 100. 

1934. Were there any Arrangements made in Cork that had the Effect of 

preventing the Departure of Emigrants who might be subject to Fever? 

No. 

1935. You are aware that in the course of the last Year the Vessels from 
Liverpool and Cork were those in which the greatest Instances of Mortality 
occurred ? 

Yes. 



1936. To what would you attribute that? 

1 think Parties went on board diseased in almost every Ship. 

1937. Do you think that any previous Investigation at the Port of Departure, 
say Cork or Liverpool, would have been sufficient to guard against Fever in the 
coarse of the last Year ? 

I think it would have been very useful ; but I am satisfied, without some 
Person to enforce Regularity on board, independently altogether of the Captain, 
that Emigration to America can never be properly conducted. 

1938. Do you think that it would liave been useful to have had some 
preliminary Investigation, so as to have diminished the Chance of Persons with 
Fever upon them embarking as Emigrants ? 

I think it would have been highly important if a Medical Officer had 
examined the Emigrants previous to embarking. 

1939. Have you had any Cause to remark the State of the Water Casks on 
board Emigrant Ships ? 

I cannot .say that I have given that Matter much Attention; but 1 am 
bound to state that I take it to be utterly impossible for the Government 
Agent superintending so large an Emigration as that which went on from Cork 
last Year to give sufficient Attention, whatever his Anxiety may be, to all 
Matters connected with the Ships; and I am of opinion that Mr. Friend 
should be empowered to employ, in the Months of March, April, and May, a 
respectable Master Cooper to examine all Casks to be used for Water, and 
whose Duty would be to report on the Cleanliness and Soundness of the same. 
The Cost would be trifling ; say 8?. per Month. 

1940. The Government Agent at Cork, Lieutenant Friend, is a Gentleman 
of the highest possible Character, and the greatest Activity and Industry, is he 

It would in my Opinion be impossible to find a more indefatigable or humane 
Officer than Lieutenant Friend. 

1941. And yet with those Qualifications you conceive that the Labour cast 
upon him was greater in such a Port as Cork than he could adequately 
perform ? 

I have not the least Doubt of it. 

1942. What was tlie Amount of Emigration last Year ? 

I am not prepared to state that; several Thousands ; a very large Number 
indeed. I have never been connected with American Emigration, except on 
one Occasion, in 1842. 

1943. How was the Expense of the Dep6t provided for ; was it paid by the 

^'rheViiWic had nothing whatever to do witli it; and with the Exception of 
the Money paid by Messrs. Carter and Bonus to me, when the Emigrants were 
detained in consequence of Ships not getting round in Time, or those that were 
kept from one Ship till the next, the rest of the Expense was borne by me, out 
of the Commission which I received from them. 

1944. A Commission from whom ? 

From Messrs. Carter and Bonus. 

1945. That was a private Arrangement altogether? 

Yes. 

(46.10.) Z 8 1W6- Did 
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1946. Did you receive such a Commission from them as remunerated you 

for the Expenses of that Establishment ? • t' ■ .* 

I am Sony to say that I lost very heavily by my Connexion iv.th Emigration 
since 1837. 

1947 That was an Establishment set up entirely by yourself, independently 
of Messrs. Carter and Bonus, for the Purpose of facilitating the Maintenance of 
Emigrants before their Embarkation ? ,i • n 

Entirely, with the Exception, in 1841, that they gave something like SOOi. or 
SOOi. towards Fittings and Bedding. I paid the Rent, all the Officers con- 
nected with it, and very considerably enlarged it in 1843-44, being under the 
Impression that Emigration would have continued. 

1948. How long did you maintain that Establishment ? 

From 1841 down to 1845. 

igpg. Was that all done without any certain Prospect of Remuneration to 

^°l'raected the Dep6t, and established it, under the Impression that Emigration 
would have continued from the Port of Cork. 

1950. But in what Way would that Emigration have remunerated you for 

the Expense you incurred ? . , , i . i, 

I hoped that the Emigration would have continued long enough to have 

repaid me. 

1951. What Commission did you receive from Messrs. Carter and Bonus for 

your Services? , . , ^ i i -n 

At the Rate of 15s. per Adult, for which I undertook every Expense con- 
nected with the Selection, Payment of Agents, and Advertisements. 

1952. When the Bounty System ceased, you were employed for some Time 
under the Colonial Commissioners, were you not? 

I acted only for One or Two Ships. 

195S. What Course did you take then? Did you still retain your Dep6t? 

I had the Depot on one Occasion that I acted for the Commissioners ; but 
the Emigrants being obliged to proceed to Plymouth, it was of no Use. I did 
not give it up till I saw that there was no Chance of Emigration being resumed 
from the Port of Cork. 



1954. From your Acquaintance with the Habits and Wishes of the People, 

are you enabled to state to the Committee wliether there exists on the Part of 
any considerable Mass of the Irish Population, such as you consider to be 
eligible Emigrants, a Desire to emigrate ? ^ , 

Since 1 first became acquainted with Australian Emigration, I never knew 
the Disposition to emigrate to that Part of the World stronger than at the 
present Moment. 

1955. Are many Applications made to. you by the People upon the Subject ? 

A great many ; and I believe that Feeling to be produced greatly by the 

Number of Emigrants that proceeded to America last Year ; and the Feeling that 
there may not be so good an Opening for them in America, and from the satis- 
factory Letters that have been received from Australia for the last Two Years. 

1956. Does there exist on the Part of the Roman Catholic Clergy any Indis- 
position to the Emigration of the People ? 

Some are very much against it i but I know several who are favourable to it. 



1957. Have you perceived any Alteration in their Opinions upon that Sub- 
ject since the Pressure of the late Distress in Ireland ? 

I cannot say that I have had a good Opportunity, in consequence of not 
being in a Position to come directly in communication with tliem on tire 
Subject. 

1958. You stated that when you were charged with this Emigration that you 
had Agents in different Parts of Ireland. Where were those Agents ? 

I had Agents in Belfast, Rathkeale, Limerick, Nenagh, Charleville, Kilwortli, 
Kanturk, Gahir, Balliiiasloe, Carlow, Mountmellick, Monasterevin, Kilrusli, 
Dingle, Armagh, Teniplemore, Tullagh, Clonmell, Cork, Middleton, Tullagh- 

more, 
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more, Dublin, Tipperary, Newport, Carberry, Kilkenny, Enniscorthy, Galway, 
Dungarvon, Soraerhill, in the County of Meath, Fermanagh, Skibbereen, 
Mitchell’s Town, Abbeyleix, Drogheda, Sligo, Killarney, and Newry. 

1959* Were you in correspondence with those Agents? 

Yes, frequently. 

1960. Can you state, as the Result of that Correspondence, whether in their 
respective Districts there exists a strong Desire for Emigration ? 

in some of those Places very strong, and in others a less Disposition. 

1961. Have the Applications which have been made to you generally 
exceeded the Number of Berths for Emigrants that you were able to provide ? 

Always. In the Year 1843 there was not so great a Disposition in the 
South of Ireland, in consequence, I am bound to say, of the unfortunate 
Agitation that w^as going on in the Country. The People laboured under the 
Opinion that something was likely to occur which it is almost unnecessary to 
explain. 

1962. You mean some political Changes ? 

Yes. 

1963. Subsequently to 1843 did you find the Desire for Emigration revive? 
Very much. 

1964. What were the Duties of those local Agents? 

The only Power that I gave the Agents was to ascertain the Genuineness of 
the Signatures and the Recommendations. 

1965. Did they exercise any Power of Inspection, in order to assure you 
that the Emigrant whose Application was forwarded was a fitting Person 
for it ? 

They were simply bound to fill up a printed Form, to ascertain that the 
Signatures were genuine, and forward the Paper to me for my Approval; and, 
in order to give the best Information I could upon the Subject, in 1843 I 
sent a Circular such as this {exhibiting the mme) to every Clergyman in 
Ireland, North, South, East, and West, Protestant and Roman Catholic, to all 
Postmasters, and to several Magistrates. 

1966. Have you to any Extent kept up your Communication with the 
Colony, by reason of the Number of Emigrants who sailed from Cork ? 

Yes ; 1 continue to correspond with several Parties in the Colony. 

1967. Is there not a Railroad in progress now uniting Cork and Dublin, 
and practically Limerick and Cork? 

Yes. 

1968. On the Completion of that Railroad, do you consider that the Con- 
venience of Cork, as a Port of Embarkation for the Colonies, will be very 
considerably increased ? 

I believe when that Railroad is completed that Cork will become the largest 
Emigration Port in the United Kingdom, and that is the Impression of every 
Government Agent in Ireland that I have conversed with. 

1969. What will be the Time necessary to communicate between Dublin 
and Cork by that Railway? 

I think it is calculated at about Six Hours. 

1970. What Time is occupied in the Passage by Sea from Dublin to Cork 
at the present Moment ? 

Much depends upon the Weather; but it has been done in Fourteen and 
Fifteen Hours ; it has taken Twenty-four and Thirty. I should think Twent}^- 
four would be a safe Average, Winter and Summer. 

1971. Has there been any Experiment tried of Australian Emigration from 
a British Port, touching first, not at Cork, but at Dublin or Belfast, or any 
other Irish Port? 

I have no Recollection of any Ship touching either at Dublin or at Belfast 
to fill up with Passengers, 

(46.10.) Z 4 1972. As- 
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1972. Assuming the Expediency of touching at an Irish Port the Purpose 
of taking up Emigrants for Australia, and assuming, further, the Completion of 
the Cork aiid Dublin Railway, is there any other Port that you conceive would 

offer such Advantages for Emigration as Cork ? , • i oi • u 

No. I am quite sure that there is no Port in Ireland to which Ships could 
be brought so cheaply, or to which Shipowners would consent so freelyto send 
their Ships. They have a very great Objection to send their Ships to Dublin. 

1973. What is the largest Number of Emigrants that you have known go to 

Australia at any One Time in One Vessel? 

I think 250 may be considered about the Average 01 rirst-class Ships. 



1974. Of what Tonnage ? 

About 600 Tons Register. 

1975. When they amounted to so large a Number, had they been for some 
Time accumulating in the Dep6t before they embarked ? 

It frequently happened so. 

1976. When Messrs. Carter and Bonus conducted Emigration under the 
Bounty System, they established a very good System of Discipline on board 
their Ships going to Australia, did they not, under the Authority of Surgeon 
ISIasfcr ? 

Yes ; and I am bound to state these Gentlemen left nothing undone to secure 
the Health and Welfare of the Emigrants. 

1977. Was there any Means after arriving in the Colony of punishing any 
of the Emigrants who had contravened that System of Discipline? 

No. 



1978. It was quite a voluntary System ? 

Quite so. 

1979. When you say that you have seen a considerable Number of very 
favourable Reports from Emigrants sent home to their Friends in Ireland, of 
what Colony in Austi'alia do you principally speak ? 

Of Sydney and Port Phillip. 

1980. Have the greatest Number of those whose Emigration you have been 
acquainted with gone to those Two Colonies? 

Yes ; with the Exception of about .500 to Van Diemen’s Land, all the rest 
were to New South Wales and Port Phillip. 

1981. Did I understand you to say, from your Experience of this Year, that 
YOU thought the Irish People were more inclined to emigrate to Australia now 
than to America. 

What I said, or what I intended to say, was, that I never knew the Disposition 
to go to Australia greater than at the present Moment; and I believe that 
Feeling to be produced in Consequence of the good Accounts from Australia, 
and the Population labouring under the Impression that so many have proceeded 
to America the last Year or two that there would not be so good an Opening- 
in America as there would he to Australia. 



1982. Have you found in Cork and its Neighbourhood a Disinclination on 
tlie Part of the People to go to America ? 

I cannot say that, because they are most anxious to go anywhere ; but I am 
satisfied that if there were Funds sufficiently great to take them to Australia 
there would be more go to Australia than to America this Year. 

1983. Have you found that the Persons who were disposed to go to Australia 
on account of the greater Distance from home wei-e generally Persons of a 
more enterprizing Character than those who went to North America? 

When first Emigration to Australia was established, there was a very strong 
Feeling against it, in consequence of the Length of the Vojage; and when 
first I became connected with the Subject I had in consequence to visit 
varibus Parts of Ireland, and hold Meetings, and explain the Matter as well as 
I was able; but of late Years that Impression seems to have worn off altogether. 

1984. Are you acquainted with the State of the Workhouses in the Soutii 
of Ireland ? 

Tolerably well, with reference to the Cork Workhouse. 

1985. Do 
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1985. Do you think that amongst the Inmates of the Workhouses any 

considerable Number of useful Emigrants could be found? 

I think that a very valuable and desirable Class of Emigrants for the Colonies 
could be procured from the Workhouses in Ireland. 

1986. Of what Class ? 

I think that the greater Number that could be provided for in a short Space 
•would be single Females j but if some Plan were adopted to teach the Boys 
Gardening, and Things of that sort, my Opinion is that the Workhouses might 
be made regular Schools for the Colonies. 

1987. You are aware that by Provisions in the Poor Law Bill of last Year 
it was proposed to add to Workhouses small Plots of Land, so as to communi- 
cate to the young in the Workhouses the Elements of agricultural Instruction 
and practical Gardening? 

Yes. 

1988. Do you consider that that Plan, if adopted, would have a Tendency 
to rear a better Class of Emigrants than those that are to bt found in the 
Workhouses as at present administered ? 

There cannot be the least Doubt of it. 

1989. At present have the young any Opportunity of learning more than the 
Rudiments of ordinary School Instruction? 

Very little. 

1990. From the Class of Persons that you have been in communication with 
as Emigrants, and the Power that you may have thereby acquired of discriminat- 
ing^ between those who would be eligible and ineligible Emigrants, do you 
conceive that the mere Inmate of the Workhouse, brought up to School 
Instruction only, is the most eligible Emigrant thar you can send to the 
Colony, considering the Roughness of a Colonial Life ? 

I think not. 

1991. What Union Workhouse did you say you were most familiar with? 
Cork. 

1992. Is the Number of the young accumulating rapidly in that Workhouse? 
Yes, very considerably. 

1993. Is there any Ground attached to the Cork Workliouse? 

Very little; nothing worth speaking of. 

1994. Of those large Numbers that emigrated at the same Time, were they 
principally Roman Catholics from that Part of the Country? 

The Majority of them ; but there were a great many Protestants. 

1995. Were they accompanied by a Priest of their own Persuasion? 

No. ' 

1996. No Provision was made for that ? 

None whatever. 

1997. They had no Objection to going -without? 

I have never heard them express a Dislike. 

1998. Have you kept up any Communication of late ^yith tlie Emigrants in 
those Colonies, New South Wales and Port Phillip, since Emigration has 

I cannot say that I have, witli the Emigrants. 

1999. Have you communicated with any Persons in the Colonies ? 

Very extensively, and I receive the best Papers that are published at Bort 
Phillip and Sydney. 

2000. Is it your Impression, from the Information that you have received 

from the Colonies, that in those Two Colonies there is at this Moment great 
Room for further Emigration ? ' ^ , 

I believe there exists Room at this Moment, from the Letters I have received 
from Australia, for a very large Number of Persons indeed. 

(4f6.1o.) A a 2001. In 
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2001. In both those Colonies ? 

Yes. 

2002. Of the Class of Emigrants of which you have been speaking ? 

Yes. 

2003. Have you heard from any Australian Authority any Expression of 
Disinclination to accept Irish Emigrants? 

Not latterly. ‘ 

2004. Latterly there have been a considerable Number of Irish Emigrants 
sent over, have there not? 

Yes, I am told so. 

2005. Have you heard any Desire expressed that there should he a better 
System of Distribution of Labour in the Colony upon the Arrival of Emigrants 
there ? 

Yes. 

2006. Will you state what the Facts are which have led to the Expression of 
such an Opinion ? 

All the Letters that I have received ujion the Subject state that it would be 
a vast Improvement if there were Agents to receive the Emigrants on arriving, 
and to accompany them into the different Districts; tiiat it would assist in 
getting them over Prejudices that perhaps do not unnaturally exist in their Minds 
on their Arrival at Sydney or Port Phillip. 

2007. What do you understand the Emigration Agent to do at Sydney ; what 
is the Extent of his Duty ? 

At present the Course he pursues, as I am informed, i.s this : He keeps a 
Book, and is in communication with Parties in the Interior, ami on Arrival lie 
reports to the Emigrants, after they have passed the Board, tlic dilfercnt Districts 
in which the best Opening appears to be. But they are frequently unwilling to 
proceed so far, and if there were distributing Agents appointed to accompany 
them it would be useful. That Course was pursued by Mrs. Cliisholin with the 
happiest Results. 

2008. Are you speaking of Port Phillip or Sydney now ? 

Of both Places. 

2009. Which of those Two do you think the most eligible Place for Emi- 
grants to go to ? 

From all the Accounts that I have received, if I was going To-morrow 
myself I should proceed to Port Phillip. 

2010. While you received a great Number of Reports of .succossfhl Cases of 
Emigration, are you aware of any Cases that have turned out diilcrcntly, and 
ended in a Difficulty on the Part of the Emigrants? 

Does your Lordship’s Question apply to tlio working Classes or to Cajiitalists ? 

2011. To the poor Emigrants of whom you have been speaking? 

I have not heard any Account, within Four Years, of an unsatisfactory 
Cliaracter. 

2012. Are you aware whether there is any great Disproportion of the Sexes 
in the Colony of Port Phillip ? 

Great Disproportion, I believe. 

^ 2013. When you say that antecedent to Four Years ago you hoard some- 
times of Labourers not turning out well, yon did not hear of any thing amounting 
to actual Destitution on their Part? 

Never. 

2014. In your Position at Cork, have you had Occasion to travel much over 
the South of Ireland ? 

Yes, 1 have gone a good deal over the South of Ireland. 

2015. Are there any considerable Districts within your own Knowledge in 
the South of Ireland in which the Population appears to you to be in excess, 
and beyond the Power of the District to support the Population within itself? 

I do not know of any where there is Employment sufficient for the Popu- 
lation. 

2016. Since 
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g0l6. Since the Failure of the Potato Crop, do you know of any District in ^r.J.BtsiuuUjun. 
which you consider the gross Produce of the Land to be inadequate to the ^ 
comfortable Maintenance of the People upon it ? 

Yes ; I think particularly in the Neighbourhood of Skibbereen and Scull. 

2017. Where the Population is peculiarly dense? 

Yes, 

2018. In Districts of that Description, assuming the Necessity of feeding 
the People upon Grain Food in place of Potato Food, do you think that an 
adequate Supply of Grain Food can be raised without an improved agricultural 
System being introduced ? 

I am perfectly satisfied that there cannot be a sufficient Quantity produced 
without improved Agriculture. 

2019. Do you believe that improved Agriculture can, in those over-peopled 
Districts, be introduced without a Rotation of Crops, and a skilful Application 
of Manures ? 

I do not think that it can. 

2020. Do you believe that an improved System of Agriculture can be 
introduced as long as the small Divisions of Land exist, and the present Excess 
of Population continues ? 

I am perfectly satisfied that Ireland can never prosper until those smalt 
Holdings are done away with dtogether. 

2021. Is it possible, in your Judgment, to alter that System of small Holdings 
when the Population is in excess, consistently with the Peace of the Country, 
unless by an Alteration of tire System of Emigration ? 

I am perfectly satisfied, from ther present local Feelings, and which always 
exist where Parties are removed from Places where they have been a long 
Time living, that there will be no Plan so safe to Society aS' assisting those 
Parties to emigrate. 



2022. Have you been able to learn, whether, in the Cases where the Farmere 
or small Occupiers were assisted to emigrate, that the Re-occupation of their 
Farms by other Farmers was attended with Breaches of the Peace, or of Crimes 
which are incident to Changes of Tenure in Ireland ? 

Of my own Knowledge I cannot speak to that. 

2023. Have you heard of many Instances of Crime in which Changes of 
Tenure and Consolidation of Farms took place where Emigration was not 
applied as a subsidiary Remedy ? 

I have ; and I liave no Doubt of it. 

2024. With regard to those Agriculturists who- emigrate from Ireland, anct 

who have been Occupiers of small Portions of Land, from Five and Six to len. 
Acres, and who were called Farmers in that Country, when they get to the 
Colony, Port Phillip particularly, are they converted into Labourers receiving 
Wages for Labour, or do they still continue as Landholders there ; do they 
acquire Land there?. , 

They must Labour for a long Time there before- they c^ possib^ 

Land, in consequence of the Land Regulations of the Colony ; and I thinic 
if some Regulations were made by which Pai-ties could purchase Forty or iifty 
Acres of Ground it would lead to very happy Results- In the Colony, at 
present, no such Quantity can be had, unless you. buy it from a Land Jobber. 

2025. Are you of opinion that it would be advisable that L^d should be 

sold at a very low Rate in the Colony, and originally as a free Grant to- 
Emigrants of that Description ? * • ^1, * 

iKty Opinion is, that if Land were sold at 4s. or 5s. an Acre m that Loiony, 
and in Lots of 100 Acres, that it would increase the I^nd Re^ue veiy con- 
siderably, and lead to very happy Results, from all that I have heard from the- 
Colony. 

2026. Do you think that EBoigrants of tlmt Desc^tiOT would be able to- 

carry with them sufficient Capital to- make even that Purchase^. , 

I think there are a large Number of Persons in Ireland that could do that- 
(46.10.) Aa^' 2027. What 
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2027. "What is the present minimum Price at which Land is sold by 
Government? 

One Pound an Acre. 



202s. Do you think that is too high ? , , , ^ j • 

Yes ; from all I have lieard from the Colony, botli by Letters and m Con- 

versation with Parties who have been there. 

0029. Do you think that having the upset Price so high as ll. has, or not, 
a Tendency to settle the People in a more concentrated Form than if it were 

to be obtained at a lower Price? j o • 4. * 

I think that must be the Case. So few can command a Sum sufficient to 



purchase Land at that Price. 

2030. You are aware of the high Rate of Wages that is paid in the Colony ? 
Yes. 



2031. You are also aware of the Price of Pood in the Colony ? 

Yes. 

®032 Does not it follow from those Tw’o Pacts that an industrious Man, and 
above all, if he has more than One in Family in a working Condition, is 
enabled to lay by Money, and to become ultimately, if he thinks fit, the Possessor 
of Land. 

There is no Doubt of it. 

0033. Do not you think that there are great Advantages connected with that 
Reward being held out to the industrious, by high Wages in the first instance, 
and by obtainino- the Means of purchasing Land ultimately, which will lead to 
the Possession of Land in the Hands of those who would be most likely to turn 
it to profitable and useful Account? 

Ido. 

2034. Is not the Possession of Land the Object of all others of the greatest 
Desire to an Irish Peasant? 

There can be no Doubt of it. 

2035. Is it not in Ireland the Source in ill-regulated Minds of the greatest 
Number of Crimes and agrarian Outrages ? 

Yes ; there cannot be a Question about it. 

2036. Placing Land in the Colony within the Reach of a Man of Industry, 
►^take the Irish Peasant,— will not the Process of Cause and Effect be reversed, 
^d that which is the Cause of Crime in one Country become the Reward for 
honest Labour and Industry in the other? 

.That is my Opinion. 

- 2037. And paiticularly if purchased by his own Money which is the Result 
of his own Labour? 

Y’es. • 

- 2038. Could you give the Committee an Account of the Case of moving 
Emigrants from the Place of their Residence to a Colony, under the System 
of Messrs. Carter and Bonus ? 

Yes. 

2039. Are the Wages for agricultural Labom* sufficiently high to enable 
them to lay by enough to become within Three or Four or Five Years 
Possessors of Land ? . 

My Brother is at present paying his Labourers 24^. and 25/. a Year, and 
giving them the very best Description of Living in the Colony of New South 
AVales. He lives about 200 Miles from Sydney. 



2040. How soon could a Person earning that Amount of Wages accumulate 
enough to enable him to become a Purchaser of Land at 1/. an Acre ? 

■ The Expense of Clothing is so very trifling in the Colony, the general 
Calculation is, that a Man employed at 25/. a Year, getting his Rations^ saves. 
20 /. 

2041. It is the Practice to give them Rations 5 they do not provide themselves 
with Food ? • 

No j that is the universal Practice. 

' 2042. How 
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2042. How are they lodged ? 

In a Log Hut. 

2043. Is that provided for them, or do they build it themselves ? 

It is provided for them, and they are allowed a sufficient Quantity of Ground 

fnv Vegetables ; that is the System. 

2044. When they first arrive, have they not Furniture to buy, if they occupy 

'“Fro\f“aU ‘that I hear, I do not think they go to much Expense for 
Fiirniture. 

0045 Those who are Government Emigrants, and have paid \l. beforehand, 
are" allowed to take away the Articles of Necessity and Furniture which are 
supplied to them on board’, are they not ? 

Yes. 

2046. Do they not appear to acquire any higher Notions of personal Comfort 
and Cleanliness than they unfortunately leave behind them ? 

From all I have heard from Parties that have been in the Colony, I believe 
that they are very much improved in that respect, and in all other respects. 
It has bJen frequLtly observed to me by Colonists as Matter of great Surprise 
that Parties so extremely industrious and attentive to Business there should be 
SO very much the Reverse at home. 

2047. Are the Houses that are built there of sufficient Size to accommodate 

a Family of Four or Five ? • ..j t? -i 

I should suppose that they are always in proportion to the bamily. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



MtJ. Besnurdjun. 
11th April 1848. 



Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned to Thursday next, 
Two o’clock. 
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The LORD MONTEAGLE OF BRANDON in the Chair. Evidence on 

Colonization from 
Ireland. 

GEORGE KNOX Esquire is called in, and examined as follows : G. jr«or, Esq. 

204.8. WHERE do you reside ? 

At present near Sligo. 

2049. What is your Office? 

Stipendiary Magistrate in Ireland. 

2050. You were, I believe, one of the ordinary Justices of the Peace for the 
County of Roscommon before that Appointment? 

I was so, during Eight or Nine Years before my Appointment. 

2051. Have you resided in the County of Roscommon for any considerable 
Time? 

I have been there for the last Twenty Year's. 

2052. In what Part of the County of Roscommon ? 

Entirely in the Neighbourhood of Strokestown ? 

2053. Are you acquainted with the Townland of Ballykilcline, Part of the 
Property of the Crown ? 

Yes. 

2054. Was that Townland formerly held by a Relation of yours, in Tenancy 
from tlie Crown ? 

It was held by Lord Hartland, a Great Uncle of mine. 

2055. Have you been acquainted with those Lands both during the Tenancy 
of Lord Hartland and since they have fallen into the Hands of the Crown ? 

I have. 

2056. How long have they fallen into the Crown ? When did Lord Hartland’s 
Lease expire ? 

It was iu 1834. 

2057. Who managed those Lands while they were in the Tenancy of Lord 

Hartland ? « t , tt , 1 t 

Mr. Conroy, an Uncle of mine, and a Cousin of Lord Hartland s, and ins 

particular Friend. 

2058. After the Expiration of Lord Hartland*s Lease how were those Lands 

managed by the Crown ? ^ -r. • j 

They were put under the Charge of the existing Collector of Excise, and 
different successive Collectors at Athlone. 

2059. Is not the Collection of Crown Rents habitually placed in Ireland 
under the Management of the Excise ? 

Yes, and the Quit Rent Office. 

2060. However applicable the Mechanism and Authority of the Excise 
Department may be to the Collection of the ordinary Quit and Crown 
Rents, do you conceive that such a System of Management is in any Degree 
applicable to the practical Administration of an Estate where the Crown is m 
Possession as Lessor, and as such deals with the occupying Tenantry ? 

I think the Management did not suit at all, or could not. 

2061. Are not the Collectors removed from Time to Time? 

Yes ; and that is one of the Objections, I should say. They have been 
(46.11.) A a 4 sometimes 
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sometimes only continued for Six Months, and then a strange Collector would 
come, and he would understand nothing of the Management of the Property. 

2062. I presume you do not think that a Gentleman who has given his 
Attention to the Excise Laws and the Collection of Revenue under that Board 
is very likely to know so much about the Management of an Estate as an Agent 
ought to do in order to manage it beneficially both to the Landlord and to the 
Tenant? 

I am sure they could not understand it. 

2063. How far is Athlone from this Property ? 

About Thirty Miles. Most likely some of the Collectors had never seen the 
Property. 

2064. How long did this Estate continue under the Management of the 
Excise ? 

I think for Nine Years. 

2065. "What Alteration was then made in the Management of the Estate ? 

I was appointed Agent in April 1844. 

2066. You having been previously Agent under Lord Hartland’s Lease? 

That Property was in Chancery. Lord Hartland was a Lunatic, and I was 

acting under Mr. John Mahon the Receiver to the Estate. 

2067. In what State did you find those Lands when you were appointed to 
the Agency ? 

I found that Proceedings had been instituted by the Quit Rent Office in the 
Court of Exchequer against all the Tenants, and the legal Notices and Papers 
were in progress of Service. There were no Rents paying ; and tlie Tenants 
would not acknowledge themselves amenable to the Crown in any Way. 

2068. What Steps did you take as Agent in order to enforce the Rights of 
the Crown ? 

I had all the Papers served at different Periods, and then got an Injunction 
from the Court and got Possession. 

2069. Had you any Difficulty in serving those legal Notices ? 

Great Difficulty. I had Orders to get the Protection of the Police, and the 
Military as well as the Police. 

2070. Do you think that it would have been safe to yourself personally, as 
a public Officer representing the Crown, to have attempted to serve those 
Notices without the Protection of the Military and Police ? 

I could not have served them without very strong Protection. 

2071. The Object of those Notices was to recover Possession on the Part of 
the Crown ? 

Yes. 

2072. Were they all Tenants at Will? 

They were all Tenants at Will. 

2073. What is the Form of Notice that you serve upon Crown Lands in 
ejecting a Tenant at Will ? What is the first Step that you take ? 

The first Step is serving with Notice to become amenable to tlio Crown, and 
then to put in Proposals to become'Tenants. They had due Time given to 
consider it, and they all refused. 

2074. Wliat is the usual Length of Time given them to consider ? 

Tliey gave them from Time to Time, and they prolonged it. They gave 
them Three and Six Months, and in fact after the Writs of Habere were 
granted by the Courts, they were offered, if they became amenable, to be 
accepted as Tenants. Every Indulgence was given to them ; but it was of 
no use. 

S07S. Was tliere any Opposition to the serving of the first Notice? 

There was ; and tlie next Notice, a Summons to appear at I'etty Sessions for 
beating the Bailiffs of the first Notices. 
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2076. After having served yoar Notices, were you enabled to follow them 
up, by getting Possession of the Lands ? 

Yes. 



G. Kiioxt Esq. 
ISth April 18i3. 



2077- Were you able to get Possession of all the Lands, or only to recover 
Possession in certain Cases ? 

We selected Pourteen of the Ringleaders, who had given the greatest 
Opposition to the Crown, and we carried on the Proceedings entirely against 
those, and got Possession of their Holdings. 



2078. Who did you put into Possession of those Holdings, when you 
recovered the actual Possession of the Land ? 

. We had to get a Police Barrack built upon the Premises, and to keep that 
Possession by the Police. 



2079- Without such Support of the Police do you tlunk you could have 
enforced the legal Rights of the Crown ? 

I am sure we could not have kept it for One Night j we could not have 
retained Possession. 



2080. Will you state why you could not ? 

The Collector of Excise, before I had been appointed Agent, bad gone 
tbrougli exactly the same Process. He sent his Bailiffs there, and was given up 
Possession by the Sheriff and his Men ; and that Possession was retaken from 
his Men the same Night. 

2081. Supposing in Ireland that you had placed Persons in the Holdings, 
and supposing that the Persons who had been ejected came back again, and 
took Possession of that Land, what is the Penalty by Law at the present 
Moment that they would make themselves liable to ? 

They could be attached or prosecuted for forcible Entry. 

2082. In the Case of the Crown Proceedings at Ballykilcline it was by Writ 
of Intrusion, was it not, and not by the ordinary Process of Ejectment ? 

It was. 



2083. Therefore you had a Remedy by Attachment, which you would not 
have had if Tenants ejected in the ordinary Way did afterwards, without actual 
Force, recover Possession of the Land ? 

Yes. 



2084. In the event of an ordinary Ejectment, and a wrongful Re-possession 
of the Land by the ejected Tenant, if there be no Force used, has the Lessee 
any criminal Remedy against the Party who thus takes Possession of his Estate? 

I think we proceed against them as Trespassers. 

2085. If there has been no Force used how would you proceed ? 

If they get in quietly we must commence new Proceedings, which had to be 
done in this Instance, because they frightened the Bailiffs of the Collector, and- 
they ran away, I believe, and let them retake Possession without Violence. 

2086. Reverting to your own Proceedings ; you have stated that you put the 
Police in Possession ? 

When we got the Writ of Habere they desired me to proceed immediately 
in having it executed. I wrote back to the Commissioners of Woods to say 
that it would be inadvisable to do so, until I was in a Position to retain Pos- 
session, and I would not think of it until I got a Police Force on the Premises 
of Ten or Twelve Men, and then they sent them, and I proceeded upon the 
Duty, and took Possession, and have retained it ever since. 

2087. Were you obliged to station those Police on the Premises, and is that 
Police Force now resident on those Lands, for the Protection of the Rights of 
the Crown ? 

Yes ; and the Commissioners laid out about 40/. in repairing a House for a 
Police Barrack for them. 

2088. Is this Process by Writ of Intrusion a less effective one than the 
ordinary Mode by Writ of Ejectment ? 

I am not aware that such a Proceeding is ever resorted to on a private 
Estate. 

(46.11.) B b 2089. I 
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2089. I understood it to have been stated in this Case that in consequence of 
legal Difficulties in the Position of the official A^nts they were compelled to 
resort to a Process that was not usual in Cases of Ejectment ? 

I understood that it was the usual Way with respect to Crown Lands ; it is 
not the same as on private Property. 

2090. Would it be in the Power of a private Individual to adopt that same 
Mode? 

It would be quite different with a private Individual. 

2091. Can you say whether it is at the Option of an Individual to employ 
either Method ? 

I do not think that a private Individual would adopt those Remedies. It 
was entirely in the Court of Exchequer that this Matter was conducted. 

2092. How long did you continue in the Management of the Estate ? 

From April 184)4 to February 1847* 

209s. During that Period were you enabled to recover the Rents due to tlie 
Crown ? 

Very little indeed. 

2094. Was there more than One single Tenant who paid ? 

There was a Clergyman, the Reverend Mr. Lloyd, who always paid regularly. 

2095. Ten Pounds a Year ? 

Yes. 

2096. How much was the annual Rental of the whole Township ? 

j€'412 a Year, and the Arrear is 4,800/. 

2097. Did you take any Steps during that Time for the Pui-pose of recovering 
tiiose Rents or enforcing the Rights of the Crown? 

I was never directed to distrain the Lands, because the Law Proceedings for 
recovering Possession w'ere pending all the Time that 1 was Agent. The 
Tenants were under Notice of Ejectment, and then they did not demand the 
Rents during this Time. 

2098. Suppose you had been directed to collect those Rents by the ordinary 

Process of Distress, was there much Stock upon the Land ? 

There was very little, because they were always afraid of purchasing Stock j 
they knew that they were liable to be distrained when Debts were hanging over 
them. 

2099. What was the Nature of the Cultivation during that Time? 

The Cultivation was equally bad, because they were afraid to make a good 
Crop, or one that might be seized for the Arrears. 

2100. Those legal Proceedings being pending during the whole of that Time 
were they effectual ? Did you recover Possession from any but the Fourteen 
Persons whose Cases you have described, as being the Cases of the Ringleadere 
in opposition to the Crown and to the Law? 

No. We did not try to obtain Possession from any but from those Fourteen ; 
we recovered in those Cases effectually and got Possession. 

2101. And you kept Possession ? 

Yes. 

2102. Did you take any Steps in respect to the remaining Portion of the 
Lands during that Time ? 

By the Direction of the Commissioners of Woods and Forests I proposed to 
them to emigrate, or that Proceedings w’ould be instituted against them in a 
similar Manner as against the Fourteen ; and they, after Consideration, accepted 
the Proposal of Emigration. 

• 2103. How many Families were upon the Lands at the Time that you made 
this Proposal to them to emigrate ? 

It was on the Average nearly a Soul to each Irish Acre. 

2104. Will you state the Number of Acres, the Rent, and the Population ? 

609 Statute Acres. 

2105. How 
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2105. How many Insh Acres n i .• 

371 Plantation Acres by Mr. Brassington s Survey. The Population was jg,,, 4^,;! 18«. 

about 500 at that Time. 

2106 Will you state what Course you took under the Authority of the 
Commissioners of Woods and Forests in offering Emigration to those Tenants ; 
did you apply individually to them ? 1, n r o - 

I sent the'Bailiff of the Estate round among them, and through each ol then 
Habitations, explaining the Intentions of the Commissioners. 

®107 What Reply did he bring you from the Parties interested ? 

They seemed highly pleased with the Intention of the Commissioners, and 
seemed very glad to accept of the Offer. 

2108. Have they accepted of it practically ? 

They have accepted it. 

2109. To what Extent has the Emigration been carried on ? 

They have sent 4.17 Persons out of something over 500. 

2110. Is it proposed that the Emigration should be carried furtlmr? _ 

There are now only Two Families, I think, residing upon it. The Land is 

cleared except those. 

2111 Upon what Principle of Selection were those Two Families left? 

They were not selected, but being elderly Men they did not wish to emigrate. 

They had not young Families, or had not good Assistance for going to America, 
whiA, I think, was tbeir chief Wish to remain. 

2112 Had those Persons been concerned in the Resistance to the Crown ? 

They were equally joined as the Rest, and I think they remained in Hopes 

of getting a Portion of the Land. 

. 2113. The Crown having left Two of the Tenants still npon that Land, will 
vou state to the Committe whether the Two Individuals who were still Irft 
were of those who had acted in violation of the Law, and in resistance to the 

^^'Tliey were, in my Opinion, joined along with the Rest, and never made any 
Offer of becoming amenable. 

2114. Are the Committee to understand, that withoiit any Exception, the 
whole of the Tenants of this Townland had resisted the Rights of the Crown, 

and resisted the Power of the Law? pcixt eo t-vu 

The entire, with the Exception of One Man, a Person of the Name of Patrick 

Maguire. 

2115. Is he still left ? . , , . t j i 

Yes ; and the Commissioners have promised him some Indulgence. 

“116 Did this Man Maguire ever meet with any threatening or Injury- 
done to him on account of not having joined with the others ? 

I never heard that he did. 

2117. At what Sum was this Townland valued to the Poor’s Rate ? 

£S\5 10s. yearly it is valued at, under the late Poor Law Valuation. 

“118. Can you inform the Committee whether any Poor’s Rate or County 

county Cess paid since the Tear 

184.6. 

2119 No Rents being paid during that Time, consequently Ae gross 
PrSuce being left at the Bisposal of the Tenants, has there been neither Poor s 
Rate nor County Cess paid since 184.6 ? 

Neither. 

2120. Will you state to the Committee, the Poor Law Valuation being 
3151 10s„ what is the actual Valuation which has been made of those Lands 

by Mr. Brassington, the Surveyor of the Crown? _ 

I am not aware of his Valuation, but Griffiths m 1833 was 300i.7s. Li. 
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2121. During the temporary Relief in the late Distress, can you inform the 
Committee how many Persons upon this Townland who were payin'^ neither 
Rent to the Landlord, Poor’s Rate to the Tax CoUector, nor County Riite to 
the County, were supported by temporary Relief? 

320 Persons got daily Relief oft' that Property. In 1847 the Manner in 
which they got it was One Pound of Meal each per Day. 

2122. What Quantity in Measure was that? 

Something less than a Quart. 



2123. The Rental by Mr. Brassington is 412/.? 

Yes, that was the Rent. I do not think he valued it right ; it was very 
high. I think it was above the Mark. I think the Poor Rate Valuation of 
315/. is high. 

2124. Do you consider the Tenants being called upon to pay 412/. a Year 

that it was too highly rented to enable a Man by Industry to gain a Living! 
and to pay his Rent punctually? ® 

I think it was too high, 412/., from the State I found the Land in. 



2125. Do you know what the Rent was payable to Lord Hartland before the 
Expiration of his Lease? 

Something about the same, I heard. 



2126. Do YOU think that the Lands of Ballykilcline were worth any Rent at 
all, or capable of yielding any net Produce after paying the Expenses of 
Cultivaltion, so long as there was the Population upon the Land that you have 
described, and the System of Cultivation that you have described also • could 
there be any surplus Produce or Rent ? 

I think not. I think from the Excess of Population it was impossible that 
they could even live upon it, if tliey were inclined to be industrious. 

2127. Will you produce Mr. Brassington’s Map showing the Number of 
Occupations and the Sub-division of that Land ? 



[The Map was exhibited to the Committee.] 

2128. C^ you tdl the Committee at a rough Guess about the Number of 
Horsas which those Tenants kept for the Purpose of cultivating this Land ? 

I think I can recollect for the. last Two Years that I have known them about 
rive or oix. 



2129. Eorthe whole 609 Statute Acres ? 
I think not more. 



2130, How did a Man cultivate his Ground? 

They generally dug it with Spades. They had not any Hay to feed the 



andfn^^plre Tenants scattered, not adjacent, 

wJk a Fences, and not 

n . 1 ,^ * Marks. They were intersected among each other 

so th.u they could not sow or have.any Green Crop from Want of Protection 

each Tenant not having a separate Holding. i- ui i lotcction, 

r“ possible, if the Land had been left in 

the State as shown upon that Map, to raise sufficient Produce upon those Lands 
smce tee Padure of tee Potato Crop to support the resiarn^rnTabitant 

certainly not. If they had never been asked for Rent I do not think 
the Land could have supported the Excess of Population. 

“y Surplus out of which Rates 

““i'te?s?orby* ^ 

21S4. Do you mean if it had been continually deterioratine ? 
les ; It would have been each Year getting worse. 

,1 s‘s>ted not according to their Mode of Tillane Do vn„ 

think that, subject to the Species of Occupation exhibited on the Map ym have’ 

put 
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put in, it would have been possible to have introduced any improved System of 

Agriculture, or any Rotation of Crops? ^ isth April 1848. 

Certainly not, from the Number of Inhabitants. 

3136. Would it have been possible to have reared Cattle so as to have 
accumulated Manure for the Cultivation of the Land? 

They could not. 

3IS7. In what State did you leave the Cultivation of the Land before this 
Emigration took place ? „ , „ j • 

A great deal of it was waste, and not tilled at all. They were so unsettled m 
their "Minds and seemed not inclined to till it. 

2138. Had you had occasion to visit it? 

I visited it frequently. 

2139. What Supply of Provisions did you find,— I mean since the Failure of 
the Potato Crop,— and for what Period of Time do you think the Inhabitants 
could have been supported by the Provisions those Lands produced when you 

visited them? nr .t » r> • • 

The last Time I went among them I did not find a Month s 1 revisions in 

any of their Houses. 

2140. How many Acres upon those Lands were there of Grass either for 

Pasture or for Meadow ? . -r. , i t j .. .i,* 1 

I did not see One Acre of Meadow on the entire Estate, and I do not think 

I saw Ten Acres of Grass. 

2141. There being no Meadow, was there any other Crop upon which the 
Cattle could depend upon for Winter Fodder ? 

They generally feed their Cows on Straw ; nothing else. 

2142. There was no Turnip Cultivation ? , rr. . i j 

None whatever ; and no Fences that could have protected Turnips, or could 

have protected any Green Crop. 

2143. Do you think, the Population having been removed, that that Estate 
can be made a profitable one to the Crown, managed under a different 
System ? 

I think it can. 

2144. In what Mode should you recommend that that Estate should be 

™Tm'opose that a Surveyor be sent down from the Office of Woods in Dublin, 
and the Land divided into Tenements of Twenty or Twenty-iive Acres each, 
and have the Fences made to run parallel m a Position for then 

have the Land advertised and set. I think it would still be a profitable Property 
to the Crown. I am quite sure of it. 

2145. Supposing that tliat Attempt had been made vvithout having assisted 
the former Inhabitants to emigrate, what do you think would have been the 
Consequence to the Peace of the Country ? Supposing it had been attera^ed to 
nut the Land into the Hands of new Tenants, occupying penty or Thirty 
Acres each, without assisting the former Tenants to emigrate . 

I do not think that any Tenant would have come there to take the Land, 
or propose for it, while any of the former Tenants were left residing m the 
Neighbourhood. 

2146. Suppose be had done it, what would have been the Consequence to 

himself or to the Landlord that he represented? . ,, 

I think his Life would not have been safe, and I think his Property would 
have been injured. 

2147. Do you conceive that incoming Tenants after the Emigration will be 
safe, and that their Property will be seenre ? 

I think so. . rT, ,i i -i ,• 

2148. You have stated that the Emigrants who left the Farm of Ballykilchne 
all left willingly, their own Consent being freely given ? 

They all went with their own Consent, and seemed to be very happy and 
very grateful for being sent off. 

Rb.-i 2149. Has 
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214>9. Has there been any Symptoms of Objection or Opposition on the 
Part of any of the Connexions of those Parties to the Measure proposed on 
the Part of the Woods and Forests ? 

No ; they have never shown any Discontent since. I rather think they would 
be anxious to follow them. 

2150. There has been no Dissatisfaction expressed ? 

No ; and we have received Accounts of their safe Arrival, and they seem 
very much satisfied that they had such a good Voyage. 

2151. With regard to those left behind, are there any Symptoms of a Dis- 
position to oppose the Measures taken by the Commissioners of Woods and 
Forests respecting the Management of this Property ? 

No, they seem grateful. 

2,152. What is the State of the Property at this Moment from which those 
Parties have been removed ? 

It is lying waste at present. 

2153. And unoccupied ? 

Yes, except by Two Families. 

2154. Have those Two Families been left in the Occupation of the Land 
which they held before ? 

The same Holdings. 

2155. Are the Habitations of those Parties who have emigrated destroyed ? 

The Condition upon which they got their Expenses out was that each Person 

should level his own House first, and they were allowed to take the Doors or 
Roofs or any Portion away that they wished to sell or make use of for their own 
Advantage. 

2156. Therefore now there are no Habitations, except those of the Two 
Tenants you have named ? 

Yes 5 a Person of the Name of Patrick Maguire the Commissioners consented 
to let remain. 

2157* You have stated that Accounts have been received of the safe Arrival 
of those Parties ; where did they land? 

In New York ; they were oftered to be sent to British North America, but 
they preferred New York, chiefly, I believe, from having Friends and Relatives 
there. 

2158. There are frequent Letters, are there not, from the former Irish 
Emigrants to their Friends and Relations remaining in Ireland ? 

Most likely there have been *, but I am not aware of any private Letters 
being received from the Emigrants of this Property, as I did not reside latterly 
in Roscommon. 

2159- Is not the general Tenor of the Correspondence from Irish Emigrants 
to America, such as to encourage such of the Irish Peasantry who have the 
Means of doing so to emigrate ? 

It is. 

2160. Is there a prevailing Desire on the Part of the Tenantry, more 
especially since the Failure of the Potato Crop, to profit by any Facilities which 
are given to them to emigrate ? 

Certainly there is. 

2161. Can you tell the Committee what Effect has been produced upon the 
neighbouring Properties by the Disorganization of the Crown Estate of Bally- 
kilcline, and the successful Resistance to their Payments of Rent which has 
been effected by the Tenants for a Period upwards of Ten Years ? 

I know that their Conduct had a very bad Effect on the neighbouring 
Properties. 

2162 . Can you give any Instance ? 

On Lord Hartland’s, Mr. Blakeney’s, and Mr. Balfe’s, who were in the 
immediate Locality of Ballykilcline. 

216 s. What mischievous Effect was produced ? 

T know that the Properties I have named suffered severely from the Example 
of the Crown Tenants not paying Rent, and it had a similar Effect upon neigh- 
bouring Properties, and the Tenants got into arrear. 

2164. Has 
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2164. Has the success&l Eesistance on the Part of the Crown Tenants led to G. 

Resistance on the Part of other Tenants ? . I3ih April ists. 

Yes precisely ; particularly on those Three Properties. , . , r 

Il65 Had it the Effect, generally speaking, of weakening the Authority of 

‘”‘irie it had, and I could inendon » I— ^ 

k^^ert toffreUkd kssession he would have kept it, and never would have ' 

^k^heir Success led in their Minds to a Conviction of the 
Weakness of the Law ? 

the Property of Ballykilcline in the Neighbourhood of the Property 

ofthe late Major Mahon? , .• • •. 

Murder took place? 

aierwrihtt Major Mahon in assisting 

the Emigration of Tenants upon his Estate . 

Yps • he made extensive Enorts. i t «..,i 

Cond\^^^^ ofilrykildine before 

““riVEl'nTo'ur Judgment was much of the Estate of Major Mahon cvei- 

^7lmoL all Major Mahon’s Estate what Standard do you 

o\'7Q When you say over-peopled, in reterence t 
mean to express^that there was an Excess of Popu latron? 

That the^Ground could not support the Population. 

2173, Could it if the Population had continued as they were. 

« «... 

Population had continued ? 

k" "ho thi„r that the Peace of the Country could have been relied 
upon, if that Excess of Population had continued? 

I think not of that Portion. Emigration upon Major 

Maholk™ ti: -fat cStkat Emigration was carried on to the 

'”15K «H..1 iS “ifd 

received from Major Mahon’s Agent on my j- “ 

received them from him, and I am sure they are direct. 

2177. From the Paper that you have PQ^^j4„(.g^t^aluation at 2,S49h, 

I;1Tay^g'i“fear®rRk^ have been 217 Families assisted to 

emigrate? _ 

They have emigrated. 

2178. What was the Cost of that Emigration 

It is 3,3881. 10s. , • 1, „„ from those Parties 

2179. Can you state the Amount of Rent which was 
at the Time of their Emigration ? 

4,64(81. 19s. 9d. , Landlord, or was it 

2180. Was any Portion of that Rent recovered hy 



forgiven to the Tenants ? Column states that the Sum of 

The Report of the Agent in the last t^oiuum 

4 ,6481. 19s. 9d. is lost to the Estate how 

(46.11.) - 
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2181. You have already stated that upon the Crown Estate there was a Loss 
of between 4<,000/. and 5,000^. ? 

£4,800. 

2182. Supposing in these Two Instances the Remedy of Emigration had 
been applied at an earlier Period, do you think that so large a Loss of Rent 
would have accrued ?» 

I think it would not. If they had been sent previously, the Ground would 
have been repaying by being peopled with better Tenants. 

2183. Do you think the Grass Produce would have been much greater, and 
the Supplies of human Food more abundant, if the Population had been less 
abundant ? 

I think it would, by the Tenements being made larger, and the Number of 
Tenants had been more limited. 

2184. Do you think the Mode of Cultivation and the agricultural System 
would have been better than it has been ? 

I think it would. 

2185. Do you believe that the Peace of the Country would have been more 
secure ? 

I think it would, of that Portion of the Country. 

2186. In all these Respects, then, is it your Opinion that Emigration was 
necessary, as a Remedy for the then existing Evils of the Neighbourhood ? 

Certainly, I do. I do not see any other Mode that there was for treating 
that Property. 

2187. Supposing the Lands of Ballykilcline to be .reletin larger Farms, and 
to Tenants possessed of more adequate Capital cultivating the Lands in a more 
Farmer-like Manner, do you think that there is a Danger of a Recurrence of 
the same Sub-division, and the same Multiplication of Pauper Population, and 
the same Inconveniences which you have already described ? 

I think not. 

2188. ‘Will you state the Reason why you think that Danger may not be 
apprehended ? 

The Population will not be so great, and that is one Reason. The Anxiety 
of the People to procure Land is not so great as formerly ; and the Attention 
of the resident Agent will be another. By his looking a^er it, he can prevent 
a Recurrence of that Kind. 

2189. Do you think that the Lessors and Inheritors of Land in Ireland are 
now pretty well convinced of the Danger to themselves, and to their Estates, 
of allowing an Excess of Pauper Tenants ? 

I am sure they are now convinced of that. 

2190. Do you think the Farmers themselves are convinced of it ? 

I am sure they are. 

2191. Is there a Disposition on the Part of Farmers now, to multiply Cottier 
Tenants upon their own Farms ? 

Quite the contrary ; they are endeavouring to get them off, 

2192. Do you think that there is the same Anxiety on the Part of the Cottiers 
themselves to acquire Houses and Gardens that formerly existed ? 

I think tliat under the Relief Act they are most anxious to get rid of their 
Holdings and Lands, and give them up in order to obtain Relief, 

219s. Combining all these Circumstances together, is it your Belief that there 
IS no longer the same Danger existing at present of a Multiplication of Paupers, 
and of subdividing the Land that formerly existed ? 

I do not think tliere is the least Danger. 

2194. If a Landlord, as in the Case of the Crown at Ballykilcline, has been 
called upon to pay .2,500/. for the Emigration of his Tenants, do you not think 
tiiat the pecuniary Sacrifice thus made by him may be considered as a Security 
on his Part that he will not allow the same Evil to recreate itself? ^ 

I think it may. 

The following Paper was delivered in : 

Memorandum 
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2195. Can you lay before the Committee any Reports made by the Agent 
of the late Major Mahon with respect to the Condition of his Roscommon 
Estate at different Times? 

I can. 

Tlie same were delivered in, and are as follows : 

Copy of the Views of John Ross Mahon Esq. as Agent to the late Major Mahon. 

23d July 1847. 

By the Statement to which this Memorandum refers, it aj)pears that the Eight Townlands 
named in it, in the Roscommon Poor Law Union, Electoral Division of Strokestown, contain 

I, 300a. Irish, i.e. 2,105a. 2n. 25p. Statute Measure. 

That 479 Families, consisting of 2,444 Persons, occupy these Lauds. Tlie average Quan- 
tity of Land for every Five Persons (of which Number I suppose a Family to consist) is 
2a. 2r. 25p. Irish, equal to 4a. 1r. 8p. Statute. 

A Family of Five Persons will consume 3^ Stone of Oatmeal every Week, equal to 
1 Ton 2 Cwt. 3Qrs. per Annum. Suppose an Acre of Oats Irish Measure to produce 
13 Barrels, the Produce of 1a. 3r- IOp. Irish, or 2a. 8r. 13p. Statute, Measure will be 
required for their Support. 

'fo allow tbk Quantity of Land to be under Oats, each Holding should contain from 
7 to 8 Acres Irish, say 8 Acres, being 13a. 3r. 33p. Statute. 

It would seem, if this Calculation be correct, that the Population on these Townlands 
exceed what the said Lands can support by Two Thirds of the Number they contain at 
present. 

The Cost of keeping a Pauper in the Roscommon Poorhouse averages about 2s. 9<f. per 
Week, equal to 7?. 3s. a Year, The Cost of Emigration averages 3/. 10s. to Quebec; 
being a Difference of 3/. 11s. in favour of Emigration in the first Year, and all after Cost of 
Support saved. The Cost of thus removing the Pauper Population of these Townlands 
named by Emigration would be 5,865Z. It's. ; the Cost of Support in the Poorhouse 

I I, 634i lOs. ; being a Difference on the Entire in favour of Emigration of 5,7G8/. 18s. 

The Cost of Out-door Relief is about Is. 2fZ. per Week, equal to 3^. Os. 8d. per Annum ; 

being 10s. Ad. less per Head than the Cost of Emigration. 

The Townlands named in the Statement, as being in the Lisnuffy Electoral Division, are 
so much alike in their Circumstances to those in the Electoral Division of Strokestown, 
the average Holdings being 3a. Or. 5p. Irish, or 4a. 3r. 17p. Statute, that there can be 
no Occasion for a separate Calculation. 

The Quantity of Land sown by Emigrants from Strokestown Electoral Division, 436 in 
Number, is 73a. Irish, 118a. Statute. By my Calculation, allowing 2a Irish under Grain 
for the necessary Support of every Five Persons, 174a. Irish (279a. Ur. Up.), would have 
been necessary to sustain them. The Emigrants from the Lisnuffy Electoral Division had 
not as much sown in proportion to their Number. 

This Statement will bear Inspection as to Facts. And I consider the Townlands 
mentioned as not an unfair Specimen of that Part of Major Mahon’s Estate in the 
Neighbourhood of Strokestown set to common Tenantry. 

I think the Pacts are sufficient, without any further Remarks of mine, to show the Im- 
possibility of collecting Poor Rates or Rents, or the effecting any Change in the Condition 
of the People or Improvement in Agriculture, while the Laud remains in sucli small 
Division in the Hands of Paupers, unable to support themselves, much less to till it to 
Advantage. 

1 may add here that on the Townland of Kilmacknanny, containing .’307 a. of profitable 
Land and upwards of 100 of waste Mountain, not charged to the Tenants, but which 
might be made use of for grazing, there were but 25 Cows belonging to Four or Five 
Tenants. 

^ 'ITie Impossibility of affording Accommodation in Pobrhouses for the Destitute in the 
Neighbourhood of Strokestown is, I think, obvious, and that consequently Out-door Relief 
must be continued until the People are removed; and 1 am confident that the Money so 
spent can never be collected from the Districts, whose Population are relieved, wliiie they 
continue in their present State. I have supposed the Produce of an Irish Acre of Oats to 
be 13 Barrels; this is above the Average of a poor Man’s Crop, and very much above 
the Average of this Year’s Crop in this Neighbourhood, which, owing to havino- been sown 
late, and tlie Land wretchedly tilled, is miserably bad. “ 

The Effect of the State of Things described is, that a Combination exists against the 
Payment of Rents, and that the few who could pay will not do so, some of the weU-disposed 
being intimidated, but the greater Number, glad to avoid tlie Payment of their En-Tagements, 
join with Alacrity in the Combination, which is carried on with so much Determination, 
that I am confidently informed that a considerable Sum of Money has been subscribed 
among the People in the Neighbourhood, for the Purpose of rewarding a Person hired to 
assassinate me, and that this Plot has been got up by Persons in comfortable Circumstances, 
but who owe several Years Rent, and who are well-known bad Characters. 

J. R. Mahon. 

Memorandum 
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Memoeikbmi of tlie Management of the STEOKESTOwn Estate, by Jobe Ross Mahok Esq., 
In his First Year as Agent, from 20tli November 1846, tor the late Major Mahon. 



8t\v J^ovember 1847. 

rarMeasnresItb^ 

on art oEtensrve Seale »as U^^ remained, Rent conlcl not be 

Stto^rrMd^aTsj'?^^^^^^^ A-«oriation of the Condition of the People be 

last Major Mahon supplied me with Funds; and I arranged to give the 
TeLnts'^ofcCTtain Tolnlands a free^assage to America, with ample Rauons, m addition 
to the Government Regulation ^ 

rnotadinrSns supplied, moving. Money given. Loss of Rent, the Expense was not less 

'trSdieCombi^^mlreg^ 

lSrd:n,;XeWsRenbfinm 

'™";d''’'^-rit"tiT0ner „ 

Sio ^ 

Remonstr.nc« had j demanded. Some did not offer me Rent 

Yeats and a Half, to May lt»o tendered their Rent, which I refnsed, stating 

until I was aetnally on the ao very improperly, refusing to pay, 

that I could not retain Rersons as ^ Haberes were executed 

altbougli they had the Means, w ic y. . Persons were allowed to remove their 
before“.he Crop, were cut I may now mention 

Crops upon paying ‘ .,, , sheriff arrived to give Possession, handed me 

that One Man, who did not pay me till the bl ei in a^^ 

Two Years and a Hal Ps Rent of f ‘f h^u"^ of Means, hut had 

Neighbour’s Holding for the same Period Rent, 

not Ready Money. He has since P“‘ ■ g j takhiv Possession ; and no Fever 

In no Case has there been X although the Inha- 

Pauents were removed R”'" , heir Houses down as soon as their Sick recovered, 

bitants promised to ^ mateful ; however, in scarcely a single Instance have 

ni?:. the past Year “rS S^lf ^ 

Se‘t;p terfm Siu’s "nteSecitiou of the Sahere; and I have aireaSy 

stated that the Tenants J" Opposition was given to the Sheriff, and 

In One Instance, upon “ retirq atid call out the Military 

although protected by a stiong Police t fc Major Mahon applied for the 

to his AssWee, I ^term.ned upon 

Protection of the Police, which People how anxious Major Mahon 

ifpossible, to carry on Mattel. ,C yirtrL J also the Value of their 



G- K/tox. lisq. 
13th April 1S48. 



PemoiiB SO treated expressed their Sense of Major - - - 

all seemed satisfied. T1‘® wS° wm not' derived from his Rents, nor had 

The, Funds Major Mahon ““ W> ^ “ j pj 3 ^, ^-\b Intention was to lay out 

he asked me for any 1 “““"i '™ required for the Payment of the usual Outgoings of 
all Money received, beyond be broiht into proper Order. Besides 

the Estate, upon its Improvenmnt, until it sho^^^ p„ge„,e„g facilitate 

which he intended to raise fiom • ,1 , j . g Re Rad instructed me to take the 

the Improwment of Landed respecting the Management ot 

necessary Steps for so doing. Nothmp lutme nreviously to my becoming so. 

Major 4ho.‘,’s Property since I became Afent, bu^ p»^^ J J Lord 

thaJ is, Two Years ago, he made Inmsclf respo^ble “ ^ Rai„, Ranassed by 

Hartland for a Sam of IffOOOI, m order to by them. Major Mahon 

Taw Proceedings for the Recovery of this 10,0 payment of Reng but they 

intended to take it from them m the j, was then the Combination 

openly declared they would never pay any Portion ot It rma commenced 

( 40 . 11 .) ^ ^ 
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G. Knox, Esq. commenced against the Payment of Rents, which has continued ever since and is now as 

strong as ever. I may remark that this was previous to the Potato Failure of last Year, 

13th April and therefore cannot be attributed to it 

(Signed) J. R. Mahon. 

In addition to the Government Allowance eacli Emigrant above Fourteen Years of Age 

received by weekly Distribution, Sugar 6lbs., Tea lOoz., Coffee- , Rice 8lbs., Oatmeal 

14lbs., Herrings I Dozen, Soap H lbs., Vinegar 1 Pint, Pepper and Salt Sixpenny-wortb. 
Children under Fourteen Years of Age received Half the Supply. 

2196 . Viewing generally the Parts of Connaught with which you are ac- 
quainted, are there many other Parts of the Country which are in the same 
Condition as that which you have described in Ballykilcline, and the over- 
populated Parts of the late Major Malion’s Estate? 

There are some, but I tliink that was the worst. 

2197. Although there may not be many in which the Inconvenience of over 
Population has reached its fullest Development, as in those Instances, are there 
many Estates within your Knowledge in which you consider the Population to 
be considerably in excess ? 

I am sure that there are many others in the Country. 

2198. Have you observed in what Condition the Population on the Verge of 
Bogs and waste Lands is ? 

Generally in a very impoverished State. 

2199. Are there not many Instances in those Vicinages in which the Parties 
have become as it were possessed in Fee of their Lands by Occupation ? 

They are commonly called Squatters in Ireland ; they take Possession and 
retain it 5 merely a small Patch of Bog. 

2200. In what Condition are those People, generally speaking? 

When any Depredations are committed in the respective Neighbourhoods we 
generally have to send the Police to those I'louse.s, and frequently find some 
stolen Goods 5 they live by Plunder of their Neighbours generally. 

2201. In the Case of Fever, is Fever more or less prevalent in the Neighbour- 
hood of those small squatting Occupations round the Bogs ? 

It is always more frequent there from their damp and unhealthy Situations. 

2202. And more fatal? 

Yes. 

2203. In what Condition are their Habitations, generally speaking, as com- 
pared with the Habitations of the Tenants holding under Landlords ? 

They are in a most wretched State, and much inferior to those Tenants 
holding as you have stated. 

2204. Do you believe that much could be done in making Provision for the 
excessive Population of the rural Districts in Ireland by Improvement of the 
Bog and Mountain Lands of the Country ? 

I think that a great deal of Good could be effected. 

2205. Is that the Result of your own Observation in tlie Province of Con- 
naught with which you are connected ? 

Yes, it is the Result of my own Observation. 

2206. Have you seen any Experiments made in Bog or Mountain Improve- 
ment which confirms your Opinion ? 

Yes. Experiments were made very extensively in the County of Sligo by the 
Land Improvement Company. They took several Thousands of Acres of waste 
Lands ; and I have seen the finest Turnips— Ten Acres of them — growing this 
Year in the Wilds of the Mountain of Laugheask, a most beautiful and 
luxuriant Crop. 

2207 . Had those Lands been previously occupied, or had they been lying 
waste, and were they then brought for the first Time under Cultivation ? 

They were lying waste, and they took them at 2s. per Acre from the 
Landlord. They have sent a Scotch Steward there, and they have gone to 
great Expense. 

2208. Do 
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2208. Do you think that the Outlay has paid there from what you know ? 

I do not think it has paid this Year. 

2209. Will it in a certain Number of Years pay? , , „ 

Yes, I think it will; it is in its Infancy ; this is only the Fourth or J-ittli 
Year The Tenants went over to America this Year ; most of them emigrated 
themselves ratlier than remain, from theFailure of the Potato. It was aProperty 
that would not grow much more than Potatoes for a few Years to come. 

2210. In Ten or Fourteen Years do you think that the Outlay invested will 
be paid ? 

I am sure it will. 

2211. On whose Property is that? 

Mr. Taffe’s. I saw very fine Meadow on it. 

2212. Will you state where it is ? . , . „ j. v. r 

Near Tubberciirry in the County of Sligo, withm Five Miles of where I am 

quartered. I frequently have to go through it on Duty. 

2213. Did that Improvement lead to a considerable Demand for agricultural 

^ Of'com-s^rSd ^ they keep their own Bullocks and their own Horses, 
and do a good deal by Horse Labour. 

2214. What sized Farms are there upon the Land ? 

They lay them out, I think, in about Twenty Acres and Thirty Acres, and 
they continually keep a Scotch Steward residing on the Premises. 

2215. Are the Tenants the People of that District? Failure of 

The Tenants most of them emigrated this Year on account of the Failure 

the Potato Crop, or last Year, and few have remained. 

’ 2216. Were they before they emigrated Inhabitants of the District? 

Yes, they were. 

2217. The Tenants had been previously Inhabitants of the District? 

Yes. 

2218 Were they Persons possessed of Capital when they took their 
les sS Capital; and tlien the Company gave them Encouragement foi 
gravelling their Lands,-21. an Acre for gravelling each Acre. 

221Q What do you meam by “ gravelling the Land ? . . . ,:i.u 

Digging up the Gravel that is underneath the Subsoil, and mixing it with t 
Top Surface. 

2220. They subsoil it? 

Yes. 

2221. What Description of Land was this ? 

Mountain Land. 

2222. Was there any Bog in it? 

It is all Peat or Turf; it can be all burned as such. 

2223. You said that the Emigrants from Ballykileline went almost entirely to 
New York? 

Yes. 

Ies'\?e CleToVlaTtle^Voffic:^^ has h^rd through *e 

E.^?rkonOffit;nd am Captains of Vessels that they arrrved safely, all that 
have been sent, without one Death. 

2225. He has heard no more than of their Arrival? 

I think not. 

2226. You do not know what became of fem when they arrived at New 
York whether they remained there or went into the Interior r 

No ; 1 supple generally the younger Portion are hired as Servants. 

(46.11.) Cc3 



G. Knox, Esg- 
13th April 1848. 
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•G'. Knox, Esq. 
•l3th April I848. 



2227. Is there much Employment for the labouring Population in the 
District in which you reside ? 

No; they want it sadly. 

2228. Have any of the Proprietors taken advantage of t!ie Loan for 
draining? 

Lord De Freyne has taken advantage of it very extensively, and is doing 
much good, and Lord Dillon in Mayo. 

2229. That is in your District ? 

Yes, a Portion of my District. 



The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned until Monday next, 
Two o’clock. 
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Die Lunce, \’7°Aprilis 1848 . 



The LORD MONTEAGLE OF BRANDON in the Chair. 

JOHN ALEXANDER JACKSON Esquire is called in, and examined 
as follows : 

2230. HAVE you resided for any long Time in the Australian Colonies? 

I have resided altogether there about Twenty Years. 

2231. In which of the Colonies have you resided ? ri'amon*. 

I have resided in all the Three Colonies ; New South Wales, Van Diemen s 

Land, and South Australia. 

2232. Were your Family connected with the Colonies, or were you the first 

^^My Lher was an old retired Officer who went out with his Family, and I 
went with them, to New South Wales in 1825. 

2233. In which Part of the Colony were . 

I remained for a short Time in Sydney, and then left that Part of the W orld , 

but returning in 1829 I then went to Van Diemen s Land. 

2234. How long did you reside in Van Diemen’s Land? 

1 think Ten or Twelve Years, altogether. 

2235. Did YOU pass from Van Diemen’s Land to any other Colony? 

I went from Van Diemen’s Land to Adelaide in South Australia. 

9236. Did you reside any Time in Port Phillip Colony? _ 

I have not resided any Time there. I have, however, paid Two Visits to 
Melbourne. 

2237 . During your Visits in the Australian Colonies did you at any Time 

waf ColouiX^Treasurer and Colonial Secretary in South Australia for 
Four Years. 

2238. How long have you been in England since your Return ? 

Twelve Months upon this last Occasion. 

2239. Are you charged with any Duties in London with reference to 

^^iTeprelen^^ Body of the Colonists of Van Diemen’s Land m London, 

and am generally charged with attending to their Interests. 

2240. Are there any particular Subjects which have been given you specially 

^^particularly I am desired by all Means to promote free Emigration to 
the Colony, and the Abolition of Transportation altogether. 

22«. Has your former Residence, as well as your 
you Means of knowing the present State and Condition of the Colony 

Diemen’s Land? , • 1 • 

I feel myself to be well acquainted with it. 

2242. Can you "state the Population of the whole ' Di„,^en’s 

The Populaiion of New South Wales in 184fi was 189,6(«. 

Land in iW, 58,902 ; South Australia is estimated at the present lime to 
contain ab™tS5,0M Souls; making the total Australian PopnlaUon 283,511. 

2243 Does 



Evidence 8n 
Colonization from 
Ireland. 

J. A. Jackson, Esq. 
17th April 1848- 



(46.12.) 
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2243. Does that Census comprehend the bond Population as well as the 
free ? 

That is the entire Population. 

2244. Does the Return of New South Wales of 189.609 include the Port 
Phillip District? 

It does. 

2245. Can you give the Committee an Account of the Number of Acres in 

Cultivation in those respective Colonies ? , t i • 

In New South Wales, in 1845, 163,331 Acres; in Van Diemen s Land, in 
1845 140 949 ; in South Australia, in 1846, 33,647 ; total Land in Cultivation 
in all the Australian Colonies 337,927 Acres, being l-\- Acres_ of cultivated 
Land for every Man, Woman, and Child in the Australian Colonies. 

2246. That Amount for New South Wales comprehends likewise the Port 
Phillip District ? 

It does. 

2247. During your Acquaintance with V an Diemen’s Land was considerable 
Progress visible ? 

Very considerable indeed; a large Extent of Country was brought under 
Cultivation, and the Stock of Sheep and Cattle had greatly increased. 

2248. Is there a considerable Quantity of Land still remaining unoccupied 
in Van Diemen’s Land which, in your Judgment, would be applicable for the 
Purposes of European Immigration ? 

I doubt whether there is a very large Quantity of good and available Land 
that has not been granted, but there is an immense Deal of the granted Land 
that remains to be fully occupied and cultivated ; and I dare say there is some 
moderate Quantity of good Land that has yet to be alienated from the Crown, 
but the Colonists have done their best to take in what was available in past Times. 

2249. Is the Population a scattered Population or a concentrated one? 

It must be said to be in some Degree scattered ; it occupies a Kind of Belt 
of Country running fromNorth to South, pursuing the great Valleys and Water- 
courses ; and there are some lateral Branches in the same Way. 

2250. The Tendency has been to occupy the best Lands first ? 

Yes ; the Lands on the Rivers and the Plains. 

2251. Is the Cultivation of those Lands which are granted carried to its 
full Extent? 

Not at all. The Lands which are in possession of private Individuals are 
very far from being fully cultivated ; but, if not cultivated, they are pastured 
over with grazing Stock. 

2252. Is the System of granting Runs practised in Van Diemen’s Land? 

No; it is not generally practised in the Way it has been in New South 

Wales. There is no squatting in Van Diemen’s Land, in the proper Sense 
of the Term. Occasionally Land which is unappropriated will be browsed 
over with Cattle and Sheep, but the squatting System is unknown. 

2253. Is much of the Land in Van Diemen’s Land available for agricultimil 
Purposes ? 

A great deal of it. 

2254. Is the Grain Produce of good Quality ? 

The Grain has a Repute in Europe as being good. 

2255. Can you state the Proportion of Wheat that is grown in the several 
Australian Colonies, with reference to their Population ? 

In New South Wales, from official Returns which I have, it would appear 
that there are upwards of Six Bushels of Wheat grown for every Soul, — Man, 
Woman, and Child ; in Van Diemen’s Land upwards of Thirteen Bushels of 
Wheat ; and from various Documents which 1 have, but not official, I estimate 
that in South Australia it is about the same as in Van Diemen’s Land. This 
is independent of large Returns of other Grains. 

2256. Van Diemen’s Land is an exporting Country of Wheat? 

It exports Wheat largely. 

2257. Where 
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2257. Where does it find a Market ? ■f- 

Chiefly in New South Wales, but latterly it has been sending Wheat to 

England ; but it does not do so unless the Prices m the Colonial Markets are 

very low. The Price of Wheat has been lately as low as 2s. 6d. a Bushel in 
Van Diemen’s Land, and then it was worth while to send it to England, and 
to pay the Cost of Transit, which is very great. 

2258. It appears by the last Return that the Exports from Van Diemen’s 
Land amounted in the Year 1846 to 582,000i., exceeding those of 1845 by the 
Sum of 160,0001., and that out of that 150,0001. was for Grain and Flour ex- 
ported to England and the adjacent Colonies; are you able to state what 
Proportion went to England and what Proportion to the Colonies ? 

I am not prepared at the present Moment, but I have no Doubt that I could 
ascertain the Fact. But, speaking generally, I doubt whether above a Sum 
ranging between 5,0001. and 10,0001. was realized on Grain shipped to England 
during that Period. 

2259. Supposing the Production of Wool to increase in New South Wales 
in the rapid Ratio of Progression which we have witnessed, do you conceive 
that the Demand for Grain from Van Diemen’s Land will augment likewise? 

If the Population were to keep pace with the Increase in the Production of 
Wool then that would indicate the Demand for an increased Quantity of Grain 
that would be required. 

2260. Is not there a great Demand at the present Moment for Shepherds in 
New South Wales ? 

Very great indeed. 

2261. And very high Wages are paid to those Shepherds ? 

By the late Accounts they have gone up very much. 

0262. And has not very great Loss* been sustained by the Colony in conse- 
quence' of the Necessity of boiling down those Sheep to convert them into 
Tallow in the place of preserving them for Production of Wool ? 

They are no doubt in part obliged to do so to keep down their Flocks to 
manageable Dimensions. 

2263. Then supposing this State of Things to continue, and the Demand for 
Labour which is evidenced by all the Facts referred to, to lead to an increased 
Sunply of Labour in New South Wales, have you any Doubt that the Demand 
for agricultural Produce from Van Diemen’s Land for the Consumption of 
New South Wales will increase likewise? 

I have not the least Doubt of it. 

2264. In that respect would an increased agricultural Production in Van 

Diemen’s Land become an additional Source of Aid and Stimulus for the Pro- 
duction of AVool in New South Wales ? . I • AJ - 

I imagine that in New South Wales they would find it to their Advantage 
to pay Attention to Wool, generally speaking, in preference to Rowing Gram ; 
and it would of coarse be advantageous to them to find a producing Country 
for Grain so near to them. 

gQ65. If Emigration goes on at the present Rate, or at an increased Kate, 
do you" think that any very large Quantities of Grain can be exported to this 

^TSid doubt it ; the Distance is so great, and the Cost of Transport is ra 
great for Grain in particular. It is not like Wool; it is very liable to 
damaged in long Voyages. A great deal of the Gram that has come to this 
Country has bein damaged. The Colonists never toink of sending it here as 
long as they can get about 5s. a Bushel for it in the Colonies. 

2266. Is the Pasture Land more profitable in proportion to the Outlay than 

I'totok genS-alty it has been so; a great many People who used to grow 
Grain gave up doing so under these low Prices. 

2267 . Have they relaid down the Land in Grass ? c- - f 

Sometimes they relay it down and sometimes they. leave it m a State ot 
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2268. Can you state to the Committee the average Production of Wheat to 

it would appear to be, of Wheat 28^ 
Bushels per Acre, Oats 32i, Barley 9, Peas 20f, Beans ll^r, Potatoes 3^ Tons, 

and Turnips 4^ Tons per Acre. . r>- • ^ 

226Q Is that Specimen taken from one of the more fertj]® Districts ? 
ifaLears to be’^from one of the more fertile Districts. The general Average 
• Wh^at 15 ■Riishels Oats 9^, Barley 18, Peas 18, Beans 15'|, lotatoes 
To® Trunips They are low AvLges, I have no Doubt, in compansou 
with Mand ; but the £and is so comparatively cheap, and so 
it is not worth while subjecting it to the same high Culture as in Lngl.md. 

2270. Is not the Want of Labour one of the Reasons why the Cultivation 

^rdVtlbK'^'lt would not pay with the high Rate of Wages there to 
employ Men to cultivate in that minute Way whicii you do m England. 

2271 Then the Extension of the Production of Wool in New Soutli Wale.s 
would in your Judgment lead to an Extension of the Demand for agncultuial 

^'Arincreysrin‘X°Prote^^^ of Wool in New Sonth Wales, which would 
ncrease the general Prosperity of New South Wales, would no doubt act upon 
Van Diemenl Land ; but I assume this Prosperity to be contemporaneous with 
an increased Population for the Demand for agricultural Produce to be much 
augmented. 

2272. What Effect would both those Circumstances produce upon the 
Demand for and the Consumption of British Manufactures in the Colony . 

^ Presuming that there was that Kind of Adjustment between the Two 
Colonies —that New South Wales would continue not to grow so much 
Wheat proportionally, because they got Supplies from Van Diemen s Land, 
r,d tliein&re sent aw%- more Wool to the Mother Country, -the Consequence 
would be a much larger Amount of British Goods taken in exchange. 

2273. And it would then promote the Advantage of both Colonies ? 

Yes • each adapting itself to the Production best suited for it, and so creating 
a greater aggregate Amount of Exports to the Mother Country. 

2274. Can you give the Committee an Account of the Number of Sheep 

‘"^y^Step in New South Wales in January 1846 were 6,202,031 ; but in 
Two Years they would increase very much indeed. That is the last official 
Return I have. I believe, from certain published Statements which I have seen, 
that there are now upwards of 8,000,000. 

2275. Notwithstanding the Necessity of having boiled down from 800,000 
to 900,000 in the course of the Year ? 

1 rather presume so. 

2276. What is the Value of a Fat Sheep now ? 

The Sum at which they value a Fat Sheep is I believe not above 6s. or 7s. 
a Head at the present Moment ; I do not think they would boil them down 
if it were. 

2277. What is the Value if they are boiled down for Tallow ? 

I understand the rough Estimate (which of course would vary a great deal 
according to the Size of the Sheep and the Condition they were in) to be that 
they generally produce 5s. a Head net Profit, after all Expenses. 

2278. That is in Tallow ? 

Yes, so I understand. 

2279. How much is the Fleece of a Sheep worth per Annum ? 

That has been subjected to great Changes ; but lately, 1 think, about 4s. for 
an average Fleece in the Colony. 

2280. How many Pounds would you average a Fleece at? _ 

That again varies very much. I think the Average is generally given as 

about Four Pbunds, perhaps rather under than over j but it varies according 
to the Size of the Sheep and the Condition. What 
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. 2281. What is the Description of the Sheep generally as compared with our 

Hrpeds here ? « • L7th April 1B4-8. 

They are generally Saxon or Merino Sheep ; but the Saxons are the favourite 

Kind. 

2282. Do not the Saxony Sheep produce more than Four Pounds ? 

I should think not; they are small generally m the Colonies. 

2283 To sell a Fat Sheep to the Butcher there what is it worth ? 

I have known them 3s. and 4s. a Head, and I have known them 15s and 
20s. a Head ; but at the last Advices they were, I believe, selling at 6s. or ,s. 
a Head. 

2284. What is the Loss in boiling down a Sheep for Tallow as compared 
with what it would fetcli if it were sold for human Food7 

1 should think there would be perhaps Is. or 2s. a Head Difference, ay he 
nresumed present Prices. When the Settlers find that they cannot effect 
^Udy Sales^to a Butcher, and at any thing like a remunerating Price, they 
then determine upon a wholesale Slaughter and boiling down. 

2285. Is not the Consequence of this System of boiling down a very great 

°sL^iTso fer‘a"Lo°'s°of Capital that the Owners do not get what they 
ordLrii;Lsider as the Value ^attached to Sheep ts 

what the Economists would consider as a constant Glut m the Sheep Mar e . 

2286. From what does that arise ? „ i • 

From the Want generally of a consuming Population. 

2287 Does it not also arise from the Want of a Shepherd Population that 
would^make the Flocks to be better looked 
at a cheaper Rate and in better Condition for the British Market . 

Undoubtedly, if the Sheep are kept merely for the Purposes of their Mooh 

2288. The consuming Population for the Australian Sheep is the Population 
of Europe ? 

For the Wool, undoubtedly. 

2289 When you speak of the Glut of Sheep, has that Glut of Sheep arisen 
from tlie Want of Shepherds, and the Want of Means of keepmg Sheep with 

AdvantageJ^^^n p have no Doubt, very considerably. An adequate 

Siinnlv of Shepherds at fair Wages might enable Flock-masters to disregard 
fo fgre^ Extent selling Sheep fs Meal, looking to the Wool alone as their 
Source of Profit. 

2290. What Number of Sheep do you think are considered to be advan- 

*'^heY^lav^ inc?eased the Number very much of late Years. I suppose 
Necessity has taught the Settlers to manage somewhat better in that respect, 
but I hale heald'iif so many as 1,500 Sheep to One Shepherd in some Parts of 
the Colonies. 

2291. Has not that been found extremely unprofitable, and to be attended 

"NoTub^resVe'rp after, and the yearly Incre^ 

would not be so greatl from the Probability that they would be much neglected 
at lambing Season. 

2292 Is not a considerable Loss sustained by the inferior 
WoS arising from sending it into the British Market ,11 cleaned and tll pre- 

when they have not sufficient Men to attend to the washing Process properly. 

.iS d^VrSt^T^ow wt: tSThfaWetZ the”car‘ca1 
except the Tallow Market ? p . j. ^ p 

all; -y would k.p. 

(46.12.) ® 
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• increasing their Plocks ; and if they had Shepherds to attend to them in the 
same Proportion as the Increase, it might he the most profitable Thing not to 
kill any. On the other Hand, if the Price of Wool were very low, then they 
might find it advisable to kill, for the Sake of the Tallow. 

2294.. Can you state the Number of Sheep in the other Australian Colonies ? 

In Van Diemen’s Land, in 1844, it was 1,145,089, and in South AuSralia 
I believe it is at present about 1,000,000. The general Tota m the I hree 
Colonies of New South Wales, Van Diemen’s Land, and South Australia, about 
the Year 1845, would give some Thirty Sheep for every Man, Woman, and 
Child. The Number of horned Cattle at the same Time, in the 1 hree 
Colonies, was about 1,500,000, which would give about five horned Cattle tor 
every Man, Woman, and Child ; so that there would be Thirty Sheep and 
Five horned Cattle for every Man, Woman, and Child of the Population. 
These Amounts I have computed from the latest official Returns of which 
I am in possession, but from Accounts not official, but upon which I pmce 
Reliance, the Increase of Stock since the Year 1846 in New South Wales 
(that Year inclusive), with the Increase in the other Cffionies, would give an 
Average of probably a Third as many more Sheep and Cattle to each Inhabi- 
taDt, of whatever Age. 



2295. Applying yourself merely to Van Diemen’s Land, can you describe 
generally the Climate and the Soil of the Colony ? . 

The Climate is very beautiful indeed. I should prefer the Climate ™yseu 
to the Climate of the other Settlements. Its Latitude (from 41° 20' to 43 40 ) 
would indicate the Climate. 



2296. What is the Quality of the Soil? . . , 

Much of the Soil is very good indeed. The general Characteristic however 

of the Island is that of a densely wooded mountainous Country ; but there are 
Plains and Valleys, and they are very fertile and beautiful. There is a great 
deal of alluvial Land upon the Banks of the Rivers, and those are particularly 
favourable for agricultural Purposes. 

2297. Are there good Harbours ? _ . , , n v 1 

There are several good Harbours; but Two in particular, the Harbour or the 

River Pamar in the North, and that of the River Derwent in the South. 

2298. You have stated that you originally resided with your Family in New 
South Wales; had you occasion ‘to visit it after any long Period of Absence? 

I think after some Fifteen or Sixteen Years Absence I revisited it; that was 
in 1843. 

2299. Were you able to perceive any Evidence of Progress made during 

those Fifteen Years ? . 

Most wonderful. Having been absent during that Time, and remembering 
well what it was, it really seemed like an Enchantment the Change wliicli 
I saw. 



2300. In what respect was this Improvement manifested ? 

The old Town of Sydney, which 1 remembered, was completely obliterated. 

2301. What was the Description and Character of the new Town which you 
found in its Place? 

Well-built Streets with continuous Rows of Houses had sprung up ; the Shops 
were very much in the Fashion of those in English Towns, vieing indeed with 
some of our best Shops here. 

2302. Was there an, apparent Progress in the social State as well as in the 
physical Comforts of the People ? 

Very great indeed ; a new Race of People altogether had come out there. 

2303. Had the Cultivation of the Land extended, and were there apparent 
Indications of Wealth on the Part of the Inhabitants? 

Cultivation had extended in various Districts ; but I think the most remark- 
able Thing in New South Wales as indicating generally its Prosperity has been the 
Progress of pastoral Pursuits. In arable Farming the Proportion of Agricullure. 
in New South Wales has been very much less than in Van Diemen’s Land, 
though the absolute Quantity of Land in Cultivation has been somewhat greater, 
though only about 20,000 Acres more, As to the Indications of Wealth, they 

are 
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are very great, as seen In the Houses and Equipages of Individuals, the general J^A.Jachon, Jisg. 
Mode of living, the Goods in the Shops and Stores, and the Nature of the ip 4 g. 

Import Trade. — 

2S04(. Are you acquainted with the present System for the Sale of Land in 

those Colonies ? ■ , n ■ l 

Yes i the System as last amended. They have now several upset Prices ; but 
the upset Price is still high generally, I think never under a Pound an Acre. 

2305. Are you favourable to a high upset Price for Land ? 

Not at all in those young Colonies. 



2306. What is the Objection which appears to you to apply to the Sale of 

Land at a very high upset Price ? , j • i 

I believe that the high upset Price which has been fixed upon Lands is greatly 
beyond their average Value. The Consequence is that you sell little or no 
Land at all ; the high Price is evaded by the squatting System, which is existing 
so generally. 

2307. Do you think tliat the squatting System has been productive of Incon- 
venience to the Colony ? , t, , 

It has been productive so far of great Inconvenience, that many People are 
uncertain of their Lands which they have got Possession of, and this has been 
a great Subject of Irritation in the Colony ; and there was much Agitation for 
S6curing what was called Fixity of Tenuve, which the Government has lately 
consented to give them in the Shape of Fourteen Years Leases. 

2308. Knowing the Characteristics of the .squatting Population, as compared 

with the Population in possession of Lands of their own, which they hold under 
a defined Title, do you conceive that there are any social Objections applicable 
to the one which are not applicable to the other ? . 

Undoubtedly. I think you form a better Class of Citizens m the one Case 
than in the other. If Men are settled upon their own Land they are more di.s- 
posed to marry and become Family Men, which is a great Point amongst 
Colonists, and to take a permanent Interest in the District in which tliey reside, 
otherwise they look upon the Land just as an Accident m their immediate 
Condition, enabling them to gain a Living or to make a Profit. 



2309. What are the Laws in the Colony with respect to the Mode of 
conveying Titles to Lands or assigning Lands ? , , i t, u i. 

All the EnMish System, as descended from our old Feudal Tenures, has been 
introduced into tiie Colonies with the general Body of English Law. 



2310. You mean our Laws of Real Property ? 

Yes. 

2311. Has the Consequence of that been considerably to augment the 

Expenses of acquiring Titles ? . 

It has made, of coarse, the Instrument of Conveyance a very expensive one. 

I have known it in South Australia frequently to cost more than the Value or 
the Land. 

2312. Are you speaking of Sales between Individuals, or Sales made by the 

Government to Individuals? „ , ^ 

Of Sales between Individuals. A Grant from the Crown is not a ver> long 
Document In South Australia for the Crown Grants a very short Document, 
prepared, as I understood, bv a very eminent Conveyancer in London, w^ 
Lopted, of about Eight or Ten Lines, which was held to convey everv thin,^ 
that can be conveyed in Fee Simple. 

2313. Notwithstanding their Experience of the Success of 
Conveyance from the Crown, still the Conveyance of Land fj’f 

and Party is encumbered with all the Expenses and Complications of the Law 
of Real Property in England ? 

It is. 

2314. Do you conceive that to be a very great Inconvenience ? . _ 

I have humbly thought so myself, in opposition I believe to the Opinions of 

D d 3 2315. Inasmnd. 
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2S15. Inasmuch as the Cost of the Conveyance does not bear any definite 
Proportion to the Value of the Land conveyed, but consists of the Expense of 
making out the Deeds and making Searches for Encumbrances, is not this 
operose Mode of conveyancing attended with peculiar Hardship in the Con- 
veyances of small Lots ot Land ? .... 

1 think it is unnecessarily expensive and cumbersome, but in Iractice not 
quite to the Extent to which it is in tills Country. Wlien a Man sells Property 
in the Colony he would not have, for instance, to give a long Abstract of litle, 
and it would probably not be subject to many Encumbrances, and often to none 
at all. Therefore, so far, the Conveyances would be in .some Degree more simple 
than the Average of them in England ; but still it is unnecessarily expensive. 

2316. Does not that Pressure bear with peculiar Weight upon small Parcels 

of Land ? , i 

Undoubtedly; in South Australia, as I have said, I saw many Cases where 
small Parcels of Land were sold and tlie Instrument of Conveyance cost more 
than the Land itself. 

2317. Is there any Registration of Conveyances made? 

Yes ; there are Registration Offices in each of the Colonies. 

2318. In your Judgment would it be practicable to introduce, as a general 
System of conveyancing, that simpler Mode of granting the Title which was 
practised in the first Instance in South Australia, and to which you have already 
adverted? 

I imagine that if that small Document which I have mentioned would pass 
Land from the Crown to a Subject, an equally short Document would puss the 
same Interest or Estate from one Individual to another, and if so there can be 
no Doubt that it would be most advantageous. 

2319. Having stated that the System of conveyancing presses with peculiar 
Weight upon the small Proprietors, can you state whether the Acquisition of 
Property by small Proprietors is a Matter advantageous to the Colony in your 
Judgment ? 

I think that it is very desirable to encourage a due Proportion of that Class 
of Men holding that Kind of Property in the Country ; I tliink many eligible 
Settlers would be induced to leave England if they had Prospects of that Kind. 
In several Parts of New South Wales there are a great Number of small Settlers, 
at Hunter’s River for example ; and in South Australia, where the Land was 
sold in small Sections of Eighty Acres, there are a great many. 

2320. With a view to the future Stability of the Government of the Country, 
is not the Encouragement of that Class of very peculiar Importance ? 

1 think it is very desirable, as concentrating a Population in some Measure 
in a natural Way. I am no Friend to the forced general Concentration that 
used to be spoken of in the earlier Stages of the South Australian Scheme of 
Colonization. 

2321. All those Objects would be in your Judgment promoted by diminish- 
ing the Cost and simplifying the Mode of eftecting the Transfer of Land ? 

Undoubtedly they would. 

2322. In Van Diemen’s Land, according to the last Account, bad the 
Revenue and Trade of the Colony increased ? 

It would appear from the last Accounts which I have had an Opportunity of 
seeing that both tlie Revenue and the Trade are increasing. The Increase in 
the Revenue of 184:6 over that of 1845 has been 12,216/. 

2323. Have the Imports and Exports increased likewise ? 

The Imports in 1846 exceeded those of 1845 by 30,776/., and the Exports 
of 1846 exceeded those of 1845 by l60,S67/. ; that is with reference to Value. 
It may happen that those Colonies may be sending away a greater Quantity 
and vet obtain a less Revenue, from the Fluctuation in the Prices both of Wool 
in this Country and of Wheat, which they send to New South Wales, which 
has varied from Ss. or 4s. a Bushel to 15s. and 20s. 

2324. The Imports of Van Diemen’s Land amounting to 561,000/., how 
much does that amount to per Head upon the Population ? 

That would give nearly 10/. a Head of Imports. Tlie Imports of the. Three 
Colonies taken together amounted'in 1844 to upwards of 7/. a Head ; a;ll which 
of course are paid for in the long run by the Exports. 

2325. Are 
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2325. Are those Imports calculated by any assumed Value, or are they the A.Jadum, E„j. 

declared Value of the Imports? j- ^ mii April ists. 

The Imports would, I presume, generally, be the Value according to the 

Invoices. The Value would be declared in the Custom House. 

2326. Are the Values of the Imports calculated according to the Declaration 

of the Exporter ? , ■ ■ • it i r 

I am not aware of the Rule that would be adopted m giving the Value of 
the Exports at the public Offices in Van Diemen’s Land ; but the Rule which 
I believe I should have myself adopted, in preparing such Returns as for the 
current Year, would have been to have looked at the last Quotahons of Prices 
obtained in England, say for Wool, and probably at the Rates currently giveii 
in the way of Advances by Merchants in the Colony, and so have endeavoured 
to arrive at a fair Estimate of the net Value. 

2327. Viewing these Colonies together, do you consider that they present a 
Field for European Colonization to any considerable Extent? 

I think they present the widest and best Field at the present Day for 
extensive European Colonization. 

2328. Do you found that Opinion upon the Fact of the great Extent of Land 
which is now either unoccupied or imperfectly cultivated, and which would be 
capable of being better cultivated if the Number of Labourers were greater 

and the present Money Rate of Wage.s were less? . , a, 

I found mv Opinion generally upon the Fact, that there is a boundless 
Extent of go'od Land there, and that this good Land is overstocked. It is 
not, merely, that there is good Land, but it has plenty of Sheep and Cattle 
upon it. 

2329. When you say “ overstocked,” do you mean in relation to the Number 

“^fn°rdation to the Population. They have a great deal of Property there, 
which is not of Value, but which would be of Value if they could bring a 
Population to it. 

2SS0. So fiir as you have been able to collect the Feeling of the Colonists, or 
to deduce it from the Acts of the local Legislatures, is that the general Impres- 
sion on the Part of the Colonists in the Australian Colonies ? 

■ I think it is the universal Impression. 

2331 Have they made any Preparations for the Purpose of assisting Emigra- 
tion, which put their Convictions of the Want of Population beyond all Doubt 

^T^Tare very gi-atitied at seeing a Proportion of their Land Fund applied to 
Eraioration. In New South Wales they are very anxious that the Land Fund 
should be pledged, so raising a Kind of Stock or Fund upon it, for the Purpose 
of Emigration. 

2332. Is the whole Land Fund pledged now for Emigration, or only a Portion 

think in New South Whales it is nearly all held attributable to Emigration ; 
but there is some Charge for the Aborigines in the first instance, and for the 
Expense of Survey. 

2333. Is that for the Protection of the Aborigines, or for tlie Purchase of their 

'“TheTh^vf'never had territorial Rights acknowledged. The Charge k for 
the “ Protection” of them. There are Officers called “ Protectors of 
Aboriraies” in the Colonies. In South Australia Part of the iUnd Fund is 
^plicfble to public Improvements, but in Van Diemen’s Land the Crown has 
resumed the Land Fund. 

2S3L Are there any other Facts, to which you can refer the Committee, which 
evidmree the Capacity of the Australian Colonies in absoAing an European 
Population; yoii^having already referred to the Quality ophe Soil, and to the 
Readiness with which the Colonists have appropriated their public Revenue for 

“’1 "thSr thlr sril orrS L Yehrs snows how readily they car. 

(4,6.12.) D ^ 
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J. A,JachoH,Esq. absorb Population. I think within the last Twelve or Fourteen Years nearly 

150,000 People have gone to the Australian Colonies. 1 believe that in One 

17th April ms. (I think 1841) upwards of 20,000 went out_to New_ South Wajes alone, 
and were readily absorbed ; and looking at the Extent of available Land, and 
the Number of Sheep and Cattle, I can see no Reason why there should not 
be Thirty, Forty, or even Fifty thousand annually absorbed upon a well-digested 
Scheme of Emigration. Indeed it is almost impossible to hazard a Statement 
as to the Number ; but I believe that if you began with 30,000 this Year, the 
Probability v'ould be that in the next Year or Eighteen Montlis the Colonies 
could absorb 50,000 more, and the Year after 100,000, because Sheep increase 
so wonderfully fast. And in the new Countries which have been lately discovered 
there is a great deal of Land whicii is at once in a Condition for the Plough ; 
unlike the old Parts of New South Wales, which were densely wooded, much 
of the Port Phillip Country and South Australia, and much of the Country to 
the Northward of Sydney, is all in a Condition at present most eligible for 
Agriculture. 

2335. Do you assume that in each of those annually increasing Emigrations 
there would be, or should be, an Equality of the Sexes? 

I should say that was a sine qui non in Emigration. 

2336. Unless the Capital of the Colony were to increase in a somewhat analo- 
gous Proportion to that assumed Increase in Numbers, would there be Means 
in the Colony of giving profitable Employment to the increasing Number of 
Labourers ? 

I believe there w’ould ; for I believe that you would convert that which is no 
Capital, by means of Population, into Capital. 

2337- Is not there a gi-eat deal of Capital in the Colony, that is now to a great 
Extent latent, which People are unwilling to apply in consequence of the very 
high Rate of Wages ? 

A very high Rate of Wages is exceedingly prejudicial to Sheep farming, — the 
great Operation in the Australian Colonies, — as well as other Pursuits; it would 
threaten, in fact, if you could not keep up the Stream of Emigration, to absorb 
the Profit altogether, and produce a State of Things that it would be almost im- 
possible to foresee — perhaps to put an End to Sheep farming altogether. The 
high Rate of Wages may be said to prevent Capital expanding itself; such high . 
Rates as I understand to be now given. 

2338. Supposing that a British Capitalist at the present Moment had his 
Attention directed towards Australia, with a view to the Application of Capital 
to the Improvement of Land there, is not the high Rate of Wages at the present 
Moment one of the Impediments and Discouragements which stands in the 
Way of the Application of that Capital ? 

Undoubtedly ; it would be a Speculation. And, looking at the Returns from 
Sheep and Wool, and the comparative high Rate of Wage.s, I fear that at the 
present Moment it would be very discouraging to any body for the first Time 
embarking in Sheep farming, and it must be still more discouraging to a 
Capitalist to embark in Cultivation. 

2339- Would not a well-regulated System of Emigration to the Australian 
Colonies have a Tendency, by making the Investment of Capital there, more 
profitable, to facilitate the Introduction of additional Capital into the Colony, 
and the more active Employment of Capital within it ? 

Undoubtedly. 

2340. Would the Inducement thus given to the Application of Capital, by its 
increased Productiveness, afford an additional Stimulus to the Employment of 
Labour? 

There would no doubt be that beneficial Reaction. 

2341. Are you of opinion that Labour and Capital so applied would mutually 
react upon each other, the Labour as attracting more Capital, and the Capital 
when attracted employing more Labour ? 

Undoubtedly, that would be the Operation. 

2342. You 
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2342. You have observed the very rapid Success of South Australia and Port J-A.J<u^i(in,Esq. 

Phillip? , 1 , , . 17th April 1848. 

1 have. Their Success has been very remarkable, such as was never wit- 

nessed in any other Part of the World. If you look at the old American 
Colonies, there were Ages of Distress and Struggling before they became 
thriving Communities; but in the course of Seven or Eight Years those Two 
Australian Colonies present the Aspect of most thriving Communities. That 
arises from the Fact, that it was not merely good Land that the Colonists went 
to, but Land that was close to old Colonies that were overstocked with Sheep 
and Cattle. They brought the surplus Stock upon those new Lands, and 
flourishing Colonies came into existence all at once. 

2343. Take the Case of South Australia. For a Time there were Difficulties 
and Discouragements to the Progress of that Population. Did those arise out 
of accidental and transitory Causes, or from any thing inherent in the Nature of 
the Colony itself? 

They were entirely accidental. They arose from great Over-speculation, 
especially in Land, which existed both there and in Port Phillip. Tliere was an 
immense deal of Speculation. 

2344. Do you think that that Over-speculation was at all connected with the 
present System of selling Land ? 

When the new Colony of South Australia came into existence a great deal 
had been said beforehand about what its Projectors called the “ sufficient Price,” 
and that sufficient Price they made very high, and so at once gave a false Idea 
of the Value of the Land. And it was always inculcated a good deal at that 
Time that the People who should go out first would make a good deal of 
Money by re-selling Land, and that it was proper tliat they should do so ; but 
unfortunately it became the Habit to look to making Money almost exclusively 
by selling and speculating in Land, and of course People soon began to lose 
sight of the real Value of Land in a young Country altogether. 

2345. Was not there a Principle introduced by which the maximum Price of 
one Government Sale was made the minimum Price of another ? 

In South Australia the Plan was always, until the last Act passed, to sell at a 
uniform Price. The Land by the original Plan of the Colony, whatever might 
be the real Value or whatever the Locality, was all to be One Pound an Acre. 

2346. In some other Colonies are you aware of the System described in the 
last Question having been adopted ? 

I do not think that was ever made a Matter of public Regulation. 

2347 . During the early Progress of the Colonies was there any thing in tlieir 
Banking Operations which led to the Facilitation of Credit and the Promotion 
of undue Speculation ? 

A great deal of Land Speculation, as indeed Speculation generally, would be 
carried on by means of Bills ; some Land would probably change Hands Five 
or Six Times. A Man with an Eighty Acre Section would subdivide it, and 
the Purcliasers would re-subdivide it, and probably a Bill would pass in each 
Case, so that there would be a great Number of Bills which would represent 
the same Acres, and would operate in producing a Kind of spurious Currency. 

2348. Did this extend itself as well to the other Operaitons of Trade as to the 
Purchase of Land? Were there large Banking Accommodations incautiously 
given at that Period ? 

Sheep and Cattle would sometimes in the same Manner be represented over 
again at their full Value by means of Bills. Those Bills would for the most 
part be discounted, I should say. In South Australia I was one of the Directors 
of a Bank myself, and had some Opportunity of seeing the working of the 
System ; but I must say I believe the Bills were never discounted at any Bank 
except under the full Impression that the Parties were solvent; but the Bankers 
in such Cases would, like other People, be deceived, and the Result showed 
that they were greatly so: The Iiigh Prices gained by X*ands in this Way of 
course could not be continued. There came at length a Day when People 
wanted to sell rather faster than People wanted to buy, and when Prices once 
began to decline they declined more rapidly than they had ever risen before.^ 

The Consequence was an immense Derangement, such as in proportion you 
(46U2.) E e 
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, j.A.Jac^, can have do Conception of in England, in ^vhat you may call the Currency of 

17 th Apiil m s -What is the Currency of the Country composed of ? t-ii 

It is comnosed nominally of Sterling Money as in England, but still actually 
Bffls of Exchange, Cheques, and Notes would all operate as Currency as well 

as Coin. 

S t:- "rutr^eque" “ as Currency more than in any 
other ^^art of the World ; tttTe fteTwTs Til 

when transferre Insolvency, and which extended to New South 

wL^sToite asi^u* as to the younger Colonies, for they all participated in 
the Mania,— while there was this very general Insolvency, yet the 
themselves were all this Time prospering substantially; they were increasing 
their Products and their Exports, their Land was getting gradually cultivated, 
Houses and Barns were being erected, and every substontial Element of Pro- 
spSy was going on. while there was all this monetary Derangement. 

0351 How long did this Eagerness in buying and selling Land go on? 

irwenfon till some Day there happened to be more Persons wishing to sell 
than to buy. I think it lasted for Three or Four Years. There was dimn 
some Portion of the Time, the earlier Part of it. a great deal of flctitioiis Pio- 
soeritv A Man said “ The Land which I bought for SOL I can get lOOf. loi, 
aL looked upon the latter Sum as realized Value ; but it was a 1 -iction, and at 
last the Day of reckoning came. 

0.35a. All that did not add to the Capital of the Colony ? 

No • it was merely transferring Land from A to B, with a nominal liofit on 
each Transaction, but often in fact a Succession of Losses. 

2853. What was the Result of this? Were great Losses sustained by the 

imagine that the Banks did eventually sustain very considerable Losses. 

2S54i. BuUhe Banks generally stood their Ground ? 

A Bank that has sufficient Capital will of course stand its Ground till its 
Capital is gone. 

‘5355. Have the Banks continued in Credit? ^ 

Yes j they have had too much Capital not to continue in Credit. 

2356. They were all Joint Stock Banks ? 

Yes I imaffine they might be called Joint Stock Banks ; one of them was a 
chartered Bank,— the Bank of Australasia,— but still it was a Joint Stock Bank. 

2357 . Did this State of Things which you have described, this Exaggeration 
of Credit at one Time and the Revulsion that took place on its Withdrawal, 

continue very long ? . . , j • t^i 

There were Three or Four Years that it continued over ; during Three or 
Four Years there was a very deplorable State of Things. 

2358 . Do you consider that to have subsided now, and that the commercial 

State of the Colony is more healthy and sound? * 

I think that that Panic has undoubtedly subsided, but from late Accounts 
they are subiect to the various Fluctuations of Trade now, as we are in England ; 
but any thing of the Kind, or at all similar to that which I have adverted to, has 
not existed since. 



2359 Whilst vou have objected to the present System of Sale of Land, and to 
the very high upset Price, you think it would not be expedient to revert to the 
old System of free Grants of Land, which was antecedent to the Introduction 
of Sales of Government Land? ^ . 

Certainly not, generally. I think tliat you might in some Cases give small 
free Grants of Land to useful farming Men, for instance, who would be able to 
pay their own Passage out if you gave them an Equivalent in Land, which would 
make them useful small Settlers. 

2360. Would 
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2360. Would you annex to that any Condition as to Cultivation ? ^9 

I think it might be as well to do that j tliough I think, generally speaking, if, 

after settling themselves on the Land, it were found advantageous to the Men, 

they would cultivate it; if not, they would sell the Land to those that would. 

Tn nld Times all Conditions of that sort were invariably evaded. 



2361 . In that limited Approval which you have expressed of a System of free 
Grants you contemplate a System of free Grants to selected Classes of Emi- 
grants, rather than Grants of large Blocks of Land according to the old System ? 

I do. The wealthier Class of Settlers if they wanted a large Tract of Land 
should pay for it by Competition at public Auction. 

2362. You are aware of the slow Progress which Western Australia has made 
as compared with the other Australian Colonies ? 

Yes. 



2363. Do you connect that slow Progress of Western Australia with the Fact, 
that Grants of Land were made in very large Blocks to particular Individuals ? 

That has no doubt been very prejudicial there; but I imagine that the 
great Cause of Western Australia having been so much less successful than the 
other Colonies has been its Distance from the old Settlements of New South 
Wales and Van Diemen’s Land. It had not that Field to resort to for Sheep 
and Cattle, and it became a Colony of very small Agriculturists, 



2364 #. Is there any Tax upon wild Lands in any of the Australian Colonies, 
so as to operate as an Inducement to Persons to dispose of Land which they 
are incapable of cultivating ? 

There is no such Tax at all. 



2365 Do you think that the Evils to which you have adverted, arising out of 
large Quantities of Land being vested in a single Individual, might be corrected 
by the Imposition of such a Tax? 

If you tax uncultivated Lands, it would follow either that the Proprietor 
wouM give them up, or he- would dispose of them upon such Terms as would 
make them profitable to the Purchasers. 



<?S66 Would those small Portions of Land which you think might be granted 
to farming Settlers answer unless they were of very superior Quality ; would 
the Persons who held them have Capital with which to cultivate them ? 

In all large Pasturage Districts there will always he eligible Spots for Towms 
or Villao'es, and it would be desirable to convert such Places into Nuclei lor 
Settlements ; and if you could get Men of the Yeomanry Class to go out as 
Asriculturists they would be the Growers of Produce for a large Distnct round ; 
but they ought to have some little Capital, without which no Men would think 
of embarking in such a Line of settling ; they would rather go as Labourers. 
If they had a little Capital, I think it would be desirable to encourage Men 
with Families to go and settle in that Way. 



2367 Might not that absorb an undue Proportion of the good Land, and 
thereby diminish the Sale of the Land which is to constitute the Basis upon 
which Emigration is to be carried on ? r t? ■ 

The Land being so very extensive in reference to any Amount of Emigration 
that could be conceived to take place, and being generally speaking large Plains 
well adapted for Pasturage, while the choice agricultural Portions are compara- 
tively limited, I do not think that that Evil would follow. I think the Majoiity 
of PMplewith Capital who go out there would devote themselves to p^toral 
Puisuto tot you would have, as auxiliary to that, smal Tracts occastonaiy 
for aericultura/ Purposes ; and I think it would be desirable to encour^e the 
small®Class of Yeomen to emigrate for the Purpose of locating themselves on 
those agricultural Lands. 

2368. In those Settlements were constituted of those 

how would the Expense of Roads, and public Buildings, and all that was neces 

sary to constitute a flourishing Settlement, be paid tor . Revenue 

ft would probably be paid for by the Colony at large. The general ^'evenue 
has b™n appropriated a'^great de'al in those Colonies to provide for what is 
done by local Assessments m England. 

(46.12.) Ff 
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2S69. Then the Purchasers of Land are not required to execute Works, such 
as Roads through their own Lands ? 

Not at all, as Part of their Tenure. 

2370. Do you consider that in relation to the Execution of public M^’orks of 
that Description, such as Roads, Bridges, and Improvements of Harbours, 
where such Improvements are required, any System might be adopted whicli 
might be made advantageous to Emigration ? 

I fancy that it would be a good Plan to have large Dep6ts of Labour estab- 
lished in the Colonies, so as to be constantly rather in advance of tlie Demand 
for Labour, instead of paralyzing Enterprise, as is constantly the Case now, by 
falling short of the Demand for Labour. I would have Dep6ts of Labour in 
various Parts of the Colony, as at the different Seaports and at Places in tjie 
Interior, eligible as the Sites of future Villages or Towns, so that the Men who 
might be congi'egated in those Depdts might be advantageously employed by 
the Government on public Works. That lias been done, in point of fact, 
whenever there has been a temporary Accumulation of Labour. Wliat lias 
been done just to meet the Exigency of the Moment I would adopt as a 
general Principle in Colonization. There is so much that tlie Government 
has to do in the way of public Works in young Countries ; they have to create 
suddenly that which has been accumulating in England for Centuries. I tliink 
that points out a particular Function as devolving upon the Government in new 
Countries. 

2S7L What Security would you have that the public Works to be executed 
would be met by a sufficient Supply of skilled Labourers competent to undertake 
them ? 

That would be a Question of practical Detail. No doubt any sucli Scheme 
as that would require very careful Organization indeed. In fact, all Schemes 
of Colonization are particularly Matters of Detail, requiring tlie minutest 
Attention beforehand and during their Progress. 

2372. You do not contemplate the Establishment of Depdts for the permanent 
Reception or Employment of Labourers, but for the temporary Employment 
of Labourers upon their Arrival, and previously to their Absorption into the 
public Market ? 

Precisely. Of course, as an Inducement to those Men to go out, they should 
get a good Rate of Wages from the Government, but still calculated somewhat 
under the average Rate of Wages given in the Colony, so as to act as a con- 
stant Stimulus to seek private Employment ; in fact, if a Man once got a fair 
Offer of private Employment he should be put off the public Works. 

2373. Would not it expose the Government to considerable Uncertainty as to 
when any Work of that Kind could be executed if they were merely to employ 
the People that came out upon their first Arrival there? 

There would be little Inconveniences of that Kind, no doubt ; you might 
commence Buildings and not get on with them so quickly as you might have 
expected. That would be the Extent'of the Inconvenience, and it is of a Class 
almost inherent in any Scheme of Colonization ; but the Risk would in this 
Case be transferred to the Government from the Community. 

2^-i. Do you conceive that any Advantage would attend the carrying out, 
what has been suggested frequently before this Committee, a more efficient 
System for the Dispersal of Emigrants on their Arrival, by transmitting them 
to those Parts of the Colonies where their Labour was really in request? 

I think, as I have said, that every Seaport in the Nmghbourhood of a Set- 
tlement ought to have a Depot, and I think there should be Depots in the 
Interior, in Places that would seem eligible as Sites of future Towns and 
■Villages ; but all this would contemplate a very extensive and probably costly 
System of Colonization. In fact, I contemplate, in saying this, a System of 
National Emigration. 

2375. Organized on both Sides of the Water, both in Europe and in the ■ 
Colony? 

Yes, both in Europe and in the Colony. In fact, if I might say so, I should 
almost propose mi Emigration Minister at the present Time, looking at the 
Condition of Things in the United Kingdom. 

2376. Are 
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2376 Are the Committee to conclude from the Evidence that you have given 
that you conceive that there is a profitable Demand in the Australian Colonies 

for a very considerable increasing annual Emigration ? 

There is generally a great Demand, and I believe that it would be an annually 
increasing one. 

2377 And that that Demand for Emigration, if satisfied, would contribute 
to the Improvement of the Colony, and a greater Consumption of British 
Manufactures ? 

Undoubtedly. 

<^378. Is tlie Disproportion of the Sexes in Australia still so great that it 
would be desirable to encourage Female Emigration from this Country ? 

There is a considerable Disproportion still in New South Wales, not m South 
Australia ; but there is unhappily a very great Disproportion indeed m Van 
Diemen’s Land. 

2379. Is not the Disproportion of the Sexes in Van Diemen’s Land one of 

the great Causes of the Difficulties to which it is exposed, independently ot 
its having a criminal Population ? , , , v, cm , u , 

It has concurred in producing Evils of the most deplorable Chaiactei tliat 
ever existed in anyComiminity. 

2380. Then, in relation to Van Diemen’s Land, is thwe any Description ot 
Emigration that would be more advantageous than the Emigration of bemales 

to that Colony ? , i i i 

Females are particularly a Class of Emigrants that are needed j and some 
Years ago they had a Female Emigration there, and it was of wonderful , 
Advantage to tlie Place. 

2381. The Disproportion betiyeen the Sexes is greater in Van Diemen’s Land 
than in any other of the Australian Colonies ? 

It is. 

2382. Would Female Emigration from the rural Districts be of greatei 

Advantage than from Towns ? „ . , a/t i i 

I should imagine decidedly so. I think the Proportion between Males and 
Females among the bond Classes in Van Diemen’s Land is somewhere aa Six 
to One, 

In^Sydney^there has^teen a great Influx of free Emigration, and Things are 
getting into a more natural State in that respect. 

2384. Do you think there would be any Objection to sending out shigle 
Femdes whoAiad had the Misfortune to have bastard Children bom befoic 

Ind^klnally say that Females are desirable, yet it wouU scarcely 

do to put it loo proitiinenlly before the World that they went out in such a 
Situation. But, referring to a particular Class of the Population, I have not 
the least Doubt that they would be a great Accession. 

238.5. Do you attribute the great Immorafities winch we hav-e heai^ of in 
Van Diemen’s Land to the Disproportion of the Sexes rathei than to othei 

^TgrLt deal to the Disproportion of the Sexes ; but it might cei-tainly have 
hamiCTed even if the general Proportion of Males and Females Iwd been equal, 
if you forcibly conflue^oOO or 600 Men together, that the same Evils would, 
far as those 500 or 600 are concerned, exist. 

2386 Then do you impute it rather to the System of Transportation as it 
has bea, Partied o'^^ than^o the absolute Disproportion in the Numbers of 

Mudfil to be referred to that System i but it is to be observed that the Men 

probably may have been engendered elsewhere, is continued. 

^ , 2387. Do 
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2887 Do not you think that the Evil having been created by the former 
,SyS transmits 4e,f ll -SS 

SfoertrthrpSar SyL “f «« Convicts tlnm to any other 

Cat S ? Is not the Disproportion of the Sexes a Condition common to all new 
erntries ™d would you not, therefore, attribute tins State of I hinga not to . 
“ppoiti™ of the Sexes, but to the peculiar Treatment of the Convict 

’’"rihinTthat that peculiar Treatment may have operated iu producing uiuch 
of the Evil in the Colony, but certainly a Tendency to a Ke.netly will be found 
in equalizing the Sexes. 

2388. But you cannot apply that to the Tart where the Vice originates ? 
Decidedly not. 

2389. Therefore that can only be remedied by an Alteration in the System ? 

It can only be remedied by a radical Alteration in the System. 

2390. Is not it the Tact that the Evil extends also largely to the ofoer Sex? 

1 have heard some very appalling Accounts about the othei hox , in fact, 

soL Friends of mine were\lembers of a Commission appointed by the Cioveinoi 
to inquire into some of the Proceedings at the Female lactones,— they were 
very deplorable. 

2391. Which must be considered to arise from the moral Treatment of the. 
Convicts not from tlie Disproportion of the bexes m the Colony ? 

Undoubtedly to a very considerable Extent, and entirely .so as respects those 
Men wTo were kept together. The Evil might have been engendered with 
respect to them, though In the general Population the Sexes might have been 
equal. 

2392. Do not you think that wherever there is a very great Disproportion 

\n t 3 xrv there is always a great deal of Immorality ? 

1 siiouid judge that there always must be so. 1 should thuiU so, it for no 
otl e Reason than this, that, keeping out of View the more iiwful Consequences 
posMbly arising from such a social Condition, some of the Women themselves 
become so dreadfully depraved. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



Ordered, That this Committee bo adjourned. 
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